Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom. Simply click here:

https://zoom.us/j/460775042

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. **

The Service of Worship

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Baltimore, Maryland

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – Year A

August 2, 2020

The Twenty-first Sunday of Physical Distancing due to COVID-19

10:30 a.m.

“Jammie Church”

Some portions of Zoom church may be recorded to share brief clips on our webpage. All personal
information or prayer concerns will not be a part of recorded information.

Gathering Time
Welcome
Prelude

The Rev. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor

Spirit of the Living God

Nancy Chronister, Piano

by Iverson; arranged by Stone

The Scripture Lesson
Matthew 14:13-21
Q. What is a gratitude you have from this past week?
The Lesson in Song and Dance
Pray You Catch Me

Liturgist
Congregation
Madeline Wharton and Alisa A., Dancers

by Beyoncé

Sharing from Caring and Learning
Congregational Response
“Draw the Circle Wide”

Emily Perl

- sound works better on Zoom if you will mute your microphone to hear the piano –

Sharing Our Concerns

Remember these known joys and concerns:
-

Larry, friend of Tina and Jessi Kramer-Merrikan, who is in the hospital with COVID-19
Brian Barr and family after the death of his mother, Maude Virginia Barr
Nancy Ciesla – recovering from shoulder surgery
Ruth Gordon – recovering from a broken foot
Inbal Neun – diagnosed with breast cancer
Barbara Joellenbeck living with cancer
Confirmation Participants
Madeline Wharton, Nate Arrington, and Trey Dufauchard
- Stef and Colleen’s friend, Val, in rehabilitation center after having legs amputated.
- Stef’s brother, Dave, living with Alzheimer’s
- All those living in this time of pandemic – healthcare workers, emergency responders,
custodial helpers, grocers, food suppliers, scientists – especially local restaurants, nursing homes,
hospitals, those struggling with physical distancing and mask wearing.
Pastoral Prayer
Rev. Sisson
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Please remember that during this time of physical distancing our mission continues,
expenses continue, and staff continues to work. If you would consider making an offering
through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church address, you can find all of that
information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org

The Service of Communion Observed

parts of this are from writing by Maren Tirabassi

The Invitation

We believe that the invitation to this table comes not from any church or individual,
but from Jesus. We therefore invite in Christ’s name all who hear that invitation and
who wish to respond by sharing the bread and the cup.

Prayer of Consecration

(After the minister speaks the congregation responds in unison:)
God of compassion, you bless and break everything we are and everything
we bring to you. Our deep scarcity becomes enough to sustain us, and then
our “enough” becomes an abundance we could never imagine. We pray
that your Spirit of life and love, of tenderness and power, rest upon every
bread and every cup, that they may feed the inmost need of each child of
God and pour forth a grace that can change the world. Risen Christ, live in
us, that we may live in you. Amen.

Words to Remember
Song for Remembering

Sharing of the Elements

Let Us Break Bread Together (see screen)
(congregation reads bold print)

The bread on your table is blessed and broken like the picnic of grace.

Sharing love, we will never be hungry.

The cup on your table is blessed and shared like the overflowing of tears and joy

Drinking deeply, we will never thirst.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

In thanksgiving for the meal that heals yesterday and the unexpected grace that
empowers tomorrow, we pray for the wisdom to give away as fast as possible
some twelve baskets of leftovers …

O Holy One, as we received this sacrament in the holy dispersion of virtual
worship, (and the holy distancing in church pews), we thought we
“ordered” from a select gourmet menu, and never expected to become the
curbside pickup of your love and justice, of your compassion and courage,
of your hope and healing for all of your children who need a meal in a
deserted place. Help us gather the leftovers from the miracles in our lives
and give them away. amen.

Hymn for Commitment - sound works better on Zoom if you will mute your microphone to hear the piano –
Benediction

Spirit of Love (NCH 58)

(see screen)
Rev. Sisson

+ + + + +
Talk Back – Feel free to stay after worship on Sundays for virtual coffee hour and
conversation about the day’s service. The Zoom meeting will stay open for 30-40
minutes.
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If you are interested in membership at First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ,
please let the pastor know of your interest. She will contact you. We are still receiving
new members during our time of physical isolation.
If you need to speak with the pastor during this time, her phone number is: 410-8323974. Or, you can email her at: fssuccpastor@gmail.com

Join us again next Sunday at 10:30 a.m. for Jammies Church
If you would like to receive the worship materials, hymns, etc. for Sunday,
please place your email in the chat column of Zoom at the end of the
service, or email the pastor at fssuccpastor@gmail.com
ReRun, the Parsonage Hound, asked for this to be added:

Come “Tie One On” for the Pastor
Hi! ReRun here inviting you to a COVID-approved “Pawty”!! …sort of… or,
‘drop by.’
Next Monday, August 3rd, is Mom’s birthday, and it’s a BIG ONE!! She
says it is # 30, but Dad whispered to me that she is only half right.
We want to celebrate safely, so I had an idea …
< Drop by our house anytime between 10a.m. and 4p.m. (She may or
may not be there, but that’s okay.)
< On the front porch I’ll have out a basket of balloons, a tank of helium,
ribbon, and sanitizer. We would like for each person to blow up one
balloon, and tie it to the front porch railing.*
< If you’d like to bring a can of soup or jar of peanut butter, we’ll have a
box to put that in, too. Dad and I will take it to ACTC for helping food
insecure families.
<< *If you are reading this and live far away, you can email or Instant
Message Dad before Sunday night, and he will be glad to “tie one on” for
you! I would do it, but basset paws have trouble with the knots. My ears
get caught. (jhen46@gmail.com)
I’ve told Mom that I will know how old she is by how many balloons are tied
onto the porch! Our address is:

535 Brook Rd. Towson.

(Just off Hillen at

Stevenson)

Thanks for celebrating with us!
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