
Lesson 47 – THE PURPOSE OF GOD FULFILLED IN CHRIST (1)           Romans 8:28-29 

(8:28) – “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to His purpose” – As the true children of God, evidenced 
by our faith in Christ, this is the grand conclusion of all that has been revealed to us of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Because of the Father’s sovereign power and purpose to 
glorify Himself in the salvation of His people through the merits of His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and because of the Holy Spirit’s revelation of His purpose to God’s true children, we 
are assured that “all things” (good and bad, nothing excluded) “work together for good.”  
“We KNOW” this because we have God’s Word to settle the matter.  God’s Word is His 
promise to save to the uttermost all who truly believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  His promise 
is accompanied by His oath which is His glory engaged to keep His promise to all whom He 
gave to Christ before the foundation of the world and all whom Christ redeemed on the cross 
(Heb. 6:17-20). 
 First, understand that this does not say that all things are good.  There is much sin and 
evil in the world and within us.  We still suffer the consequences of sin shown forth in natural 
disasters, sickness, and death.  We cannot say, for example, that sickness and death are good 
in themselves.  But we CAN say that sickness and death are good FOR us.  How?  Because God 
Who is good is working all things, good and bad, together for our ETERNAL and SPIRITUAL 
good.  All things are under God’s sovereign direction and control to fulfill His purpose to 
glorify Himself in the salvation of His elect by His grace through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Secondly, we need to realize that only God can work all things together for good.  
Unbelievers sometimes conclude that if ALL things, good and bad, work together for good, 
then it is not wrong for them to do bad things.  But this is sinful human reasoning that 
presumes upon God and elevates man to a position he does not deserve.  Again, God alone is 
wise, sovereign, and powerful enough to rule over ALL THINGS, good and bad, and make them 
work together for His glory and the eternal good of His people.  We see an example of this in 
the life of Joseph (Gen. 50:15-21), but the greatest example is in the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Acts 2:22-23; 4:26-28). 
 Thirdly, this eternal “good” applies only “to them that love God,” i.e. sinners saved 
by God’s grace and brought by the Holy Spirit to love the true and living God as He reveals 
Himself in Christ.  The only ones who truly love God are those who believe in and love the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  No sinner by nature loves the true and living God (Rom. 8:5-8; 1 Cor. 
2:14).  The natural man loves a god of his own imagination, an idol, but he does not love the 
true God of the Bible.  Before we are called by the Holy Spirit in the Gospel and reconciled 
unto God by faith in Christ, we are enemies of God (Col. 1:21).  Only true believers love God, 
and our love is yet imperfect because of the remaining presence, power, and contamination 
of the flesh.  But we who have been brought unto God as reconciled to us by the cross of 
Christ DO love God because He first loved us (1 John 4:7-13).  His love is “shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost” when He convinces us of God’s sovereign and unconditional 
love “toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:5,8).  
This is when God’s children begin to love Him in Christ. 
 Fourthly, the only ones who can make this claim rightfully are “them who are THE 
CALLED according to His purpose.”  This is the effectual and invincible calling of the Holy 
Spirit that brings sinners to faith in Christ (submission to Him and His righteousness as the 
only ground of salvation) and repentance of dead works and idolatry.  Unbelievers may quote 
this verse and take comfort in it, but their comfort is a false sense of peace and security.  All 
things are NOT working for good for those who live and die in unbelief.  The wrath of God 
abides upon them and even the good things they receive will ultimately be a curse to them 
(John 3:36).  The called” are those whom God has powerfully and invincibly called to Christ 
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in the power of the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the Gospel (Rom 1:16-17; 1 Cor. 
1:23-24; 2 Cor. 4:3-6; 2 Thess. 2:13-14).  This calling is God’s summons to His people upon 
giving them all things that pertain to spiritual life and godliness in and by the Lord Jesus 
Christ (2 Pet. 1:3-10).  This is the irresistible calling of the Holy Spirit in which He uses God’s 
Gospel to convict sinners of sin, righteousness, and judgment so as to bring them to Christ by 
God-given faith and repentance. 
 Fifthly, we must understand that the purpose of God in working all things for good is 
His own glory in the salvation of His people by His grace through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Many 
who claim to have been called boast of a calling that is NOT according to God’s purpose.  For 
example, those who claim to have been called under a false gospel of salvation conditioned 
on sinners and which will fail unless sinner’s meet certain conditions.  This glorifies the sinner 
and not the savior.  God’s glory is the revelation of His honor and majesty as He reveals 
Himself in the glory of His attributes.  In the salvation of His people by His grace based on the 
merits of Christ’s death for us (His righteousness imputed) we can see all of God’s attributes 
honored and magnified in Him as both a just God and a Savior.  God’s glory in Christ demands 
and insures the complete salvation of all whom He has purposed to save by His grace in 
Christ.  If God fails to save even one of His chosen people, His glory is dishonored, and there 
is no salvation for any of us.  Believers are commanded in God’s Word to be diligent to make 
our “calling and election sure” (2 Pet. 1:10).  The only way we can do this is to make sure 
that our calling was (and is) based on God’s purpose and truth as revealed in the TRUE Gospel 
of God’s grace in Christ Jesus.  The next two verses lay out God’s whole plan of salvation for 
His chosen people. 

(8:29) –– “For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate [to be] conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.”  Salvation is 
truly all of God by His grace through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our part in salvation is to be the 
recipients of blessings and benefits which we had no part in producing and which we do not 
deserve and did not earn.  Christ earned all spiritual blessings for us by His obedience unto 
death as our Surety, Substitute, and Redeemer.  It is by His righteousness imputed to us that 
we are brought into a right standing with God and receive all spiritual blessings in eternal 
life.  Consider: 
 “For whom He did foreknow” – Many claim this means that God merely had prior 
knowledge of things.  They claim that God peered into the future to see who would believe 
and chose them based on their believing.  But “foreknow” means foreordained from eternity 
(Acts 13:48; Eph. 1:3-11; 2 Thess. 2:13-14; 1 Pet. 1:2).  Because God is omniscient, there 
is a sense in which He knows all men and even knows their hearts (Gen. 6:5; 1 Sam. 16:7; 
Matt. 9:4; John 2:24; Heb. 4:12-13).  God knows all!  He knows all about them (their birth, 
life, death, and destiny); but in eternal love and grace, He knows only His elect (His sheep) 
(John 10:14-16; Matt. 7:23). God’s foreknowledge is His sovereign foreordination of sinners 
whom He chose to save by His grace through Christ.  His choice was not conditioned on them 
in any way.  It was all according to the election of grace (Rom. 9:11-16).  So, this describes 
God’s eternal counsel and includes all that He has determined and purposed to do prior to 
human history.  We are never commanded by God to find out if we were chosen by Him or 
not.  We are told that all whom God has chosen will be called in the power of the Holy Spirit 
through the preaching of the Gospel.  All who truly believe in Christ were chosen by God 
before the foundation of the world (1 Thess. 1:4-5; 2 Thess. 2:13-14).  Sinners are 
commanded to seek the Lord in Christ according to God’s truth. 
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