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Daniel’s early life demonstrates that there is more to being young than making mistakes. 3
No characteristic wins the hearts of adults more quickly than wisdom in the words and ‘ s 7
actions of a young person. Daniel and his friends had been taken from their homes in .
Judah and exiled. Their futures were in doubt, but they all had personal traits that
qualified them for jobs as servants in the king's palace. They took advantage of the
opportunity without letting the opportunity take advantage of them.

Our first hint of Daniel's greatness comes in his quiet refusal to give up his convictions.
He had apptied God's will to his own life, and he resisted changing the good habits he
had formed. Both his physical and spiritual diets were an important pari of his
relationship with God. He ate carefully and lived prayerfully. One of the benefits of being
in training for royal service was eating food from the king's table. Daniel tactfully chose a

- simpler menu and proved it was a healthy choice. As with Daniel, mealtimes are obvious .- 2

and regular tests of our efforts to control our appetites.
‘While Daniel limited his food intake, he indulged in prayer. He was able to
communicate with God because he made it a habit. He putinto practice his convictions,

* even when that meant being thrown info a den of hungry lions. His life proved he made

the right choice.

Do you hold so strongly to your faith in God that whatever happens you will do what '
God says? Such conviction keeps you a step ahaad of temptation; such conviction gives
you wisdom and stability in changing circumstances. Prayerfully five out your
convictions in everyday lite and trust God for the resuits.

Strengths and accomplishments:

& Although young when dsported, remained true to his faith

e Served as an adviser to two Babylonian kings and two Medo-Persian kings
® Was a man of prayer and a statesman with the gift of prophecy

e Survived the lions’ den

Lessons from his fife:

® Quiet convictions often eam long-lem respact

& Don't wait until you 2re #n 2 tough sfiuation 1o leamn about prayer

® God can use peopie whersver they are

Vital statistics:

® Where: Judah and the courls of both Babylon and Persia

¢ Qccupation: A captive irom isres! wio became an adviser of kings

° gﬁtzmporanaﬁ teneniah, Mishasl, Azarizh, Mebuchadnazzar, Belshazzar, Darius,

Key verse: ) o
"This man Dasiel, whom e King cafed Beeshazzar, was found fo have a keen mind
and knowledogs and undersianding, and siso the abilly jo Ikerpret dreams, explain
nddies and solve dencull problems. Cat for Danisl, and he wil 1= you what the
writing means™ (5:12).

Daniel's siofy is told in he bodk of Danisl. He s =fso menoned n Maithew 24:15.

e 5 - ——

Friendships make Ke enjoyable and diffictst imss bearable Friendships are tested and
- _strengthensd hafdsl'g;s’ Suchwasthen relafionsiin hetween thirrvaunn lawich man
p CSEONCO real o o friendehip. As much as these frisnds meant to each

-5
 houTihe iyl ; _ -
g;_}nécn meyr?;arallawed thexr riendship to usurp God's place in their ives—not evenin

the face oi deatii. .
Together they sk deited Nebuchadnezzar's order fo {2l down and worship
the?r%zeage ::f;glg -?‘?1;"; shared*gnc%urag_eous‘ad,whﬂeqm_s, eager o getrid of them,

1old the ¥ing hat the hree Jews were being digioyal, Whila this was not g,

Nebuchadnezzar could not spare them without shaming himself.
This was the moment of truth. Death was aboutto end their friendship. A small

compromise would have allowed them to live and go on enjoying cach gthes sorving
God, and serving their people while in this foreign land. But they were wise enough to
see that compromise would have poisoned the very conviction that bound them so _
closely—each had a higher allegiance to God, So they did not hesitate to place their
lives in the hands of God. The rest was victory!

When we leave God out of our most imporiant relationships, we tend to expect those
relationships to meet needs in us that only God can meet. Friends are helpful, but they
cannot meet our deepest spiritual needs. Leaving God out of our relationships indicates
how unimportant hereally is in our own lives. Our relationship with God should be
important enough to touch our other relationships—especially our closest friendships.

Strengths and accomplishments: .

e Stood with Daniel against eating food from the king's table .

[ gha{ﬁd'a friendship that stood the tests of hardship, success, wealth, and possible
eal

e Unwilling to compromise their convictions even in the face of death

e Survived the fiery furnace

Lessons from their lives:

e There is great strength in real friendship

® 1t is important to stand with others with whom we share convictions
e God can be trusted even when we can’t predict the outcome

Vital statistics: .
¢ Where; Babylon

® Qccupations: King's servanis and advisers

e Contemporaries: Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar

Key verses:

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, 'O Nebuchadnezzar, we do
not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. f we are thrown into the
blazing fumace, the God we serve is able to save us from it. and he will rescue us
from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that
we will not serve yaur gods or worship the image of gold you have set up’”
{3:16-18). ’ L.

The story of Shadrach (Hananiah), Meshach (Mishael), and Abednego (Azariah) is
_told in the book of Daniel.
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