Eager Avenue Grace Church

Sunday, September 30, 2018

EAGER AVENUE
GRACE CHURCH
That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 5:21

Worship Services
Sunday September 30, 2018
10 am: “The Promise That is Sure”
Romans 4:15-17
Bill Parker
11 am: “The Christian Way of
Dealing with Sin - Part 4”
Colossians 3:5-11
Bill Parker

Live Stream
Every Sunday 10 & 11 a.m.
sermonaudio.com/reignofgrace

Contact
www.rofgrace.com

www.sermonaudio.com/reignofgrace
www.facebook.com/reignofgrace

email
info@rofgrace.com
phone
229.432.6969
address
1102 Eager Drive
Albany, GA 31707

Do Not Pretend
It is the conscious absence of all goodness that leads us to
Christ, the foundation of all goodness; and that fountain is open
to all who come in this fashion. It is closed against all who
come on any other footing. It is the want of light and life that
draws us to Christ, the source of both; and both of these are the
gift of God. He who comes as partly righteous is sent away
empty. He who comes acknowledging unrighteousness, but at
the same time trying to neutralize it or to expiate it by feelings,
works, or tears, is equally rejected. But he who comes as an
unrighteous man to a righteous and gracious Savior, finds not
only ready access, but plenteous redemption. The righteous
God receives unrighteous man if that man presents himself in
his own true character as a sinner, and does not mock God by
pretending to be something less or better than he is.
–Horatius Bonar
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Dying Thief Faith
The dying thief that called upon the Lord Jesus Christ in his last moments exhibited that one
evidence of the new birth – God-given faith – faith in Christ alone! He looked to a man who not only
appeared outwardly as one like himself but who also in that hour was hanging on a cross, hands and feet
nailed to it and dying like himself. A man rejected and scorned by all around him including the other thief.
A man mocked especially as a king, crowned with a crown of thorns, a reed scepter and scarlet robe. To
this Man, the Man Christ Jesus, in spite of all these things, he pleads, “Lord, remember me when thou
comest into thy kingdom” (Luke 23:42). There is spiritual recognition of Christ as He is, the King of
kings! He knows now that Christ is the Lord. He sees Christ for what He is by faith because Christ has
revealed Himself to him. In the darkest hours, when there is no other hope and he obviously is nothing
and can do nothing. He has no other evidence that he is a true believer. No other evidence that he is an
object of the electing grace of God, that he is one of God’s beloved children. Yet he is enabled of God to
manifest the faith of God’s elect – CONFIDENCE IN CHRIST! He says, “remember me WHEN you
come into your kingdom.” There is no “if” or other possibilities. It is WHEN! You are dying but you
shall rise again and successfully have accomplished all that you purposed to accomplish in death,
“perform the MERCY” promised. You will be victorious in all that you do and will rise again and be
glorified as the KING over your kingdom. Oh, he cries, “Remember ME” when you do! This is the cry
and confidence of faith. We do not find assurance anywhere else in anything else but Christ and His
successfully finished work. We believe that Christ did not fail in the work of salvation and we look to
Him alone for mercy. God’s elect, like this thief, find no one else to go to – “Then said Jesus unto the
twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast
the words of eternal life And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living
God” (John 6:67-69). Faith is marked by confidence that Christ has finished the work of righteousness
and we do not look anywhere else for evidence. We believe and are sure that He is the Christ! If we seek
evidence in anything else, we do not have faith.
–Pastor Gary Shepard
The dying thief rejoiced to see
That Fountain in his day;
And there may I though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away.
– William Cowper

Birthdays
Jason Renfroe - Sept. 30th | Steve Brown - Oct. 5th | Sandy O’Connor - Oct. 6th

Hymns
September 30th services
The Solid Rock - p. 272
My Faith Looks Up To Thee - p. 359

Lord’s Supper
Next Sunday, October 7th, we will have the Lord’s Supper immediately following our
morning worship service. We will gather in the fellowship room for lunch afterwards.
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Call To Worship
(Tune – O For a Thousand Tongues – p. 46)
(Words by Pastor Jim Byrd)
O may the praises of the Lord from every heart arise;
Declare the glories of our God,
Who dwells above the skies.
Sing of His great creative work, by Him the heav’ns were made;
Proclaim the wonders of His might,
Who earth’s foundation laid.
Adore mysterious providence, by Him all things consist;
Extol His purpose, wise and good,
Who can His will resist?
Behold Jehovah’s greatest work, salvation by His grace;
Christ Jesus paid the ransom price,
Of all His chosen race.
Declare the praises of our God, let none refuse to sing;
Affirm the greatness of the Lord,
Give glory to the King!

God judges the believer in Christ as perfectly righteous and holy at all times, by virtue of
Christ's righteousness imputed to him. The world cannot make a right judgment of believers. Only
the spiritual person discerns the things of God and the people of God (1 Cor. 2:14). The faults of the
godly are seen by everyone, but their graces are too often unseen. The royal daughter is all glorious
within. (Psalm 45:13) When you are able to make a right judgment of other believers, you will want
nothing better than to be in their company.
– John Owen
When the Holy God and a ruined sinner meet on a blood-splattered platform, all is settled once
and for all, settled in such a way as to perfectly honor and glorify God and eternally save the sinner.
The only proper meeting place between God and man is the point where grace and righteousness meet
and perfectly harmonize. Nothing but perfect righteousness could suit God, and nothing but perfect
grace could suit the sinner. But where could that take place? Only in the cross. There it is that mercy
and truth are met together, and there the believing sinner finds peace for the heart and conscience.
– Pastor Scott Richardson
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