Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom. Simply click here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. **
The Service of Worship

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Baltimore, Maryland

PRIDE Sunday – Year C

June 26, 2022

10:30 a.m.

If you are visiting online, please place your email address in the chat.
We will gladly send you the weekly Order of Worship and Announcements.

Prelude

From the “Anthem for Keyboard Solo”

Nancy Chronister, Director of Music

(TRON Theme) by Wendy Carlos

Wendy Carlos is an American musician and composer best known for her work with the Moog
synthesizer, and her film scores. She composed the scores for “A Clockwork Orange”, “The
Shining”, and “Tron” In 1979 she raised awareness of transgender issues by disclosing she had
undergone gender affirmation surgery.

Welcome and Opportunities for Service
Rev. William Ingram
Our Congregation’s Open and Affirming Statement
~ in unison ~
We declare that First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ is an Open and
Affirming Congregation. We believe that all people are sacred in the eyes of God,
welcome at God’s table, and entitled to full and equal participation in the life of
the church. We recognize that congregations have historically condemned and
excluded some persons and groups of persons from the institutional church
whether through an active effort or through complicit silence. In response to our
understanding of Christ’s invitation to the table, we declare that we will continue
in our struggle to be open and affirming to all persons regardless of sexual
orientation, age, race, national origin, gender identity or gender expression,
physical or mental abilities, and we will work to show our understanding of the
Realm of God as a place of diversity and justice by our actions and our witness in
the world.
Hymn for PRIDE Sunday
Call to Worship

Bring Many Names

WESTCHASE

~congregation reads bold print~

Jennifer Langdon

NCH #11

~ as you are able, please stand ~

I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
With my mouth, I will declare your faithfulness to this generation and all generations.
Your steadfast love is established forever.
Your faithfulness is as firm as the strongest oak, as strong as the heavens themselves.
You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, my servant David”
Following you, we have established our own covenant with you and each other, to
affirm the lives of our LGBTQ+ siblings, to invite them into the full life and ministry
of your Church, our church.
For you are the glory of their strength, of our strength
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By your favor, our burdens are lifted. For your steadfast love endures all things.

I Will Sing of the Mercies

Chorus

(see insert)

FILLMORE

~as you are able, please stand~

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns

Rev. Kelly M. Sisson

Please remember these shared concerns:
-

Our siblings in the Ukraine, and prayers for peace
COVID patients and those impacted by this lingering virus
Martha Wharton’s father
Bill Ingram and his family
Amanda Ajulu and her family
Stef’s brother, David, living with Alzheimer’s

Unison Prayer
Gracious God, you love all that you have created, and you celebrate the diversity of
your creation. Throughout your history with your people, you have reminded us that
those whom the world sees as the least are the greatest in your eyes. We ask that you
give us the grace to celebrate with our LGBTQ+ sisters and brothers as they choose to
live authentically in the world. Teach us to honor and celebrate their gifts and help us
to create a world in which LGBTQ+ teenagers and adults are loved, accepted and
celebrated, in every gathering and every congregation. We ask this in your many
names. Amen.
The Epistle Lesson
Hymn
NCH #23
The Gospel Lessons
Anthem
The Sermon

1 Corinthians 13:34-35
There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy

Nora Jones
IN BABILONE

~as you are able, please stand~

Matthew 5:1-11, John 13:34-35
Blessed Are The Poor

Rev. Karen Lovelace

By Amanda Udis-Kessler

Rev. Karen Lovelace

Please consider making an offering through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church
address. You can find all of that information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org
You may also place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary.

Prayer of Dedication

~congregation reads bold print~

Jennifer Langdon

It is a gift to be able to give something away.
We are called to be a part of something bigger than ourselves.
Spirit of Love, look upon us now.
Bless these gifts; those we can see and those we cannot.
May our hopes come true for the better world we dream of
As we work together in love. Amen.
Hymn for Sending
Benediction
Postlude

Draw the Circle Wide (see insert)
~as you are able, please stand~

Rev. Sisson
Nancy Chronister

Worship Resources for today are from:

The Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ

+ + + + +
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today is PRIDE Sunday. Many thanks to all those participating in today’s worship
service. Special thanks to Bill Ingram for coordinating the service.
Other PRIDE activities:
+ After worship until 5p.m. – PRIDE in the Park at Druid Hill Park.
+ Tuesday, June 28th – 7p.m. Interfaith PRIDE Service at St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church -- 1900 St. Paul Street, Baltimore.
ACTC – for the next few weeks, we’ll collect bottled water. Please fill the red wagon on
Sunday with donations so that we can deliver generously on Mondays. You can always
drop off on the porch at 535 Brook Rd. Towson.

If you want to speak with the pastor, it is best to leave a message on her home phone
number: 410-832-3974. Or, you can email: fssuccpastor@gmail.com
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The LGBTQ Progress Flag
In 1978, Gilbert Baker created the traditional 6-color Rainbow flag while preparing for San Francisco’s Gay Freedom Day
celebration. He used color to symbolize meaning and felt that a “rainbow of humanity” represented the community’s diversity.
The flag has undergone many different changes and in 2018, the Progress flag displayed here is the work of Dan Quasar, who felt
that more inclusivity was needed.
Red represents Life, as blood is thought to a vital life force of the body. It also reminds us of passion, ideally where life
originates from.
Orange represents Healing. It is a fun and celebratory color, both of which are healing activities.
Yellow represents Sunlight, as the flags radiant and bright center. Yellow is said to stimulate new ideas and thoughts.
Green represents Nature, which is a healing place. The color is associated with growth and prosperity.
Blue represents Serenity, which soothes the soul. It is a relaxing color, also symbolizing calmness.
Purple represents Spirit. It is regarded as a regal, royal color that denotes pride. However, Gilbert’s intent was using purple
to connect us to the spiritual realm.
Brown was added to represent People of Color. This is important because this group has been largely left out of the LGBTQ
movement.
Black represents those who have died from HIV/AIDS.
Pink, white and blue represent Transgender people. Blue and pink have been used to represent whether a baby is a boy or a
girl. Here, the colors denote those genders, and white represents those people who are transitioning.

The Difference between Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
We use the acronym LGBT to describe the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender community.
L, G and B refer to sexual orientation and T refers to gender identity. How do we explain this?

SEXUAL ORIENTATION describes a person’s enduring physical, romantic, and emotional attraction to
another person. It is about who you want to be in a relationship with. Here are some examples:
People who are attracted to a different gender, such as women who are attracted to men and men who
are attracted to women call themselves straight or heterosexual.
People who are attracted to the same gender often call themselves gay or homosexual. Gay women prefer
the term Lesbian.

GENDER IDENTITY isn’t about who you are attracted to, but about who you are. It refers to a person’s
understanding and experience of their own gender. Everyone has a gender identity. For some, it is the
gender assigned at birth, based on the physical characteristics. For others, it does not. The term
“Cisgender” is commonly used for people who identify exclusively with the sex assigned at birth – either
male or female.
This means that Transgender (feeling like your assigned sex is very different from the gender you identify
with) isn’t the same as being lesbian, gay or bisexual. People who are biologically female may identify
with the male gender, and people who are biologically male may identify with the female gender.

