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FRIENDS OF THE JAMES FARM
ANNUAL REUNION
Saturday 11 August 2018
There was a good turnout this year for our
Annual Reunion, held at the Jesse James
Birthplace. Here are a few photos to whet
your appetite!

MORE
DETAILS

INSIDE!
This Issue
A Car Club visited the
Jesse James Birthplace
on 7 September and
caused quite a buzz in
the car park!
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Author and historian, Marley Brant,
took part in an online Jesse James
related Q&A session in September
as part of the campaign to resurrect
the cancelled NBC show, Timeless.
You may remember that during the
first season the time travelling trio
were forced to follow their enemy
back to 1882 in an episode titled,
The Murder of Jesse James. You’ll
find a link to the session on the
Friends of Jesse James Birthplace
Facebook page.
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This year’s reunion started with a tree and
plaque dedication to Harold Dellinger. Due to
our drought the tree planting was put off until
the third week of October. The drought was
broken by over twelve inches of rain in the two
weeks prior to 18 October.
Next, Michelle Pollard made a presentation
about the many wounds of Jesse James. One of BY BRYAN IVLOW
her pictures of Jesse's chest after his death had
never been seen by many of us. Her presentation was really interesting.
After that Scott Cole gave a tour of the James farm house. With his
family history he was able to tell us many details we had never heard
before.
Next was the business meeting. We re-elected Bryan Ivlow as
president, Vivie Tison as secretary/treasurer, Scott Cole as vice
president, Kevin Makel as computer master and Pam Banner as
historian. We discussed Harold Dellinger's books, where his library
would be and the bookcases required to hold his many donated books.
We have still not found a good printer for Marty McGrane’s guidebook.
Liz Johnson has successfully put our old newsletters on flashdrive and
has enough room to include our future issues. We thank her for that.
We talked about buying cushions for the seats in the museum theater.
Since then we have been unable to find a price within reason.
After the business meeting we were treated to the reminiscences of
Frank James (Greg Higginbotham) and Cole Younger (Dave Bears). Our
meal was provided by The Mud Hole barbecue and our dinner music
was provided by Catherine Boehm and her saxophone. Best of all we
were happy that Betty Barr was there.
Since the reunion we have held the last shoot of the year - the most
successful fundraising shoot in years. After the shoot we held a board
meeting in which we were happy to have Laura Ganschow, Harold
Dellinger’s daughter, take his seat on our board of directors. She did a
great job of helping with the shoot.
Our treasury is in good shape with over four thousand dollars in our
checking account as well as over ten thousand dollars in our cd's. Until
next time - Bryan Ivlow
Clay County Historic Sites recently announced that the
Jesse James Birthplace and Museum is the recipient of
a Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage Area
Interpretive Grant in the amount of $5000 for the
project of updating the Jesse James Birthplace website.
This grant funding will enhance the visitor
experience to the Jesse James Birthplace and Museum.
Visitors will be able to view the website and plan their
visit.
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You can hear the train coming long before you see it. The steady, pulsating noise of the
locomotive’s powerful diesel engines grow louder and louder as it bears down on the
crossing. Peace-loving doves looking for spilled grain along the tracks frantically burst into
flight as the Union Pacific coal train screams across the two lane road in the tiny town of
Blue River, Missouri.
Within minutes the caboose clears the crossing to reveal a view that probably hasn’t
changed much in a hundred and forty years. A magnificent two story building dripping with
BY DALE
nostalgic epitomes stands out from the other twelve buildings that make up this little rural
CASTLE
community nestled in a beautiful valley surrounded by lush pastures on one side and a
river on the other.
Situated just a scant fifty feet from the tracks, it was originally built as a hotel by the railroad in 1862 for
their workers and passengers who needed a place to rest. It also provided them protection from the
continuous skirmishes between Missouri and Kansas factions during the Civil War.
The infamous Jesse James, his brother Frank and Cole Younger were heavily involved in these conflicts.
The Younger family owned a great deal of the land around Little Blue and local historians believe their family
built most of the town. Frank and Cole were known to have stayed at the hotel many times in the 1800s.
“They preferred the bedroom at the front of the hotel on the second floor,” current owner Joan Mericle
explained. “It was the biggest of the five bedrooms and most importantly, had a good view of the road and
tracks with plenty of windows so they could see any one coming.”
A photo in the Jesse James museum shows Cole sitting on the hotel’s huge porch and he talks about
getting off the train with Frank at Little Blue and staying at the hotel in his book.
Joan lived on the northeast side of Kansas City for over twenty years and graduated from Northeast High
school in 1947. The family used to own Lynn’s grocery store at 5910 St. John. The area has many old mansions
and huge homes which she always admired and loved so it only seemed natural for her and her husband Ross
to buy the former hotel in 1995.
Numerous changes had to be made to the lobby, kitchen and huge dining room to convert the hotel into
their private residence. During renovations it was discovered that the walls were made of horse hair plaster
and nailed together with square nails.
The second floor was basically left like it was when originally built fourteen decades ago. With kerosene
lanterns and coal burning stoves located in each bedroom. The threat of fire was a constant problem in the
1800s so the builders installed two sets of stairs for escape routes.

