Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom. Simply click here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. **

The Service of Worship

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Baltimore, Maryland
Christ the King Sunday and Thanksgiving Sunday

The Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost – Year A

The Thirty-sixth Sunday of Physical Distancing due to COVID-19

November 22, 2020
10:30 a.m.
Some portions of Zoom church may be recorded to share brief clips on our webpage.
All personal information or prayer concerns will not be a part of recorded information.

Prelude

Nancy Chronister, Pianist

How Great Thou Art with God of Wonders

Meditation for Worship

arr. Tornquist

Come in bringing all of who you are.
Calm your hurried pace.
For this hour let the cares,
the fretfulness and worry,
be set aside.
Know that you are not alone.
There is strength and caring support
among this community of faith.
Celebrate the richness
and diversity of life
in the presentness of God.
Welcome
Lessons from the Psalms
A Litany for Worship

The Rev. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor

Psalm 100

Liturgist

~ congregation reads bold print ~

Looking for the king. Christ lives in the prisoner.

Whenever we see the captive and the lost, we see Christ.
Serving in the palace. Christ lives in the homeless.

Whenever we touch the last and the least, we touch Christ.
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Listening for the powerful. Christ lives in the vulnerable.

Whenever to hear the frail and the lonely, we hear Christ.

by Katherine Hawker in OUTSIDE THE BOX

Hymn for Worship NCH #257
Alleluia! Gracious Jesus!
“Where Have you Found Joy or Gratitude this Week?”

(see insert)
Congregation

Please keep your responses brief so others may share.

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns

Remember these known joys and concerns:

- All those living in this time of pandemic – healthcare workers, emergency responders,
custodial helpers, grocers, food suppliers, scientists – especially local restaurants, nursing
homes, hospitals, those struggling with physical distancing and mask wearing.
- Tracee and her son, friends of the Noppenbergers after a house fire.
- The Rev. Bev Lewis fighting COVID-19
- Former pastor, The Rev. Terri Fitzgerald – living with severe hip and back pain.
- The Ezell Dufauchard Family
- Nellie Dufauchard, Len’s mother, living with dementia.
- Alex Vishio’s father – recurring cancer
- Inbal Neun – living with breast cancer
- Barbara Joellenbeck living with cancer
- Stef and Colleen’s friend, Val, in rehabilitation center after having legs amputated.
- Stef’s brother, Dave, living with Alzheimer’s

Pastoral Prayer
The Scripture Lesson
The Lesson in Music
The Homily
Hymn for Community
Benediction

Rev. Sisson

Deuteronomy 8:7-18, Matthew 25:31-46
Liturgist
When Long Before Time (The Singer and The Song)
Changing the World One Goat at a Time
Rev. Sisson
NCH#436
God of Grace and God of Glory. (see insert)
Pastor

Please remember that during this time of physical distancing our mission continues,
expenses continue, and staff continues to work. If you would consider making an offering
through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church address, you can find all of that
information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org

+ + + + +

Would you like to make your own advent wreath?
Join us at 7p.m. tomorrow night for a Zoom Craft Night:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84794814082?pwd=ekgzNURhR3Jjb21VYXV6SlBqTmdiUT09

Here is the supply list you’ll need to have:
1. Candles for each of 4 Sundays plus one Christ Candle. (3 purple, 1 pink, 1 white)
2. Containers for the candles. I am using 3" terra cotta pots but you could use bottles,
cans, bowls, or anything else that will hold the candles.
3. You may want an extra candle to use to drip wax into the bottom of your container
to get it set to stand up.
4. Greenery from your yard to go around the holders. Or, you can go with fake
greenery.
5. Paint, markers, ribbon, or anything else you want to make your holders festive.
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love are the Sundays, so if you want to have each holder labled,
you can work on that ahead of time.
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If you want to speak with the pastor during social isolation time, her phone number is:
410-832-3974. Or, you can email her at: fssuccpastor@gmail.com Kelly is glad to set
up a facetime or zoom appointment with you.
If you would like to receive the worship materials, hymns, etc. for Sunday, please place
your email in the chat column of Zoom at the end of the service, or email the pastor at
fssuccpastor@gmail.com
Have you considered joining the membership of First and St. Stephen’s? If you are
interested in learning about membership at First and St. Stephen’s United Church of
Christ, please let the pastor know of your interest. She will contact you. We are still
receiving new members during our time of physical isolation.

Please help Tracee!! Tracee is a friend of the Noppenbergers, and works
with Luke in his school. She and her son had a terrible house fire and lost
everything. Here are two ways we can help:

1. There is a GoFundMe page where you can directly contribute:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-recover-from-a-devastatingelectricalfire?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_
cf+share-flow-1
2. We will be collecting clothes and shoes (new or gently used) for them.
Tracee is a woman’s size small. Her son is a boy’s 10/12. Her shoe
size is 7.5. His is a big kid size 3.
There will be two porch drop off sites:
The Noppenbergers 327 E 30th St, Baltimore, MD 21218
The Sisson-Hensons 535 Brook Rd. Towson, MD. 21286
We will have a large box on the front porch, and you can place items
any time this week in one of the boxes that is convenient to you.
Epiphany Sunday – January 3rd – we will make our financial promises for the upcoming
year. Be praying about what you can do to support the ministries of First and St.
Stephen’s UCC.
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