
 

Rev. Rayappa Konka 

Pastor 

Susan Flohr 

Pastoral Minister 
 

Mass Schedule: 

(October - May)  

Saturday: 4:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 am  

(June - September)  

 Saturday 6:00 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 & 10:00 am 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Friday  7 am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays one hour prior to evening  

Mass or by appointment (632-2541) 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office  

Parish Office Hours:  

Tuesday-Friday, 9am - Noon 

& 1pm - 4pm 

    2314 Third Avenue, Scottsbluff, Nebraska 69361   

(308)632-2541    Fax:  (308)632-2146    

Mailing address: PO Box 349, Scottsbluff, NE 69363-0349 

Website: www.st-agnes-church.com 



A Different Life 

 The Gospel of Mark reaches a turning point in today’s passage.  About 
halfway through Mark, Jesus’ disciples begin to understand Jesus as the 
Messiah (or Christ).  And Jesus begins to spell out just what is expected of 
those who follow him.  The story then shifts to learning just what being 
Christ, and following Christ, actually means.  Jesus shatters the 
expectation of a political or military power defeating Israel’s oppressors, 
and reveals a different kind of Messiah.  The disciples later come to see 
that this different Messiah offers a different understanding of power, and 
of life itself.  
 We inhabit a world that honors power over others, through wealth or 
achievement or violence.  Jesus invites us into a community and a way of 
life that honors the power of love and service to others.  Lived fully, it is 
truly a different way of life.  It is marked by great suffering and great joy, 
because it embraces the fundamental pattern of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.   
 The letter of James is designed to enlarge your faith.  James knew that 
his community faced  trials that could lead them to abandon the faith or 
perhaps to reduce faith to a comfortable, manageable size.  In today’s 
passage, James calls the reader to resist reducing faith to safe intellectual 
assent to teachings, and instead to expand one’s faith to actively engage 
in good works, especially in service to the poor.   
 To have a “large” faith is to move from apathy toward others’ 
sufferings to empathy and to action.  A large faith leads to a large heart, 
where we can take in the enormity of suffering in the world around us, 
not become overwhelmed by it, and do what we can to relieve it.  With a 
large heart, we can even squarely face our own sufferings, accepting our 
own tragedies with forgiveness and hope, and walking in empathy with 
all who share in suffering.   
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S a i n t  A g n e s   
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  

 
Today’s Readings  

Isaiah 50:5-9a 

Psalm 116 
James 2:14-18 

Mark 8:27-35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parish Administration 
(308) 632-2541 / (308) 632-2146 (Fax) 

    office@st-agnes-church.com       
   www.st-agnes-church.com 

Pastor 

Rev. Rayappa Konka  (ext. 2) 

fatherkonka@st-agnes-church.com 

Church Office Manager 

Theresa Trevino  (ext. 3) 

office@st-agnes-church.com 

Pastoral Minister 

Susan Flohr 

pastoralcare@st-agnes-church.com 

Director of Religious Education 

Mrs. Terri Calvert  (ext.5) 

dre@st-agnes-church.com 

School Head Teacher 

Mrs. Julie Brown  (632-6918) 

office@st-agnes-school.com 

School Office Manager 

Teresa Johnson (632-6918) 

office@st-agnes-school.com 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 

Jean Ahrens - (308-672-4632) 

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday, September 13, 2021  
Communion Service (7:00am) 

Intention: †James Cain by Rodney & 

Colleen Schmidt 

Communal Rosary (4:45pm) 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm) 

Tuesday, September 14, 2021 
Communion Service (7:00am) 

Intention: †Jim Cain by Dorothy Cain 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)  

Wednesday, September 15, 2021 
Daily Mass: No Daily Mass, Fr. on Retreat 

Intention: †Don Overman by Bernadine 

Overman 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm) 

Contemplative Prayer Group (6:00 pm) 

 