Above left: The old hotel near the tracks.
Above right: Frank and Cole sit talking about the good ol’ days on the front porch!
Photos courtesy of Dale Castle.
James Farm Journal
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On the way up the stairs there are dozens of scuff marks and gouges on the steps that were caused from men
wearing spurs more than a hundred years ago when they trudged up to the bedrooms after a hard day’s
work.
The ancient wood floor creaks slightly as you walk from one tiny bedroom to another. Those same noisy
boards might have very well woke up a sleeping Frank James or Cole Younger in the middle of the night and
saved them from a would be assassin wanting to make a name for himself. It’s easy to let your imagination
take over and picture either man nervously standing next to the front window during the day with gun in
hand, watching the road below after hearing riders on horseback approaching the hotel. Up to four men
shared two beds in each of the five bedrooms, which appear to be about eight by eight feet in size. Everyone
shared a large linen closet in the hallway.
The outside of the house is equally interesting. Beautiful glass insulators that once sat high atop telegraph
poles along the railroad tracks in the 1800s form a nice edging to several flower gardens. Joan loves to work
in the yard and has unearthed fantastic pottery and dozens of old glass bottles buried in various spots and
even had some surface in the river behind the house. She has most of the bottles on her windowsills, so they
rattle against the glass when trains pass by. Rusty, iron rings that once held horses and mules are still visible
in the rock wall on the west side of the property. The horses were kept in a large corral where the backyard
is located today.
A train station with a telegraph office once occupied the area between the hotel and tracks but
succumbed to Father Time long ago. No trace of it exists today but the garage is thought to have been built
from its foundation.
I asked Joan why they chose to buy such an old house. “Well,” she said. “It’s a simple house but very
warm and comfortable. I love history and this place certainly has plenty of it. I often think about the men and
women who stayed here over the years and sometimes wonder what their lives were like.”
Ross likes the old place because it has a lot more personality than a new house. “It’s given service and
blessings to a lot of people for a long time,” he said.
Joan’s mother, Calla, who lived to be a hundred years old, spent the last ten years of her life living with
Ross and Joan in Little Blue. She grew up on a farm in Clay County, Missouri next to the James farm. The
family was dirt poor and had a pretty rough time making it. On her eighth birthday, Calla was playing with
her five siblings on the dirt road in front of the farm when Frank James came riding by in a horse drawn buggy.
“Today is my birthday,” Calla yelled out. Frank wished her a happy birthday and continued to his house.
He returned a few minutes later and presented her with a huge turkey and all the trimmings as a birthday
gift. She found out many years later that they shared the same birthday and he had given her his birthday
meal since her family couldn’t afford one.
It must be a wonderful feeling lying in bed each night hearing a distant train approaching your 152 year
old house and knowing that within minutes ancient glass bottles will begin gently tapping the window panes
to help you drift off to sleep.

On Sunday, 9 September 2018, author Mark
Lee Gardner was at the Jesse James
Birthplace signing copies of his new book,
Shot All To Hell: A Graphic Novel.
This book, featuring artwork by Nate
Olson, is an adaptation of Gardner’s earlier
book of the same name and comes highly
recommended. A review was featured in the
Summer edition of the Journal.
The book is available from the gift shop at
the Jesse James Birthplace and Museum.
Author Mark Lee Gardner with
our President, Bryan Ivlow.
James Farm Journal

Get your guns boys, they’re robbing ’the bank!
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One of Nate Olson’s original
drawings for the book.
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Friends of the James Farm Shoot
15 September 2018

The September Shoot participants on the porch of the old cabin.

The September shoot started out hot and got even
hotter. That morning I lost two and a half pounds
even though I ate two donuts and drank a bottle of
water that Beth Beckett made me drink after taking
a look at me!
Even with the heat, this was the best attended
shoot we have had in years.
I have noticed that lately some people have
BY BRYAN IVLOW
brought items to sell or give away. We encourage
that. It helps add interest. So, thank you.
This shoot there were several hundred .45 colt cases and a nice Stetson
hat. Here is a list of the winners The Cap & Ball winners
of the general shoot:
First place: Caleb Blackwell
Second place: Gary Blackwell
Third place: Scott Walden
The cap & ball winners
Of the special target:
First place: Scott Walden
Second place: Derrick Biermann
Third place: Alan Faris
The anna james
category:
Mary Sargent won first place in
both the general and special target
shoots with a cartridge revolver.
James Farm Journal

The cartridge revolver
winners of the general
shoot:
First place: Terry Barr
Second place: Caleb Blackwell
Third place: Tim Godwin
The cartridge revolver
winners of the special
target:
First place: Terry Barr
Second place: David Triplett
Third place tie: Jason Snow, Dustin
Ratsloff and Dell Warren
Dates for the 2019 shoots will
be announced shortly.
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Many James historians have been drawn to the
mysterious Zee Mimms James. So little is known about Zee
- her life prior to marrying Jesse and her life after he was
killed. Yet, she was the woman he chose to love and
marry. Therefore, she is an enigma. Who was Mrs. Jesse
James? Author Pat Wahler attempts to dig into the
woman behind the notorious outlaw Jesse James in her
book “I Am Mrs. Jesse James.”

