Rev. Rayappa Konka
Pastor
Susan Flohr
Pastoral Minister
Mass Schedule:
(October - May)
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 am
(June - September)
Saturday 6:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:00 am
Mon, Tues, Wed, Friday 7 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays one hour prior to evening
Mass or by appointment (632-2541)

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call the Parish Office
Parish Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday, 9am - Noon
& 1pm - 4pm

2314 Third Avenue, Scottsbluff, Nebraska 69361
(308)632-2541 Fax: (308)632-2146
Mailing address: PO Box 349, Scottsbluff, NE 69363-0349
Website: www.st-agnes-church.com
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September 19, 2021

The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Who is Honored
Today’s Gospel passage has two parts: Jesus’ announcement again of
his coming suffering and death, and a scene with the disciples arguing
about who is the “greatest.” Mark places these scenes next to each other
to emphasize the disciples’ failure to understand. Their petty argument
was the opposite of what Jesus had described as the way to follow him.
The disciples were following common understanding of group status: to
honor the influential and those who seem to contribute the most. Jesus
points to the opposite: he honors the vulnerable, the “least” in the
community; in this case, a child. And he honors those who welcome the
child.
Mark was addressing his own community in the early Church, who were
seeking to learn how to live their faith. His questions may be important for
us too. Who is honored in our faith community, and why? How do we
honor those whom we set as examples? Who benefits from this different
kind of “greatness?”
Twice in today’s Gospel, Jesus’ disciples are reduced to silence. First
when Jesus describes his future suffering and death, and again when
caught in their argument about who is the greatest. Perhaps they were
afraid to really understand his teachings because of what it might cost
them. Maybe they were afraid of being seen as ignorant by Jesus and
especially by each other. What if they had dared to admit their confusion
and ignorance and asked Jesus hard questions? Would Jesus have
welcomed them?
Jesus presents a child who is to be welcomed and embraced. The child
sets an example: it is the child who knows that he or she doesn’t know.
The child is free to ask “childlike” questions, and is open to answers. What
if, in the intimacy of our prayer, we asked Jesus our own hard,
embarrassing questions: about life, about ourselves and our relationships,
about God? How might our relationship with God then change?

office@st-agnes-church.com

Pastoral Minister
Susan Flohr

This Week’s Schedule

pastoralcare@st-agnes-church.com

Monday, September 20, 2021

Thursday, September 23, 2021

Director of Religious Education

Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: †Felix Koenig by Lucille Koenig
Communal Rosary (4:45pm)
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)

**Online Mass Only **
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)

Mrs. Terri Calvert (ext.5)
dre@st-agnes-church.com

School Head Teacher
Mrs. Julie Brown (632-6918)
office@st-agnes-school.com

School Office Manager
Teresa Johnson (632-6918)
office@st-agnes-school.com

Prayer Chain Coordinator
Jean Ahrens - (308-672-4632)

Tuesday, September 21, 2021
Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: Bingham/Hoff Family
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)

Wednesday, September 22, 2021
Daily Mass (8:15am)
Intention: †Don Overman by Bernadine &
Family
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)
Contemplative Prayer Group (6:00 pm)

Friday, September 24, 2021
Daily Mass (7:00am)
Intention: †John Meyer by The Peck Family
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm)

Saturday, September 25, 2021
Weekend Mass (6:00pm)
Intention: All Priests & Religious Life by
Eileen Young

Sunday, September 26, 2021
Weekend Mass (8:00am)
Intention: For the Paris
Weekend Mass (10:00am)
Intention: †Arvilla Lefever by Eileen Young
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This Week’s Readings

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk
8:16-18
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:25; Mt 9:9-13
Ezr 9:5-9; Tb:13:2, 34abefghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6
Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-6a,
9b; Lk 9:7-9
Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1-4; Lk
9:18-22
Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jer
31:10-12ab, 13; Lk 9:43b45
Nm 11:25-29; Ps 19:8, 10,
12-14; Jas 5:1-6; Mk 9:3843, 45, 47-48
Mark Your Calendar! The
St. Agnes Fall dinner will
be on October 17th.
Please continue to watch
the bulletin for more
information as it gets
closer.

