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Check out this amazing book: Your Book, Your Brand: The Step-by-Step Guide to Launching 

Your Book and Boosting Your Sales by Dana Kaye.  

Networking and Confidence Building for Smart Authors 

with Alice Osborn 

In today’s competitive publication climate networking can make all of 

the difference between your books sitting a cold box in storage or in 

customers’ warm hands. And even before you publish, networking 

can help you connect you to editors, agents and to your readership. 

Why Network? 

Because you need a strong, dynamic network of over 260+ people to 

sell your future book, find venues for your book launch, discover 

readers, gain referrals to book clubs and to engage in writing 

opportunities. You’re now building your “sphere of influence.” 

 

It’s a good idea for writers to network with both writers and non-writers. Networking is about 

connecting to people and letting them know how you can help them. Networking will build your 

reputation and grow your readership since most people want to be associated with those they 

know, like and trust.  

Where Do I Go to Network? 

Meetup groups for writers, business networking groups, church, sports/active hobbies, 

library workshops, book clubs, bookstore author readings, open mics, featured readings, 

book launches for your author friends, Toastmasters, and trade associations. 

Get Started By 

 Preparing a 30-second commercial that tells those around you what makes you different 

and tells them what you’re passionate about. You’ll be using this 30-second intro when 

you introduce yourself in a workshop or when you attend a business function or a 

conference. Note: This is a commercial about you, not your book! 

 

 The Commercial: Why do you write what you write? Who or what are your 

influences? If you offer writing services such as editing or ghostwriting, also 

consider who your ideal client is, who you do your best work with and how you 

help solve people’s problems. 

 

 Notice the elements: 

 State who you are 

 Who you help 

 What challenge do you help folks with? For example, you write books 

that help them take their mind off their troubles. 
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 Be willing to volunteer your time by starting your own event or by serving on a board. I 

guarantee you you’ll meet people who will help you grow your business! For example, if 

you don’t have a book out yet and you volunteer to give a talk to the local library, keep 

ties with that library so you can be invited back when you do have a book in hand. Also 

volunteer for writing organizations, open mic, bookstores or literary magazines. What 

skills can you bring to the group to make you stand out? Photography? Podcasting? Web 

design? Editing? 

 

 Show up at open mics and other authors’ readings in your community. Take photos and 

tag and post them on Facebook. Join your local writing association and attend 

conferences. You never know when your teacher from three summers past will pass your 

name onto her agent or her friend who runs a small press. If someone needs your help 

with hosting a gig or finding a resource, do it! I did a meet and greet for novelist Homer 

Hickam (Rocket Boys/October Sky) at Quail Ridge Books in Raleigh before he did his 

reading and he returned the favor by blurbing the back of my first poetry book, 

Unfinished Projects! The time you invest now for free will definitely pay off later and 

you’ll be seen as a go-giver and a connector. Very powerful. 

 

You don’t have to be on ALL of the social media channels, but do focus on one or two. Here are 

my favorites by rank:

1. Facebook:  http://facebook.com/alicevosborn 

2. Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/alice.osborn 

3. Twitter: http://twitter.com/alice_osborn 

4. LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/aliceosborn 

5. YouTube: http://youtube.com/avosborn 

6. Pinterest: http://pinterest.com/aliceosborn 

Other Networking Tips To Build Your Author Platform 
 

Be a Meetup organizer and run your own live events 

Volunteer to run an open mic 

Maintain an active blog, posting at least once a week 

Organize a book launch for another author or yourself 

Give talks and presentations at professional conferences and book clubs 

Give away your books on goodreads.com 

Pitch your book to libraries 

Pitch your book to schools or to non-profits (if relevant) 

Write and post book reviews on your blog, Amazon, and GoodReads 

Send your book out for awards 

Bundle your books with a special price (2 for $15/3 for $20) 

Participate in local author events either as listener or presenter 

Lean on your long-time connections: church, library, kids’ schools, your college, fraternity 

Volunteer at a literary magazine, open mic, writing/reading organization 
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