LESSON 1 - THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST REVELATION 1:1-3

(1:1) “THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST” — “Revelation” means an uncovering of the mysteries
of God’s purpose and plan as revealed in His Word. This book is an uncovering of truth given in seven
visions to the Apostle John who was exiled on the Isle of Patmos, just off the coast of Asia Minor,
probably around A.D. 94-96. These visions describe from various points of view the glory “of Jesus
Christ,” the victorious Messiah, saving and preserving His church throughout the entire New Covenant
(Testament) age. The New Covenant age began with the accomplishment of redemption by the death of
Jesus Christ in His establishment of “the righteousness of God” (Romans 1:16-17; 3:21-25; 10:1-4; 2
Corinthians 5:21), the merit of Christ’s whole work of redemption freely imputed to His people and
received by them through God-given faith. Christ’s righteousness imputed is the one and only ground
upon which God justifies all His chosen people. The success of this was signified by the resurrection of
Christ (Rom. 4:23-25) and His ascension unto the Father in heaven. This was the beginning of the New
Covenant, and it was inaugurated at Pentecost (Acts 2).

-- “WHICH GOD GAVE UNTO HIM?” — This “revelation” was given to Jesus Christ by His Father.

This does not mean He is inferior to the Father in the essence of His deity. As God the Son He is equal
with the Father and the Holy Spirit in His nature as God. But as Godman, the one Mediator between God
and men, He became submissive as the Servant of the covenant, becoming obedient unto death
(Philippians 2:5-11) for the purpose of saving His people from sin (Matthew 1:21-23). Some believe this
is in line with what the Lord Himself stated in speaking of His return in Mark 13:32 — “But that day and
that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.”
Many believe the Father revealed this to the Son when He ascended unto glory.

-- “TO SHEW UNTO HIS SERVANTS THINGS WHICH MUST SHORTLY COME TO PASS” — This
revelation was to be revealed by Jesus Christ to His bond-servants, His true disciples, and it concerned
things which must soon take place, not just events that would take place at the end of the church age.
Remember, the term “the last days” describes the entire New Covenant age. This is the final age of
human history which includes the destruction of this present evil world and the creation of the new
heavens and new earth (2 Peter 3:11-13).

-- “AND HE SENT AND SIGNIFIED IT BY HIS ANGEL UNTO HIS SERVANT JOHN” — This
revelation comes from Christ Himself by means of “His angel,” (messenger) to the Apostle John.

(1:2) - “WHO BARE RECORD OF THE WORD OF GOD, AND OF THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS
CHRIST, AND OF ALL THINGS THAT HE SAW.” John was not to keep these things to himself. He
was to testify of everything Christ revealed to him. This is in line with the great commission given to the
church to go into the world and preach the Gospel and teach the Word for the edification of the church.
These are not secret things only to be heard and understood by an elite few.

(1:3) — “BLESSED IS HE THAT READETH, AND THEY THAT HEAR THE WORDS OF THIS
PROPHECY, AND KEEP THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN THEREIN:” — These things
were to be read to and heard by the people of God. The natural man will not receive the things of the
Spirit of God, but God gives His people spiritual life from Christ, and this includes spiritual eyes, ears,



and a heart to receive and believe these things of God’s glory in Christ Jesus (cf. Ezekiel 36:26-27).
Those who “readeth,” “hear,” and “keep” “the words of this prophecy” are truly “blessed” of God
(Matthew 13:16). We are to read these things with a Christ-centered view. We hear them as the Word of
God in Christ. We are to keep them, take them to heart, believe, cherish, and obey them as they bring us
closer to Christ and cause us to cling to Him more and more for salvation, righteousness, forgiveness,
eternal life, and glory.

-- “FOR THE TIME IS AT HAND” — There is an urgency given here because the time for the fulfillment
of all these things will come about shortly, not only at the end of the church age, but throughout.

As stated at the beginning, the Lord reveals the events of the last days to the Apostle John in
seven visions. We need to emphasize how these visions are basically different viewpoints showing these
events as they develop throughout the New Covenant age. Consider the following outline:

FIRST VISION (Chapters 1 - 3) Christ in the midst of His churches, the seven golden
candlesticks, in this world.

SECOND VISION (Chapters 4 — Christ opening and fulfilling the seven sealed book of God’s
7) sovereign, eternal purpose.

THIRD VISION (Chapters 8 — 11) | Christ answering the prayers of His people, protecting them from
their enemies, and vindicating them by executing the seven
trumpets of judgment in His providential rule of the universe.

FOURTH VISION (Chapters 12 — | Christ and His church persecuted by Satan, world government,
14) and false religion.

FIFTH VISION (Chapters 15 — 16) | Christ sending His angels to pour out the seven vials (bowls) of
wrath upon the earth.

SIXTH VISION (Chapters 17 — 19) | Christ’s conquest over Babylon, the beast, and the false prophet.

SEVENTH VISION (Chapters 20 | Christ’s dominion over and destruction of Satan and the glory of
-22) the New Jerusalem.

These seven visions cover the whole New Covenant age from the first to the second coming of
Jesus Christ. They tell us what the Lord has done, is doing, and will do for the complete salvation of all
whom God chose before the foundation of the world, all whom Christ redeemed on the cross, and all
whom the Holy Spirit gives life and calls unto Christ. It is the story of complete victory of Jesus Christ
and His church through Him. The repetition of the number “seven” sets forth the number of perfection,
completion for the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, all based on God’s grace and power through Christ.
He has perfectly and completely put away our sins by the sacrifice of Himself. He has perfectly and
completely made us righteous before God. He will perfectly and completely bring all of His people to
final victory in glory.




LESSON 2 - OUR GREAT GOD AND SAVIOR Revelation 1:4-8

(1:4) — The Apostle “JOHN” wrote “TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES WHICH ARE IN ASIA” — Seven
local churches in Asia Minor founded on the true Gospel of God’s grace in Christ Jesus.

-~ “GRACE BE UNTO YOU, AND PEACE” — Grace is God’s way of salvation for sinners through
Jesus Christ along with all blessings and benefits of grace. Peace is reconciliation between God and His
elect through Jesus Christ, based on His righteousness imputed alone (cf. 2 Cor. 5:20-21; Col. 1:19-23).
-- “FROM HIM WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS, AND WHICH IS TO COME” — God the Father is
the one true and eternal God Who never changes (cf. Mal. 3:6).

-- “AND FROM THE SEVEN SPIRITS WHICH ARE BEFORE HIS THRONE?” is a figurative way
of describing God the Holy Spirit in the perfection and fullness of His work (cf. Isa. 11:2; Zech. 4:1-10).
God the Holy Spirit in the new birth brings God’s elect to see and rest in Jesus Christ for all grace and
peace before God’s throne. This is grace and peace established by and upon righteousness through Jesus
Christ.

(1:5a) — All grace and peace from the Father and applied to us by the Holy Spirit is founded upon the
glorious Person and finished work of “Jesus Christ” the eternal Son of God incarnate.

-- “THE FAITHFUL WITNESS” speaks of Christ’s accomplishing the work of redemption by His death
on the cross. The word for “witness” is the same word used for a “martyr.” Christ was no mere martyr
in the sense that He died only for what He believed. He died as a Substitute, a sin-bearer, for His church,
not merely as an example of faith, but as a Redeemer for His people. Christ is also the perfect “witness”
of the Word of God as the Word incarnate (John 1:1-3,14), and He is the One Who reveals the Word to
His people (Matt. 11:27; John 17; Heb. 2:12).

-- “AND THE FIRST BEGOTTEN OF THE DEAD” — This speaks of His resurrection. In His death
for our sins, He produced an everlasting righteousness of infinite value by which He was raised from the
dead. As our great high priest, He opened for us the way of life, giving us access to and acceptance with
God (1 Pet. 1:1-3). This means more than simply He was the first one to be resurrected. It means that He
has the preeminence as Lord of glory among all who will be resurrected in the last day. Christ is the
Savior and spiritual Head of His family.

-- “AND THE PRINCE OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH” — Christ is the King of kings and Lord of
lords. He rules and reigns over all earthly kings (1 Tim. 6:13-16; Rev. 17:14; 19:16). He is exalted to a
throne of dominion over all flesh as the reward of His humiliation (Php. 2:5-11). All will bow to His
sovereign authority either now in faith or later at judgment under His just wrath. But the MAIN work of
His kingly office is to glorify His Father in giving salvation to all that the Father has given Him (John
17:2).