Ladies of St. Agnes:
Please join us for a social &
fellowship Thursday, September 23rd
at 7pm in the Garden Room.
Brownie Sundaes will be served. This
event is hosted by the
St. Agnes Altar Society.
(Masks are highly encouraged) We hope to
see you all there!

Introduction to the Qur’an
Monday evening discussion group is here
again. Beginning Monday, October 11th at
7:00 pm in the garden room, we will be
learning about and discussing the Qur’an.
Since Mohammad first heard the word
Recite! more than 1.400 years ago the
Qur’an has become one of the most
influential and important texts in human
history. It is the sacred heart of the Islamic
faith. It has shaped cultures and created
empires. But for many—especially
non-Muslims—the Qur’an remains a
mystery. Though it only begins to address
the endless questions, issues, and insights
that arise from the Qur’an, this DVD
course aims to introduce you to its
theological depth, literary beauty, and
cultural significance in a
way that inspires
further curiosity.
All are welcome. Join
together for a time to
explore.

Finance Corner
Sunday Collections
& ATW Giving
September 12, 2021 Totals
Actual
ATW
Online Giving
Budget
Surplus (Deficit)
West Ne Register

$3416.00
$4970.00
$805.50
$9000.00
$191.50
$714.00

September Totals
Actual
ATW
Online Giving
Budget
Surplus (Deficit)

$9671.00
$8690.00
$1651.00
$18000.00
$2012.00

Next Sunday’s 2nd collection is for
VCNIN
Thank you for your continued
giving!

An Invitation to Journey
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process by which people become
members of the Roman Catholic Church. The process is concerned with the total formation
of the person into:

• Believing with the Church community (doctrinal formation)
• Living with the Church community (practical formation)
• Praying with the Church community (liturgical formation)
• Serving with the Church community (apostolic formation)
The RCIA is intended to serve:
• The unbaptized who would like to learn more about the Catholic religion
• Those baptized in another religion who think they might like to become Catholic
• Those baptized Catholic who have not completed the Initiation Sacraments or
who have not been raised in the Faith.
Sessions will begin in late September, early October. Keep watching the bulletin for exact
dates and times. The registration form can be found on the parish website. If you or
someone you know may be interested in joining the RCIA, please call the Religious
Education Office at 308-635-1362 or email at dre@st-agnes-church.com

Pre-Baptism Class
Will meet Sunday, October 3rd at
11:30am right after mass in the
Garden Room.
Those who have an infant needing
Baptism must
attend
Pre-Baptism Class
prior to receiving
the sacrament.
Please pre-arrange
babysitting, as
none is provided.
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The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Journey of
Grief
Sundays
Oct. 3, 10, 17, 31
Nov. 7, 14, 21
5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Christ the King
Catholic Church
18th & N Street
Gering, NE 69341

Come to the West doors of the
Education Center
(Face masks will be available.)

Everyone is
Welcome
Contact: Ellen Ramig at
308-631-0811
or Stephanie Upp at
308-631-0645
The Journey of Grief is a seven-session
program designed to aid the healing
process of grief. Meetings will include
information and
discussion.
Discussion will be based on Doug Manning’s Video Series - “The Journey of
Grief”. His presentation about the
grief journey is captured in a personal
way with practical advice. Sit with
others who are grieving as he discusses
the elements of the grief experience,
the important aspects of a healthy
approach to grieving and what grief
companions can do to be a helpful
part of the journey. The video topics
are:
The Journey of Grief
The Definition of Grief
The Dimensions of Grief
The Needs of Grief
The Ceremonies of Grief
The Normal Reactions of Grief
The Significance of Grief
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St. Agnes Catholic School
Hall of Fame Nomination Form
Please use this form to select your nominations for these two prestigious awards. These awards
will be presented at the 2021 St. Agnes Premiere Dinner and Auction at the Civic Center in Gering, Nebraska.

Distinguished Alumni Award
This prestigious award is bestowed to a former St. Agnes student in recognition of outstanding achievement through his
or her contributions to the arts, business, education, government, humanities, science and philanthropies. The recipient
must be an individual who, in deed or action, has brought honor to themselves, to St. Agnes School and to their
community.
Nomination Criteria:
 Must have attended St. Agnes School  Must be at least 25 years old  Nominee may be deceased

Nominee’s Name:_______________________________________________ Age: _______
St. Agnes Student: YES______
NO_____ Attendance Dates:____________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP:_____________________________________________________________
Phone:________________________Email:_______________________________________
Qualifications/Achievements: (Please use additional paper.)

