
Skill 1 Help: Annotating Text 
annotate - (v.) add notes (to a text or diagram) giving 
explanation or comment 
 
Annotating text is an important reading skill. It helps 

passive readers (readers who do the act of reading 

without absorbing information) become active readers 

(readers who comprehend and question text). 

 

Some people call this "reading with a pencil" because 

you always have a pencil in hand ready to take notes 

while annotating text. 

 

Here are sample annotation symbols that can be used: 
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Let's take a look at a sample annotated text. 

 

As the reader went through the text, he annotated it 

with symbols. By looking at these symbols, we can tell 

that the reader read thoroughly and understood many 

parts of the reading, while some things like unfamiliar 

words may have caused him trouble. 

 

You can practice annotation skills by annotating any 

text while reading! 
 

Information provided by: http://richardsonclassroomblog.blogspot.com/2014/08/skill-

1-help-annotating-text.html 
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