(1:5b) — This begins John’s doxology — expression of praise — “UNTO HIM THAT LOVED US, AND
WASHED US FROM OUR SINS IN HIS OWN BLOOD” — Christ loves His people such as we are
(Rom. 5:6-10; 1 Tim. 1:15). His love is unconditional towards us and insures our salvation (1 John
4:10). His death on the cross is the result of His love and insures that all whom He loves shall be saved
(John 3:14-17). The love of Christ for His sheep brought Him to die for our sins (John 10:11,14-16;
13:1). “Washed” is literally “freed” or “loosed” us from sin. The guilt that arose from sin was totally
removed from and justice was fully satisfied by Christ’s one sacrifice for the sins of all His people. We
who are IN CHRIST, who believe and rest in Him, have been fully absolved and justified from all our



sin. We stand IN CHRIST as forgiven and righteous in God’s sight because Christ died for our sins
(Rom. 8:33-34). Christ was made sin as the sins of His people were imputed to Him, and we are made
righteous as the merit of His obedience unto death has been imputed to us.

(1:6) — “AND HATH MADE US KINGS AND PRIESTS UNTO GOD AND HIS FATHER; TO HIM
BE GLORY AND DOMINION FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.” This would better be translated as
Christ “has established us as a kingdom of priests” meaning by His work of redemption Christ Himself
established the kingdom of God, His church, and has “made us ... priests unto God and His Father” in
that through Him we now have free, unhindered, and open access to the holy presence of God (Heb.
10:19-22). We ofter spiritual sacrifices unto God, all acceptable unto God by Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:5).
We who are in Christ “are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that [we] should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called [us] out of darkness into His
marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9).

(1:7) - “BEHOLD HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS?” describes the second coming of Christ. He will
come from heaven where He is now seated at the right hand of the Father making intercession for His
people. As salvation is from heaven, by the grace of God in Christ who first came from heaven to save us
from our sins (Gal. 4:4-6), the final gathering and glorification of His people, as well as the final
judgment of the wicked, will come from heaven. It is an assured fact that Christ will come again (John
14:1-6), and as He ascended in a cloud (A4ctsi:9), He shall return in like manner (Acts 1:11).

-- “AND EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM” — Christ will eclipse heaven as He is our heaven, and it will
not be a secret rapture. It will be a very public appearance. It will be a time of great comfort and
excitement for the people of God, all who trust in Christ, but a time of terror for the wicked (2 Cor. 5:10-
11).

-- “AND THEY ALSO WHICH PIERCED HIM” speaks of those who were instrumental in the death
of Christ, such as Pilate, Caiaphas, the religious Jews, and the Roman soldiers, but it also speaks
generally of all who stand in opposition to Christ and who, as evidenced by their unbelief, would crucify
Him again. “AND ALL KINDREDS OF THE EARTH SHALL WAIL BECAUSE OF HIM”
describes all who are in unbelief, ignorant of or not submitted to Christ and His righteousness as the only
way of salvation. They are tied to and consumed with the world in opposition to Christ (John 15:19;
16:33). “EVEN SO, AMEN” — This is certain. So be it!

(1:8) — This is one of the most glaring statements in the Bible proving the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
It is equivalent to all the “I AM” statements beginning with Exodus 3:14 where the Lord God identifies
and distinguishes Himself as one true and living God. “ALPHA AND OMEGA” are the first and last
letters of the Greek alphabet and show how Christ is “THE BEGINNING AND THE ENDING” and
everything in between. His Word is the first word and the last word in all matters, and He stands as “the
Author and Finisher” of the complete salvation of His people. “WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS,
AND WHICH IS TO COME, THE ALMIGHTY” — In the nature of His deity He is eternal,
immutable, and omnipotent. These are traits that could only be attributed to one who is God in His very
nature and essence. This assures us of His ability to fulfill all conditions of our complete salvation and
victory over sin, Satan, and the world, to the praise of the glory of God’s grace (Matt. 1:21,23). Christ is
God in human flesh without sin (John 1:1-3,14).



LESSON 3 - THE GLORIFIED CHRIST AND HIS CHURCHES REVELATION 1:9-20

(1:9) — John identifies himself as a “BROTHER” in Christ and “COMPANION IN TRIBULATION”
(cf. Heb. 12:1-8; Rom. 8:17; John 15:18—16:3). Domitian (A.D. 96), the Roman emperor, had John
exiled on the Isle of Patmos. This brotherhood and persecution over the Gospel of Christ identified him
as a citizen of the “KINGDOM?” of God (Php. 1:27-30), and one whom Christ preserved by His grace
and power. John states his exile was not punishment but for spreading forth “THE WORD OF GOD,
AND FOR THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS CHRIST” (cp. Php. 1:12-14).

(1:10) — “I WAS IN THE SPIRIT” — John’s vision was revealed to him by God the Holy Spirit. Itisa
vision of the glorified Christ and a panoramic view of the New Covenant age. “THE LORD’S DAY” is
the first day of the week in commemoration of the Lord’s resurrection. It is not speaking of a “sabbath”
day as was commanded under the Old Covenant. Christ and His finished work of redemption is the
believer’s Sabbath (Heb. 4:1-11). “AND HEARD BEHIND ME A GREAT VOICE, AS OF A
TRUMPET” — This describes the majesty, glory, power, and authority of Christ and this great
announcement of glorious things.

(1:11) — “SAYING, I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE FIRST AND THE LAST” — Christ identifies
Himself as the eternal, self-existent, omnipotent God. He is God in human flesh, our Creator and our
Redeemer. He is the Lord our Righteousness, and we who believe are secure in Him. He instructs John
TO “WRITE IN A BOOK” the things revealed herein and send them to the seven churches in Asia
Minor. This is the book we are now studying, The Book of Revelation.

(1:12) — John turned to see the Person who spoke with him. The churches are described as “SEVEN
GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS.” This goes back to the candlestick in the holy place of the tabernacle
which was a type of Christ the light of the world. A true church in this sense is a local body of believers
who witness the light of the Gospel of God’s grace in Christ Jesus (Matt. 5:14-16; Eph. 5:8-14; Php.
2:15; 1 Thess. 5:5). Where the light of Christ is missing, there is no true church but only a false religious
gathering of men lost in darkness. The Gospel is the revelation of Christ and the righteousness He
established to enable God to be both just and Justifier of His people (Rom. 1:1-5,16-17).

(1:13) — Christ is the center (heart and life) of His churches. “ONE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF MAN”
identifies Him as Messiah, the Savior and Builder of His church (Matt. 16:18; Acts 20:28). This goes
back to Daniel 7:13-14 where God gave Daniel a vision of the glorified Christ. Christ appears as the one
Who fulfills all righteousness for His people (John 17:1-4). “CLOTHED WITH A GARMENT
DOWN TO THE FOOT” — This is the robe of the Priest-King (cf., Exod. 28:2-4), which represents the
righteousness of God worked out by Christ’s obedience unto death for His people. Its length indicates the
work of redemption is complete and finished. It covers His whole body showing how His body, the
church, is covered in His righteousness imputed for complete justification before God. “AND GIRT
ABOUT THE PAPS WITH A GOLDEN GIRDLE” — This golden band around His chest is symbolic
of the dignity and majesty of His Person in His lordship and His strength both for the salvation and
preservation of all whom He saves and victory over all who oppose Him.



(1:14) — “HIS HEAD AND HIS HAIRS WERE WHITE LIKE WOOL, AS WHITE AS SNOW”
describes His eternal nature, wisdom, and purity. His is the eternal wisdom of God, and He is pure in all
that He is and does. “AND HIS EYES WERE AS A FLAME OF FIRE” describes, not only His
omniscience, but also His judgment. He knows all, and He judges all according to truth (Heb. 4:12-13).
As one writer stated, "His eyes burn with love for His sheep to melt their hearts; also, burn with wrath
and vengeance against His enemies and the enemies of His church."

(1:15) — “AND HIS FEET LIKE UNTO FINE BRASS” describes His power to save, preserve, support,
and defend His people. It alludes to the brass or brazen altar that typified Christ’s work on the cross
where He bore our judgment for sin. “BURNED IN A FURNACE" describes His sufferings under the
wrath of God as He bore our sins, suffered, bled, and died to establish the only righteousness by which
God justifies His people. Christ has feet of brass, not feet of clay as we do. This also assures us that
where righteousness is established (as it is by virtue of Christ's obedience and death) justification and
eternal life must follow. No sinner for whom He died will perish. “AND HIS VOICE AS THE SOUND
OF MANY WATERS?” describes the preaching of the Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit. Christ is
the water of life, a fountain of living waters, to a sin-parched, thirsty soul (John 4:10-15; 7:37-39).

