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Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom. Simply click here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210 

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. ** 
The Service of Worship 

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Baltimore, Maryland 

Epiphany Sunday – Year C 
January 5, 2025 10:30 a.m. 

Prelude         Nancy Flandermyer Chronister, Director of Music 

Welcome  The Rev. Dr. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor 

The Epiphany Lesson Matthew 2:1-12 Liturgist 

Call to Worship ~ congregation reads bold print ~ 
God of proclamation and epiphany,  
Through the words of prophets and angels you reveal the possibilities of a different 
way for the world ...  
God of encounter and epiphany,  
Through the life and actions of Jesus you reveal the passionate love at the heart of 
your Kingdom ...  
God of epiphany and challenge,  
as we hear your word now in scripture, sermon and song – open our knowing and 
understanding to your patterns and their possibilities.  
God of epiphany and change, 
as we encounter your Word now in story, bread and wine -- open our patterns and 
possibilities to the transforming power of your love and send us on by a different 
way.  

Hymn of Praise   NCH 144                    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                      ELDERKIN 
          ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

Our Joys and Concerns 
Remember these known joys and concerns: 

- Peace in our world, our country, our community
- Nancy Ciesla’s brother after surgery
- Lisa Kennedy – knee surgery
- Kelly Sisson on the 38th anniversary of her ordination
- Nancy Chronister’s father
- Freeman Palmer, Conference Minister, recovering from knee surgery
- Jen’s friend, Andrew and his family
- Bryce – Jen Langdon’s nephew

   If you share a concern and wish for it to be printed on this list, please consult with the person/s whose  
 names are involved, then let the pastor know in writing via email they give their consent. 

Community at Prayer 
Hymn for Epiphany   NCH #165  Love Came Down at Christmas   WHITNEY

          ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210
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Lesson from the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 60:1-6     Liturgist 

Anthem       Christmas Star   
Words and Music by  Amanda Udis-Kessler 

Duet by Lois Joellenback, Emily Perl 
 

Message   From Lighting Candles to Living Lights 
Congregational Response The Dove Will Fly on Mended Wing                O WALY WALY   

       Words by Tim Reaburn  
           ~ see insert ~ please remain seated ~ 

 

The Welcoming Table         

We believe that the invitation to this table comes not from any church or individual, but from Jesus. 
We therefore invite in Christ’s name all who hear that invitation and who wish to respond by sharing 
the bread and the cup. In the spirit of inclusion – the cup is alcohol-free; and there is a gluten-free 
option for bread.   

 

Making an Offering 
 

Please consider making an offering through on-line giving or mail your check to the church 
address. You can find information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org  You may 
also place your offering in the offering plate in the sanctuary. Or, you may use the QR 
Code in this bulletin. 

 

Dedicating our Offerings (congregation reads bold print) 
Emmanuel, bright Morning Star, gift us the grace and generosity to respond freely 
and fully, whatever you might ask of us. Receive these offerings as an offering of 
ourselves. Amen. 

 

Hymn for Sending NCH #164             Arise, Your Light Is Come         FESTAL SONG 
       ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

Benediction 
Postlude 
 

+   +   +   +   + 
 

Worship Resources are adapted from: 
Pat Bennett, Wildgoose. 

 

Welcome! We are glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please fill out a 
visitor’s card from the back of one of the chairs and place it in the offering plate 
or hand it to the pastor after the service. Please join us for coffee after the service 
in the Gathering Room behind the sanctuary. 

 
 

To Make an Offering Now 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://first-ststephens.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Many thanks to those providing for coffee hour: 
Today   – Jen Langdon  
January 12th - Carol Berman 
January 19th - Corrie Bates 
January 26th -   Beth and Tim Wheat 

 

ACTC is asking for any non-perishable food items. For January, please bring canned soups. Place 
items in the red wagon in the foyer so they may be delivered weekly.  
 

Changing the Cycles – please bring sanitary products to help those in menstrual poverty. Please 
bring items to the box in the foyer and help young women remain in school during their cycles. 
 

 
 

 
Church Office  (410) 377-5224     WiFi Password: ONAcomma 

Regular Church Office Hours – noon to 5p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
 

Church Staff 
 
 

Kelly M. Sisson    Pastor     fssuccpastor@gmail.com    (410)832-3974 
Nancy Chronister  Director of Music     nancyfc88@comcast.net     (610)724-6096 
Alex Vishio      Theologian at Large     avishio@mail.smu.edu 
Zach Langdon-Kennedy   Artist in Residence   tinnatupaws@gmail.com 
Mario Cardenas Administrative and Financial Assistant  fss.church.ofc@gmail.com  (410)377-5224 
Renard Noble       Properties Caregiver      (410) 419-5199 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 