BY LIZ
JOHNSON

Written as a novel, the book opens with the funeral of Jesse James.
Wahler explores Zee’s life before she marries Jesse by taking the known
facts about Zee – woefully little – and the culture in Missouri of those
days and weaving a story around her. The book is not about Jesse James
but the dreams of Jesse’s wife and her powerful love for him, family and
children. And it tells the tale of what it was like for a woman to live in the mid- to-late 1800s.
“Putting together the scraps of information I found on her,” Wahler said, “along with what I read on Jesse
and Frank, the formidable Zerelda, and the other James children – I puzzled together the pieces until Zee
became a person to me in her own right, with wants, needs and dreams. The story went from there. I often
think of her and hope she would agree that I was able to capture the essence of the woman she was.”
Though Zee and Jesse were attracted to each other before the war, their love for each other blossomed
when he was sent to the Mimms boarding house to be nursed back to health after he was shot in the lung at
the end of the war. It is during this time that Wahler explores the love and attraction between the two, the
disapproval of Zee’s parents and the forbidden desires that Zee fights inside her own mind.
Meanwhile, Wahler introduces other characters to the mix – interaction between Zee and her sisters, and
other boarders at the Mimms boarding house, including one sleazy boarder who is interested in Zee.
At the conclusion of the novel, Wahler describes how and why she wrote the book, which provides great
insight into the cast of characters, both real and imagined. “I grew up in Missouri, where tourist attractions
linked to Frank and Jesse James were a regular sight,” Wahler said. “Tales about the James boys abounded.
I'm drawn less to gun battles and robberies and more to stories about emotions and relationships –
the why of things.”
It is a well known fact that Jesse courted Zee for many years before marrying her. In most situations during
the 19th century, a woman would not have waited so long for her beau to tie the knot with her, but Zee had
a mind of her own. Zee was a strong woman, but her life with Jesse would prove to be difficult at best. And
one can’t help but sympathize with the characterization Wahler uses to portray Zee’s thoughts and feelings.
What would it have been like to live Zee’s life? “I knew Jesse had a wife and children, yet I couldn't find out
much about Zee at all,” Wahler said. “Why would a quiet young woman marry someone as notorious as Jesse,
against the wishes of her parents? And stay with him to the end?” Indeed, why did Zee stay? I believe that
Wahler’s book explores that very subject well. Why does any woman stay with a man who has secrets such
as Jesse carried? Zee clearly expresses her wishes and desires to Jesse throughout the book that she’s ready
to settle down in one permanent spot. She lives constantly with the fear that Jesse won’t return home with
each mysterious trip he takes for days and weeks on end. With each confrontational moment she has with
Jesse, we see Zee becoming increasingly dissatisfied with him and she begins to see through the smooth
talking spin of his escapades.
As a James historian and follower of Jesse in particular, I personally have often wondered about Zee. How
did she feel every time she saw a newspaper in which her husband and brother in-law were the headline
news? How did she feel having to reside incognito in various towns and states? How did she cope when she’d
finally make a few friends and begin to feel part of a community only to have to pack up her few meager
belongings and disappear to yet another location?
Wahler explores those emotions and Zee’s growing unhappiness with her life and her husband and infuses
the mysterious Zee with emotions and warmth that she has pieced together – real and through her own
literary choices – including the feelings Zee likely had just prior to Jesse’s murder.
Cont. on page 7
James Farm Journal
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By tying together the personality Wahler
created for Zee, and life with a notorious
outlaw, I could almost understand why Jesse
took his gun belt off that fateful morning
when he climbed up on a chair and was shot
dead by Bob Ford. Jesse knew Zee had had
enough of the gypsy lifestyle and that as his
children grew older, it would become more
difficult to maintain the outlaw lifestyle.
The blinding grief that Zee has after Jesse
has been shot is beautifully captured in the
book, enlightening the reader to what her
emotions may have been that day – to cradle
her beloved in her arms as he lay dying – her
dissatisfaction with their lives forgotten in the
split second of that fateful gunshot.
Little is known of Zee’s life after Jesse was
buried and yet Wahler weaves that together
neatly in her book. The woman who was Mrs.
Jesse James lived a life of broken dreams and
promises of a great, fleeting love.

Volume 29 Issue 4

News From The Farm
We are currently in the process of scanning all the
research files in the Milton F. Perry Research
Library. This will allow us to have a digital version as
well as the paper files. It will be a lengthy process, but
one that we began a few months ago.
Restoration work on the cabin will begin soon. This will
include, among other things, new shingles and
foundation work.

Jesse James

Escape Room
The Harold Dellinger Memorial Library is coming along
nicely and is available to the public for research
purposes. It is in addition to the Milton F. Perry Library,
which is also available for research.
A tree has now been planted to accompany Harold’s
memorial plaque at the Jesse James Birthplace, which
was dedicated during our
Summer Reunion.
– Beth Beckett
Recently, some brave Birthplace tour guides
took on the Jesse James Escape Room, a free
event supplied by the Radiant Life Church in
Kearney.

James Farm Journal
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The dedication was led by our
President, Bryan Ivlow, who spoke
of Harold’s abundant contributions
to the history of the area. This was
followed by a few words spoken by
Harold’s daughter, Laura. Due to
the particularly dry weather, the
tree had not been planted but is
now in place.

Michelle Pollard gave a
presentation separating fact
from fiction with regard to the
wounds Jesse is said to have
received during both his Civil
War and outlaw careers. The
presentation included recent
research on the .38 calibre
bullet found in Jesse’s grave in
1978.

Scott Cole took us on a tour of the
James/Samuel home. The tour
included family tales such as the time
the Cole family’s late night family
birthday party in 1875 was
interrupted by the sounds of a train
stopping unexpectedly nearby. This
was followed by the sound of an
explosion coming from the James
Farm. He also shared tales about
what happened to the three other
shoes of old Dan, the horse!
James Farm Journal
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There was plenty of time for socialising.
Our thanks go to Catherine Boehm who
provided music for the afternoon and to
Mudhole BBQ of Liberty for the
delicious food!

Cole and Frank popped in for a chat about
the good ol’ days!

Clockwise: Marty McGrane with Linda Brookshier;
Catherine Boehm; Michelle Pollard with Betty Barr,
great granddaughter of Jesse James; Michelle
Pollard, Chuck Rabas and Cole Younger; Pat
Gradwohl with Harold Dellinger’s daughter, Laura;
the gathering in the theatre; Cole and Frank
reminisce; everyone enjoying the wonderful b-b-q!

See ya’ll again next year!
James Farm Journal
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In October 1978, Milton F. Perry, Superintendent of Historic Sites for Clay County in charge
of the newly acquired James Farm, began the search for Jesse James’ original gravesite so
it could be preserved as part of the Restoration Project for the entire site. As the team dug
down into the Missouri dirt, several items were discovered relating to that original burial
in 1882 and to the 1902 exhumation overseen by Frank James and Jesse James Jnr. Those
items included pieces of the original marble tombstone, pins, pebbles, bones and, of
course, what was left of the 1882 coffin. However, what caught the imagination of the
excavation crew was something much smaller – a smashed bullet.

