Lesson 44 -~ 3

When we think of David, we think: shepherd. post, giant-kilier. king, ancestor of
Jesus-—in short, one of the greatest men in the Oid Testamant. But alongside that list
stands another: betrayer, liar, adulterer, murderer. The first list gives guazlities we all
might like to have; the second, qualities that might be true of any one o? us. The Bible
makes no effort to hide David's failures. Yet he is remembered and respected for his
heart for God. Knowing how much more we share in David's failures than in his
greatness, we should be curious to find out what made God refer (o David as "a man
after my own heart” (Acts 13:22).

David, more than anything else, had an unchangeabie belief in the faithful and
forgiving nature-of God. He was a man who lived with great zest. He sinned many times,
but he was quick to confess his sins. His confessions were from the heart, and his
repentance was genuine. David never took God's forgiveness lightly or his blessing for
granted. In return, God never held back from David either his forgiveness or the
consequences of his actions. David experienced the joy of forgiveness even when he
had to suffer the consequences of his sins.

We tend to get these two reversed. Too often we would rather avoid the consequences
than experience forgiveness. Another big difference between us and David is that while
he sinned greatly, he did not sin repeatedly. He iearned from his mistakes because he
accepted the sutfering they brought. Oten we don’t seem to learn from our mistakes or
the consequences thal result from those mistakes. What changes would it take for God
to find this kind of obedience in you?

Strengths and accomplishments:

o Greatest king of Israel

¢ Anceslor of Jesus Christ

¢ Listed in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11

¢ A man described by God himself as a man after his own heart

Weaknesses and mistakes: -

& Committed adultery with Bathsheba

® Arranged the murder of Uriah, Bathsheba's husband

® Directly disobeyed God in taking a census of the people
* Did not deal decisively with the sins of his children

Lessons from his life:

® Willingness to honestly admit our mistakes is the first step in dealing with them
® Forgiveness does not remove the consequences of sin :

* God greatly desires our complete trust and worship

Vital statistics:
® Where: Bethiehem, Jerusalem
® Occupations: Shepherd, musician, poet, soldier, king
¢ Relatives: Father: Jesse. Wives: included Michal, Ahinoam, Bathsheba, Abigail. Sons:
guch:}ded Absalom, Amnon, Solomon, Adonijah. Daughters: included Tamar, Seven -
rothers
e Contemporaries: Saul, Jonathan, Samuel, Nathan

Key verses: - )
“O Sovereign Lorp, you are God! Your words are trustworthy, and you have promised
these good things to your servant. Now be pleased to bless the house of your
servant, that it may continue forever in your sight: for you, O Sovereign LORD, have
spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed forever”

(2 Samuel 7:28, 29).

His story is told in 1 Samuel 161 Kings 2. He is also mentioned in Amos 6:5;
Matthew 1:1, 6; 22:43-45; Luke 1:32; Acts 13:22; Romans 1:3; Hebrews 11-:32.
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This prophet lived up to the meaning of his name, "He [God] has given." Hewasa
necegsa‘?y and help?ul gift from God to David. He served as God's spokesman to David
and proved himself a fearless friend and counselor, always willing to speak the truth,
even when he knew greal pain would result. o )

In confronting David's muftiple sin of coveting, theft, adultery, and murder in his affair
with Bathsheba, Nathan was able to help David see his own wrongdoing by showing that
he would not have tolerated such actions from anyone else. David's repentance aliowed
Nathan to comfort him with the reality of God's forgiveness, and at the same time remind
him of the painful consequences his sin would bring. )

Nathan's approach helps us judge our actions. How often do we make choices that we
would condemn athers for making? It is helpful to ask ourselves how God and others see
our actions. Unfortunately, we have a huge capacity to lie to ourselves. God still provides
two safeguards against self-deception: his Word and true friends. In each case, we get a
view beyond oursetves. You are holding God’s Word. Let it speak to you about yourself,
even if the truth is painful. If you don't have a friend like Nathan, ask God for one. And

ask God to use you as a suitable Nathan for someone else.
Strengths and accomplishments:

e A trusted adviser to David
® A prophet of God
o A fearless, but careful confronter
& One of God’s controls in David's life
Weakness and mistake: .
; e His eagerness 1o see David build a temple for God in Jerusalem made him speak
without God's instruction
Lessons from his life:
& We should not be afraid to tell the truth to those we care about

& A trustworthy companion is one of God's greatest gifts )
e God cares enough to find a way to communicate to us when we are in the wrong

Vital statistics: ]
e Qccupations: Prophet, royal adviser )
o Contemporaries: David, Bathsheba, Solomon, Zadok, Adonijah

Key verse: .
“Ngthan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation” (2 Samuel 7:17).

Nathan's story is told in 2 Samuel 7—1 Kings 1. He is also mentioned in 1 Chronicles
17:15; 2 Chronicles 2:29; 29:25.