(1:16) — “AND HE HAD IN HIS RIGHT HAND SEVEN STARS” — These are ministers of Christ who
shine with the light of HIS glory and truth, pointing sinners to Christ (John 3:27-31; 1 Cor. 2:1-2; 2 Cor.
4:5-6). They preach by HIS power, for He is the one who holds them “IN HIS RIGHT HAND,” the
right hand of acceptance in HIM and of judgment by HIM. “AND OUT OF HIS MOUTH WENT A
SHARP TWOEDGED SWORD” — The Word of Christ (Heb. 4:12) cuts to the heart of His people in
conviction and drives them to Christ for all salvation. It cuts in judgment for all who oppose Him and
exposes their sin. “AND HIS COUNTENANCE WAS AS THE SUN SHINETH IN HIS
STRENGTH” — This describes the glory of His Person as He shines forth in the salvation of His people
and in the condemnation of the wicked. His greatest glory is in His power to save His people from sin as
He conquered death and hell.

(1:17) — John was so overwhelmed that he “FELL AT HIS FEET AS DEAD.” “AND HE LAID HIS
RIGHT HAND UPON ME, SAYING UNTO ME, FEAR NOT; I AM THE FIRST AND THE
LAST” — This is His right hand of acceptance based on law and justice satisfied by His obedience unto
death for His people. He spoke words of comfort expressing His power and willingness to save His
people (John 13:1). “1 AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST” again speaks of His deity and His
preeminence as Godman/Mediator.

(1:18) — This speaks of the power of His blood and righteousness to bring forth life. He died on the cross,
but He arose from the dead and lives forever to save His people and give us eternal life. He has “THE
KEYS OF HELL AND OF DEATH.” He alone is the way of salvation from “HELL AND OF
DEATH.” He alone has power over hell death (1 Cor. 15:54-57).

(1:19-20) — Christ commands John to write these things revealed to him of the past, present, and future.
He then reveals the “MYSTERY OF THE SEVEN STARS” and the “SEVEN GOLDEN
CANDLESTICKS.” The “SEVEN STARS” are messengers (pastors) “OF THE SEVEN
CHURCHES,” which He identifies as the Gospel assemblies mentioned in v. 11.



LESSON 4 - TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES Overview of Revelation 2—3

Read Revelation 1:11. These were seven local assemblies located in Asia Minor. Christ called
them “seven golden candlesticks” (Rev. 1:12) because they, at least in their beginning, shined forth with
the light of Gospel truth. Before we study each letter, consider some phrases common to all of them.

-- “UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH” (2:1,8,12,18; 3:1,7,14). “ANGEL?” is messenger of the
church, probably the pastor. Christ Himself is the Head of the church (7 Pet. 2:25). All pastors true to
God’s calling are under-shepherds and point sinners to Christ and to His Word for spiritual guidance and
authority. In the Bible we have both the word “CHURCH?” (singular) and the word “CHURCHES”
(plural). Here are “seven churches” (1:20), each one a local assembly of professing believers, each
identified by location. The Bible also speaks of the “CHURCH?” as the universal body of Christ, chosen
by God before the foundation of the world, redeemed by the blood of Christ, justified by His
righteousness imputed, and called out of the world in the new birth by the Holy Spirit. This is the
“church” of which Christ spoke in Matthew 16:18, “Upon this rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (cf. Acts 20:28). The word “church” literally means “called
out.” The church is the body of people who, by the effectual and invincible calling of the Holy Spirit
under the preaching of the true Gospel, have been called out of the world into the body of Christ.

Until Christ comes again, there are local Gospel assemblies called “CHURCHES” (Rev. 1:4,11,20)
throughout the world. In the last days these “churches” will be mixed with true believers and false
professors. Christ taught this in the parable of the sower and the seed (Matt. 13:3-23). Also in these last
days, Christ will sow His good seed, true churches, where the Gospel is faithfully preached. Satan,
however, will sow his “tares, ” false churches where he spreads his lies of false religion — salvation by the
works and wills of men. Christ taught this in the parable of wheat and tares (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43). ltis
then necessary for us to: (1) make certain that we are in a church where the true Gospel is preached, and
(2) be diligent to examine ourselves whether we are in the faith. Christ’s true churches stand for and
preach HIS truth of salvation by sovereign grace based solely upon His shed blood and righteousness
imputed, along with all the truth of Scripture as it supports salvation by grace, and as it unites and inspires
believers under the headship and love of Christ and love for one another (1 Tim. 3:15-16).

In the Book of Revelation we see the continual decline of many true churches. They had a good
beginning but as time passed they lapsed either into indifference and unconcern or compromise of the
truth. To such Christ says unless repentance is found He will “remove thy candlestick” (Rev. 2:5). We
also see in Revelation as we near the second coming of Christ there will be more of Satan’s tares and less
of Christ’s true churches, the wheat. This is God’s judgment upon the world as He sets Satan loose to
deceive the nations (Rev. 20:7-8). This does not mean that any of God’s elect will perish. All whom
Christ redeemed, whom the Holy Spirit gives life and calls to faith in Christ, will persevere and be
preserved to the end. Christ will have the victory over Satan and the world. Satan and the world will
think at times that victory is theirs, but they are deceived.

-- “I KNOW THY WORKS” (2:2,9,13,19; 3:1,8,15) — “For God is not unrighteous to forget your work
and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward His name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and
do minister” (Heb. 6:10). The works of God’s people are the work of Christ through them by His power
and grace (Gal. 2:20-21), the fruit and evidence of His power and grace in salvation (Matt. 5:16; John
3:21; 15:1-8; Rom. 7:4-6; Eph. 2:8-10). They prove the genuineness of faith in and love for Christ



(James 2:14-26). Christ takes notice of our works, not as having merit before God. Such works do not
make us righteous or holy, nor do they earn blessings or rewards from God. We who are saved are
completely saved “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5).

The Lord also takes notice of our sins, failings, and short-comings, not as a judge to condemn us,
but as a loving Father sometimes to chastise and teach us. In His court of justice, God never charges us
with sin because Christ has been charged with and has paid for our sins (Rom. 8:31-34). The true child of
God is always righteous before God in Christ and can never justly be charged with sin. In this sense the
Lord says He remembers our sins no more (Heb. 8:12; 10:17). But God does deal with us as children
who need correction. God always takes notice of the works of unbelievers who never come to faith in
Christ because these sinful works are charged to them and will be counted against them in God’s
judgment. Sometimes such works expose the false professions of false believers.

-- “HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE
CHURCHES; (Rev. 1:7; cf., 11, 17,29; 2:6,13,22). As stated, even true Gospel churches, while here on
earth, will include both true believers and false professors. And as this final age comes to its close, what
the world commonly knows in the world as “the church” will be in decline, even apostasy (2 Thess. 2:3).
This apostasy is described in Revelation 2—3 in all but two of the seven churches. Each local assembly,
except Smyrna and Philadelphia, is admonished because they fell into particular heresies and ungodly
attitudes that, if left without repentance, would bring them to destruction. We must remember, however,
that the purpose of this whole book and these seven letters is to assure and encourage us as Christ’s true
disciples of our salvation and security in Christ, and to encourage us to persevere against such heresies
and ungodly attitudes that would bring local assemblies into apostasy. CHRIST AND HIS TRUE
CHURCH WILL BE VICTORIOUS IN ALL THINGS. All true members of His body, the true church,
will persevere unto the end as they all will be preserved by Him (Jude 24-25).

However, the preservation and perseverance of the true church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a great
testimony of His glory, power, and grace in saving His people to the uttermost. Therefore, it all comes
about by His appointed and provided means — attending to and hearing His Word, being diligent in
worship, prayer, and promoting the fellowship of His people. If we have been born again by the Holy
Spirit, we have been given spiritual ears to hear (listen intently to and heed) what Christ says to us in this
book as well as the whole Word of God. This Word of encouragement and warning is not just for these
seven congregations in that day. It is for this congregation in our day. We know that if we are saved, it is
by God’s grace in Christ. We know that if we persevere unto the end, it is by God’s grace in Christ. But
we also know that all who are preserved by His grace, and all who persevere in His grace, hear and heed
what the Holy Spirit says to us. As the Holy Spirit spoke by the apostle Paul — “Wherefore, my beloved,
as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His
good pleasure (Php. 2:12-13).



