Advent/Christmas 2018

SPIRITUS GLADIUS
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Celebrate Christmas
at St. Paul’s
Join us at one (or more) of this
year’s Christmas services to
celebrate the birth of Christ
and start the season. At 4:00
pm on Monday, December 24,
S t . Pa u l ’s w i l l h a v e i t s
traditional Family Service,
i n c l u d i n g t h e c h i l d r e n ’s
Christmas pageant. At 10:00
pm the full choir will provide
special music together with a
congregational carol sing at
9:45. There will also be one
celebration of Holy Eucharist
at 10:00 am on Christmas Day.

Getting Ready to Celebrate

by The Reverend Dr. Duncan Johnston
No cars sped down Broad Street. No telegraph poles sparred with
trees. There may have been street lights, but they were unlikely
electric. It was 1894 in Westfield, and God was about to act.
Grace Episcopal Church had existed since 1862, first in the home of The
Reverend Philemon Coe, then in a dedicated building, opposite Mindowaskin
Pa r k , f r o m 1 8 7 0. T h e s e w e r e
tumultuous (and scandalous!) years
in the young life of the parish,
which you can read about in Arthur
Kammerman’s history.
But our story truly begins in 1894,
when Grace was renamed for the
Saint who had preached it so
dynamically - Paul.
Add 125 to 1894 and you arrive at
2019. Next year. Time to party. Time
to rejoice in what God has done.
Time to proclaim the Good News
of the God who has begun a
wonderful work in us and will
continue to perform it.

Fe s t i v a l o f Ad v e n t
Lessons and Carols
On Sunday, December 16, the
St. Paul’s Choir will present a
service of Advent Lessons and
Carols as part of the 10 am
liturgy. Join us for this uplifting
service of Scripture and music.

Our calling as a congregation is
to live our faith as deeply
and devotedly as we can,
and to be a house of prayer
for all people.
Services are open to the public,
and we welcome you to worship
in this holy space
in the heart of Westfield.

We are beginning 15 months of themed celebration, “S✝P 125”, beginning
now with the Stewardship Campaign and ending with Christmas 2019.
Throughout these months, there will be events focusing on the five purposes
of the Christian Church and how we at St Paul’s are living them out:
!

Worship - Sacrifice Prayerfully

!

Outreach

- Serve Productively

!

Evangelism

- Share Passionately

!

Fellowship

- Socialize Profoundly

!

Formation

- Seek Purposefully

125 years of sacrificing prayerfully, serving productively, sharing passionately,
socializing profoundly, and seeking purposefully. And on into the future we
go, still fulfilling the solemn and joyful call to love God in every dimension,
and our neighbors as ourselves.
(Continued on page 2)
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Getting ready to celebrate (continued from page 1)
Each committee and team responsible for ministry will lead one (or more!) major event or act of ministry in 2019 to
celebrate S✝P 125. The goals are to:

!

Celebrate our past,

!

Restate our identity,

!

Imagine our future,

!

Proclaim the Good News of Christ in Westfield.

Now is the time to imagine how you can be involved in the celebration. What skill can you oﬀer, what time can you give,
what energy can you pour out to help St Paul’s share God’s love, both within our walls and, just as importantly, with the
people of Westfield who do not have a spiritual home?

Funding the Mission Task Force report:
The highlight reel
by The Reverend Dr. Duncan Johnston

Here is what the Report recommended to boost our evangelistic outreach and our growth in young families:
•

Develop even closer ties with the St. Paul’s Day School families, especially non-members.

•

Oﬀer family friendly worship services.

•

Build up the youth group and Sunday school program.

•

Significantly raise public awareness of St. Paul’s across media channels.

•

Create a church video for use on our website, Facebook, and at street fairs.

•

Invite outside groups to participate in outreach activities.

•

Send a mailing out to new residents once or twice a year.

•

Continue the strong progress in revitalizing our welcome process to new members.

•

Host more community events, such as our choral concerts, that would be of interest to both church and nonchurch members.

•

Use the parish hall to host community events such as a local artists’ showcase, health screenings, or a gathering
place for community organizations.

•

Oﬀer Alpha and Inquirer’s courses and promote them both inside and outside the parish so that anyone thinking
about spirituality and our community can come and learn more.

•

Host “Bring a Friend Sundays” where members are encouraged to bring friends. Research shows that 85% of
newcomers come to worship because someone invited them.

•

Develop live and recorded streaming of weekly services.

•

Finalize the modernization of the Parish website and digital communications and increase social media presence.