Thursday, September 16, 2021  
**Online  Mass Only ** 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm) 

Friday, September 17, 2021 
Communion Service (7:00am) 

Intention: Wilma Kirchner by Connie 

Kirchner 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)                                                

Saturday, September 18, 2021 
Weekend Mass (6:00pm)  

Intention: †David & †Jeremy Young by 

Eileen Young   

Sunday, September 19, 2021 
Weekend Mass (8:00am) 

Intention: †Debbie Trautman by The 

Windhorst Family 

Weekend Mass (10:00am)  

Intention: For Our Parish 

This Week’s Schedule 
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Finance Corner 

Sunday Collections  
& ATW Giving 

   
September 2021 Totals 

 
  Actual                           $6255.00 
  ATW       $3720.00 
  Online Giving                     $845.50 
  Budget                                $9000.00 
  Surplus (Deficit)               $1820.50 
 
Next Sunday’s 2nd collection is for 

Haiti/Uganda 
 

Thank you for your continued  
giving! 

This Week’s Readings 

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7-9; 
 Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-
 2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 
 3:13-17 
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-6; 
 Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16; Ps 111:7-10; 
Lk 7:36-50 
Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-
 10, 17-20; Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100:1b-
 5; Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-
 8; Jas 3:16 — 4:3; Mk 
 9:30-37 

The Knights of Columbus are    
hosting a picnic for the parish and 

the kids from St. Josephs            
Children's home in Torrington.  We 
have done this event for 80 + years 

(with the exception of last year 
due to Covid) and are doing it 

again this year.  The Parishioner's 
are asked to bring a covered dish, 

as the Knights will be providing 
the Hamburgers, Hot dogs, buns, 

drinks plasticware, plates and 
cups.  This will be on September 

12th at the octagon shelter at 
Frank Park from 12-3.   

We hope to see you there!  

Ladies of St. Agnes: 
 

Please join us for a social &  
fellowship Thursday, September 23rd 

at 7pm in the Garden Room.   
Brownie  Sundaes will be served.  This 
event is hosted by the 

St. Agnes Altar Society.  
(Masks are highly en-

couraged)  We hope to 
see you all there!  

An Invitation to Journey  

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process by which people become 
members of the Roman Catholic Church. The process is concerned with the total formation 
of the person into: 

• Believing with the Church community (doctrinal formation)  
• Living with the Church community (practical formation)  
• Praying with the Church community (liturgical formation)  
• Serving with the Church community (apostolic formation)  
 
The RCIA is intended to serve:  

• The unbaptized who would like to learn more about the Catholic religion  
• Those baptized in another religion who think they might like to become Catholic  
• Those baptized Catholic who have not completed the Initiation Sacraments or    
     who have not been raised in the Faith.  
 
Sessions will  begin in late September, early October.  Keep watching the bulletin for exact 
dates and times.  The registration form can be found on the parish website.  If you or 
someone you know may be interested in joining the RCIA, please call the Religious 
Education Office at 308-635-1362 or email at dre@st-agnes-church.com  

All Priest Retreat 
 

Fr. Konka will be out of the 
office & out of town the entire 
week of September 13th thru 
the 17th.  He, along with other 

diocesan priests are attending a 
week long priest retreat in 

Schuyler, NE.  During this week, 
we will not have daily mass.  

Please pray during this week for 
all of the priests in our diocese 

and around the world.   

Mark Your Calendar!  The 
St. Agnes Fall dinner will 

be on October 17th.  
Please continue to watch 

the bulletin for more    
information as it gets     

closer.   