BY MICHELLE
POLLARD

Back in 1902, stories had encouraged those exhuming Jesse James to believe that the coffin he had been
buried in twenty years earlier was made of steel and that it could be lifted out and reburied without incident.1
Unfortunately, those stories were incorrect and as soon as the coffin was lifted, sections fell away resulting
in Jesse’s skull famously rolling out and onto the ground below.2 In haste and while battling incessant rain a
replacement coffin was found and what remained of Jesse James was transferred to it and reburied, as
planned, at Mount Olivet. The original coffin, such as it was, was thrown back into the now empty grave and
the earth, once again, hid it from view.

The 1978 excavation
Mirroring perfectly how difficult it had been
to locate Jesse in life, finding his original grave
was not as easy as it had sounded. When
investigated, the spot that had been marked
out as his burial place showed no signs of ever
having been a grave and several other
locations had to be systematically examined
before the original gravesite of Jesse James
was finally discovered closer to the house
than expected.3 “Digging carefully,” Perry
wrote later, “we discovered the ruins of the
‘elegant’ casket in which Jesse James had
been buried.” Despite the evident
disappointment from those who hoped
Jesse’s body might still be inside, the
discovery answered several questions about
the $250 casket. “[The coffin] was badly
rusted,” Perry explained. “The sides were
wood, covered with thin metal; the top was
of heavy cast iron and had two glass panels,
each covered with lead panels. The glass in
the panels was one-half inch thick.” An
assumption had been made that the ‘S’ in
Jesse’s No.11 S casket had stood for ‘steel’
but in fact it stood for ‘state’.4
Due to the condition of the coffin, several
items, not just Jesse’s skull, had evidently
fallen into the grave and were left behind in
1902. “Inside, and beneath, were found
wooden decorative spools, straight pins, a
button, human hair and some skeletal
James Farm Journal

Jesse’s original coffin, in situ.
Jesse James Birthplace Collection.
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remains.” The skeletal remains were identified as being a right canine tooth, an atlas vertebra, bones from
the right foot and several pieces of skull. The hair was brown in colour and showed evidence of having been
dyed. The tooth revealed that Jesse had suffered a “severe dental hypoplasia, the result of a lingering fever,”
when he was a child.5 Also discovered was a “bootheel held by wooden pegs and several pieces of white,
polished marble, perhaps from a grave monument.”6
As the search continued, one artefact was standing out more than the others. “Perhaps the most interest
has been shown in a smashed bullet,” Perry reported, “found by myself and William L. Philyaw while we were
sifting dirt in the casket at the Clay County Sheriff’s Department, December 28, 1978.” The bullet had been
found “between two dressmaker’s pins and two clumps of human hair at the foot of the casket, near the
bones of the right foot.” It was sent for analysis to the Criminalistics Laboratory of the Regional Center for
Criminal Justice, Independence, Missouri, and was identified by firearms expert, John C. Cayton, as “a .38
calibre with grooves inclined to the right and fitting the rifling specifications of a .38 calibre Smith and Wesson
revolver.”7
The .38 calibre Smith & Wesson
In March 1876, Smith & Wesson introduced the .38
calibre bullet for its Single Action Model No. 2, First
Model revolver. The revolver was an overnight success
with approximately 25,000 being sold during the first
year of production alone.8 The bullet was made almost
completely of lead and had a hollow base to allow for
movement in the barrel. Despite being classified as a
.38 calibre, the bullet actually measured .357
thousandths of an inch, making it smaller than a .36
calibre. The following year, 1877, the company
launched the .38 cal. S&W, Model No. 2, Second Model,
which was available until 1891, at which time it was
replaced by the Third Model, which was in production
until 1911. Strictly speaking, the bullet found in Jesse’s
grave could have come from any of these variations,
but theories were already forming about how a bullet,
first made available in 1876, could have found its way
into Jesse James’ grave.9

The .38 S&W bullet found in Jesse’s grave in 1978.
Photo courtesy of John C. Cayton.

Northfield, Minnesota
On 7 September 1876, eight men – Cole, Bob and Jim
Younger, Frank and Jesse James, Bill Chadwell, Charlie
Pitts and Clell Miller - attempted to rob the First
National Bank at Northfield, Minnesota. Remembered
each year during the Defeat of Jesse James Days and
aptly heralded as the Northfield Disaster, the robbery,
the gang members, the townspeople who fought
against them and the posse members who brought all
The First National Bank, Northfield, Minnesota.
but two of the outlaws to justice have all had their fair
Author’s photograph.
share of scrutiny over the years. Extensive research has
provided a detailed understanding of the events before, during and after the robbery that so dramatically
ended the reign of the James-Younger Gang and the idea that Jesse was shot in the leg either during or just
after the raid is a long standing one. In 1882, St Joseph city coroner, Dr James W. Heddens, led the autopsy
of Jesse James.
Upon the body was the wound through the head which caused death, two in the right breast near the nipple,
received during the Civil War, one in the right leg, received at Northfield, and the first joint of the third finger of
the left hand had been shot off. These were the only wounds upon the body. 10

