
Lesson 62 – WHOSOEVER – Romans 10:11-13   

(10:11) – FOR THE SCRIPTURE SAITH, WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH ON HIM SHALL NOT BE 
ASHAMED – We need to consider this verse again in connection with what follows.  Those who 
deny God’s sovereignty in election and salvation often use verses such as this to try to prove 
that God is trying to save everyone without exception if sinners will just do their part and 
cooperate in faith and repentance.  They contend that all people naturally have the capacity to 
choose good over evil, and the ability to believe in Christ and repent.  This assumes that all 
people, even though fallen in Adam and born in sin, naturally have a “spark of goodness” 
within.  If they will simply choose to act upon this, they will be saved by “accepting Jesus as 
their personal savior.”  First, this denies the Bible’s teaching on the sinfulness and depravity of 
all people by nature.  God’s Word tells us that we are not only sinful but also totally depraved.  
Total depravity does not mean that we do not have the ability to choose human morality and 
religion over immorality and irreligion.  It means that we will not choose the glory of God in 
salvation totally by His grace through the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:18; 2:14).  Secondly, it 
makes salvation conditioned on sinners in some way at some stage and to some degree, rather 
than salvation conditioned totally on the Lord Jesus Christ.  This gives sinners room to boast 
that they themselves made the difference between eternal life and eternal death and not God 
alone as the Bible teaches. 
 The Gospel is a call for sinners to believe in Christ, but the Bible shows us that of our 
own “free wills” we will not believe the Gospel and choose Christ as He is revealed in the glory 
of His Person and the power and success of His finished work.  The Lord said, “All that the 
Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 
out” (John 6:37), but He also said, “No man CAN come to Me, except the Father which hath 
sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day (John 6:44).  The Bible is clear that 
“the natural man (all of us as we are naturally born in sin and spiritually dead) RECEIVETH 
NOT the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14).  This is the total depravity and 
inability of all people in matters of salvation (Rom. 3:10-12; Psa. 53:1-3; 58:3; Isa. 53:6a). 
 The Bible teaches that anyone who wants salvation GOD’S WAY will have it, but of our 
own wills, none of us want salvation GOD’S WAY (John 3:19-20).  If any of us are willing to 
receive Christ, then God has made us willing to believe by giving us a new heart, a new spirit, 
and a new will (Ezek. 36:26-27; cf. Psa. 110:3; John 1:11-12; 3:3-7).  We can tell all sinners 
who hear the Gospel that “WHOSOEVER believeth on Him shall not be ashamed” knowing 
that if the Holy Spirit does not do His powerful work of conviction, no one will believe.  All 
whom God gives the gift of faith and who truly believe in Christ “shall not be ashamed.”  They 
will stand before God at Judgment having no sins imputed to them.  All of their sins were 
imputed to Christ, and by His one offering for sin in their place He purged them away.  They will 
stand before God having Christ’s righteousness imputed to them, so they have nothing of which 
to be ashamed (Rom. 8:33-34; Php. 3:7-9; Heb. 10:19-22; 1 John 4:17; Rev. 7:14; 19:7-9). 

(10:12) – The judgment of God’s law against sin states, THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE JEW AND THE GREEK, “for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (3:23).  
All deserve God’s wrath because of sin.  The religious Jew who had the law was (and is) no 
better off than the Gentile when it comes to deserving God’s favor and blessings based on their 
works of the law.  Paul makes it clear here that when it comes to the salvation of sinners, there 
is also “no difference between the Jew and the Greek.”  If any are saved, it is by God’s free, 
sovereign grace in Christ Jesus.  God is no different towards the Jew or Gentile in salvation.  He 
is THE SAME LORD OVER ALL equally and IS RICH UNTO ALL THAT CALL UPON HIM.  The Jew 
who is saved by grace is no more saved, no more righteous, and no closer to God than the 
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Gentile who is saved by grace.  Christ’s blood and righteousness alone secures and entitles all 
believing Jews and Gentiles equally to the blessings of eternal life and glory. 

(10:13) – FOR WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE SAVED. — 
This is quoted from Joel 2:32 concerning the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to bring 
many people, Jew and Gentile, to faith in Christ (Acts 2:21).  God’s way of saving sinners, both 
Jew and Gentile, is a narrow way in that it is the one and only way through the Lord Jesus 
Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).  It requires sinners to enter in “the strait gate” which is the 
narrow way (Matt. 7:13-14) as it excludes all the excess baggage of our works aimed at 
attaining or maintaining salvation.  There is no room in this way for anything except the sinner 
who in his nakedness comes before God and casts himself at Christ’s feet begging for mercy 
based on the just ground of Christ’s righteousness imputed.  All who seek to enter in some other 
way, by some other means, or based on some other ground are excluded.  They are NOT calling 
upon the name of the Lord.  His name is the sovereign God Who saves, justifies, and redeems 
sinners by the blood and righteousness of Christ alone. 
 God excludes no sinner who truly calls upon “the name of the Lord.”  All who do 
“SHALL be saved.”  To “call upon the name of the Lord” is to call upon Him in honesty and 
sincerity as we are enlightened by God the Holy Spirit in the Word of truth.  The Spirit convicts 
us of our depravity and sin and leaves us with no hope in ourselves or by our best works which 
are “filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6).  He shows us that God would be just to condemn us based on our 
best efforts to keep the law.  He shows us that we have no hope of salvation but the hope of 
Christ crucified and risen again (John 16:8-11). 
 To “call upon the name of the Lord” is to call upon Christ as He is identified and 
distinguished in the true Gospel.  His “name” is the glory of His Person and finished work on the 
cross as the Surety, Substitute, and Redeemer of His people whom God gave to Him (John 6:37; 
17:1-4).  His “name” distinguishes Him as the true Savior from counterfeits (Matt. 24:23-24; 2 
Cor. 11:4; Gal. 1:6-9).  Many call upon a counterfeit savior who merely made salvation possible 
if sinners would do their part.  This makes salvation conditioned on sinners.  But the TRUE Christ 
secured the salvation of all for whom He died and arose again.  His righteousness has been 
imputed to them, and this insures that the glory of God in Christ will be revealed to them.  They 
will be born again by the Holy Spirit and brought to call upon His name for salvation.  The true 
Savior is God in human flesh Who died for the sins of His sheep and Who worked out a perfect 
righteousness to enable God to be just and the Justifier of His people.  All who come to the true 
Christ (not a counterfeit) seeking mercy “shall be saved.” 
 Consider John 3:16 – “ For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  God’s 
love for the world is not to be applied to all without exception.  It is to be applied to 
“whosoever believeth in Him.”  The world here refers to all of God’s chosen people all over 
the world, both Jew and Gentile.  Consider Revelation 22:17 – “And the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
WHOSOEVER WILL, let him take the water of life freely.”  Man by nature has no thirst for the 
things that glorify God in Christ.  He may thirst after religion and his own self-righteous way 
that leaves him room to glory, but not for the true “water of life” which is salvation by God’s 
free and sovereign grace in and by the Lord Jesus Christ (Jer. 2:13; 17:13).  God must make His 
people thirsty for the water of life in Christ by revealing their sinfulness to them.  Then, and 
only then, will sinners be filled with that water of life (Matt. 5:6).  But make no mistake about 
this – WHOSOEVER desires to drink from the fountain of life, the fountain of living waters, may 
do so.
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