Friend of St. Agnes Award
This service award is given in honor and recognition of an individual that has provided extraordinary service through
volunteerism and support to St. Agnes School. The recipient can be alumni, faculty, support staff, clergy, parents,
parishioners or community members.
Nomination Criteria:

 Must be at least 25 years old  Nominee may be deceased

Nominee’s Name:_______________________________________________ Age: _______
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP:_____________________________________________________________
Phone:________________________Email:_______________________________________
Dedication & Service to St. Agnes: (Please use additional paper.)

Nominator’s Name:_______________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP:__________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________Email:__________________________

Return form by October 8, 2021 to:

St. Agnes School Foundation * PO Box 2214 * Scottsbluff, NE 69363-2214
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Twenty-fifth Sunday in ordinary Time

R_ligious E^u][tion Progr[m
Email—dre@st-agnes-church.com

Religious Education Oﬃce—308-635-1362

Celebrating Sunday for
Catholic Families
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Gospel: Mark 9:30-37
On the Way to Mass:
Ask your children, whom do you see
as a leader? What have they done to
show you this? What qualities do you
think a leader should have?
On the Way Home From Mass:
Why would the person who wishes to
be first be last? Why would that
person serve others? Recall the
answers your children gave you on the
qualities of leadership. Are they
aligned with Jesus’ definition of
greatness?
Living the Word:
Explain to your children what servant
leadership means. Then invite each
family member to name one person
who is an example of service others
by what they say or do. What makes
this person great and a servant of all?
Say a prayer thanking God for these
people who are great in the eyes of
Jesus
Celebrating Sunday for Catholic
Families 2021-2022

Find Us On
Facebook
Twitter: st_agnes_church
Instagram: st.agnescatholicchurch
Parish Website
www.st-agnes-church.com
myParish App
In the App Store on your phone or
tablet

Catechist formation (Sunday)
will be on Sunday, September
26th at 9:00 a.m. in the learning
center of the school. The annual
Safe Environment training will
take place during this session.
Please wear a mask.
Middle/High School formation
begins
on
Wednesday,
September 22nd - 7-8:15 p.m.

This year, the
Church will
celebrate
Catechetical
Sunday on
September
19, 2021 The
2021 theme
will be "Say the Word and My Soul
Shall be Healed." Those who the
Community has designated to serve as
catechists will be called forth to be
commissioned for their ministry.
Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful
opportunity to reflect on the role that each
person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in
handing on the faith and being a witness
to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an
opportunity for all to rededicate
themselves to this mission as a
community of faith.
Those handing on the faith at St. Agnes
this year are:

myParish App will be used as a
platform for communication for
all RE programs this year. You
can download the app for your
iPhone and Android smart phones.
This will allow us to better
communicate with you throughout
the week and keep you updated with
relevant parish news or updates. The
app is very well designed and very
intuitive. It will be a great resource for
parishioners by providing daily Mass
readings, Catholic news and prayers,
convenient prayer and Confession
reminders, our bulletins and more.

Elementary School
Ann Anderson, Nikita Anderson,
Elizabeth Kreiling, Ethan Gion, Lilli
Golden, Jazmine Golden, JoAnn
Golden, JoAnn Nash,
Middle School
Christopher
Calvert,
Elizabeth
Kreiling, Michael Calvert, Shae
Brost, Jeff & Lisa Gion.
High School (Ignite)
Jeff Gion, Mike Moravec, Mike
Esselstein.
St. Agnes School
Julie Brown, Teresa Johnson, Nicole
Boness, Meghan Calvert, Teri
Ramirez, Chelsea Perez, Sharon Bird,
Lori Svitak, Amanda Brill, Kristie
Becker, Elizabeth Salazar, Cori
Taedter, Lana Payne, Orlando Linz,
Rob Polk, Melisa Dudley.
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Take action to quiet worry
As we enter another school year in a time of pandemic, children may
feel anxious about what’s ahead. Taking
spiritual action can help them feel less
stress and worry. Consider these ideas:
Give God your troubles. Encourage
youngsters to write down concerns on
slips of paper. Place them in a basket or
bowl before a crucifix or an image of
Jesus. Then ask Him to handle your
worries, and avoid thinking about them
again. “Cast all your worries upon Him because He cares for you” (1
Peter 5:7).
Perform a daily act of kindness. The best antidote to worrying about
ourselves can be to think of others. Ask youngsters to perform an act of
kindness for someone else each day. Do an extra chore unasked, sit
next to a student who may not have a friend, help the teacher straighten
up the classroom. “A friend owes kindness to one in despair ...” (Job
6:14),
Pick a saint. When a situation causes anxiety but is out of our control,
call in some celestial backup. Pick one saint each month to read about,
learn about, and to ask for intercession. The saints are God’s best
friends, and He listens to them. “... (I)f the word of the Lord were with
them, then they would intercede with the LORD of hosts” (Jeremiah
27:18).