In May 1875, more than a year before Northfield, Jesse James had sent a private letter to a “Dear Friend” in
which he provided details of five men he believed were responsible for recent robberies – Tom McDaniels,
James Farm Journal
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Bud McDaniels, Sol Reed, Jack Keene and Clell Miller. “There is no doubt but they are fixing to rob a bank or
RR,” Jesse told his friend, “I will show them what it is to rob on my credit.” He gave detailed information
regarding their location and evidence that supported his belief that they were the Muncie robbers who had
also been stealing horses in the area.11
In September 1875, four men robbed the bank at Huntington, West Virginia, and fled toward Kentucky
where one of them was shot and killed by a farmer. That robber was subsequently identified as both Cole
Younger and Jesse James, prompting Jesse to write another letter which this time appeared in the press.
Within its pages Jesse pointed out the incompetence of Detective Bligh – the dead man was neither himself
nor Cole Younger but Tom McDaniel, one of the men Jesse had previously identified in the private letter to
his friend. “After a few of the robbers have been caught”, Jesse reasoned in his letter to the press, “and when
it is seen two or three times that other people are robbing banks, maybe we will get fair play in the
newspapers.”12
The 1875 ‘Dear Friend’ letter asks obvious questions
about the relationship between Jesse James and Clell
Miller but can it suggest that they were unlikely to rob
a bank together? After all, they weren’t the only ones
having long standing friendship issues. “Mrs Twyman,
aunt of the Youngers, told Sheriff Barton that she had
hoped the Youngers were not of the party [at
Northfield] because the James’ were mentioned. She
knew if the James’ were in the party, the Youngers
were not, for the reason that a deadly feud existed
between them.”13 With the Youngers’ capture
proving their involvement at Northfield, can Mrs
Twyman’s assertions serve as proof that the James’
did not take part? Or was the triangle of distrust a
reason why the raid, committed by a group of exguerrillas and seasoned bank robbers, was such a
disaster?14
Despite all of this, and the opinion of at least one
local newspaper reporter who believed “the
authorities might have found the real men had they
not insisted upon going off on a false scent after the
‘James Boys’,” the James’ innocence has rarely been
taken seriously and when Milton F. Perry and his
Site of the Younger’s Capture
team found a .38 calibre bullet in Jesse’s grave – a
near Madelia, Minnesota.
bullet which was first made available in 1876 - it all
seemed to make perfect sense.15
Then, who shot Jesse James at Northfield?
Assuming Jesse James was at Northfield, it can also be assumed that he was shot there as no one escaped
unscathed. As Jesse and Frank ventured off on their own, leaving the badly wounded Youngers and Pitts to
their fate, they were forced to call upon the local population for food, shelter and medical attention. These
Good Samaritans were coming into contact with the outlaws days or even weeks after the raid had occurred
and several noticed how both men had suffered injuries. A German farmer reported that “both men had
wounds to the right leg,”16 while the Madelia Times of 22 September 1876 carried news that “both men
suffered with leg wounds.” Sarah Rolf, who offered food and shelter to the strangers, noticed both men had
trouble getting off their horses and when the outlaws were ready to leave, both needed help back into the
saddle.17
Later, in his ‘Memorandum of Robberies’ at the end of his confession, James Gang member Dick Liddil
stated how “Ed Miller told me that Jesse and Frank, a short time after the Northfield robbery, went to Mrs
Samuels’ [sic]. They were both wounded. Jesse told me that he was also at Gen. Jo Shelby’s in Lafayette
county before he got well of his wounds.” This suggests a significant wound that required several weeks of
recovery – a wound that perhaps could not have been inflicted by a .38 calibre weapon.
James Farm Journal
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According to the eyewitness accounts, Frank James
had been shot while on the street in Northfield,
receiving an ugly wound to his right leg. Details
regarding Jesse’s wound are less defined. Did he
escape from Northfield unhurt? After all, he takes
very little part in the actual raid. Was he shot during
the retreat, either by a posse member of by an irate
farmer as the desperadoes stole food, or horses?
Perhaps Richard Roberts can offer the answer -

Volume 29 Issue 4

In the wake of the successful Jesse James socks
comes two new cookbooks to interest all you
hungry range riders out there!

A double guard had been posted on the road at
Loon Lake, but the boys passed undetected at the
initial post. Reaching the second post at a creek
crossing, they found several guards asleep in a
bed of straw. One of the guards near the H.C.
Howard farm, home of Minnesota’s first dairy
commissioner, was not asleep. Just after
midnight he saw two men approaching, riding
double on a single gray mare.
The guard, Richard Roberts, …. later said he
saw a horse splashing though the mud, and as it
approached, he noticed it was carrying two men.
The rear rider had a white bandage tied around
his right leg. When the riders refused to obey a
command to halt, Roberts fired a musket, and the
two were thrown off [the horse]. That same day,
Roberts found a hat with a bullet hole in it.18

Unfortunately, Roberts did not state how many
times he fired at the men and if it was just the once
then that shot did nothing more than dislodge a
hat. The weapon he used is recorded here and
subsequently as a musket, not a .38 calibre Smith &
Wesson, but still this might provide some answers.
Despite the fact that both James brothers were
recorded as having leg wounds, only one of them
was ever recorded as being treated.
The wife of the German farmer who had noted
both men suffering with leg wounds dressed the
wound of only one of them; “It was a flesh wound
and extended from near the hip on the outside of
the leg to near the knee. Making an ugly gash or
furrow.”19 In another account, “the farmer dressed
the wound of the older man but the younger would
not show his wound.”20 Sarah Rolf’s husband had
helped both riders onto their horses and was told
by the younger man that his stiffness was due to a
“recent bout with rheumatism.”21 Was the younger
man’s wound never treated because it wasn’t
bleeding? Was this younger man suffering from a
gunshot wound or a different kind of wound?
Richard Roberts had noticed a bandage round the
right leg of one of the outlaws; was the wound to
the younger man sustained when he was thrown
from the horse after Roberts fired his warning
shot?
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Dr. Mosher taken prisoner
One of the last men to see the outlaws was Dr Mosher. He had been
engaged in locating the home of a Mrs Mann when he got lost and
approached two men for directions. These men, believing him to be a
law officer of some kind, took him hostage. The pair were jaded, the
doctor noticed, “especially the wounded man” and the fugitives used
the doctor to dress the wound of this man, who was now so weak that
he did not dismount at all. They acquired fresh horses, forced the doctor
to change clothes with the wounded man and finally abandoned him
after several hours, disorientated and unlikely to raise the alarm. After
such a lengthy ordeal, the doctor provided detailed descriptions of the
two men who had accosted him.
The shorter of the two men was described as having ridden a grey
horse. He was “dressed in gray clothes, which were considerably soiled,
had on a striped cotton or gingham shirt, with no collar, a light felt hat
and kip boots, which looked as though they had seen serious wear. He
was a man about five feet eight or nine inches, well proportioned and
muscular, and would probably weigh about 150[lbs]. His hands were
short, yet white and small, indicating that he was not accustomed to
physical labor. His eyes were either dark or gray, face rather squarely
Dr. Sidney Mosher Snr.
built, hair a sandy brown, while his whiskers and mustache bore
Unknown newspaper
evidence of having been cut roughly off with a pair of shears. The latter
had been left about half an inch long and affording a partial covering for a pair of firmly set lips. There was
about the man an expression of intelligence, although his dress and appearance indicated hard travel.”
The taller of the two men, identified by Dr Mosher as the one who was wounded, was described as riding
a bay horse and was “a slender person, about six feet high; had on a pair of black pants, a snuff-colored coat
and vest, a fine shirt made of ladies’ cloth, a black felt hat and fine calf boots, the blacking all worn off by
evident travel through mud and wet grass, and torn with numerous holes by contact with brush or stones.
His hands were white, long and slender; face long and thin, nose straight, eyes blue, eyebrows quite light in
color and light also in quantity, hair a reddish cast, and whiskers evidently trimmed as had been his
companion’s. His expression was in the highest degree intelligent and dignified, ‘resembling’ said the doctor,
‘the countenance of a Presbyterian minister!’”22
As if there was any doubt, the Sedalia Weekly Bazoo, on 29 May 1878, reported that Dr. Mosher had made
the matter of identifying his captors “a subject of much subsequent investigation” and, having spoken to
those who knew the James brothers believed “the smaller one was Frank and the large Jesse James. He has
no doubt of this in his own mind and there is apparently no good reason to doubt his opinion, for all the
circumstances connected with the affair point to the conclusion that they were no ordinary robbers, but men
of just the stamp and character of the famous James brothers.”
Assertions of how “the identification that Dr Mosher gave of his captors fit Jesse and Frank James
perfectly,” is fair enough but there are some interesting discrepancies.23

