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Jesus’ first wuids to Sirnon Peler were “Come, follow me™ (Mark 1:1 7). His last words o Lesson 57

him were “You must follow me” (John 21:22), Every step of the way belween those two

challenges, Peter never failed 1o follow—even tholgh he often stumbled. . P 1
When Jesus entered Peter's life, this plain fisherman became a new person with new age

goals and new priorities. He did not become a perfect person, however, and he never

stopped being Simon Peter. We may wonder what Jesus saw in Simon that made him _

greel this potential disciple with a new name, Peter—the "rock.” Impuisive Peter certainly

didn't act like a rock much of the time. But when Jesus chose his followers. hie wasn't

looking for models; he was looking for real people. He chose people who could be

changed by his love, and then he sent them out to communicale that his acceptance

was available (o anyone—even to those who often fail. .
We may wonder what Jesus sees in us when he calis us to follow him. But we know

Jesus accepted Peter, and. in spite of his failures, Peler went on lo do great things for

God. Are you willing to keep following Jesus, even when you {ail?

Strengths and accomplishments: ) . )
® Became the recognized leader among Jesus® disciples—one of the inner group of

three B
® Was the first great voice of the gospe! during and after Pentecos!
® Probably knew Mark and gave him information for the Gospel of Mark
¢ Wrote 1 and 2 Peter -

Weaknesses and mistakes: . .
® Often spoke without thinking; was brash and impulsive
® During Jesus’ trial, denied three times that he even knew Jesus
& Later found it hard to treat Gentile Christians as equals

Lessons from his life: . o
® Enthusiasm has to be backed up by faith and understanding, or it fails
® God’s faithfulness can compensate for our greates! unfaithfulness

® i is betler to be a follower who tails than one who fails to follow

Vital statistics:

® Occupations: Fisherman, disciple

e Relatives: Father: John. Brother: Andrew

& Contemporaries: Jesus, Pilate, Herad

Key verse: . . . .

“And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it" (Matihew 16:18).

{ .
1 Peter's story Is told in the Gospels and the book of Acts. He is mentioned in Galatians
. 1:18 and 2:7-14; and he wrote the books of 1 and 2 Peter.

Jesus’ last wards 10 his followers were a command to take the gospel everywhere, but
they seemed reluctant to leave Jerusalem. It took intense persecution to scatter the
helievers from Jerusalem and into Judea and Samaria, where Jesus had instructed them
to go. Philip, one of the deacons in charge of food distribution, left Jerusalem and, like
most Jewish Christians, spread the gospel wherever he went: but unlike most of them,
he did not limit his audience to other Jews. He went directly to Samaria, the last place
many Jews would go, due lo age-old prejudice.

The Samaritans responded in large numbers. When word got back to Jerusalem, Peter
and John were sent to evaluate Philip's ministry, They quickly became involved
themselves, seeing firsthand God's acceptance of those who previously were
considered unacceptable.

L. )
- In the middle of all this success and excitement, God directed Philiﬁ out to the desert
for an appoiniment with an Ethiopian eunuch, another foreigner, who had been in
Jerusalem. Philip went immediately. His effectiveness in sharing the gospel with this man
placed a Christian in a significant position in a distant country, and may well have had an
R effect on an entire nation.

Philip ended up in Caesarea, where events allowed him to be Paul's host many years
later. Paul, who as the leading persecutor of the Christians had been instrumental in
pushing Philip and others out of Jerusalern, had himself become an sffective believer,
The conversion of the Gentiles begun by Philip was continued across the entire Roman
empire by Paul.

Whether or-not you are a follower of Christ, Phifip's life presents a challenge. To those
still outside the gospel, he is a reminder that the gospel is for you also. To those who

- . have accepted Christ, he is a reminder that we are not free to disqualify anyone from
hearing about Jesus. How much like Philip would your neigtibors say you are?

Strengths and accomplishments:;

® One of the seven organizers of food distribution in the early church

® Became an evangelist, one of the first traveling missionaries

® One of the first to obey Jesus’ command to take the gospel to all pecple
® A careful student of the Bible who could explain its meaning clearly

Lessons from his life:

® God finds great and various uses for those willing to obey wholeheartediy

® The gospel is universal Good News

¢ The whole Bible, not just the New Testament, helps us understand more about

Jesus .
& Both mass response (the Samaritans) and individual response (the man from
. - Ethiopia) to the gospel are valuable )

Vital statistics:
® Occupations: Deacon, evangelist
& Helatives: Four daughters
- ® Contemporaries: Paul, Stephen, the apostles
Key verse:
"Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news
about Jesus” (Acts 8:35).