LESSON 5 - THE NECESSITY OF ZEAL AND LOVE Revelation 2:1-7

(2:1) - “UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS WRITE” — Ephesus was a port on
the Aegean Sea, famous for its temple to the goddess, Diana. Paul first visited Ephesus on his second
missionary journey with Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:18-26). He returned two years later and stayed for
three years teaching them the Word of God (Acts 19). His last words to the elders of this church are
recorded in Acts 20:16-38, but later, while under house arrest in Rome, he wrote The Epistle to the
Ephesians (A.D. 60-62). It is also believed the Apostle John, after being freed from exile in Patmos,
spent his last years here. This letter is addressed to the pastor and to be read to the church. “HE THAT
HOLDETH THE SEVEN STARS IN HIS RIGHT HAND” — The “seven stars” are the messengers of
the churches, and Christ preserves them “in His right hand” of grace and power (2 Cor. 2:14-17; 3:1-6;
4:5-14). “WHO WALKETH IN THE MIDST OF THE SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS” —
Christ is the heart and soul of His church.

(2:2) — Christ commends them for zeal in “WORKS,” “LABOR,” and “PATIENCE” (endurance) as
evidence of HIS power and grace. These are the fruit of His power, grace, and love (Gal. 5:22-23). They
would not tolerate “THEM WHICH ARE EVIL,” who either in doctrine or conduct walked contrary to
Gospel. They put all who claimed to be “APOSTLES” to the test of Scripture. All who do not preach
the Gospel of Christ wherein “the righteousness of God is revealed” (Rom. 1:16-17; 3:21-28; 10:1-4),
are to be rejected as “LIARS” (c¢f., Isa. 8:20; Rom. 16:17-19; Gal. 1:6-9; 2 Cor. 11:1-4; 1 John 4:1-3; 2
John 9-11).

(2:3) — By the grace of God and for the glory of God they had “BORNE” (carried the burden), had
“PATIENCE” (endured), and “LABORED” (worked to exhaustion), and not “FAINTED” (given up,
quit) under persecutions over their identification with Christ and testimony of the Gospel of His grace as
the only way of salvation. It was all for His “NAME’S SAKE,” (His glory). None of these efforts were
done by believers in order to work out their own righteousness before God, but it was all to the praise of
the glory of His grace in Christ Jesus. It was the labor of willing, loving bond-servants of Christ
motivated by grace, love, and gratitude. Religious zeal means nothing in and of itself (Rom. 9:31—10:3),
but zeal in the grace of God glorifies Him and exalts Christ Jesus (Rom. 10:4).

(2:4) - “NEVERTHELESS I HAVE SOMEWHAT AGAINST THEE” — We must always understand
that as true believers, the Lord does not impute sin to us, or have anything “against” us in a legal, judicial
way of condemnation. We are all righteous in His sight based on Christ’s righteousness imputed, and this
never changes (Rom. 8:31-39). But as to our state here on earth as sinners saved by grace and in
struggling through the warfare of the flesh and Spirit, the Lord will reprove and chastise us for our sins.
We are always in need of correction and repentance.

“THOU HAST LEFT THY FIRST LOVE” — Two views: (1) They “LEFT” their zeal and
fervent love that marked their initial calling into the body of Christ and had grown cold and tired in their
passion and enthusiasm for the Gospel, evangelism, personal growth, and zeal for worship and service.
This is certainly possible for true believers, and we are told by the Lord not to fall into such a state of
spiritual apathy. (2) They became negligent in love for fellow-believers who suffered for righteousness’
sake. Love not only binds us together in the fellowship of grace and truth, but also motivates and
empowers us to help fellow-believers who are suffering (1 John 3:10-18). Sometimes in our zeal to stand



for truth and in being involved in our own suffering persecution we can neglect the needs of our brethren.
This seems to have become the prevailing attitude and practice of this church.

(2:5) - “REMEMBER THEREFORE FROM WHENCE THOU ART FALLEN” — This is similar to
the exhortation in / John 4:7-13. Recall the love God has toward us in Christ Jesus. Whenever we
neglect our brethren, this is the love from which we fall. He is not saying we fall out of God’s love or the
love of God within us by the work of the Holy Spirit is totally absent. Nothing can separate us from
God’s love in Christ. But we can fall away concern for brethren and expressing love for them as we stand
together in the Gospel ministry and stand against a fallen world that hates us.

“REPENT, AND DO THE FIRST WORKS?” — If we have fallen into this state of mind, we as
believers must realize this and change our minds in getting back to the works you did at the first when
you helped and supported true brothers and sisters when they suffered for their testimony of Christ and
His truth.

“OR ELSE I WILL COME UNTO THEE QUICKLY, AND WILL REMOVE THY
CANDLESTICK OUT OF HIS PLACE, EXCEPT THOU REPENT?” — Christ’s true church will
never die, but He will remove the witness of a local church from a community. We know God is
sovereign, and He will save His people, but He has ordained the means to bring His elect to Christ
through the preaching of the Gospel. We know God’s elect will be saved, but we also know they will hear
and believe the Gospel (2 Thess. 2:13-14).

(2:6) — We do not know for certain who the “NICOLAITANS” were. It is a compound word — “nikao”
(“to conquer”), and “laos” (“the people”). This could refer to an attempt to divide and make an unnatural
distinction between the clergy and laity, creating a division in which the clergy exercised rulership over
the laity. This is when men seek to promote themselves and their own authority over the Word of God.
Another theory is that there was a man named Nicolaus of Antioch, who apostatized from the truth and
formed an antinomian gnostic cult which taught (among other things) that one must indulge in sin in order
to understand it. Either way, Christ and His people “HATE THE DEEDS OF THE NICOLAITANS.”

(2:7) — “HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE
CHURCHES” — Every man has an ear naturally, but only those who have been born of God have been
given spiritual ears (Matt. 13:10-16). The hearing ear is the work of the Holy Spirit imparting spiritual
life and grace, the circumcised heart and ears enabling a sinner to believe in Christ, submit to His

righteousness as the only ground of salvation, repent of every false way, and to heed, embrace, and
believe the Word of God.

“TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH” — Overcomers are true believers who have victory over the
world, the flesh, and the devil through the Lord Jesus Christ. This overcoming involves looking to Jesus
Christ as the Author and Finisher of our faith, resting in Him alone for complete victory and is evidenced
by hearing and believing “what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” This is evidence of spiritual and
eternal life in Christ and signified by “WILL I GIVE TO EAT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, WHICH IS
IN THE MIDST OF THE PARADISE OF GOD.” This is a direct reference to the “tree of life” first
mentioned in Genesis 2:9. It is a symbol of spiritual and eternal life from which man fallen in sin is
barred (Gen. 3:22-24). Christ is the believer’s “¢ree of life” as He is the only way of spiritual and eternal
life (John 14:6, 17:1-4). His righteousness imputed and received by God-given faith is the ground of
spiritual and eternal life, and there is no other way of life but Him (Rom. 5:21).
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LESSON 6 - THE PERSECUTED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST Revelation 2:8-11

(2:8) — “SMYRNA” means “myrrh,” the substance used for perfume and often used to anoint a dead
body. It is a symbol of suffering, and the church at Smyrna was not only a church suffering persecution
for the Gospel but an example of the whole church as persecuted by the world for righteousness’s sake
throughout the last age. Smyrna was called the crown of Asia as it was considered the most beautiful city
in Asia Minor and a center of science and medicine. “THESE THINGS SAID THE FIRST AND THE
LAST, WHICH WAS DEAD, AND IS ALIVE” — These words were from the Lord Jesus Christ, the
eternal, Lord and Savior, Who died for their sins and arose again unto eternal life because of their
justification. This would bring comfort to believers going through severe persecutions even unto death.
Remember Christ Who died is now alive. His death is our life because as our sins imputed to Him
demanded His death as our Redeemer, His righteousness imputed to us demands our spiritual and eternal
life (Rom. 5:21).

(2:9) — “I KNOW THY WORKS?” — These works were the fruit and evidence of God’s power and grace
in Christ. The particular works of which Christ takes notice are “TRIBULATION, AND POVERTY”
they were suffering over their testimony of the Gospel. The church in the last days will go through a
severe time of tribulation, not just seven years, but throughout the New Covenant age up to the return of
our Savior. This persecution is common to all believers in all generations to some degree. If we follow
Christ and seek His righteousness and God's glory, denying any possibility of salvation based on any
other ground, we will suffer some form of persecution. This suffering for Christ is a strong testimony of
genuine faith (¢f Matt. 5:10-12; John 3:19-20; 15:18—16:4,; Rom. 8:16-18; Php. 1:27-30; Heb. 12:1-
13).

