
CLERGY 
 

Rev. Vincent L. Parsons, J.C.L., Pastor 
pastor@howardcountycatholics.com  
Rev. Mr. Neil Baquet, Deacon  
deacon@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday-Friday 8:00AM - 4:00PM  
Phone (308)754-4002 

 

 

STAFF 
Judi Baker, SPP Office Manager & Co-DRE 
office@howardcountycatholics.com 
Becky Knox, Co-Director of Religious Education 
dre@howardcountycatholics.com 
Chad Bauder, Activity & Media Director 

media@howardcountycatholics.com 
Kathy Gorecki, SA & SJ Office Manager 
Phone (308)336-3351 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
media@howardcountycatholics.com 
 

Facebook: 
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church  
St. Joseph Catholic Church  
St. Anthony Catholic Church of Padua/Farwell 

My Parish App:                                                 
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church 

                                  

               Prayer Chain 
 

St. Paul - Dianne Rice: 308-571-0039 
        St. Paul - Ann Rief: 308-380-0619 
Farwell-Michelle Woitalewicz:308-336-3241 
Farwell - Thereasa Nealon: 308-336-3349 
        Elba - Betty Poss: 308-750-0512       
 

“Pray without ceasing”  1 Thessalonian 5:17 

 

Howard County Catholics 

                           www.howardcountycatholics.com 
 

   Sts. Peter & Paul          St. Anthony   St. Joseph 

 

 

1803 Highway 11 

Elba, NE 68835  

Mass 3rd Saturday of 

each Month  6:30pm 

103 Kearns Ave 

Farwell, NE 68838 

Mass 1st Saturday of 

each Month 7:00pm 

713 Elm Street  

St. Paul, NE 68873 

Saturday mass 5:00pm 

Sunday mass 8:00am & 10:00am 



 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 29, 2023 

 

Note from our Pastor 
 

Imagine a large group of travelers, lost in the midst of a dense 

forest on a starless black night. They cannot see the path; they 

cannot even see each other. Little by little they wander in    

different directions, trying desperately to find their way forward 

through the immense trees, all the while spreading further and 

further apart. Suddenly a bright white lantern shines from the 

edge of the forest. Their fear flees with the darkness. As they 

head toward the light they rejoin one another and rejoice to   

discover the one way out of the forest. 

The imagery of light in the darkness threads its way through the 

Sundays of Ordinary Time between Christmas and Lent. It        

reminds us that the Light of the World, whose dawning we      

celebrated during the Advent/Christmas season, is the same light 

of Christ whose flame will purify and enlighten us during Lent and 

enkindle the fire of the Holy Spirit in us during the fifty days of 

Easter.  

This week our first reading likens the salvation of the “District of 

the Gentiles” to light dispelling darkness, anguish, and gloom. 

Matthew’s Gospel characterizes Jesus as a light arising in “Galilee 

of the Gentiles,” beckoning the fishermen to join together in   

following him along the way. Paul exhorts us to remain united on 

the one way that follows the light of our one and only Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  

I think the challenge for every Catholic Christian is to always  

evaluate where we are and where we are going. There are so 

many things that can distract us along the way. Let us pray this 

week that God will light the way for us throughout our days to 

keep us on the path to HIS kingdom.  

 
EUCHRISTIC REVIVAL 
Sin is an offense against God, a failure to love God and our neighbor 
that wounds our nature and injures human solidarity. The capabili-
ties, talents, and gifts we have received from God are meant to be 
used for good-not the false and illusory good that we in our self-
centered desire create for ourselves, but the true good that glorifies 
the Father of goodness and is directed for the good of others and, in 
the end, is also good for us. When we misuse the gifts of creation, 
when we selfishly focus on ourselves, we choose the path of vice 
rather than the way of virtue. This self-centeredness is an inher-
itance of the Fall of our first parents. Without the grace of Christ 
received at Baptism, strengthened in Confirmation, and nourished 
by the Eucharist, this selfishness dominates us. (USCCB The Mystery 
of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church #11)  eucharisticrevival.org 

Diocesan Eucharistic Congress, June 10, 2023, North Platte, NE. 
Mark your calendar and make plans to take part in this one-of-a
-kind event. gidiocese.org/eucharistic-revival  