Philip’s story is told in Acts 6:1—7; 8:5-40; 21:8~10,
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No person, apart from Jesus himself, shaped the history of Christianity fike the apostle
Paul. Even before he was a believer, his actions were significant. His frenzied
persecution of Christians following Stephen's death got the church started in obeying 3
Christ's final command to take the gospel worldwide. Paul's personal encounter with
Jesus changed his life. He never lost his fierce intensity, but from then on it was
channeled for the gospel.

Paul was very religious. His training under Gamaliel was the finest available. His
intentions and efforts were sincere. He was a good Pharisee, who knew the Bible and
sincerely believed that this Christian movemnent was dangerous to Judalsm. Thus Paul
hated the Christian faith and persecuted Christians without mercy.

Paul got permission to trave! to Damascus to caplure Christians and bring them back
to Jerusalem. But God stopped him in his hurried tracks on the Damascus road. Paul
personally met Jesus Christ, and his life was never again the same.

Until Paul's conversion, little had been done about carrying the gospel to non-Jews.
Philip had preached in Samaria and to an Ethiopian man; Comelius, a Gentile, was
canverted under Peter; and in Antioch in Syria, some Greeks had joined the believers.
When Bamabas was sent from Jerusalem to check on this situation, he went to Tarsus to
find Paul and bring him to Antioch, and together they worked among the believers there.
They were then senton a missionary journey, the first of three Paul would take, that would
carry the gospe! across the Roman empire.

The thorny issue of whether Gentile believers had to obey Jewish laws before they
could becoms Christians caused many problems in the early church. Paul worked hard
to convince the Jews that Gentiles were acceptable to God, but he spent even more time
convincing the Gentiles that they were acceplable to God. The lives Paul touched were
changed and challenged by meeting Christ through him.

God did not waste any part of Paul—his-background, his training, his citizenship, his
mind, or even his weaknesses. Are you willing to let God do the same for you? You will
never know all he can do with you unti! Yyou aliow him to'have all that you are!

Strengths and accomplishments:

» Transformed by God from a persecutor of Christians to a preacher for Christ

® Preached for Christ throughout the Roman empire on three missionary journeys

& Wiote letters to various churches, which became part of the New Testament

® Was never afraid to face an issue head-on and deal with it

® Was sensitive to God's leading and, despite his strong personality, always did as
God directed

¢ Is often called the apostle to the Genliles

Weaknesses and mistakes: '
® Witnessed and approved of Stephen's stoning
® St out to destroy Christianity by persecuting Christians

Lessons from his life:

@ The Good News is that forgiveness-and eternal life are a gift of God's grace
received through faith in Christ and available to all people

¢ Obedience results from a relationship with God, but obedience will never create or
earn that relationship

® Real freedom doesn't come until we no longer have lo- J::rove our freedom

* God does not waste our time—he will use our past and present so we may serve

him with our future

Vital statistics:

® Where: Bomn in Tarsus, but became a world traveler for Christ

® Occupations: Trained as a Pharises, feamed the tentmaking trade, served as a
* missionary . .o . -

® Contemporaries: Gamaliel, Siéphen, the aposlles, Luke. Barnabas, Timothy

Key verses:

“For 1o me, o live is Christ and to die is gain, If | am to go on living in the body, this
will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall | choose? | do not know! | am torn
between the two: | desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is
more necessary for you that | remain in the body" {Philippians, 1:21-24).

Paul's story is told in Acts 7:58—28:31 and throughout his New Testament letters.
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Painful lessons are usually doorways to new apportunities. Even the apostie Paul had .
much to leam. Shortly after his disappointing experience with John Mark, Paul recruited
another eager young man, Timothy, 1o be his assistant, Paul's intense personality may
have been too much for John Mark to handle, it could easily have created the same
prablem for Timothy. But Paul seems to have iearned a lesson in patience from his old
Triend Barnabas. As a result, Timothy became a “son® fo Paul,

Timothy probably became a Christian after Paul's first missionary visit to Lystra (Acts
16:1-5). Timothy already had solid Jewish training in-the Scriptures from his mother and
grandmother, By Paul's Second visit, Timothy had grown into a respected disciple of
Jesus. He did not hesitate to join Paul and Silas on their journey. His willingness to be
circumcised as an adult is clearly a mark of his commitment. (Timothy's mixed
Greek/Jewish background could have created problems on their missionary journeys,
because many of their audiences would be made up of Jews who were concerned about
the strict keeping of this tradition. Timothy's submission to the rite of circumcision helped
to avoid that potential problem.)

