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Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom.  Simply click here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210 

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. ** 

The Service of Worship 

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Baltimore, Maryland 

Third Sunday in Eastertide – Year B 

April 14, 2024 10:30 a.m. 

Prelude Prelude on “Hanover”    Nancy Flandermyer Chronister, Director of Music
arranged by Benjamin Culliby 

Welcome      The Rev. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor 

Invocation  ~ in unison ~ 

We thank you, God, for drawing us to this place and time 
and for interrupting us with your gift of life in Christ. 
Whether we have heard the news many times over, 
or are this day listening with brand new ears, 
surprise us with your justice and righteousness, 
that our lives might turn in the right direction; 
startle us with your goodness and mercy, 
that we might receive your empowering forgiveness; 
stagger us with your hope and peace, 
that our eyes will remain wide open as we leave this place, 
wondering what you will be doing this week in our world and in us. Amen. 

Hymn for Worship  NCH #253   Yours Is the Glory  JUDAS MACCABEUS 
~ as you are able, please stand ~

Our Joys and Concerns 
     Remember these known joys and concerns: 

- All those impacted by the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge.
- Peace in our world
- Matthew Lavasser – surgery this week
- John Henson – surgery last Friday
- Harry Claridge – awaiting surgery
- Rachel Ezell’s friends Mary and James – health concerns.
- Beth Wheat’s sister, Pat, awaiting more surgery
- The Flandermyers – Nancy Chronister’s parents
- Doug and Anthony

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210


 2 

      -   Laura Weaver Haas’s mother  
      -   Bryce – Jen Langdon’s nephew 
 

Prayer of Intercession                     Pastor 

Prayer for Others (congregation reads bold print) 
For your world and your children,  
we bring our prayers to you, God of love.  
 

For those creatures who are misunderstood, for those place which are abused,  
may there be loving care.  
 

For those who have not known love, for those who struggle to care,  
may there always be another chance.  
 

For those who live in fear, for those who bring fear to others,  
may there be justice and peace.  
 

For those living with wounds, for those confounded by death and loss,  
may there be hope for new life.  
 

For those who want to understand more, for those who are content,  
may minds and hearts remain open.  
 

For your world and your children, we open our hearts.  
Hear our cries, and lead us, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, Amen. 

 

Congregational Response  VU #356  Seek Ye First               LAFFERTY 
~ remain seated as we sing ~ 

A Story for All Ages  All children are invited to come sit by the pastor for a brief time together. 
Hymn for Comfort         NCH #279   O God in Heaven        HALAD         

              ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 
 

Gospel Lesson    Luke 24:36b-48             Debbie Kavanagh, Liturgist 
Anthem         Ask Of Me                Choir  

      Words by Mary Martin, Music by Donald Nolan 
The Message                       “Leave it!”                                         Rev. Sisson 
 

Making an Offering 
 

Please consider making an offering through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church 
address. You can find information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org You may 
also place your offering in the offering plate in the sanctuary. Or, you may use the QR 
Code that is at the end of the announcements. 

 

Prayer of Dedication/offering 
What will be done with the gifts we offer has not been revealed to us, Holy 
God, but knowing and trusting you by the power of the Holy Spirit, we do 
know they will be used to bring hope, to bring healing, to bring justice to all 
those people and places who long for these blessings. So, we offer these gifts 
with gratitude to you, in Jesus' name. Amen. 

Hymn for Sending      NCH #249  Peace I Leave with You, My Friends      PEACE, MY FRIENDS 
                         ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

Benediction    ~please remain standing~ 
If the God who raised Jesus from the dead is for us, who dare be against us? 
We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. 
 

Step out into the world in humble confidence: there is nothing about to happen that God has 
not foreseen, and no situation where Christ will not be there ahead of you, preparing a place 
and an opportunity for you. 

http://first-ststephens.org/
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Thanks be to God. 
 

The peace of God, which goes beyond all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ, God’s Son. And the blessing of God all-loving, the 
Creator, Redeemer and Counsellor, will be with you now and always. Amen! 

     

Postlude 
+   +   +   +   + 

 

Worship Resources are adapted from: 
Peter L. Haynes, Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren. 

Susan Miller, The Church of Scotland. 
Jenny Adams, The Church of Scotland. 

Thom Shuman, PCUSA. 
Bruce Prewer, United Church of Australia. 

 
 

Welcome! We are glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please fill out a visitor’s 
card from the back of one of the chairs and either place it in the offering plate or hand it 
to the pastor after the service. Please stay for coffee and conversation in the Gathering 
Room after the service.  
 

Trans Family Support Group meets this Tuesday night at 7p.m. If you are a family member of 
someone who is trans or non-binary or know someone who is, join us every third Tuesday 
evening in The Gathering Room to seek ways we can support each other and our family 
members.  
 

Please bring sanitary products for “Changing the Cycles” as we help end menstrual poverty. 
 

ACTC is desperately asking for any non-perishable food items. The need has increased by 25% 
and they depend on volunteers to supply the food pantry. Items can be placed in the red wagon 
in the foyer, and are delivered weekly. For the month of April we will focus on bringing: 
individual juice cartons, pastas and pasta meals, and canned tomato products. 
 

Saturday, April 20th at 1p.m. – Laura and DeAnn Weaver-Haas will be renewing their marriage 
vows to celebrate their tenth anniversary. First and St. Stephen’s family and friends are invited to 
witness this event and stay for a reception in the Gathering Room immediately after the service. 
Please RSVP to laurahaas0720@gmail.com if you plan to attend. 
 

The new gallery exhibit by Baltimore Sculptors opens today. Today is a “soft opening” and the 
advertising for this gallery will be out this week. There will be a “Meet the Artist Reception” on 
Sunday, May 5th from noon to 2p.m. If you can help with a Cinco de Mayo theme reception, 
see Carol Berman. If you can be a docent from noon to 2p.m. one Sunday between now and 
June 2nd, see Sharon Barr. John Henson is the docent today. 
 
 

To Make an Offering Now 

 
 
Consistory for 2024 
 

Amanda Ajulu – President - amandamajulu@yahoo.com 
Jen Langdon – Vice President - jenjele@gmail.com 
Bill Ingram – Treasurer - william.ingram@gmail.com 
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Richard Arrington - richard_arrington2003@yahoo.com 
Emily Perl – emilyperl78@gmail.com 
Laura Weaver Haas – laurahaas0720@gmail.com 
Nancy Ciesla - nciesla62@gmail.com 
Nancy Chronister – Member at Large - nancyfc88@comcast.net 
Kelly Sisson – Ex-Officio - fssuccpastor@gmail.com 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

Kelly M. Sisson    Pastor     fssuccpastor@gmail.com    (410)832-3974 
Nancy Chronister  Director of Music     nancyfc88@comcast.net     (610)724-6096 
Alex Vishio      Theologian at Large     avishio@mail.smu.edu 
Zach Langdon-Kennedy   Artist in Residence   tinnatupaws@gmail.com 
Deb Taylor    Administrative Assistant  fss.church.ofc@gmail.com     (410)377-5224 
Renard Noble       Properties Caregiver      (410) 419-5199 

 
 

Church Office  (410) 377-5224     WiFi Password: ONAcomma 











Trans Family Support Group 

Please join us! 

What? A safe space for family of trans/non-binary people to help us support each other and our family members.
When? We meet at 7pm on the Third Tuesday of each month 

Where? In the Gathering Room of First and St Stephens (United Church of Christ) 

6915 York Rd Baltimore 21212 

Do you have any questions? email Ljoellen@verizon.net 