 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE JAN./FEB. 30th - 3rd  

 

 

Monday 1/30 No Daily Mass 

 

Tuesday 1/31 8:30 am Mass (SPP)  

   For Seminarians 
 
 

Wednesday 2/1 8:30 am Mass (SPP) 

   t Mary Ann Nevrivy 
   By Family 
    

Thursday 2/2 8:30 am Daily Mass (SPP) 

   t Darlene Christensen 
   By Pat Bogus 

Friday  2/3 8:30 Daily Mass (Matelyn) 

   t Francis Mrkvicka  
   By Family 

Saturday 2/4 5:00 pm Mass (SPP)  
   t LaFern Mudloff 
   By Mike & Sally Ponte 

   7:00 pm Mass (SA)  

   t  Rae Lee  
   By Phil & Tracey Lukasiewicz  

Sunday 2/5 8:00 am Mass (SPP) 
   People of Parishes  

   10:00 am Mass (SPP) 

   t Russell Sack 
   By Bill Sack Family 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FEBRUARY 4th & 5th  
  

SACRISTANS              
Saturday - 5pm: Michael Happ / Julie Baquet   
Sunday - 8am: Ken Vincik   
Sunday - 10am: Russ Kosmicki / Deacon Neil Baquet 
 

GREETERS 
Sat - 5pm: Chris Dethlefs / Curt & Megan Dubas 
Sun - 8am: Ken & DeAnna Hirschman Family/ Carol Vincik 
Sun - 10am: 7th Grade Students 
 

LECTOR  
Sat - 5pm: Kevin Sestak 
Sun - 8am: Zack Hirschman   
Sun - 10am: 7th Grade Students/ Ann Rief 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat - 5pm: Chris Dethlefs / Megan Dubas 
Sun - 8am: Kelsey Scheer/ Tim & Amy Scheer/ Annie Kowalski 
Sun - 10am: Chris Townsend/Marlene & Rick Kosmicki/ Kerry       
                                                                                        Townsend 
                                                                 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat -5pm: Claire Dubas & Volunteer 
Sun - 8am: Volunteers 
Sun - 10am: Lauryn Brandt / Blake Reilly 



 

 
CLASS TIMES: 

Preschool to 4th Grade ~ Sundays, 9:00 -10:00 am 
5th to 11th Grade ~ Wednesdays, at 7:00 - 8:00 pm 

Classes at the Parish Life Center Classrooms (Grade is on Door) 
 

Watch the bulletin WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE  
for when it’s your grade’s turn to help at 10am Mass! 

DREs~ Becky Knox at 308-571-0430 & Judi Baker at 308-750-8418 

ATTENTION high school Sophomores, Juniors, & Seniors! 

Higher Ground registration opens February 1, 2023.  This 

retreat is an incredible opportunity to grow stronger in your 
relationship with Christ, while getting to know your peers 

from around the diocese.  By the end of the retreat, you will 
have a greater love for God & a new community of Faith.  

Register by Feb. 15, and Save $225.  
Register today at highergroundretreats.org  

      One Rose, One Life 
 

           The “ONE ROSE - ONE LIFE” campaign generates prayers    
   and funds necessary to protect the sanctity of all human life.    
  It is an annual campaign coordinated by Knights of Columbus      

    Council of St. Paul #1918 & Nebraska State Knights of          

    Columbus Culture of Life Foundation and serves to combat    
    what St. John Paul II referred to as the “culture of death”.  If    
    you do not a have a check ready for today’s collection, there   
    are envelopes in the pews to take home and put in the  
    collection basket next week.   
 

Please continue to pray for the end to abortion and a respect for all life. 

 

CCW Spring Basket Bonanza  
Please assemble a Spring Basket and bring it to the  

Parish Life Center Conference/Sewing Room by February 26.   
Drawing for winners will be on Easter Sunday!  

(Please be sure baskets are marked  
with contents, value, & donor names.) Thank you! 

CCW  News It is time to pay $10 CCW 2023 annual dues.  

All females of Parish over 18 are members of CCW.   
Envelopes available by the SPP Chapel. 

