Weekday Bible study videos are
posted on the Mountain Plain
Facebook page.
Weekly audio sermons are posted on
the church website.
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Deacon’s Corner
The deacons continue to meet (by teleconference) and are working on a plan to resume
Sunday services with precautionary measures in
place. We are all eager to worship and fellowship together, and will again as soon as it is wise
to do so. As these plans continue to develop,
everyone’s input is valued and encouraged.

Favorite Memes
Due to the quarantine, we will
now only be telling inside jokes.
If you want to impress me with
your car it better be a food truck.
It’s okay to fall apart sometimes.
Tacos fall apart and we still love
them.
My dog is looking at me like, “See?
This is why I chew the furniture.”

A young Billy Graham was leading a Youth For
Christ rally on May 12th, 1945 in Chicago. After
the rally had concluded someone asked what
resulted from it in the form of decisions for
Christ. Graham said with some disappointment
that there was only one. When asked for the
name Billy said it was a "Warren Weirsbe."
Warren Weirsbe would go on to be one of the
great Bible teachers of the 20th Century.

Help is Available
Several people in the church have
volunteered to help with picking up
items from the pharmacy and grocery,
and transportation to the doctor’s
office. Let the church office know if you

I lift up my eyes to the hills —
where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of Heaven and Earth.

While Sunday services are paused, we hope
this bi-monthly newsletter will be a reminder
that you are missed and loved, and that we will
get through this together as we trust in God.
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Mountain Plain Sunday School is held
every Sunday at 10:00am live on Zoom.
Go to the church website for information.

Proverbs 28:1-7

Pastor’s Message

The wicked man flees though no one
pursues, but the righteous are as bold
as a lion.
When a country is rebellious, it has
many rules, but a man of
understanding and knowledge
maintains order.
A ruler who oppresses the poor is like
a driving rain that leaves no crops.
Those who forsake the law praise the
wicked, but those who keep the law
resist them.
Evil men do not understand justice,
but those who seek the Lord
understand it fully.
Better a poor man whose walk is
blameless than a rich man whose
ways are perverse.
He who keeps the law is a discerning
son, but a companion of gluttons
disgraces his father.

It’s been pointed out that biblical Greek has several
words for love, each one with a different nuanced
meaning and appropriate in some situations and
not in others. Love in English, meanwhile, is far
more flexible, capturing our affection for an
especially good sandwich, a TV show, and a family
member with the very same word.
We’ve had a houseguest from Vietnam lately, Bia,
who’s been studying the Bible for the first time
with us. I was curious how love was expressed in
her native language, and she explained that there
are two words for it: yeu (pronounced like the
English “you”) and thuong (unpronounceable by
English speakers it would seem). There are strict
rules about which word you choose for the
circumstance.
Yeu is the lower form of the word, used for a close
friend, a romantic partner, or a spouse. Objects
and things never rise to the level of love in
Vietnamese—they can only be liked. Presumably
the McDonald’s slogan in Vietnam is “I’m Likin’ It!”
Thuong is the higher word for love, reserved
almost exclusively for family members, and even
then only in particularly weighty circumstances. So
special is the word thuong that even madly-in-love
couples on their 50th anniversary might have never
used it for each other. “Honey, even after all these
years I’m still really into yeu.”
The difference between the two words comes
down to choice. If there is even the remotest
possibility one’s affections could change, then yeu
is the best love possible. The idea is that if you
have chosen to love a spouse or a friend, then you
can un-choose to. That’s just yeu.
Thuong, on the other hand, is an unconditional
love based on an unchangeable position. You
cannot un-choose to be a child, parent, brother or

Quarantine Cuisine
recipes from the back of the pantry

Barb’s Cauliflower with Cheese Sauce
(Guaranteed to turn first dates into marriage proposals)
•

1 head cauliflower, steamed

•

2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded

•

1 cup milk

•

3 Tablespoons butter

•

3 tablespoons flour

Melt butter in small pot and add flour, stirring until
lightly golden-brown. Add milk and bring to boil,
stirring almost constantly. Remove from heat and add
cheese. Serve with confidence.

sister. Those relationships are permanent no
matter what, so the love you have for those
people is thuong.
I asked Bia to look up verses in the Vietnamese
Bible that spoke of love. We found that the love
humans have for each other and for God is yeu.
Given our fickleness that’s not too surprising.
But what about God’s love for us? I guessed at
the answer while Bia looked up John 3:16, and
we were both surprised by what it said. In the
Vietnamese Bible God’s love for us is rendered
“yeu-thuong.” That is, it’s both types! It’s a
permanent position by virtue of family
relationship, but it’s also a choice — a choice that
will never change.
We can rest and rejoice in the fact that, unlike
our own choices, God’s affections don’t change.
But it’s staggering to consider that God chose to
sacrifice a higher love, His Son Jesus, for a lesser
love, us. And in doing so He created a new kind of
love: a permanent choice.

Birthdays:
6/7 Doris Davis
6/10 Lloyd Willis
6/13 Shirley McDaniel

Anniversaries:
6/3 Ronny & JoAnne Byram
The church is providing self-addressed,
stamped envelopes for your convenience
should you choose to continue
supporting Mountain Plain during these
difficult times. Thank you for keeping
the ministries of your church strong.

