
UPCOMING EVENTS   

             - June 3rd - 7th - 

CIY Conference 

 Board Meeting -  June 

12th 

             - June 14th, 21st 

and 28th 

 Father’s Day - June 17th 

             - to James      

Mission 

 A Marriage Dinner Event 

- June 22nd 
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My thoughts for this 

article come right 

after spending two 

days away with 

Robin celebrating 

our anniversary.    

Thirty-six years ago 

on May 21, 1982, Robin and I 

said, “I do” to each other.  We 

were  married by Dave Bycroft 

at the Tyro Christian Church.  

We invited the whole church 

and I believe most of them 

came cause the auditorium was 

full.   

I don’t remember what was said 

by Dave or actually any of the 

details.  One thing I do            

remember very clearly - when 

Dave introduced us as Mr. and 

Mrs. Van Longbons, the whole 

place erupted in applause.  

That was a first!  I think our     

family, friends and church family 

were genuinely excited for    

Robin and I.   

Marriage is a journey.  Nothing 

about it is quick.  It’s learning, 

growing, making concessions,  

listening, caring, forgiving and 

having fun.  It’s a determination 

by both individuals to weather 

the storms.   

Storms always subside.  To have 

a fair weather mindset will     

definitely leave you frustrated 

and disappointed.  Indeed, you 

will have lots of bright, shining 

days and seasons.  But life isn’t 

always like that.   

I am grateful that Robin has 

stood by my side and not given 

up.  It’s been obvious to both of 

us that we had and still have a 

lot of rough edges.  Robin and I 

are better people because of 

each other.   

Here’s what I know without even 

asking Robin.  We are going to 

live and love each other this 

next year and keep Jesus the 

focal point of our lives!! 



 

 
 
The student ministry at HCC is 
called           . 
 
Several students sat down with 
Shawna, Brittney and myself over 
spring break and we came up with 
our mission statement for the     
summer and the rest of the year. 
 

  Jesus first 

  Others second 

  Yourself last 
 
Though that’s not new, it is their idea.   
 
So we are going to make a conscious  
effort to put Jesus above all!!  He de-
serve it.  He is worthy.  This ministry 
only matters as we lift up the name 
of Jesus. 
 
Secondly, the students are going to 
serve others - a lot!  And to the best 
of their ability.  It’s going to mean 
changing some mindsets and commit-
ting to   helping others. 
Serving opportunities: 
 
Thursday, May 31st - VOM-doing  
    volunteer work all day. 
Monday, June 18th - working all day  
    at James Mission here in Nowata 
Thursday, June 21st - Night Light  
    Tulsa 
Friday, June 22nd - helping with the     
    Marriage Event 
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If you would like to receive your Challenger through email   

instead of through the Post Office, please contact Laurinda  

at 918-273-1278. 
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Thank you 
To the Hillside Church Family, 
We would like to express our thanks for 
support during the fight for funding.  By 
opening your building and your hearts, 
you were such a blessing to our students 
in their time of need.  We really               
appreciate your efforts! 
Thank you again! 
     Nowata Classroom   
     Teachers Association 

Who Needs Sunday School? 
1. LITTLE BITTY KIDS - Have you noticed that the little ones are already de-

veloping their vocabularies, sense of humor and sensitivity to the  feelings of 

others?  They are very impressionable at this stage. 

2. KIDS - Kids can learn basic Christian values, a spirit of cooperation, and a 

feeling of acceptance.  Train a child....Proverbs 22:6, see Eph. 6:1-2; Mk. 

10:14. 

3. TEENS - Teens are at the most vulnerable stage of their lives.  They have 

an overwhelming need for acceptance.  This is a time when they face almost 

constant temptations to make harmful decisions.  They need guidance and 

comfort from God’s Word.  See II Tim. 2:22,23.  Flee youthful lusts... 

4. YOUNG ADULTS - Now is the time of desires for WORLDLY success, self-

interests and peer pressure (as if their teen years didn’t already have too 

much pressure).  Young parents must be careful to follow guidelines, for ex-

ample - Eph. 6:4. 

5. MIDDLE AGED SINGLES - Time is fleeting.  You may be beginning to 

wonder if you can find the perfect mate.  (If I “settle’, can I be happy?  If I 

stay single, will I be happy?) 

6. MIDDLE AGED COUPLES - You probably wonder, “What is the rest of my 

life going to be like?”  You may be changing your priorities and     possibly 

your values.  You feel pressure to impress your peers. 

7. SENIORS - Death has probably claimed many of your relatives and   other 

loved ones.  You may be lonely, physically limited, suffering from declining 

health and feeling unappreciated.  You need to find common bonds with 

others who can relate to your situation. 

8. WHO NEEDS SUNDAY SCHOOL?  ALL OF US!  EVERYONE!  Sunday 

school is the perfect small group setting for Christian fellowship plus grow-

ing our faith and maturity in God’s Word. 

Submitted by Charlie Hawkins, Assistant Sunday School Superintendent  

Chas Rice joins the Hillside 
staff as a student intern this 
summer.  Chas graduated 
from Nowata High School on 
May 18th and lives with    
Colby and Desi Barnes and 
sister Mo.   
Chas feels the call of God 

upon his life.  So as he continues on with 
his education beyond high School this   
summer’s internship will provide insight  
into his decisions.   
Please take time to have Chas over to your 
house for meal and conversation!  And of 
course, keep him in your prayers! 