 

Grandparents  
Day 

September 
12, 2021 
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FAITH TO DEEDS 

 In today’s second reading 
James compares two kinds of faith, 
a dead faith and a faith that is alive 
and active. As he makes perfectly 
clear, if we come across people 
who are starving and cold it is  
simply not enough to wish them 
well and go on our way. Mark and 
Isabel decided to teach their chil-
dren that the only way to respond 
to need is to do small things  
consistently. The children were 7, 
10, and 13, so they were old enough 
to understand when the family sat 
down to talk things through. Isabel 
said, “We go to Mass every  
Sunday, we pray together at home, 
and we do things in our parish, but 
what else can we do to show Jesus 
how much we love him?” The 
younger son suggested, “Do our 
chores on time!” “That’s good,” 
said Mark, “but what can we do for 
other people?” “You mean people 
who are sick or hungry?” asked 
their daughter. “Yes,” said Isabel, 
“or people who have no job or no 
home.” After a lot of talking, the 
children decided they would save 
half of their pocket money and the 
parents would equal that amount. 
At the end of the month they 
would decide what to do with it. 
After searching on the computer 
for ideas, they decided to help a 
shelter for homeless families trying 
to regain independence. The whole 
family went to give their gift to the 
director. She thanked them and 
asked, “Would you like to meet 
some of our residents?” It was just 
after dinner so children were doing 
homework while parents chatted 
about their job searches. On the 
way home the younger son said, 
“They were really nice people. Can 
we go on helping them?” “Yes,” 
said Isabel. “We’ve only just  
begun.” Copyright © 2011, World Library Publica-

tions. All rights reserved. 
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L i v i n g  O u r   C at h o l i c  Fa i t h  

IT’S ALL ABOUT CONTROL 

 From toddlerhood to old 
age, we grow in mastery of our 
own lives, our bodies, and our 
destiny. This mastery is hard 
won, and we don’t let go of au-
tonomy easily. Much of this self
-mastery involves the avoidance 
of pain or discomfort, so when 
we hear things like “take up 
your cross” and “lose your life,” 
we tend to resist the message.  
 James says that faith with-
out works is dead. Ouch! That is 
really a direct message! One 
way to look at this, as well as 
the part about losing our life to 
find it, is that faith is a process 
of more and more openness to 
God’s direction of our lives. It is 
very hard for us to give up con-
trol, but perhaps what we are 
being asked to do is not to be-
come passive and babyish, but 
to allow God to direct where 
our self-mastery will lead and 
what it will accomplish. We are 
asked to relinquish the need to 
control the results of our 
efforts; to risk, as Jesus did, the 
loss of everything we are work-
ing to achieve. We are asked to 
let God take the lead and to 
control the results, even 
though we may never see those 
results.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Celebrating Sunday for  
Catholic Families  

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Gospel:  Mark 8:27-35 

 
On the Way to Mass:  
Talk with your children about names: what 
do your teachers, friends, and family call 
you? While everyone may call you by your 
actual name, you may also be called by a 
nickname or a term of endearment. How do 
you feel when you are called by any of 
these names? Remember that you are also 
called a Christian. What feeling does that 
evoke in you? 
 
 On the Way Home From Mass: 
In addition to “Christ,” Jesus has many 
other titles. We call him “Son of God,” “the 
Light,” “the Way,” “the Good Shepherd,” 
and “True Vine.” How do these titles help 
you better understand who Jesus is? Which 
image of Jesus helps you to “take up your 
cross and follow’ him, knowing he will 
support and protect you? 
 
 Living the Word:  
When we lose ourselves, we gain more 
trust and dependence on God. We gain 
more understanding, compassion, and 
wisdom toward  others. As a family, decide 
how you can help ease the burden of people 
who suffer in your town or city. Or is there 
a friend or neighbor whose cross can be 
lighter if you help him or her carry it? 
 

Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families  
2021-2022 

  
 
 
 

Find Us On 
 

Facebook     
Twitter: st_agnes_church   

Instagram:  st.agnescatholicchurch 
Parish Website 

www.st-agnes-church.com 
myParish App 

In the App Store on your phone or tablet 
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R_ligious E^u][tion Progr[m 
Email—dre@st-agnes-church.com           Religious Education Office—308-635-1362 

myParish App  will be used as a 
platform for communication for all 
RE programs this year.  You can 
download the app for your iPhone and 
Android smart phones. This will allow us 
to better communicate with you 
throughout the week and keep you 
updated with relevant parish news or 
updates. The app is very well designed 
and very intuitive. It will be a great 
resource for parishioners by providing 
daily Mass readings, Catholic news and 
prayers, convenient prayer and 
Confession reminders, our bulletins and 
more.    
 
FORMED, a revolutionary online 
platform, provides access to the best 
Catholic audio talks, movies, ebooks, and 
video-based studies from trusted 
providers like Augustine Institute, 
Ignatius Press, Catholic Answers, Sophia 
Institute Press, St. Paul Center, and more! 
FORMED presents a tremendous 
opportunity to help the overwhelming 
majority of Catholics change the way 
they consume media and develop a daily 
habit of faith formation and prayer. 
This is a free service to all parishioners of 
St. Agnes.  If you haven’t signed up today 
go to: www.formed.org and  sign up 
today! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation candidate and 
parent’s meeting will be on 
Wednesday, September 15th at 7 p.m. 
in the Garden Level of the Church.  
Candidates please bring a copy of 
your baptismal certificate with you 
to the meeting.  Please wear a mask. 
 
Catechist formation (Sunday) will 
be on Sunday, September 26th at 
9:00 a.m. in the learning center of 
the school.  The annual Safe 
Environment training will take place 
during this session. Please wear a 
mask. 
 
Catechetical Sunday will be 
celebrated next Sunday, September 
19th at all weekend Masses. 
 
 

Why Do Catholics 
Do That  Why do 
Catholics believe 
Jesus is truly present 
in the Eucharist? 
When Jesus said, 

“whoever eats my flesh and drinks 
my blood has eternal life” (John 
6:54), he spoke literally. Later, 
taking bread and wine, Jesus 
changed them into his body and 
blood, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body” and “this is my 
blood” (Matthew 26:26-28). The 
Catholic Church calls this action 
transubstantiation. When the priest 
consecrates the bread and wine into 
the Holy Eucharist, Jesus is literally 
present—Body and Blood, Soul and 
Divinity—just as he said.  
 

 Partners in Faith-September 2019 
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It is registration time!  This year we are requesting registration for the St. Agnes Religious Education (K-8th) and LT 
Ignite (High School) programs as soon as possible so we can prepare for the upcoming year.   The registration can 
be mailed or put into the collection basket.  If registration is completed after August 31st the fee will be $40.00 per 
child. 
 
The Sunday Elementary (K-5th) Religious Education formation sessions will be held from 9:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m. in the 
school building.  The Sunday formation sessions will begin on October 3, 2021 
 
The Wednesday Middle School  (6th-8th) Religious Education formation sessions will be held from 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 
p.m. in the school building. The Wednesday formation sessions will begin on September 22, 2021.   
 
Life Teen Ignite Groups (9-12 grades) will be held on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.  youth will 
meet in the Garden Room.  The LT Ignite  program will begin on September 22, 2021.    
 
The parent/youth Confirmation Meeting  will be held on Wednesday, September 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the Garden 
Room.    
 

Registration can also be done online at www.st-agnes-church.com. 
 
_________ ___ ___ ___ ________Please return the bottom portion of this form___ ___ ___ ___ ____________ 
 
Parent(s) 

Name___________________________________________EmailAddress____________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________Cell Number _________________ 

Child Name _______________________________________ Grade _____________ 

Child Name _______________________________________ Grade _____________ 

Child Name ________________________________________ Grade _____________ 

Parent Volunteer during the formation sessions of  RE and/or CYM 
 

This year parents are asked to volunteer during the formation sessions (minimum of once during the year.)  If you do 
not have a preference a date will be assigned for you. 
 

  I can help on _________________________________________________ Date(s) and Grade. 
 