Why do Catholics do that?
Why is our
Church called
“Catholic”?
The
word
“catholic”
comes from
the
Greek,
“katholikos.”
It means “throughout the whole” or
“universal.”
The first record of the Church
being called “Catholic” quotes a
first-century letter St. Ignatius
wrote to the Smyrnaeans, “Where
the bishop appears, there let the
people be, just as where Jesus
Christ is, there is the Catholic
Church.” St. Cyril of Jerusalem
(347) wrote, “Now it [the Church]
is called Catholic because it is
throughout the world, from one
end of the earth to the other."
Partners in Faith - September 2021

Thoughtful moments
A stranger in your home?
Would you let a stranger into your home, give
him your child’s undivided attention for hours,
and let him tell her what to wear and how to
behave? Yet, that’s what happens when
children have too much unsupervised access to screens. To break the
cycle, consider fasting from screens one day a week and substitute a
family activity, such as reading aloud or playing board games instead.
Positive penance
Penance isn’t punishment. When we do something that hurts our
friendship with God, penance helps us to take responsibility for our
actions and make amends. Our sin affects others, and our penance and
reparation can, too.
The Baptized are never alone
Remind children that even when we aren’t with them, God
is. Baptism means we have been chosen by God and set
apart for Him. Those who are baptized become part of
God’s family and He never forgets His own.
Partners in Faith - September 2021

FORMED, a revolutionary online
platform, provides access to the best
Catholic audio talks, movies, ebooks, and
video-based studies from trusted providers
like Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press,
Catholic Answers, Sophia Institute Press,
St. Paul Center, and more!
FORMED presents a tremendous
opportunity to help the overwhelming
majority of Catholics change the way they
consume media and develop a daily habit
of faith formation and prayer.
This is a free service to all parishioners of
St. Agnes. If you haven’t signed up today
go to: www.formed.org and sign up today!
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School Newsletter

Connecting Students and Families through Faith
September 19, 2021

We’ve Got Spirit
St. Agnes spiritware ordering is currently underway. Students / parents interested in purchasing St. Agnes apparel
may order from the form sent home on September 8th.
Orders must be turned in by September 24 th. Pictures of
the apparel are on display in the front and back hallways
of the school. Students are encouraged to wear their St.
Agnes apparel on Fridays to show our school spirit.

Monday, Sept 20th
Flowerfield Field Trip—grades 4 & 5
Wednesday Sept 22nd
Mass @ 8:15—4th Grade leads
Thursday, Sept 23rd
MAP Testing begins

St. Agnes Catholic School
205 E 23rd, Scottsbluff, NE
Ph: 308-632-6918

Classroom News………...
MAP Testing Schedule

Heeding Father’s Message

Below is the Fall MAP testing schedule. Please note when your
child/children are testing. Please avoid scheduling appointments,
trips etc. during these dates/times. Making sure your child is well
rested and has eaten a good breakfast helps them perform at their
best. If your child is ill, please do not send them to test. They will
not do their best and others will be exposed. We will find a time to
make up these tests.