 
 

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church of Farwell 
Sweetheart Supper February 11, 2023 

 

Hors D’oeuvres & Wine Slushies 5:30pm, Supper 6:30pm 
Seasoned Roast Beef Cut & St. Anthony’s Signature Chicken, 

Potatoes, Green Bean Casserole, Roll, Dessert, & Wine 
Entertainment & Door Prizes to Follow!   

Limited reserved tickets $30/person 
 

Contact: Thereasa Nealon 336-3349 or Kathy Gorecki 336-3351 

 

NEBRASKA WEEKEND 

FEBRUARY 10-12 
 

Do you want to rediscover your marriage?  

Many couples struggle in their marriage and are not 

wanting to give up on each other.  There is hope. 

Retrouvaille is designed to help struggling marriages regain 

their health. It helps a husband and a wife rediscover or        

re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally 

brought them together. Retrouvaille provides you the tools for 

healthy communication, helps build intimacy and healing.  For 

more information about our upcoming February 10-12, 2023 

Retrouvaille Weekend go to HelpOurMarriage.com 

     A word of Thanks to all the Parishioners for your kind 

words, gifts, and Mass offerings.  I am truly grateful for 

your generosity and thoughtfulness. 

Tri-Parish 

Liturgical Ministries Sign Up! 
Please help fill in FEBRUARY & MARCH sign up sheets! 

  

"Be patient. Bring an attitude of prayer and thanksgiving to 
Mass, and you will reap great spiritual riches: consolation, 

confidence, peace, deep happiness, and spiritual strength for 
the challenges of life."   catholiceducation.org 8 Reasons to go to Mass 

 

In celebration of World Marriage Day, Bishop Joseph Hanefeldt 
will be presiding at an Anniversary Mass on Saturday, February  
11, 2023, 5pm at St. Mary’s Cathedral.  All married couples in 
the Diocese of Grand Island whose anniversary is divisible by 5 
in years 2022-23 will be honored.  Please RSVP 308-384-2523 
by Feb. 8.  A free will offering lasagna dinner will follow. 

 



 
 

  

 
 

 

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Preschool 
 

Has openings for 3,4, & 5 year olds 
Open House is Monday, January 30 
From 5:00 – 7:00 PM Grand Island  

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

Parishioners:  Todd, Cindy, Riley & Katlynn Peters 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Jan/Feb Monday  30 Tuesday  31 Wednesday  1 

30TH - 5TH NO Daily Mass  
 

 

Busy Time 
Women’s Holy 
Hour 7pm SPP 

Daily Mass 8:30am (SPP) 
 

 

 

Daily Mass 8:30am (SPP) 
 

Religious Ed. TEAM Meeting 

6:15pm PLC 
 

Religious Ed. Classes ~ 

Grades 5th to 11th 7-8pm PLC 

Thursday 2 Friday 3 Saturday 4 Sunday 5 

Daily Mass 
8:30am (SPP) 
 
 
 

 

Daily Mass 
9:00am 
(Matelyn) 
 

Adoration SPP 
10:15am-5:15pm 

 

Reconciliation 4:30pm (SPP) 
Mass 5:00 pm (SPP) 
 

One Rose, One Life 
Collection this weekend by 

Knights of Columbus 
 

Mass 7:00pm (SA) 

Mass 8:00am & 10:00am (SPP) 
 

7th Grade helping with 10am Mass 
 
 

Religious Ed. Classes ~ 

Preschool - 4th Grade 9-10am PLC 
 

LORD’S  

PORTION 

Sts. Peter and Paul 

General Fund - $2,603.05 

Parish Center - $40.00 

Latin America - $45.00 

December Online: 

GF - $ 12,641 PC - $ 3,690 

St. Anthony 

General Fund  - $300.00 

St. Joseph 

General Fund - $390.00             

Please submit  BULLETIN items 
via e-mail or call the church office by 

Noon on Wednesday 
 

office@howardcountycatholics.com 

 
 

  

 
 

 

2022-23 DIOCESAN APPEAL SPP SA SJ 

Parish Goal  $28,245 $3,362 $1,568 

Total Raised  $16,875 $2,090 $252 

Donor Goal  90 14 8 

# of Donors  66 9 3 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

  

 
 

  