“(BUT YOU ARE RICH)” — No matter what believers go through in this life in persecution and
poverty, this does not reflect their standing before God and state of eternal blessedness and the eternal
riches we possess by virtue of our union with Christ by the grace of God. In Christ we have the riches of
the wisdom and knowledge of God in Christ (Rom. 11:33). In Christ, we are blessed with ALL spiritual
blessings (Eph. 1:3), the riches of God’s grace (Eph. 1:7), the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the
saints (Eph. 1:18), and the unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph. 3:8). This wealth of salvation, eternal life,
righteousness, and glory is summed up as “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:4). What a great contrast between this church and the
church at Laodicea to whom Christ, in essence, said, “You think you’re rich, but you are not” (Rev. 3:17).

“AND I KNOW THE BLASPHEMY OF THEM WHICH SAY THEY ARE JEWS, AND
ARE NOT, BUT ARE THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN” — This involves the Jews in the congregation
who claimed to be the people of God based on their physical connection to Abraham. Here, the
distinction is made between Abraham's natural seed, the ethnic Jews, and Abraham's spiritual seed, heirs
of the promise of salvation by the grace of God in Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul made this distinction as
to who are the true people of God (Rom. 2:28-29; 9:6-8, Gal. 3:6-9; 6:14-16, Phil. 3:1-3). Paul
describes SPIRITUAL Israel saved by grace and under the headship of Christ. Notice how John identifies
these unbelieving Jews as “the synagogue of Satan” (cf., John 8:44). They claimed to be followers of
Jesus Christ, but they were not submitted to His righteousness alone as the way of salvation and
justification before God (Rom. 9:31—10:4). We must understand that all who seek salvation, or any part
of it, by their works or by anything other than the grace and mercy of God in Christ are following a desire
inspired by Satan (2 Cor. 4:3-6).
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(2:10) — “FEAR NONE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU SHALT SUFFER” — The Lord
encourages believers suffering persecution and poverty. This trouble could not separate them from the
love and grace of God in Christ (Rom. 8:31-39). “BEHOLD, THE DEVIL SHALL CAST SOME OF
YOU INTO PRISON, THAT YE MAY BE TRIED” — Christ would allow Satan to persecute the
church, even to the point of casting many of them “into prison,” but there are three things to keep in
mind:

(1) “THAT YE MAY BE TRIED” — Even though Satan and his followers are the unholy
instruments of persecution, the ultimate cause of these things is God Himself Who sends them as tests of
our faith (James 1:1-4; I Pet. 4:12-16). Trials do not create faith; they reveal faith in Christ. All things
God sends our way are ultimately for His glory and our spiritual and eternal good.

(2) “AND YOU SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION TEN DAYS” — This is not literally “ten
days” but symbolic way of a short period of time. Christ insures His church that persecution would only
be a brief span of time, but that the glory to come is an eternity (Psa. 30:5;, Rom. 8:17-18; Heb. 12:1-3).
In Daniel 1:12-14 Daniel and seven others asked to endure a 10-day time of testing to demonstrate to the
Babylonians that Daniel and the others had God’s blessings. The number “fen” symbolizes Divine
perfection showing that whatever period of time the church on earth goes through persecution, at the end
it will be completed, and the church will never be persecuted again. After those “fen days” it will be
apparent to all God’s enemies that all who belong to Jesus Christ are blessed and have been vindicated by
God.

(3) “BE YE FAITHFUL TO DEATH, AND I WILL GIVE YOU A CROWN OF LIFE” — The
end goal of being “faithful to death,” enduring the trials of persecution and poverty, is the gift of “a
crown of life,” eternal life and glory in Christ. Death for the true believer is not the end. No matter what
Satan and the world try to do to persecute us, even kill us, Christ has overcome Satan and the world. The
Lord said, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28). Christ has conquered death and hell.
We will live forever with Him. It is also important to remember this “crown of life” is not a “crown” we
earn from God by our endurance. First, we only endure by the grace and power of God in Christ, not by
our own power (Php. 1:6; 2:12-13; 2 Tim. 1:12; Jude 24-25). Secondly, our perseverance in the faith
does not earn our salvation. It only proves and evidences our salvation by the grace of God in Christ.

(2:11) — Christ closes this letter to the church at Smyrna with an encouragement to listen and heed what
He has taught. These words of Christ are communicated to His people by the Holy Spirit Who has given
us ears to hear and obey in faith what the Lord has said. This is a message to the regenerate child of God
who has ears to hear, who has been born again by the Holy Spirit. The unregenerate, the natural man, will
not hear, receive, believe, and obey these truths. He closes with a promise that meets their situation.
Many of Christ’s true disciples may be killed by the enemies of Christ and His truth, but they “SHALL
NOT BE HURT OF THE SECOND DEATH,” which is eternal death. Eternal death has no claim upon
God’s elect in Christ (Rom. 8:1,33-34, 1 Cor. 15:55-58). This promise is again to “HE THAT
OVERCOMETH,” the believer who perseveres in the faith unto the end. Again, all who persevere unto
the end do so by the grace and power of God in Christ. We overcome, have victory over sin, Satan, the
world, and death, because Christ has won the victory by His power and goodness to save us (John 16:33;
1 John 5:4-5).
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LESSON 7 - THE DANGER OF COMPROMISE Revelation 2:12-17

(2:12) - “PERGAMOS?” or “Pergamum’ means exalted, lofty, elevated. It was located on a huge rocky
hill. Rome had made it the capital of the province of Asia. It was a place of idol worship where the
pagan god of healing was worshiped, and there was a great temple to Caesar Augustus, along with many
pagan altars and the great altar of Zeus. Like the others, this letter was addressed to the “ANGEL”
(messenger) of the church. Christ identifies Himself here as “HE WHICH HATH THE SHARP
SWORD WITH TWO EDGES,” a direct reference to the Word of God (Heb. 4:12-13). The Holy Spirit
uses the Word of God, the Gospel of God’s grace in Christ, both to convict us of sin and to drive us to
Christ for salvation, forgiveness, righteousness, and glory. This is also Christ’s Word of judgment and
discernment — “the word of righteousness” by which we as believers can "discern good and evil” (Heb.
5:12-14).

(2:13) — “I KNOW THY WORKS?” — Christ recognized their works as the fruit of His power and grace
and as the result of faith and love in the obedience of grace. “AND WHERE THOU DWELLEST” —
The church at Pergamos was in a very difficult place — “EVEN WHERE SATAN’S SEAT (throne) IS.”
It was a place of idolatry, where Satan’s deception was very popular. He commends them for standing
firm in His “NAME,” for His glory and truth. “AND HAST NOT DENIED MY FAITH” — By the
grace of God, they had not denied Christ and His truth in the face of much opposition. A brother named
“ANTIPAS” had given his life for the cause of Christ, but, by the grace of God, this church still stood
firm for the faith.

(2:14) — In Smyrna we saw an example of Satan persecuting the true church of Jesus Christ. Here in
Pergamos we see an example of Satan seducing the church (1 John 2:26). This seduction is intended to
draw the church away from Christ, away from complete loyalty and for Him and His truth (2 Thess. 2:9-
10). Christ rebuked them because they tolerated false professors who held “THE DOCTRINE OF
BALAAM, WHO TAUGHT BALAC TO CAST A STUMBLINGBLOCK BEFORE THE
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, TO EAT THINGS SACRIFICED UNTO IDOLS, AND TO COMMIT
FORNICATION.” This is the sin of compromise. When Balac (king of Moab) called for Balaam (a
false prophet) to curse Israel, God restrained him. Much to Balac's disgust, God forced Balaam to bless
His people (Num. 22-24). Yet, Israel listened to Balaam’s advice and compromised becoming involved in
Baal worship (Num. 25:1-3; 31:16). The “doctrine of Balaam” is compromise with false religion.
Balaam did not urge Israel to deny God explicitly, but he advised them to tolerate Baal worship by eating
“things sacrificed to idols” when offered to them to keep peace with their neighbors. As is always the
case, a little compromise leads to more as Balaam advised the Israelite men to “commit fornication” by
intermarrying with pagan women.

Compromise is the way of least resistance, approved of by the world, and easiest on the flesh.
But any compromise of God's truth is an open denial of Christ (2 Cor. 6:14-18). The only way to get
along with false religion is to remove “offence of the cross” (Gal. 5:11), to remove the plain light of truth
in Christ that men by nature hate (John 3:19-20; 15:18—16:3). False religion that comes in the name of
Christianity but which preaches and promotes salvation by works, that which denies the sovereignty of
God, exalts the will of man, that which denies or diminishes the power of the finished work of Christ to
save all He came to save, is totally opposed to the true Gospel of God’s grace in Christ. We must never
seek agreement with such, not even in the name of peace and brotherly love.
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(2:15) — Another rebuke the Lord had for this church was their holding (embracing, laying hold of,
holding fast) “THE DOCTRINE OF THE NICOLAITANS.” See comments on Revelation 2:6.
“Nicolaitans” were heretics who claimed to be “Christian” but who promoted ungodly doctrines,
practices, and attitudes. Some believe they promoted open immorality, such as sexual sins, which may be
indicated by the mention of “fornication” in 2:14. The truth of God’s grace never excuses or promotes
open immorality. Those who promote and excuse such things deny the truth and power of God’s grace. I
believe it is more likely that the “Nicolaitans” were those who sought to rule over people so as to have
clerical authority so as to seduce believers to follow them instead of Christ and His Word. This is what
leads the church into compromise and ungodly doctrines and practices, even false gospels (Gal. 1:6-9).

