Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom. Simply click here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. **
The Service of Worship

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Baltimore, Maryland

Easter5 – Year C
Mental Health Awareness Sunday
May 15, 2022

10:30 a.m.

If you are visiting online, please place your email address in the chat.
We will gladly send you the weekly Order of Worship and Announcements.

Praise to the Lord

Prelude

Nancy Chronister, Director of Music

Arranged by Culli

Welcome and Opportunities for Ministry
Rev. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor
Call to Worship Litany
~ congregation reads bold print ~
We gather in the presence of the One who breathes life into all of Creation.
We sing God’s praises, breathing in God’s glory.
All are welcome in the presence of the Most High.
We come, seeking the goodness in the hands of God.
We gather as God’s beloved people, leaving no one outside.
Together we reflect the fullness of God’s love; together we bring God’s love into the
world.
Let us worship the Living God whose breath gives us life.
Hymn for Worship
The Lesson from the Psalms
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns

All Are Welcome

(see insert) Marty Haugen

~ as you are able, please stand ~

Psalm 148

Jen Langdon, Liturgist
Rev. Sisson

Please remember these shared concerns:
-

Our siblings in the Ukraine, and prayers for peace
COVID patients and those impacted by this lingering virus
The Family of Dorothy King after her passing
Alex Vishio, scholar at large at FSSUCC
Laura Haas’ mother, Margaret, after another fall this week
Martha Wharton’s father
Bill Ingram and his family
Amanda Ajulu and her family
Stef’s brother, David, living with Alzheimer’s

Pastoral Prayer
Hymn for Reflection NCH #462

HANCOCK
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Creating God, Your Fingers Trace
The Scripture Lessons
Anthem
The Message

~ Please stand as you are able ~

Revelation 21:1-6 and John 13:31-35
Walk By Faith

Jen Langdon, Liturgist
Church Choir

Words by J. Paul Williams, Music by Joel Raney

Mental Health Moments and What Church Needs to Know
Laura Haas
Richard Arrington
Beth Wheat

Hymn for Community #NCH43 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

BEECHER

~ Please stand as you are able ~

Please consider making an offering through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church
address. You can find all of that information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org
You may also place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary.

Prayer of Dedication
~ in unison ~
There are those who have no place to rest, may our gifts provide shelter.
There are those who are parched for justice, may our generosity quench their thirst.
There are those who wander the streets alone and afraid, may our blessings provide a
way.
There are those who are in the valleys of suffering, may offer ourselves as companions
on the journey. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
Hymn for Sending
Draw the Circle Wide
(see insert)
by Gordon Light

Benediction
Postlude

~ Please stand as you are able ~
Rev. Sisson
Nancy Chronister

Worship Resources for today include:
The Mental Health Networks of the United Church of Christ and United Church of Canada
The Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund, Minister for Mental Health Justice, United Church of Christ National Ministries
Thom Shuman

+ + + + +
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Called Business Meeting – TODAY! – The Consistory requests a Called Business Meeting
immediately after the worship service to authorize a transfer of funds from our
Endowment to general funds. All church members and regulars are encouraged to
attend.
Sanctuary Chair Sample – Try it Out!
We have a sample chair available it the Gathering Room for you to test! Decide if it is more
comfortable than sitting in the pews. There is information about the company and the chair for
you to browse. Then, look at the swatches of fabric on the table beside it, and each person can
vote twice on their fabric/color preference by taking a straight pin and attaching it to your fabric
of preference and your second choice. The chair will be available this week and next Sunday,
May 15th.
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ACTC – You may bring food to the church and leave them in the red wagon in the foyer or
drop food off on the porch at 535 Brook Rd. Towson. For the month of May, please bring

canned goods.
Next Sunday, May 22nd – 2p.m. at St. John’s Grace UCC, the Chesapeake Association
churches will come together to install The Rev. Brian Murray as pastor, and welcome
New Covenant Community UCC into the Association. We will carpool from First and
St. Stephen’s as we keep our covenant with this congregation. If you plan to go, please
let the pastor know as soon as possible if you can attend.
Pentecost is Coming! – June 5th we will celebrate being Church. As we do, we will
celebrate the sacrament of baptism and new membership. If you have been a regular
visitor and would like to consider a more invested relationship in the life of First and St.
Stephen’s, please contact the pastor for more information and to let her know of your
interest.
If you want to speak with the pastor, it is best to leave a message on her home phone number:
410-832-3974. Or, you can email her at: fssuccpastor@gmail.com
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