Deacons’ Corner
Thanks go to Barbara, Sam, Grace Smith, and
Jim Fox for their work in producing the newsletter. The work of each of you is appreciated
and continues to be enjoyed.
The last deacons’ meeting was held April 30,
2020, via a conference call set up by A.J. The
current deacon board (Scott Belew, Jim Fox,
Douglas Hill, A.J. Smith, and Lloyd Willis) and
Sam participated. The meeting was opened in
prayer by Douglas and closed in prayer by
Sam.
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Brief reports were given on contacts made by
the deacons or pastor with the church family
by phone, card, letter, or email during the past
two weeks. The exterior of the parsonage
needs painting and we hope to get a bid on
that soon. For the month of April, church income did exceed expenses. Members of the
church family are thanked for their continuing
support of Mountain Plain during these
difficult times.

From the Headlines
Maryland Police Remind Residents
to Wear Pants to Mailbox: “This is
your final warning” — USA Today, April 15

This Sunday’s Approved Hymns:

The deacons plan to meet again on May 14,
2020, by conference call. If you have concerns
that you feel the deacons should discuss,
please contact one of us. — Lloyd Willis
Computer Needed
If you have an old computer lying around
unused and would be willing to donate it,
there is a need for one in the church family.
Contact the church office at (434) 823-4160.

• I Come to the Garden Alone
• Wash, O God, our Sons and Daughters
• Jesus Walked the Lonesome Valley
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I lift up my eyes to the hills —
where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of Heaven and Earth.

While Sunday services are paused, we
hope this bi-monthly newsletter will be
a reminder that you are missed and
loved, and that we will get through this
together as we trust in God.

Proverbs 27:14-20
If a man loudly blesses his
neighbor early in the morning, it
will be taken as a curse.
A quarrelsome wife is like a
constant dripping on a rainy day;
restraining her is like restraining
the wind or grasping oil with the
hand.
As iron sharpens iron, so one man
sharpens another.
He who tends a fig tree will eat its
fruit, and he who looks after his
master will be honored.
As water reflects a face, so a man’s
heart reflects the man.
Death and destruction are never
satisfied, and neither are the eyes of
man.

Quarantine Cuisine

recipes from the back of the pantry

Crockpot Taco Chili
by Chef Terri Belew
•
•
•
•
•

1 lb. ground beef, turkey, or chicken,
cooked
1 can corn (fiesta corn is really good!)
1 large can tomatoes
2 cans of kidney and/or black beans
1 package taco seasoning

Add all ingredients to crockpot and stir. Cook
on low for 4-6 hours, stirring occasionally.
We put it over a garden salad to have “taco
salad” Serve with tortilla chips .

Pastor’s Message
We prize the spectacular: an amazing sports play, a
brilliant sunset, even a stellar meal — we enjoy being
wowed. The trouble is that the law of diminishing returns
soon applies, and what once seemed phenomenal
becomes mundane after a few repetitions, leaving us
craving the next Big Thing.
I’ve been watching a weekly singing competition on TV
lately (proof of how desperate this lockdown crisis has
become), and at first I was in awe of the talent the
contestants possessed. But after listening to a dozen or
so singers showing off their pipes, interrupted only by
commercial breaks, their voices became monotonous and
my standards for being impressed grew almost impossibly
high. It’s astonishing how quickly “Wow!” becomes
“meh.”
The same is true with the blessings we receive from God.
Nothing is more exhilarating than having a prayer
answered — especially one of the big ones that we really,
really wanted. Those times fill us with gratitude and joy
and a special feeling of closeness to God. The danger is
that we become accustomed to such blessings, and then
anything less than a stupendous marvel leaves us in a
spiritual rut (or What Have You Done for Me Lately?
Syndrome). Nothing is more spectacular than God, but
our faith has gone astray when it becomes dependent on
experiencing the next new high.
Truly God blesses us constantly in both familiar and in
unexpected ways. We may crave the latter, but Christian
maturity is growing in satisfaction with the former.
In 2 Corinthians 12:9 Paul, quite understandably, wanted
to continue enjoying the most remarkable unexpected
blessing: he got to visit Heaven for a short while! But
God, in His wisdom, didn’t want Paul to dwell on that
experience. Rather, He taught Paul to be satisfied by —
and even rejoice in — the familiar blessings he received
all the time. He learned that God’s grace alone was a
sufficiently exhilarating gift for a lifetime.
During these days when we are all perhaps praying for an
extra miracle or two, may we rejoice in the constant,
familiar blessings of God and find that His grace is more
than sufficient for us as well.

WHO’S ZOOMIN’ WHO?

Mountain Plain Sunday School is held
every Sunday at 10:00am live on Zoom.
To participate, go to the church website
(mountainplain.org) and click on the
“Zoom” tab. Then go to the bottom of the
page and click on the date.

Weekday Bible study videos are
posted on the Mountain Plain
Facebook page.
Weekly audio sermons are posted on
the church website.
Vietnamese Pastor Tuy and his wife Vi, who
visited Mountain Plain last year with their
daughter Narea, have welcomed a baby boy,
John.

Birthdays:
5/4 A.J. Smith
5/5 Eleanor Rider
5/5 Petey Huff
Anniversaries:
5/11 Yogie & Patricia Huff

The church is providing self-addressed,
stamped envelopes for your convenience
should you choose to continue
supporting Mountain Plain during these
difficult times. Thank you for keeping
the ministries of your church strong.