Media Permission Slip 
 

I give St. Agnes Catholic Church permission to use my child’s picture and name in conjunction with the following: 
 

 {    }weekly parish bulletin   {    }parish website   {    }television coverage   {    }newspaper articles 
 

 
 Signature of Parent ______________________________________________________  Date ________________
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Connecting Students and Families through Faith 
September 12, 2021 

School Newsletter 

 

St. Agnes Catholic School 
205 E 23rd, Scottsbluff, NE 

Ph: 308-632-6918 

Wednesday, Sept 15th 
 No Mass—(Fr. Konka gone) 

School Picture Day 

 Friday Sept 17th 
Mid Quarter Reports  

3rd—5th Grades  

Penny Push 
Each year, St. Agnes students, staff and their adopt-a-school 
partner hold a penny push.  Pennies are saved throughout 
the year and are then donated to a charity of choice.  Last 

year, St. Agnes students saved $250 in pennies.  The money 
was donated to Fr. Jim Golka to assist with the expense  
involved in changing his vestments to those worn by a  

Bishop. 
Please save your pennies and have your child put them in 

their respective class’ bucket.  The class who saves the most 
will earn a pizza party.   

Our penny push money will be given to the Brill family to 
assist with the mounting medical bills that have  

resulted from Miss Brill’s mom’s accident.  Please help  
support the cause. 



 

Monday, Sept 13 
 
Breaded Beef Fritter  
Sandwich 
Mixed Vegetables 
Steamed Broccoli 
Potato Chips 
 
  
Helpers:  
10:55 Help Needed 

11:35 Rose Owens 

Tuesday, Sept 14 
 
Spaghetti w/meat sauce 
Green Salad w/ranch 
Roll & Margarine 
Mixed Fruit 
 
 
  
Helpers:   
10:55 Holly Suhr 

11:35 Help Needed 

Wednesday, Sept 15 
 
Cheese Quesadilla 
Salsa 
Corn 
Tater Circles 
Mandarin Oranges 

 

Helpers:  
10:30 Kristine Sole 

11:30 Help Needed 

Thursday, Sept 16 
 
Hamburger Pizza 
Spinach w/dressing 
Green Beans 
Wheat Roll & Margarine 
Peaches 
 
 
 
Helpers:  
10:30 Andrea Margheim 
11:30 Andrea Margheim 

Friday, Sept 17 
 
Hot Dog on a bun 
French Fries 
Carrots w/ranch 
Pears 
 
 
  
Helpers:  
10:30 Andrea Margheim 

11:30 Andrea Margheim 

Hot Lunch Menu for September 13th, 2021 - September 17th, 2021 

Classroom News………... 
MAP Testing 

MAP (Measure of Academic Progress) is a computer-
adaptive skills assessment that provides parents and 

teachers with metrics to measure a student’s growth and 
progress.  The MAP test is adaptive, meaning that the 

computer allows for test questions to adapt to an 
individual’s skill level.  The test covers reading, language and 
mathematics and helps teachers determine what skills need 

to be taught and how best to group children in the 
classroom.  It also helps students set goals for 

improvement. 
St. Agnes 1st-5th grade students will be taking MAP tests 

beginning Thursday, September 23-Friday, October 1.  We 
ask that you not schedule appointments during your child’s 
scheduled testing time.  If you have a need for your child to 

be gone, please contact the classroom teacher to attain 
their individual test schedule and work to avoid these times. 

Wonders Reading 
All of our new reading materials have finally arrived and the 

students are hard at work developing their reading skills 
using these wonderful new resources.  Thanks to all who 
donated to last year’s paddle auction which raised over 

$13,000 to help support this purchase. 

 
 
 
 
 

Safety Day 

St. Agnes students took part in safety day on Friday, Sept. 3rd.  Students 
received training in the Standard Response Protocols verbiage and action.  

