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Endurance is nc’i@_ﬁc’@mrrfon 'quai_ljt_y.’Many people lack the long-term commitment,
caring, and willingn&ss that'are Vifalto'sticking with astask against all odds. But Jeremiah
was a prophet who endured.

Jeremiah’s call by God teaches how intimately God knows us. He valued us before
anyone else knew we would exist. He cared for us while we were in our mother’s womb.
He plannad our lives while our bodies ware siilt being forrned. He values us more highly
than we value oursslves.

Jeremizh had to depend on God's love as he developed endurance. His audiences
were usually entagonistic or apathetic {o his messages. He was ignored; his life was
often threatenad. He saw both the excitemeni of a spiritual awakening and the sorrow of
2 national retumn to idolatry. With the exception of the good King Josiah, Jeremiah i
watched king aiter king ignore his wamings and lead the people away from God. He saw
fsliow prophets murdsered. He himself was sevarely perseculed. Finally, he watched
Judah's defeat 2t ihe hands oi ihe Babylonfans.

" Jeremiah respoadad fo gllinis with Codis message and huwran tears. He felt firsthand
God's fove for his psople and the pespis's refeciion of that love. But even when he was
angry with God and i=mmpied o e up, Jeremizh knew be had to keep going. God had
cali=d nim io endure. He oxpressed iwense feslings. bui he alse saw beyond the
iecfingstoihe God who wes soonio exscuts festice, but who aftierward would
zdmirssier mercy.

ftmzy be sesy ok vs o identiy wih Jeremian's frustrations and discouragement, but
we nesd to reakze that this prophet’s Iie & also an encouragemant to faithfulness.

Strengths and accomplishments:

& Wrots two Old Testament books, Jeremich and Lamentations

s Ministered during the reigns of the last five Kings of Judah

+ Was g catalyst ior the great spiritual reformation under King Josiah

# Acted as God's faithful messenger in spite of many afiempts on his e

® Was so deeply sorrowiul for the fallen condition of Judzh that he eamed the title
“weeping prophet”

Lessons from his life: . .

® The majority opinion is not necessarily God's will

# Although punishment for sin is severe, there is hope in God's mercy

© God will not accept emply or insincere worship

© Serving God does not guarantee earthly security

Vital statistics:

& Where: Anathoth

e QOccupation: Prophet

® Relative: Father: Hilkiah

@ Contemporaries: Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah, Baruch

Key verses:

“‘Ah, Sovereign LORD,' | said, ‘| do not know how to speak; | am only a child.’ Bul the
LonD said to me, ‘Do not say, “l am only a child.” You must go to everyone | send you
{o and say whatever | command you. Do not be afraid of them, for | am with you and
will rescue you,’ declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 1:6-8).

R Jeremiah's story is told in the book of Jeremiah. He is also mentioned in Ezra 1:1;
Daniel 9:2; Matthew 2:17; 16:14; 27:9. See also 2 Chronicles 34, 35 for the story of
the spiritual revival under Josiah.