(2:16) — “REPENT” — The only cure for such compromise and evil practices is repentance which is the
gift of God in His people (cf. 2 Cor. 7:8-11). We must be continually brought to Godly sorrow over our
sin as we war against the flesh, and in light of the matchless grace of God in Christ Who died and paid the
penalty of all our sins. Christ has freely forgiven us and justified us by His righteousness alone. We owe
Him our love and obedience as we are motivated by His grace and love toward us and by our love and
gratitude to Him. If repentance did not come, Christ would “COME UNTO THEE QUICKLY” and
“FIGHT AGAINST THEM WITH THE SWORD?” of His Word — the sharp, two-edged sword of truth.
God’s truth is the weapon of our warfare to fight against all compromise, heresy, and evil (2 Cor. 10:1-6).
We need to understand that the Lord Jesus Christ never fights against His true people. He always
preserves, protects, and cares for them. God is always FOR His true children (Rom. 8:31-39). Even
when He chastens us, it is for His glory and our good. However, lack of repentance in the areas described
above proves one to be a false professor of Christianity.

(2:17) — This is to all of us today to whom God has given spiritual ears to hear (heed) and obey His Word.
These are the words of God the Holy Spirit to the churches in John’s day and in our day. “TO HIM
THAT OVERCOMETH?” again describes the true believer who perseveres in the faith unto the end. All
who persevere unto the end do so by the grace and power of God in Christ. We overcome, have victory
over sin, Satan, the world, and death, because Christ has won the victory by His power and goodness to
save us (John 16:33; 1 John 5:4-5). “WILL 1 GIVE TO EAT OF THE HIDDEN MANNA” — This is a
symbol of Christ and eternal life for His people by the power of His blood and righteousness imputed
(Rom. 5:21). Christ is our “manna,” our Bread from heaven, and He is hidden from all who do not
believe and live upon Him (John 6:32-58). “AND WILL GIVE HIM A WHITE STONE, AND IN
THE STONE A NEW NAME WRITTEN, WHICH NO MAN KNOWETH SAVING HE THAT
RECEIVETH IT” — In the Roman courts between the judges and the accused was an urn. After hearing
the evidence, if the judges found the accused guilty, they would place a black stone in the urn. If they
found him not guilty, they would place there a white stone. This is the justified sinner's eternal state and
standing before God based solely upon the merits of Christ's blood and righteousness. We are eternally
justified, washed, sanctified, eternally accepted before God through Christ, our Surety. Our “new name
written” is the name that identifies us with Christ our Savior (cf. Jer. 23:5-6, 33:15-16).
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LESSON 8 - THE DANGER OF UNGODLY TOLERATION  REVELATION 2:18-29

(2:18) — “THYATIRA” was a smaller city famous for trade-guilds connected in business with idolatry.
Lydia was from Thyatira (Acts 16:13-15). Each trade-guild had its own guardian idol. To be successful
in business, one had to belong to one of these guilds, and membership implied he worshipped the idol.
Obviously, this was a major problem for a believer. If they left the guild, he could not support his family.
If he stayed and refused to join the pagan practices, he would be persecuted. If he participated in the
feasts, he sinned against God and his own conscience as well as openly denying Christ.

The Lord identifies Himself as the “SON OF GOD,” which speaks of His deity and His
sovereign right to sit in judgment of all men. “HIS EYES LIKE UNTO A FLAME OF FIRE” speaks
of His ability to see and judge according to truth (Rom. 2:2). Whatever profession men make, Christ
knows the reality of the hearts and motives. To those who are not found IN HIM, God is a consuming
fire. To those who stand IN HIM, washed in His blood and clothed in His righteousness, He is the light of
glory. All who are in Him have new hearts, broken and contrite over sin, hearts of faith in Christ and love
for Him and His people.

“HIS FEET ARE LIKE FINE BRASS” which speaks of His power both to conquer His
enemies and save His people from sin. It could be a direct reference to Daniel 3 when the Lord appeared
in the fiery furnace with the three Hebrew children and saved them from death. He Himself, like refined
brass burned in a furnace, went under the judgment of God for His people to suffer unto death and satisfy
the wrath of God against them. He put away our sins and established righteousness whereby God could
be just to justify us. We who are in Christ have nothing to fear from judgment because there is no
condemnation in Him (Rom. 8:1,33-34).

(2:19) — “ KNOW THY WORKS?” — This is the fruit of His power and grace in their lives. They bore
the fruit of grace and faith in Him (Eph. 2:8-10). “CHARITY” is love for Christ, His truth, and His
people. Like faith, this love is the gift of God shed abroad within our hearts by the Holy Spirit as He
shows us God’s love for us in Christ (1 John 4:10). “SERVICE” is their work and endeavors to spread
the Gospel truth to be used of God as instruments of gathering His elect. “FAITH” is faithfulness to
Christ and His Word in service and worship. “PATIENCE” is endurance under trials in the face of
opposition and persecution. This is all by the power and grace of God in Christ, not by human power and
determination. “AND THE LAST TO BE MORE THAN THE FIRST” is continual growth in grace
and in knowledge of Christ, which is the way of all who are truly in Christ (John 15:1-8; 2 Pet. 3:18).

(2:20) — A danger to be avoided by the church in the last days is ungodly toleration. As believers we are
to be tolerant of many things, but not anything that denies the glory and truth of Christ in the salvation of
sinners by God’s grace. Apparently there was a woman in the church claiming to be a PROPHETESS.”
Our Lord calls her “JEZEBEL” after Ahab's wife, who had brought idolatry into Israel. This woman
whose real name we do not know brought in false doctrine. The Word of God clearly forbids women to
be pastors or preachers in the church (7 7im. 2:11-12). They allowed this woman to seduce the people
with her doctrine — “TO COMMIT FORNICATION, AND TO EAT THINGS SACRIFICED UNTO
IDOLS.” She promoted tolerance of and participation in the pagan practices in order to get along with
idolaters. By allowing her to do this, the church became a partner with her in her evil deeds (2 John 9-
11).
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(2:21) — This is the longsuffering of God toward the wicked (Rom. 9:22). God did not bring judgment
upon her immediately but warned her through the preaching of His Word to repent. Because of her own
self-righteousness, pride, self-love, and unbelief, she refused to repent. Do not ever doubt that even
though God is sovereign, He still holds people accountable and responsible to believe and repent. “AND
SHE REPENTED NOT?” describes not only the natural sin and depravity of this woman, but the natural
sin and depravity of all of us by nature. If left to ourselves, none of us would repent (Rom. 3:10-12). A
repentant sinners is a miracle of God’s grace and power through Jesus Christ.

(2:22-23) — This is God’s judgment against all who refuse to believe and repent. “ADULTERY” is
spiritual adultery against Christ whom such false professors claim as their spiritual husband (cf. 2 Cor.
11:2-3). They claim to have been washed in His blood and clothed in His righteousness imputed, but they
defile that pure garment with sin. “HER CHILDREN?” are all who follow her in her wicked ways.
Christ will search “THE REINS AND HEARTS” and expose them for what they are — false professors.
He will give them what they have earned according to their works which is eternal death. Our only hope
of eternal salvation and life is to receive, not what we have earned according to our works, but only that
which Christ has earned for us according to HIS work — the righteousness of God revealed in the Gospel
(Rom. 1:16-17; 3:21-26). Do we really trust HIM and submit to HIM and HIS righteousness as the only
ground of salvation? The only way to know for sure is to submit to the judgment of the Lord (Jer. 17:5-
13).

(2:24-25) — Christ has a message of grace and love, encouragement, for His people. The “BURDEN” of
condemnation has been lifted from us completely by the work of Jesus Christ as Surety and Substitute. It
has been lifted from our conscience by the Holy Spirit when He convinced us of sin and brought us to
Christ for all salvation, forgiveness, righteousness, eternal life and glory. Notice how Christ links
knowing “THE DEPTHS OF SATAN” with having the “DOCTRINE” of Satan (cf. John 8:44, 2 Cor.
4:3-4; 11:3-4). We are commanded to “HOLD FAST” the simplicity of Christ, the liberty we have in
Christ, the singleness of purpose and truth revealed in Christ till He comes again. We do so only by
God’s grace.