All drills including: Secure (formerly called Lockout), Lockdown, Shelter, 
Fire and Evacuation were practiced both from the classrooms as well as 
other places in the building.  Each student knows the response for each 

drill, where safe zones are located in the building and how to walk to our 
evacuation site at First Methodist Church.   

Mrs. Brown is very proud of the student’s efforts to learn these important 
safety measures and thanks Deputy Chris Calvert for his assistance with the 

day.   In celebration of our great efforts, we enjoyed ice 
cream sundaes at the end of the day! 

 



What’s Happening at St. Agnes School………... 
 

Second Grade Class  

By Lori Svitak 

  Hello!  We are starting our third week of school!  The students have been troopers learning all 
the rules and requirements of second grade.  We will have a great year! 
One of our new activities this year in second grade involve STEM bins.  STEM stands for science, 
technology, engineering, and math.  Each bin contains materials for the students to create a 
predetermined object from a list of choices.  This could be a tunnel, bridge, cave, or even creating  a 
new toy.  This has been a popular center. 
 Another new activity we are doing this year is “Flashlight Fridays.”  On Fridays, during reading 
time, the students choose three books to read using a flashlight or headlamp.  We turn off the lights 
and read in the dark using these lights.  It is amazing how quiet and engaged the students are. 
 I hope your child told you about our experiment of “Saving Sammy.”  The students worked in groups to get a 
gummy lifesaver onto a gummy worm using only paperclips.  It was interesting listening in on the groups and watching 
cooperation take place. 
 Happy Fall Y’all! 

Library Room News  

By Lana Payne 

 The books in the library have 
missed us over the summer and are busy 
welcoming us all back to school!  We’ve 
spent these first weeks getting 
reacquainted with the library: the rules 
about the handling and care of the books, 
appropriate behavior while in the Library, and the proper care of 
library books that students checkout from the library. 
 During the month of September the library will feature 
books on: the beginning of the school year, libraries, kindness, 
sharing, love, friendship, Johnny Appleseed, September 11, 2001, 
and other books. 
 Three new books to teach children about the events and 
aftermath of 9/11 have been added to the library collection: This 
Very Tree: A Story of 9/11, Resilience and Regrowth by Sean Rubin, 
30,000 Stitches: The Inspiring Story of the National 9/11 Flag by 
Amanda Davis, Branches of Hope: The 9/11 Survivor Tree by Ann 
Magee.  Also added are these chapter books for older students: 
Ranger in Time: Escape from the Twin Towers by Kate Messner, 
Towers Falling by Jewell Parker Rhodes and Ground Zero by Alan 
Gratz.  
 Students are also checking out books for the new 

Reading Incentive program.  This year’s 

theme is Blast Off with Reading! To add to 

the fun, throughout the school year the 

library will feature books on space and 

related space topics! 

Music Room News  

By Cori Taedter 

 I couldn’t be more excited to report that St. Agnes 
students and I have begun a most exciting music adventure 
together! I have so enjoyed meeting everyone, and am looking 
forward to the many musical experiences that await us. 
 All grades will be spending the next few weeks working 

diligently on rhythmic notation, rhythm patterns, and creating and 

performing original rhythmic compositions. I am so glad that the 

kids do not tire of rhythmic name games to start the year; Mrs. 

Taedter has many names to learn, and games are certainly an 

enjoyable way to do it! We are blessed with a nice supply of 

rhythm instruments in our classroom, so we will be learning about 

their origins, what makes them unique, and playing them with 

gusto, I’m sure! Grades PreK-2 are concentrating on activities to 

strengthen steady beat, 3rd grade is beginning a drumming unit 

which will lead to playing from notation, while 4th and 5th grades 

are dazzling me with 

their musical knowledge 

through review games 

and reading rhythmic 

ostinati. I am so happy 

to say that our school is 

full of students who love 

to sing, which makes our 

music classroom a 

wonderful place to be!  


