
Lesson 50 – NO SEPARATION FROM GOD’S LOVE       Romans 8:35-39 

(8:35) – “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” – The apostle Paul states the case 
for the eternal security of all sinners saved by grace.  It is the fact that they are all justified 
by God Who cannot charge them with sins, and that Christ has redeemed them (Rom. 
8:31-34).  If we are saved by God’s grace based on Christ’s righteousness alone, then we are 
eternally secure in God’s grace through Christ.  Another strong proof of this is that the 
believer’s eternal security in Christ is based on the sovereign love of God for His people in 
Christ.  We who have been born again by the Spirit do love God, but our love for Him is not 
the cause or ground of our salvation and preservation unto glory.  It is His love for us in Christ 
that saves and keeps us forever (1 John 4:10).  We can never be separated from Him, for He 
will never stop loving us or let us perish in our sins (John 10:14-18, 27-30).  The apostle 
begins here to list all things that in their very nature would separate from the love of God if 
they could.  They cannot because God loves us, Christ died for us, and He will not allow these 
things to separate us from Him (Rom. 8:28). 
 “Tribulation” is every kind of trouble or loss we experience.  “Distress,” or anguish, 
is the feelings of despair and loss we have during tribulations.  “Persecution” is afflictions 
we suffer for Christ's sake when we stand with Him and His truth against the world.  “Famine, 
nakedness, peril, or sword” were all frequently experienced by Paul as he suffered hunger, 
thirst, cold, and nakedness for the Gospel.  He was eventually executed by the enemies of 
Christ.  Paul wrote, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12), and “For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only 
to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake” (Php. 1:29).  The Lord taught us that we 
are blessed when we are “persecuted for righteousness’ sake” (Matt. 5:10-12) because it 
is for the glory of God and proves our identification with Christ in the salvation with which He 
has blessed us.  It shows us that our hope is not in this sin-cursed world and that our hope is 
in Christ forever and ever.  He told us not to be amazed or perplexed if the world hates us 
because the world hates Him Who is our Lord and Savior (1 John 3:11-13; John 15:18—16:3).  
We must bow to God's wisdom and be thankful we have His promise that all of these horrible 
things will ultimately be for His glory and our eternal good because they cannot separate us 
from His love for us in Christ. 

(8:36) – Paul quotes here from Psalm 44:22 to show that God’s elect, all who identify with 
Christ in His grace, love, and truth, all who stand in opposition to the world and its false 
gospels, false ways, and false refuges, have been accused, persecuted, and even put to death 
continually – “all the day long.”   This is the persecution that comes over our testimony of 
the truth.  It exposes the sinfulness, impotence, unrighteousness, and hopeless of all people 
without Christ (John 3:19-20).  It keeps us from religious fellowship with the world, and this 
brings out the world’s hatred towards us (John 15:18—16:3). 
 “We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter” – This is much the same as when Paul 
wrote, “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, BY 
WHOM THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED UNTO ME, AND I UNTO THE WORLD” (Gal. 6:14).  When 
Paul was converted, he counted all his past efforts in religion as “dung” (Php. 3:7-9).  How 
do you suppose that made his former friends in false religion who still gloried in these things 
feel?  They now hated Paul because of his love for Christ and his glorying only the cross (the 
finished work) of Christ for salvation.  Just as they looked at sheep who were raised to be 
slaughtered, they looked at Paul, and all true believers, in the same way.  The world looks 
upon God’s people as if they were meant to be killed (Heb. 11:35-37). 
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(8:37) – These are comforting words for a true child of God.  Even in spite of all these terrible 
things we suffer because of our identification with and testimony of Christ and His truth, “in 
all these things we are more than conquerors THROUH HIM THAT LOVED US.”  Again, we 
are reminded it is not our works that we are preserved, but it is through Him that loved us 
that we have ultimate victory.  How can it be said that we have victory "in all these things"?  
It is the nature of such things to ruin us, to cause us to hate God and take sides with Satan in 
the religion of the world.  If all these things could accomplish this goal, then they would be 
the conquerors.  But Christ has overcome sin, Satan, and the world (Dan. 9:24; 1 John 4:4; 
5:4-5).  Christ changes the purpose of all these things to work for His glory and our eternal 
good.  Their intended goal is defeated, His glorious goal is accomplished, and we are 
victorious through Him.  God’s love is engaged on our behalf, and nothing can conquer His 
love for us in Christ. 

(8:38-39) – Paul concludes this section with a glorious statement of faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  “For I am persuaded” (convinced) – Salvation is not a decision we come to of our 
own “free will.”  It is a persuasion unto which God the Holy Spirit brings us to in the new 
birth.  It is the Holy Spirit’s convicting work to show us our sins and drive us to Christ for 
righteousness and eternal life (John 16:8-11).  All decisions we make concerning salvation are 
founded upon and come from this persuasion – “For the which cause I also suffer these 
things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that 
day” (2 Tim. 1:12).  This is the true nature of God-given faith as it is founded upon the Word 
of God (Rom. 10:17) and the sure promises of God in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20).  Faith is not a blind 
leap in the dark or an emotional high that wavers up and down.  Our faith can only be 
measured by our total reliance upon Christ crucified and risen again and no confidence in the 
flesh (Php. 3:3). 
 -- “that neither death” – Because we who believe are eternally justified by grace 
through faith and have Christ's righteousness imputed to us, because we have life by the Holy 
Spirit from God as an earnest of our expectation, we need never again fear the separation 
from God which Adam first experienced in the Garden of Eden.  Christ Himself, as our Surety, 
Substitute, and Surety, suffered death for us (1 Cor. 15:55-58; Heb. 2:14-17).  Now, because 
of Christ’s death and resurrection, our death is our glorious entrance into His very presence.  
 -- “nor life” – Our present life here on earth where we are still plagued with the 
remaining influence and contamination of sin and where we face many trials, afflictions, and 
difficulties cannot separate us from the love of God in Christ because God sovereignly works 
all things in this present life for His glory and our eternal good. 
 -- “nor angels” – It seems appropriate here that Paul is referring to fallen angels.  
Good angels would never try to separate us from God’s love in Christ.  Either way, no angel is 
powerful enough to frustrate or stop God’s love for us in Christ. 
 -- “nor principalities, nor powers” – No being who is in power of any kind (whether 
civil authorities or the powers of darkness) can separate us from the love of God in Christ. 
 -- “nor things present, nor things to come” – Time cannot separate us from the love 
of God in Christ.  God chose us before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:1-5).  We stand 
right now in Christ who has redeemed us and secured us for glory (Rom. 8:1).  Our future is 
secure in Him (Rom. 8:18). 
 -- “nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature” – No dimensions of any kind have 
the ability or power “to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”  Paul makes it clear that the only reason we cannot be separated from God’s love is 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.  It is all OF HIM, BY HIM, and IN HIM.
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