Descriptions of Jesse and Frank James
Jesse James stood at approximately five feet ten inches tall and was the shorter of the two James brothers.
Reporters, who had seen the dead outlaw laid out in St Joseph, noticed “the square cheek bones, the stout
prominent chin covered with a soft, sandy beard and the thin, firmly closed lips,” while Jesse’s own son
described his father as being a “rather heavily built man” who had a “dark, sandy beard.”24 Features
consistent with the shorter man described by Mosher.
However, there are elements of Mosher’s description which do not appear entirely accurate. Jesse’s
hands, although ‘small’, could not accurately be described as ‘short’. Long-time friend and newspaperman,
John Newman Edwards, described Jesse’s hands in 1873 as having ‘long tapering fingers,’ features which can
easily be seen in images taken of Jesse in the early 1870s.25 It might also be noted that Jesse often wore
gloves, which he may have discarded on this occasion, but if so it is difficult to imagine that the doctor would
not have noticed the reason Jesse wore gloves in the first place – to hide the very obvious loss of the third
finger.
James Farm Journal
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The description of the eyes of this shorter man as gray or dark is also not accurate and provides the starkest
contrast with Jesse’s most striking feature; his eyes were described unanimously as being “blue eyes, very
clear and penetrating.”26 Of further interest is the fact that Mosher makes no mention of the shorter man’s
nose, which carries some significance as descriptions often regard Jesse’s nose a note-worthy feature. When
Dick Liddil described Jesse during the trial of Frank James, for example, he described Jesse as having a “round
face, pug nose, dark sandy whiskers and blue eyes. He weighed 195 pounds [c.1881] and stood very
straight.”27
Frank James was both older and taller than his brother. On 6 October 1882, the Kansas City Times, reported
that Frank was “nearly six feet in height, of slender, neat and trim build, who walked erect and with a quiet,
easy and self-possessed gait.” Dick Liddil once said that Frank “generally dresses in dark clothes, long coat,
and when on a raid wears a black slouch hat.” He said that the older James boy was “very thin through the
temples. Eyebrows are medium heavy, eyes are rather deep set and have a wrinkle over them. Large mouth
with scar on both sides.”28 A week later, a reporter of the St Joseph Gazette described the outlaw as follows
James is five feet nine inches high, of spare, sinewy build, with rather prominent cheek bones, light black eyes,
small blonde mustache and hair somewhat dark. His complexion is that of a man who had been for some time in
confinement. His weight is 125 pounds, because of his spare form he appears taller than he is.