Wednesday, September 8th marked the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Father Konka gave the students a
wonderful sermon on the importance of this day – Mary’s
birthday. She is one of only 3 saints within the church whose
birthdays are celebrated versus their death days. He spoke
on what an important role Mary has in the church and how
we should honor her and pray to her often. He suggested
they celebrate her birthday all day, just they same as they
celebrate their own. Below is a drawing done by one of the
students who obviously took that message to heart. �

Date

8:15am

10:00am

10:15am

1:05pm

9/23

2nd Math
5th Math

9/24

3rd Math

9/27

1st Math

4th Lang

9/28

2nd Reading

3rd Lang

4th Math
5th Lang

1st Reading

9/29
9/30

3rd Reading

10/1

4th Reading

5th Reading

Technology Through Time
th

St. Agnes 4 grade students enjoyed the first field trip of the year to the Farm and Ranch Museum where they learned about what
farming was like in the past. Students experienced hands-on opportunities to grind corn, pedal a potato harvester, use a pulley system to
bring up water from a well and more. They then discussed how technology has advanced these same processes to be done by electronic
machines today. Thanks to Dave Wolf and the many wonderful volunteers who help make this event possible for our community’s 4th
graders. It is a wonderful part of the Nebraska History lessons that occur at this grade.
Coming up next is the beloved trip to Flowerfield School.

Hot Lunch Menu for September 20th, 2021 - September 24th, 2021
Monday, Sept 20

Tuesday, Sept 21

Wednesday, Sept 22

Thursday, Sept 23

Friday, Sept 24

Chili w/beans
Cinnamon Rolls
Wheat Crackers
Applesauce

Pulled Pork Sandwich
Fresh Potato Chips
Fresh Broccoli w/ranch
Apricots

Soft Shell Taco
Lettuce, cheese, salsa
Tater Tots
Peas
Mandarin Oranges
Cookie

Fried Chicken Leg
Mashed Potatoes & gravy
Green Salad
1/2 Banana
Roll & Margarine

Pancakes
Denver Scrambled
Eggs w/red pepper
Potato Triangles
Spinach
Orange Wedges

Helpers:
10:55 Kristine Sole
11:35 Isabel Moreno

Helpers:
10:55 Jaquie Rief
11:35 Jessica Acosta

Helpers:
10:30 Kristine Sole
11:30 Jessica Acosta

Helpers:
10:30 Andrea Margheim
11:30 Andrea Margheim

Helpers:
10:30 Maina Kader
11:30 Maina Kader

What’s Happening at St. Agnes School………...
First Grade Class
By Sharon Bird
The students in first grade are very enthusiastic and eager to learn. We have been
learning class and school procedures. We have St. Agnes School Spirit!
In religion, we are learning that God is our Father, and He loves us. This year we go to Mrs.
Calvert’s classroom for Break Open the Word.
In science, we are discussing sound. We have discussed volume, pitch, vibration, and
echolocation. We made pan flutes. The students did a super job following all the directions and
had a great amount of fun. What a wonderful learning experience! Tuesday afternoons we do
STEM projects. We made boats. Wow! What wonderful engineers! Then we put our boats in water and put unifix
cubes in them to see which one could hold the most cubes. We also made trees during STEM.
We have two new students in our class. The students are Marshall and Kennedy Rief. Our class now has 14
students.
Thank you parents for studying spelling with your child. Please continue to read each day and study spelling!

Fifth Grade Class
By Liz Salazar
It’s kind of hard to believe that we are in the fourth week of the school year. The fifth graders
have had a wonderful start to the year! We have had some fun activities and have been busy reviewing
some concepts from last year and learning new ones too!
We are so excited to be going to Flowerfield in the next couple of weeks. We have been
learning about what school was like for children in the late 1800’s. We are grateful that we get to have
this experience.
In science, we have started learning about matter and how we can identify one type of matter
from another. We have been observing the mass, solubility, and magnetism of various types of matter.
We currently are doing an experiment on three different types of matter to determine if once they
dissolve in water are they “gone” for good. We are testing sugar, salt, and baking soda. We will have
to wait a few days to see the outcome.
In reading, we are reading the book Rules by Cynthia Lord. Catherine is 12 years old and has a
younger brother who has autism. She tells of how everything revolves around David’s disability. She
is trying to teach him rules that will prevent him from embarrassing her. We have met characters in the
story that Catherine meets in the neighborhood. We have been discovering the different traits that
each character possesses. We have also been completing activities using various vocabulary words
from the story. We are enjoying this book a lot!

