Jesus' first words Lo Sirnon Peter were “Corme, follow me” (Mark 1:17). His last words 1o Lesson 9_"{”’

him were “You must follow me" (John 21:22). Every step of the way between those two

challenges. Peter never failed to follow—even though he often stumbled. ; 1
When Jesus entered Peters life, this plain fisherman became a new person with new Page

goals and new priorities. He did not become a perfect person, however, and he never

stopped being Simon Peter. We may wonder what Jesus saw in Simon that made him :

greet this potential disciple with a new name, Peter—the “rock.” Impulsive Peter certainly

didn't act like a rock much of the time. But when Jesus chose his followers. he wasn't

looking for models; he was looking for real people. He chose people wio could be

changed by his love, and then he sent them out to communicate that his acceptance

was available to anyone—even to those who often faijl. .
We may wonder what Jesus sees in us when he calls us to follow him. But we know

Jesus accepted Peter, and. in spite of his failures, Peter went on to do great things for

God. Are you willing to keep following Jesus, even when you fail?

Strengths and accomplishments: : )

e Became the recognized leader among Jesus' disciples—one of the inner group of
three 5

e Was the first great voice of the gospel during and after Pentecost

® Probably knew Mark and gave him information for the Gospel of Mark

® Wrote 1 and 2 Peter g

Weaknesses and mistakes: $ :
e Often spoke without thinking; was brash and impulsive
® During Jesus' trial, denied three times that he even knew Jesus
e Later found it hard to treat Gentile Christians as equals

Lessons from his life:

® Enthusiasm has to be backed up by faith and understanding, or it fails
® God's faithfulness can compensate for our greatest unfaithfulness

@ |t is better to be a foliower who fails than one who fails to follow

Vital statistics:

® Occupations: Fisherman, disciple

® Relatives: Father: John. Brother: Andrew
e Contemporaries: Jesus, Pilate, Herod

Key verse: )
“And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18).

Peter's story is told in the Gospels and the book of Acts. He is mentioned in Galatians
1:18 and 2:7-14: and he wrote the books of 1 and 2 Peter.

Jesus'’ last words 1o his followers were a command to take the gospel everywhere, but
they seemed reluctant to leave Jerusalem. It took intense persecution to scatter the
believers from Jerusalem and into Judea and Samaria, where Jesus had instructed thermn
to go. Philip, one of the deacons in charge of food distribution, left Jerusalem and., like
most Jewish Christians, spread the gospel wherever he went; but unlike most of them,
he did not limit his audience to other Jews. He went directly to Samaria, the last place
many Jews would go, due to age-old prejudice.

The Samaritans responded in large numbers. When word got back to Jerusalem, Peter
and John were sent to evaluate Philip’s ministry. They quickly became involved
themselves, seeing firsthand God's acceptance of those who previously were

T considered unacceptable.
- In the middle of all this success and exciterment, God directed Philip out to the desert
for an appointment with an Ethiopian eunuch, another foreigner, who had been in
Jerusalem. Philip went immediately. His effectiveness in sharing the gospel with this man
placed a Christian in a significant position in a distant country, and may well have had an
T effect on an entire nation.

Philip ended up in Caesarea, where events allowed him to be Paul's host many years
later. Paul, who as the leading persecutor of the Christians had been instrumental in
pushing Philip and others ouf of Jerusalem, had himself become an effective believer.
The conversion of the Gentiles begun by Philip was continued across the entire Roman
empire by Paul.

Whether or-not you are a follower of Christ, Philip's life presents a challenge. To those
still outs'de the gospel, he is a reminder that the gospel is for you also. To those who
have accepted Christ, he is a reminder that we are not free to disqualify anyone from
hearing about Jesus. How much like Philip would your neighbors say you are?

Strengths and accomplishments:

® One of the seven organizers of food distribution in the early church

® Became an evangelist, one of the first traveling missionaries

¢ One of the first to obey Jesus’ command to take the gospel to all people
® A careful student of the Bible who could explain its meaning clearly

Lessons from his life:

® God finds great and various uses for those willing to obey wholeheartedly

® The gospel is universal Good News

° Ihe whole Bible, not just the New Testament, helps us understand more about
esus

® Both mass response (the Samaritans) and individual response (the man from
Ethiopia) to the gospel are valuable

Vital statistics:
® Occupations: Deacon, evangelist
® Relatives: Four daughters
- ® Contemporaries: Paul, Stephen, the apostles

Key verse:
“Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news
about Jesus” (Acts 8:35).

Philip's story is told in Acts 6:1-7; 8:5-40: 21:8-10,