Perhaps the best description of Frank came from Frank, himself, as he described Wood Hite, a cousin, during
the former’s trial - “His hair was light and his whiskers darker, rather dark sandy. He was a little stoopshouldered, had a large prominent nose and high forehead, and would weigh 150 pounds. There was a
striking family resemblance between us.”29 Although neither brother appeared to have hair that could be
described as ‘reddish’, Frank has, at various times, been described as resembling a cat, a prominent farmer,
or a well-to-do banker.
From Mosher’s description of the outlaws, rather than his incorrect identification of the outlaws, the man
wounded so severely in the right leg was Frank James, not Jesse. The physician later changed his story to
state that perhaps the shorter, younger man had been shot in the heel but his initial story, printed not long
after the event, contained no indication that Jesse was suffering from any wound of any kind. Could the
doctor have missed something in the same way he had failed to notice Jesse’s missing finger? Or could Jesse
have recovered from a .38 calibre gunshot wound, fired by an unknown gunman, by the time he encountered
the doctor – after all, he had suffered much worse?
Two weeks after the raid on Northfield the Youngers were captured at Hanska’s Slough and Charlie Pitts
was killed. The firearms used by them were confiscated, documented and put on display. None of the
recovered guns were a .38 calibre Smith & Wesson and there are currently no records of a gun of that type
being used by anyone connected to the robbery or the subsequent pursuit.30
What if Jesse James was not shot at Northfield?
With the possibility that Jesse James was not shot at Northfield comes the inevitable question - where does
the .38 calibre bullet found in his grave come from? A detailed examination of the remainder of Jesse’s life –
from 1876 to 1882 – offers only one documented encounter during which Jesse was shot – an event that has
largely been heralded as fiction.
In 1879, George Shephard famously reported that he had killed Jesse when he fired a pistol aimed at the
back of Jesse’s head. Subsequent events proved the story incorrect but there was still some expectation that
evidence of the fight would be found during Jesse’s autopsy. The only head wound noticed at that time,
however, was the one that resulted in the outlaw’s death.
In October 1880, Kansas City newspapers carried a story that Jesse had been seen in the city with his
brother, Frank. The younger James boy had been travelling on a ticket from Boston through to Denver where
the pair were engaged in business. Jesse had been in Boston for eight months receiving treatment from “the
most celebrated surgeons” after a country doctor had “made a bungling job” out of treating a wound Jesse
had received during his fight with George Shepherd. “He was shot,” the reporter claimed, not in the head as
expected, but “in the right leg just below the groin, shattering his leg so badly that for a long time it was
thought that he would not survive.”31 This encounter with Shepherd could provide both the wound reported
during the autopsy and the bullet found in Jesse’s grave, although the idea that a .38 calibre bullet could
shatter his leg bone and threaten his life so dramatically is highly unlikely. Is this story pure fiction too?
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What if the .38 calibre bullet did not come out of Jesse James?
On 18 November 1978, Michael Finnegan, Ph. D, received a package containing bone fragments found in
Jesse’s grave. He identified those fragments as - a piece of non-human long bone; a section of human
vertebrae; one piece of non-human bone; three human bones, all relating to the foot; two teeth – one
human, one not; two portions of human cranial bone; hair samples and one animal tooth, probably bovine.
Simultaneously, on 24 October, 15 November and 14 and 28 December 1978, Milton F. Perry and William
Philjaw were conducting painstaking investigations of the mud between the top and bottom sections of
Jesse’s original coffin. In the section where the bullet was discovered they also found dried blades of grass
“presumably preserved since the 1902 exhumation” and river pebbles. These items, from layers much higher
up, had evidently settled inside the discarded coffin.32 Subsequent archaeological digs at the James cabin,
located closer to the original burial site than expected, yielded countless bullets and shell casings. Did this
.38 calibre bullet come from a much higher level and, although discovered in the coffin of Jesse James was
never actually inside Jesse James?

Items found during the 1980 archaeological dig of the cabin site included .22 and .45 calibre cartridge casing; a
fired .38 calibre Smith & Wesson percussion cap; .22, .36 and .44 calibre bullets; and a 12 gauge shotgun shell.
All items on show at the Jesse James Birthplace Museum.

The wild card solution
On 15 May 1865, Jesse and a small group of guerrillas were returning
from the Missouri river near Lexington, Missouri, when they were
fired upon. Jesse was shot through the chest, run over and left for
dead. Keeping his own fever at bay in what he reported was Tabo
Creek but was more likely Garrison Creek, Jesse was discovered by a
farmer. This man was identified by Jesse as a Mr Boosman, or
Bowman, but local historian A. L. Maxwell identified the man as
Barnett Lankford during the 1940s and after interviewing Lankford
descendants. Lankford immediately sent for medical assistance in the
form of Dr. A. B. Hereford, who lived in nearby Maysville. What was
recorded by those who saw the young Jesse James at that time was
that he had been shot three times – “twice in the right breast and
once in the leg.”33 Jesse had been shot in the chest by George
Heisinger just a few months before this encounter, which may explain
the two gunshot wounds to the chest being noticed on this occasion.
Hereford’s wife remembered her husband being taken to care for a
wounded guerrilla late one night and expected never to see him
again. Jesse was later taken into Lexington where he surrendered.34
This event does not provide an explanation for the bullet found in
Jesse’s grave but if that bullet was never inside Jesse James, it doesn’t
have to. What this story can provide is an origin for the gunshot wound
found during Jesse’s autopsy.

Dr. Ammon Barnes Hereford
as a young man.