Beyond the tensions created by his mixed racial background, Timothy seemed to
struggle with a naturally timid character and a sensitivity to his youthfuiness.
Unfortunately, many who share Timothy's character traits are quickly written off as too
great a risk to deserve much responsibility. By God's grace, Paul saw great potential in
Timothy. Paul demonstrated his confidence in Timothy by entrusting him with important
responsibilities. Paul sent Timothy as his personal representative to Corinth duringa
particularly tense time (1 Corinthians 4:14~17). Although Timothy was apparently
neffective in that difficult mission, Paul did not give up on him. Timothy continued ta
travel with Paul,

Our last pictures of Timothy come from the most personat letters in the New
Testament: 1 and 2 Timothy. The aging apostle Paul was near the end of his life, but his
burning desire to continue his mission had not dimmed. Paul was wriling to one of his
closest friends—they had traveled, suffered, cried, and laughed together. They shared
the intense joy of seeing people respond to the Good News and the agonies of seeing
the gospel rejected and distorted. Paul left Timothy in Ephesus to oversee the young
church there (1 Timothy 1:3, 4). He wrote to encourage Timothy and give him needed
direction. These letters have provided comfort and help to countless other “Timothys”™ .
through the years. When you face a challenge that seems beyond your abilities, read 1
and 2 Timothy, and remember that others have shared your experience.

Strengths and accomplishments: .

® Became a believer after Paul's first missionary journey and joined him for his other
two journeys

® Was a respected Christian in his hometown

® Was Paul's special representative on several occasions

® Received two personal letters from Paul

® Probably knew Paul better than any other person, becoming like a son 1o Paul

Wenknesses and mistakes: -

@ Struggled with a timid and reserved nature

® Allowed others to look down on his youthfulness

® Was apparently unable to correct some of the problems in the church at Corinth
when Paul sent him there

Lessons from his life:
& Youthfulness should not be an excuse for ineffectiveness
® Our inadequacies and inabilities should not keep us from being available to God

Vital statistics:

® Where: Lystra

e Occupations: Missionary, pastor

& Relatives: Mother: Eunice. Grandmother: Lois. Greek father
e Contemporaries: Paul, Silas, Luke, Mark, Petér, Barnabas

Key verses:

“1 have no one else like him [Timothy], who takes a genuine interest in your welfare.
For everyone looks out for his own inierests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know
that Timothy has proved himseli, because as a son with his father he has served with
me in the work of the gospel” (Philippians 2:20~-22).

Timothy's story is told in Acts, starting in chapter 16. He is also mentioned in Romans
16:21; 1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:10, 11; 2 Corinthians 1:1, 19; Philippians 1:1; 2:16-23;
Colossians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; 2:3, 4: 3:2-6: 1 and 2 Timothy; Philemon 1;
Hebrews 12:23.
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Some couples know how o make the most of life. They complement each other,
capitalize on each other's strengths, and form an eficctive team. Their united efforts
affect those around them. Aquila and Priscilla were such a couple, They are never
mentioned separately in the Bible. In marriage and ministry, they were fogether.

Priscilla and Aquila met Paul in Corinth during his second missionary journey. They
had just been expelled from Rome by Emperor Ciaudius's decree against Jews. Their
home was as movable as the tents they made to support themselves. They opened their
home to Paul, and he joined them in tentmaking. He shared with them his wealth of
spiritual wisdom.

Priscilla and Aquila made the most of their spiritual education. They listened carefully
to sermons and evaluated whal they heard. When they heard Apolios speak, they were
impressed by his ability, but realized that his information was not complete. Instead of
open confrontation, the couple quietly took Apollos home and shared with him what he
needed to know. Until then, Apollos had only John the Baptist's message about Christ.
Priscilla and Aquiia told him about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and the reality of
God's indwelling Spirit. He continued to preach powerfully—but now with the full story.

As for Priscilla and Aquila, they went on using their home as & warm place for training
gnd vlvorsigjip. Back in Rome years later, they hosled ene of the house churches that

eveloped. .

In an age when the focus is mostly oh what happens between husband and wife,
Aquila and Priscilla are an example of what can happen through husband and wife.
Their effectiveness together speaks about their relationship with each other, Their
hospitality opened the doorway of salvation to many. The Christian home is still one of the
bes! tools for spreading the gospel. Do guests find Christ in your home?

Strengths and accomplishments: .

& Quistanding husband/wife team who ministered in the early church
® Supported themselves by 1entmaking while serving Christ

® Close friends of Paul

¢ Explained to Apollos the full message of Christ

Lessons from their lives:

® Couples can have an effective ministry together

® The home is a valuable ool for evangelism .

® Every believer needs to be well educated in the faith, whatever his or her role in
the church

Vital statistics: .

® Where: Originally from Rome, moved to Corinth, then Ephesus

¢ Occupation: Tentmakers

® Contemporaries: Emperor Claudius, Paul, Timothy, Apolios

Key verses:
“Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives
for CT%) Not anly I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them" (Romans
16:3, 4). . . - — -
Their siory i$ told'in Acts 18. They are also mentioned in Romans 16:3-5;

1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19.