(2:26-28) — Again Christ promises victory to those who overcome and keep His “WORKS UNTO THE
END.” This is perseverance in the faith according to the will, power, and grace of God in Christ Who has
overcome our enemies. Notice how true believers hold on to HIS works, not their own. Our hope is built
on the works of Christ, not our works. “TO HIM WILL I GIVE POWER OVER THE NATIONS” —
This speaks of the judgment of the nations as the enemies of Christ. All who persevere in the faith of the
Gospel shall sit as kings with Christ upon His throne and rule over all things with Him forever (Matt.
19:28; Luke 22:29; Rev. 3:21; 20:4). All believers will sit with Christ in judgment over all His enemies.
Every unbeliever, and Satan himself, shall be judged and condemned by our Lord. We will be witnesses
in the judgment (1 Cor. 6:3; Heb. 13:17; Ps. 2:8-9). The Lord Jesus Christ will give us Himself. He is
our souls’ eternal “MORNING STAR” (2 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 22:16). The Day Star which will introduce us
into glory is Christ himself! He is our glory. He is our crown. He is our heaven (Ps. 73:25-26).

(2:29) — The children of Jezebel will not hear and heed these words, but the children of the Lord Jesus
Christ will hear because God the Holy Spirit opens their ears and pours the Word of God within.
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LESSON 9 - THE DANGER OF NO REPENTANCE Revelation 3:1-6

(3:1) — Sardis was the proud capital of Lydia situated on a hill the people considered impregnable. They
were a proud, over-confident people. In AD 17 it was partly destroyed by an earthquake, and by the time
this epistle was written, it had been conquered a few times. As one writer put it, "Again and again, the
self-satisfied and boastful inhabitants of Sardis had seen destruction coming upon them 'as a thief in the
night,' most suddenly and unexpectedly." (Hendrickson) This Gospel church had been established in a
decaying city which was facing a slow death. Sadly, the condition of the city as a whole reflected the
condition of the church here.

Christ identifies Himself as the One “THAT HATH THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD, AND
THE SEVEN STARS.” The “seven Spirits of God” symbolizes the complete work of the Holy Spirit in
giving life from Christ to dead sinners. The “seven stars” are ministers of the Gospel which is the Word
of life when empowered by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 1:16-17). This was very appropriate for this church as
their problem was spiritual deadness — “I KNOW THY WORKS, THAT THOU HAST A NAME
THAT THOU LIVEST, AND ART DEAD.” Their works revealed they were Christian in name only.
They had a reputation of being “Christian,” but no spiritual life, no real commitment to Christ and His
truth. Their faith was mere profession and not the confession of faith that leads to “repentance unto life”
(Acts 11:18) and a real love of Christ and His truth.

(3:2) — Christ tells them to wake up, take notice, and be diligent to “STRENGTHEN?” (cultivate and
grow), “THE THINGS THAT REMAIN THAT ARE READY TO DIE.” They had the truth of the
Gospel and its doctrines, but they did not have the life of the Gospel. Whenever truth continues to fall on
deaf ears, it will eventually die out. This admonition is for them to consider and heed the truth instead of
settling for a mere profession of truth. Seek the conviction that only God can give by His Spirit. Seek
true faith and repentance both of which are gifts from God. “FOR I HAVE NOT FOUND THY
WORKS PERFECT BEFORE GOD” — Christ is not speaking of sinless perfection here. None of us
are perfectly sinless within ourselves, and none of us bring forth works that are perfectly sinless. The
only sinless perfection we as believers can and must claim is our perfection in Christ based on His blood
and righteousness imputed alone. “Perfect” here carries the idea of completion, of reaching an intended
and desired goal — the goal of repentance of dead works and love of Christ and His truth so as to see it and
guard it as our very life. It is God’s will that all His elect come to repentance (2 Pet. 3.9), which is the
goal of faith in Christ (Php. 3:3-9). From this comes growth in grace and in knowledge of Christ as we
seek to cultivate the fruit of the Spirit and fight the warfare of flesh and the Spirit. This is a testimony
that Christ is the only way of salvation, righteousness, eternal life, and glory, and that every other way is a
false way, a way of death and damnation.

(3:3) - “REMEMBER THEREFORE HOW THOU HAST RECEIVED AND HEARD, AND HOLD
FAST, AND REPENT” — To consider the Word of God in the Gospel lightly or as something less than
life and death is to court death and damnation. He calls on them to “remember” the great truths of God’s
grace in Christ, the doctrines that honor God, bring us to conviction of our depravity and sin, exalt Christ
and drive us to Him and His righteousness alone for all salvation, and which motivate us unto love and
obedience in the faith. “Hold fast, and repent” means to believe Christ, believe His Word, and live by
this Word unto repentance of dead works and all sin. The only other alternative is eternal death.
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(3:4) — There were a few true believers in this church, a remnant according to the election of grace, who
had truly received and submitted to Christ and His righteousness imputed as the only ground of salvation
(Rom. 10:1-4). They had not “DEFILED THEIR GARMENTS” — They had not polluted the perfect
robe of Christ’s righteousness imputed to them by a mere outward profession of truth without true
repentance of dead works. Whenever men claim to know, believe, love, and follow Christ, but who refuse
to repent, and even give some credit to other ways of salvation (works, free-willism), they defile the
perfect garment they claim to have by the grace of God in Christ. “THEY SHALL WALK WITH ME
IN WHITE: FOR THEY ARE WORTHY?” — They are truly saved, justified in and by Christ. They
truly believe in Him and have His “white” robe of righteousness imputed to them. They truly walk with
Christ and are “worthy” of all the blessings of salvation and eternal life IN and BY HIM. Their
worthiness is not in themselves and not their own but that which they have in Christ (Eph. 1:6-7; Rev. 5).

(3:5) — All who by the power and grace of God in Christ overcome this sad spiritual condition, “SHALL
BE CLOTHED IN WHITE RAIMENT.” They are truly justified before God in Christ. Their salvation
is real and not merely a claim that cannot be supported and will not hold at Judgment. Christ “WILL
NOT BLOT OUT HIS NAME OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE.” These have eternal life and cannot
perish. Their names were written in the Lamb’s book of life before the foundation of the world. To be
blotted out of the book of life does not mean it is possible to lose salvation. If that were the case then
Christ would never have said of His sheep, “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand” (John 10:28). Those whose names were
written in the Lamb’s book of life (Rev. 13:8; 21:27) can never perish or have their names erased from
that book. If the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ, has died for them, they can never perish. This is said here
in the context of those who claim to be saved, to be in the book of life, but who are not really saved. It is
simply a way of stating that those who had no more than an outward profession of salvation, of being in
the book of life, have never had any part in it at all (Rev. 17:8; 20:15). Christ will “CONFESS HIS
NAME BEFORE MY FATHER, AND BEFORE HIS ANGELS” — Christ will publicly confess them
as His own, and they will enter the eternal bliss of glory in and by Christ.

(3:6) — All who have been born again by the Spirit of God will hear and obey what the Holy Spirit has

said to the churches. We know that it is by the power of God alone that any sinner will hear and believe
these warnings of Scripture.
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LESSON 10 —- THE GRACE OF FAITHFULNESS Revelation 3:7-13

(3:7) — Philadelphia was located in a valley on a very important road. It was originally established to be a
center for spreading Greek culture to other cities. This church was a small group of believers who stood
firm for the Gospel of God's grace in Christ. They boldly confessed Christ as the only way of salvation
and that any other way was false and deadly to the souls of men. They were not great in number, but they,
by the grace of God, were great in faith. They were not admired by men, nor were they influential rich in
material things, but they were rich in the grace and truth of God in Christ. They represent the true church
of Christ remaining faithful to Him and His Word in the face of opposition. Christ had no rebuke or
reproof for them, not because they were perfect. There is no such thing as a perfect church here on earth.
But they were an example of a church being faithful and diligent in the things of Christ. God honors His
Word, and He blesses those who remain faithful to Him in the ministry of the Word.