In conclusion
The idea of Jesse James being shot in the right leg at Northfield, Minnesota on 7 September 1876 is well
known and may be true. A .38 calibre bullet found in his grave in 1978 and first manufactured just a few
months before the robbery could well provide the evidence of not only the wound but also Jesse’s
involvement in the Northfield Disaster. However, this theory is challenged by several points – the idea that
there are no documented reports of a .38 calibre Smith & Wesson being present during the Raid or the well
documented retreat; the fact that none of the accounts can pin point when Jesse was wounded, where or by
whom; the fact that a physician failed to notice the wound; and that it was never treated, or even seen, by
eye witnesses.
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Further questions are raised by the contamination evident in Jesse’s grave; by the existence of animal bones
in the grave; by items from higher up being discovered in close proximity to the bullet; and by other bullets
being found in the area around the cabin. There are at least two occasions when a similar wound could have
been inflicted – during a fight with George Shepherd in 1879 and while engaged in guerrilla activity outside
Lexington, Missouri, in 1865. If the latter is true then, significantly, all of the wounds found on Jesse’s body
in 1882, excluding the one that caused death, were as a result of two years of Civil War fighting and not the
sixteen years he spent as an outlaw.
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Jesse was moved to be buried next to his wife, Zee, at the nearby
Mount Olivet Cemetery, Kearney, Missouri.
Although dramatic, it seems unlikely that anyone was able to lift
Jesse’s skull and examine it as reported in the newspapers.
Initial reports from the autopsy stated that the skull was badly
damaged and indeed the reconstruction of it, on show at the
Jesse James Home in St Joseph, shows it in several pieces with
some sections missing.
The grave was originally marked, in 1884, by an eight foot tall
white marble tombstone provided by Walter K. Maret of nearby
Lathrop, Missouri. When Jesse was moved to Mount Olivet in
1902, the original tombstone was removed from the Farm, Zee’s
name was added and it was placed at their graves at the
cemetery.
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An Historical Analysis of Remains Found In Jesse James’ Casket,
Milton F. Perry. Correspondence with John C. Cayton, BS, MS,
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ACCESS Forensic Laboratory - “There are several Smith and
Wesson .38 caliber revolver models that would fit the general
rifling class characteristics of the bullet I examined that was
recovered in the excavation of Jesse James' grave in 1978.” In
1979, Mr Cayton stated that “the condition of the bullet… didn’t
appear to have any body fluids, calcium deposits or scar tissue,
which makes me think it wasn’t in his body that long (from 18761882). This is just an observation from seeing a lot of bullets out
of bodies,” Cayton had said and further commented, “I’m not
sure what happened or where the bullet came from.” Bullets
Provide Clues to Outlaw’s Home Life, Virginia Stollings, Kansas
City Star, 23 October 1979. The author corresponded with Dr
James Bailey, April 2018 - “There may or may not be any
evidence of a bullet entering a body unless the bullet is
recovered from a body. Also, there may not be any evidence of
body fluids in this case, DNA, because being exposed to the
elements and bacteria could have destroyed any DNA. You can
say the bullet struck a hard surface because of the mushroomed
nose. I can see that it is a hollow base bullet which is not unusual
for .38 caliber bullets. In order to determine contaminates on
the nose of the bullet, you would probably need to do a
Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) examination with x-ray
diffraction. From this you may be able to determine if there are
any microscopic traces of bone embedded in the lead.”
Consider the Forgotten .38 S&W, Mike Hudson, online article at
chuckhawks.com.
The S&W .38 single action, Dan Shideler, online article at
gundigest.com; Smith & Wesson Hand Guns, Roy C. McHenry
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1868 robbery at the Nimrod & Long
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Tobacco and Heritage Festival. This
is a yearly event that is always very
well attended.
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1978.
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Clell Miller was only a guerrilla for a short period of time
before he was captured at Albany and the battle in which
Bloody Bill Anderson was killed. His father was an old friend
of Major Cox and Cox spared Miller, resulting in his
imprisonment for the remainder of the War. Miller was
arrested following the Corydon robbery in 1871 but was later
acquitted after acquiring an impressive defence team, He has
also been linked to the Gallatin robbery in 1869.
Princeton Union (Minn.), 25 February 1880.
Shot All To Hell – Jesse James, The Northfield Raid and the Wild
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Jesse James – The Man and the Myth, Marley Brant, Berkeley
Books New York, 1998, p180.
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Jesse James Jnr., The Sentinel Printing co, 1899, p9 [reprint]
A Terrible Quintette, John Newman Edwards, supplement to
the St Louis Dispatch, 22 November 1873.
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America State Trials, F. H. Thomas Law Book co., St. Louis,
1919, Vol. 11, p679.
civilwarstlouis.com.
America State Trials, op. cit., p713.
The First National Bank Museum holds several firearms used
by both the outlaws and the townspeople and none are of .38
calibre. The current First National Bank of Northfield,
Minnesota holds one firearm, also not .38 calibre.
Correspondence with Earl Weinmann confirmed that there
have thus far been no .38 calibre Smith & Wesson firearms
identified as being used by any of the participants of the
Northfield Raid or during the pursuit of the robbers.
Sedalia Weekly Bazoo, 26 October 1880.
Forensic Anthropological Analysis of Bone Material to
Illustrate the State of the Art: The Jesse James Case, 100 Years
Later, Michael Finnegan, 1981; The Gravesite of Jesse James
[article], Jesse James Birthplace library.
The Philadelphia Enquirer, 17 July 1949; Jesse James Was My
Neighbor, Homer Croy, Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1962, pp323.
Ibid. In the fall of 1864, Jesse was in Ray county and saw a
saddle upon a fence that he wanted. He was in the process of
stealing it when he was shot by the owner, George Heisinger.
James supporter, John Newman Edwards, changed the story
in his book, Noted Guerrillas or the Warfare of the Border, and
had Jesse shot by soldiers at Flat Rock Ford on 14 August 1864
during a retreat from Fredericksburg.
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This event is always popular and attracts
thousands of visitors to watch the
James-Younger Gang meet their match!
Events included 5 and 15K runs, a fine
arts festival, craft shows, a carnival, a
hard-fought beard contest, a rodeo,
eight bank robbery re-enactments and,
of course, a memorial service for brave
cashier, Joseph Lee Heywood.

Photos courtesy of Bridgette Hallcock Photography
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This past summer when Michelle Pollard came to visit us from England, Liz Johnson, Linda
Mangels, and I made the journey from Kearney, Missouri to Northfield, Minnesota just as
the James boys did on their ill-fated trip to rob the bank at Northfield in September of
1876.
Along the way we decided we should also make
a side trip to see Corydon, Iowa, where the boys
allegedly robbed the Ocobock brothers bank on June
BY LINDA
3, 1871. The Corydon Museum is just awesome! It is
BROOKSHIER
filled with all kinds of historical treasures. You can
just feel the history surrounding you. Here are some photos of the
things we might find particularly interesting.

Above: Linda outside the bank
building.
Far left: the bank in the museum
Left: the safe robbed by the gang.

We also stopped in Adair, Iowa, where the boys
allegedly robbed the train on July 21, 1873! There is
not much of the train track left and it’s not at all easy
to find but well worth persevering! It is such a
beautiful, out of the way location. You might
remember that the train was ran clear off the tracks
during the robbery.
You will be able to see by these pictures that we had
a fabulous time… The only one missing from this
group was Michelle and she was en route at the time
so was unable to join us :(

The Jesse James Historical Site, Adair, Iowa.
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Friends of the James Farm
c/o Jesse James Birthplace
21216 Jesse James Farm Road
Kearney, MO 64060
www.jessejames.org
816.736.8500

Return Service Requested

YES, I want to renew my membership with the Friends of the James Farm or begin a
new membership. I have checked my level of membership in the box and enclosed a
check or money order for the amount indicated.

Please mail membership form and payment to:

Friends of the James Farm
c/o Jesse James Birthplace
21216 Jesse James Farm Road
Kearney, MO 64060
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