Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom. Simply click here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. **
The Service of Worship

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Baltimore, Maryland
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – Year C

July 31, 2022

10:30 a.m.

If you are visiting online, please place your email address in the chat.
We will gladly send you the weekly Order of Worship and Announcements.

Prelude
Welcome
Choral Call to Worship
Call to Worship

Nancy Chronister, Director of Music
Rev. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor

We Need a Little Christmas

Carole Haas, Soloist

~congregation reads bold print~

adapted

With eyes wide open and our ears on edge,
we look for shepherds and listen for the songs of angels.
In the heat of a July morning, with the summer sun lighting the way,
we gather outside the door of a mystery, wondering if we dare go enter.
With folks and friends we love, with strangers we have just met,
we gather, becoming the holy family for this time and in this place.
Hymn for Worship NCH #135
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns

O Come All Ye Faithful

ADESTE FIDELIS

~ as you are able, please stand ~
Rev. Sisson

Please remember these shared concerns:
-

Our siblings in the Ukraine, and prayers for peace
John Henson – having dental surgery starting this week
Karen Lovelace – having a spinal procedure this week
Tiffany Summers, Teresa’s daughter – expecting a baby
Kathy Thorp, Brian’s sister – after being in an auto wreck
Amanda Ajulu and her family
Stef’s brother, David, living with Alzheimer’s

Prayers of the People
(congregation reads bold print)
God of stable, stars, and surprises, of light and hope and new life:
Open our eyes and hearts to your presence in our world. As once you came in the
hush of darkness, O God, so still our hearts now by the wonder of that night.
Make us wise with the wisdom of a little one, that truth might be born afresh in us.
May our hearts not be busy inns with no room, but doors opened wide to welcome a
Holy Guest. Open us to your grace, that we might hear anew the songs of the angels,
and respond with a song in our hearts, and in our lives. Amen.
Hymn for Joy

NCH #129

A Time for All Children

Good Christian Friends Rejoice!

IN DULCE JUBILO

~as you are able, please stand~
(All children present are welcomed to come to the front for a time with the pastor.)
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Hymns for Praise

NCH #125
NCH # 144

The Gospel Lesson
The Anthem

Angels We Have Heard On High
Hark, The Herald Angels Sing
~ please remain seated ~

Luke 2:1-20
African Noel (adapted from a Liberian Folk Song)

The Homily
Hymn for Joy NCH #132

GLORIA
MENDELSSOHN
Martha Warton, Liturgist
Church Choir

By Aden G. Lewis

Selah 5
Joy To The World

Rev. Sisson
ANTIOCH

~as you are able, please stand~

Please consider making an offering through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church
address. You can find information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org You may
also place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary.

Prayer of Dedication

~congregation reads bold print~

Now, in this spirit of giftedness, remind us of those who struggle to put food on the
table or to buy a single notebook or pencils for their school-age child, so we might
realize how blessed we are and share from our abundance. In Jesus’ name, we
pray. Amen.

Congregational Reprise
Choral Postlude

We Need a Little Christmas

~as you are able, please stand~

We Wish you a Merry Christmas

(traditional)

We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
and a Happy July!

+ + + + + +
Worship Resources for today are adapted from:

Thom Shuman, PCUSA

Voices United, The United Church of Canada’s book of Worship and Hymnal

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas in July! As we celebrate the Christ-child being born in each of us, if you forgot
bring gifts of school supplies, notebooks, backpacks, etc. to donate to those who need a
strong start in the next school year, know we will continue to collect these items over the
next two weeks.
Church Pews – If you would like one (or more) of the church pews, contact the pastor:
fssuccpastor@gmail.com 14’ pews will be available for the next few weeks. Think of
ways you might repurpose this beautiful oak wood, and have a memory of a moment in

2

the life of First and St. Stephen’s. It will be your responsibility to arrange moving it from
the sanctuary and to set up a time for that move.
ACTC – is in need of non-perishable foods. Please fill the red wagon on Sunday with
donations so that we can deliver generously on Mondays. You can always drop off on
the porch at 535 Brook Rd. Towson.
Next Sunday – Communion Sunday – Bring your own communion elements and an extra
serving to share as we come together to the Welcoming Table.

If you want to speak with the pastor, it is best to leave a message on her home phone
number: 410-832-3974. Or, you can email: fssuccpastor@gmail.com
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