Again, this letter is addressed to the minister or pastor of the church to be delivered to the whole
church. Christ identifies Himself as “HE THAT IS HOLY,” which expresses not only His purity but
also His separateness from all others (Heb. 7:26). There is none like our God and Savior. It is our
identification with Him, our separation unto Him, and our holiness in Him that separates us, the true
church, from the world. “HE THAT IS TRUE” describes His truth and faithfulness to save all His
people and bring us to final glory by His power and grace, based on His blood and righteousness alone.
Christ is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). “HE THAT HATH THE KEY OF DAVID, HE
THAT OPENETH, AND NO MAN SHUTTETH; AND SHUTTETH, AND NO MAN OPENETH”
describes His supreme authority in the kingdom of God and the government of grace (Luke 1:32-33). He
Himself is the “key” of salvation for His people. He Himself is the “key” to open the Scriptures. He
alone opens the way to God for sinners by the merits of His finished work on the cross as revealed to us
by the Holy Spirit in the preaching of the Gospel. No man can shut that door and keep His people from
entering in. He alone shuts that way to any and all who seek to enter by their own works, will, and
efforts. No man can open that door for sinners who seek salvation any other way but Christ (Acts 4:10-
12; 1 Cor. 3:11).

(3:8) — “I KNOW THY WORKS?” as they are evidence and fruit of God’s power and grace given them
through the Lord Jesus Christ. “BEHOLD, I HAVE SET BEFORE THEE AN OPEN DOOR, AND
NO MAN CAN SHUT IT” — We know Christ Himself is the one and only door of salvation, the way to
God for sinners. Here it speaks of the liberty and opportunity to preach the Gospel of His grace to the
lost. This is a gift from God. He does not tell us exactly what this open door is, but it usually describes a
God-given opportunity to preach the Gospel to the lost (2 Cor. 2:12). Christ will have His sheep, and He
brings them into the fold by sending out His witnesses to preach the Gospel to them. No man can shut the
door of grace and keep them out. “FOR THOU HAST A LITTLE STRENGTH, AND HAST KEPT
MY WORD, AND HAST NOT DENIED MY NAME” — They had little power. This group of believers
did not have great numbers, buildings, or programs, but they had the grace and power of God to
accomplish His goals and to stand against all opposition. Therefore they had been faithful to His Word
and did not deny Him and His glory (Php. 2:12-13; 2 Cor. 12:10).

(3:9) — Some of the most adamant enemies of the Gospel of God’s grace in Christ have been Jews who
claim to be the people of God but who deny and hate Christ, His truth, and His church. They are again
described as “THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN” (cf. John 8:44). They claim to be children of God, but
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they lie. Only those who are IN CHRIST are the true children of God (Rom. 9:6-8; Gal. 3:26-29; Php.
3:3). Any who seek salvation, forgiveness, and/or justification before God based on anything other than
the righteousness of Christ imputed and received by faith are fulfilling an evil desire inspired by Satan
(Rom. 9:31—10.:4). Christ says that in the end the true children of God who are despised of men will be
exalted over all our enemies. He “WILL MAKE THEM TO COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE THY
FEET, AND TO KNOW THAT I HAVE LOVED THEE.” This does not mean they will worship us,
but that they will be forced to acknowledge and agree that we are the true children of God and that God
loves us in Christ.

(3:10) — Christ will preserve all His people. None of them shall perish. The evidence of being one of His
people is the fact that by His grace and power, we keep (hold on to, grasp firmly) “THE WORD OF MY
PATIENCE” which is the Gospel of His finished work wherein He endured even unto the death of the
cross to accomplish all for us (Heb. 12:1-3). It includes His endurance as our Mediator and Intercessor to
keep us unto the time of His second coming. He will also preserve His people in that great and final
“HOUR OF TEMPTATION” where the whole world without Christ will be exposed and judged guilty
and sentenced to perish eternally. Those “THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH?” describes not
everyone who will be living on earth at the time of Christ’s second coming, but all who are OF the earth,
spiritually connected to the world in opposition to Christ. The only hope for any sinner now and forever
is to be found IN CHRIST, washed in His blood and clothed in His righteousness.

(3:11) — Christ is coming soon. He commands them “HOLD THAT FAST WHICH THOU HAST,
THAT NO MAN TAKE THY CROWN.” We know our perseverance in the faith is not due to our own
strength but to Christ who preserves us by His grace and power (2 Tim. 1:12; Jude 24-25). God uses
means to preserve His people, and one of the means is our continuation in His Word by which we
persevere. Our “crown” is the crown of everlasting life and glory which is given to us through Christ
who is our life and glory.

(2:12) — All who overcome in victory over the world by the grace and power of God, He will “MAKE A
PILLAR IN THE TEMPLE OF MY GOD.” This does not mean that any of us will have a greater
reward or position over other believers in the temple of God, the true church glorified. It does not mean
that it is up to us to hold up the church. Christ is our foundation and strength. It means we will be
monuments to the glory of God in Christ and His grace to save us to uttermost, and all of us will have a
permanent, immoveable position in the glorified church.

“AND HE SHALL GO NO MORE OUT” — There will be none who leave this true church.
“AND I WILL WRITE UPON HIM THE NAME OF MY GOD, AND THE NAME OF THE CITY
OF MY GOD, WHICH IS NEW JERUSALEM, WHICH COMETH DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN
FROM MY GOD: AND I WILL WRITE UPON HIM MY NEW NAME” — Christ will make it
evident that we belong to God, to the New Jerusalem, and to Him, and that all blessings and privileges of
the sons of God are ours forever. Our Savior’s new name, His acquired name, which He promises to
write upon His people is Jehovah-tsidkenu, “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jer. 23:6 & 33:16).

(2:13) — All who have been born again by the Holy Spirit, all who have ears to hear, listen to and heed
what the Holy Spirit says to the churches.
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LESSON 11 - THE DANGER OF BEING LUKEWARM Revelation 3:14-22

(3:14) — Laodicea was a wealthy financial center in Asia Minor. The Lord had established a Gospel
church in this city. It had a good beginning (Col. 2:1-2, 4:13-16), but had degenerated into an awful
spiritual state. Christ identifies Himself as “THE AMEN” — He who is Judge of all has the last and final
word in all things. He is the fulfillment and completion of all things in salvation (2 Cor. 1:20). He
identifies Himself as “THE FAITHFUL AND TRUE WITNESS,” perfectly loyal, trustworthy, and
honest in all things. This would particularly pertain to His office as the Judge of all. He is “THE
BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD” — He is God Himself, the source of all life and the goal
of all life, especially in the salvation of His people (John 1:1-4; Col. 1:15-20).

(3:15-16) — The “WORKS?” did not evidence spiritual life, but the evil state of their hearts as lukewarm.
“NEITHER COLD NOR HOT?” describes an awful condition of a professing Christian who has no real
conviction of truth in the Lord. He halts between two opinions and compromises the Gospel of Christ
when convenient to do so. It is the opposite of zeal and firm stand in the truth of God’s grace in Christ
against the world. “I WOULD THOU WERT COLD OR HOT” — Lukewarm water is considered
useless, but “cold” water quenches the thirst. “Hot” water is cleansing and useful in healing. The Gospel
is like a drink of cold water to a thirsty soul. It has the cleansing properties of hot water to the sin-stained
soul. The Laodiceans had rendered themselves useless because of their lack of zeal and conviction. “I
WILL SPUE THEE OUT OF MY MOUTH” — This expresses the Lord’s utter disgust for their
“LUKEWARM?” condition. Christ hates religion without truth, grace, and heart (¢f. Isa. 1:11-14).

(3:17) — The church at Laodicea in general was unaware of their poor condition. They boasted of being
“RICH, AND INCREASED WITH GOODS, AND HAVE NEED OF NOTHING.” This is the state
of the natural man. He is evil, poor, and dead, but he thinks himself to be righteous, rich, and full of life.
He judges by wrong standards, such as material wealth, physical health, numbers, etc. Christ who is “the
faithful and true witness” tells the truth, that they are “WRETCHED, AND MISERABLE, AND
POOR, AND BLIND, AND NAKED.” This is why the natural man hates the truth. It exposes him for
what he is (John 3:19-20).

(3:18) — This is symbolic language to encourage them to seek grace, salvation, eternal life, righteousness,
eternal riches, and glory in Christ as commanded in the Gospel of His grace. “BUY OF ME GOLD
TRIED IN THE FIRE” — Salvation is not for sale, but it is described as a treasure for which a convicted
sinner would readily and willingly give all he has to obtain it (Isa. 55:1-3). The Laodiceans judged
themselves rich because they could buy the things of the world, but they were poor. The riches of God’s
grace in Christ are like gold, but, as gold is refined by fire, so the grace of God comes to sinners only
through the blood of Christ Who endured the fire of God’s wrath for us. Grace is gold that was
refined in the oven of God’s infinite wrath and justice at Calvary. Like gold, the grace of God in
Christ ma