Can you add to this list? If so, tell the Evangelism Committee. Even better, implement it yourself (if that’s possible)!
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Welcome Mark Hyczko, our new music director!
by Bill Havlena

On October 28 St. Paul’s welcomed our new music director, Mark Hyczko, to the parish. Prior to coming to St. Paul’s
Mark was Director of Music and Organist at St. Peter’s Church in Freehold, New Jersey and Artistic Director of the
Downtown Concert Series, a classical music series that is regularly broadcast throughout the tri-state area on WWFM The Classical Network. He is also the Choir Director and Organist at Temple B’nai Or in Morristown, New Jersey. He
also serves as Music Director and Conductor of the New Brunswick Chamber Orchestra, which focuses on contemporary
classical works focusing on the works of living composers.
After begin piano studies as a child, Mark began his career as a church musician at the age of 15 when he substituted at a
Lutheran church in the area for the Good Friday service. He stayed at that church and became choir director after helping
to rebuild the choir program. During his studies at Rutgers, Mark became organist at a Methodist church in New
Brunswick. He moved to the Episcopal Church when he became the music director in Freehold after college.
Mark views music as a ministry and felt drawn to the Episcopal Church by its combination of liturgical conservatism with
social progressivism. He feels a connection to the church’s Christian Anglican roots through its music and combines that
with an interest in contemporary sacred music. He does see this year as spent learning about the existing programs at St.
Paul’s as well as the parish’s needs and wants. His programming will provide a mix of new and familiar music together with
an emphasis on not repeating familiar works too frequently.
Mark says, “A music program should be engaging an relevant to the community. It should be fun, energizing, and uplifting.”
The Episcopal Church has a long tradition of congregational participation in liturgy and he hopes to encourage more
congregational engagement in music during the services. He also wants the choir members to share their experience with
the congregation and community. The choir’s job is also one of ministry…to each other, to the congregation, and to the
local community. As one component of
encouraging engagement with the choir,
Mark hopes to provide more opportunities
for social activities outside of rehearsals and
services to build the sense of belonging and a
feeling of fun. His challenge to the choir
members is, “What will the choir members
do to grow the choir?”
One goal shared by Fr. Duncan and Mark is
to make the music program at St. Paul’s more
intergenerational. While it is diﬃcult to
program choral music for both children and
adults, Mark has seen success in building an
intergenerational handbell ensemble. St.
Paul’s is fortunate to own a full four-octave
set of handbells, although the bells have seen
limited use in recent years. Mark states that
he has seen grandparents and grandchildren
playing bells together and that anyone would
can count can find a place in a handbell
choir. Watch for more to come on this!
We have already seen and heard Mark’s
talent and excitement during his time at St.
Paul’s. We look forward to an exciting and
rewarding partnership as the parish embarks
on the next chapter in its music ministry.
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Plans for our campus
by The Reverend Dr. Duncan Johnston
We have a beautiful and functional campus, lovingly maintained for over 60 years. Yet, any building of that age is bound
to require regular, significant modernizing and repairs.
As part of its work on the needs of the parish, the Funding the Mission Task Force asked our architect, Alex Antonelli, to
undertake a detailed needs assessment for our campus and its condition. Here is what he concluded…
2018 (estimated $37k)
● Steeple inspection: $1.5k
● Cloister roof: coping, flat roof, and interior repairs $15k
● Front walkways, steps; repointing, and power washing $6k
● Replacement and repairs to step lighting: $1.5k
● Church exterior door restorations (4): $12k
● HVAC maintenance: $5k
● Slate roof inspection and repairs: $4k
● Replacement wall hung mailbox at side entry with proper floor mounted pedestal: $3k
2019 (estimated $185k-$225k)
● Possible steeple restoration project: $40k-60k (depending on report recommendations)
● Classroom window replacements, plus interior re-construction (23 units): $115k-130K
● Inspection and proposal for AC system overhaul in front oﬃce area (oldest system): $1k
● Driveway crack repair and seal coat: $5k
● Fence repair at adjacent YMCA: $2k
● Planting maintenance and replacement of dead evergreens along driveway: $3k
● Parish Hall steps at St Paul’s street (phase 2, steps at entry portico): $5k-6k
● Parish Hall exterior painting: $15-20K
2020 (estimated $100-$135k)
● A/C system replacement at front oﬃces: $8-12k
● Church building power wash and pointing: $6k
● Hung ceiling replacement (front hall and oﬃce), conceal wires, new lighting: $17k-27k
● Guild Hall / Sexton’s apt windows, interior window reconstruction (14 units): $70k -90k
2021 (estimated $140k)
● Rectory driveway, excavation and replacement: $8k
● Garage at entry driveway: remove and replace $60k
● Parish Hall / Classroom courtyard restoration: $40k
● Rectory Garage: $25k
● Rectory painting exterior: $7k
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RECTOR
The Rev. Dr. Duncan Johnston
ASSISTANT RECTOR
Deacon John Francis Maher
WARDENS
Geoﬀ Dunham

Gale Jacob
VESTRY

Nancy Boss
Mary Lynn Crozier
Elisa Gallagher
Tim Hamway
Terence Hegarty
Rob Hostler

414 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-232-8506
www.st.paulswestfield.org

Steve Kircher
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John Francis Maher to be ordained
on December 15
Assistant Rector John Francis Maher will be ordained to the priesthood at a
special service on Saturday, December 15, at 3:00 pm. The bishop will be at
St. Paul’s to lead the liturgy as John Francis embarks on the next phase of his
ministry. The St. Paul’s Choir will sing music especially chosen to mark the
ordination and the whole parish will join in this celebration.
Mark the date on your calendars and be part of this important milestone in
John Francis’s journey!

Calendar of Events
Saturday, December 15
Sunday, December 16

3:00 pm Ordination of John Francis Maher
10:00 am

Monday, December 24

Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols

4:00 pm Christmas Pageant and Family Eucharist
9:45 pm Congregational Carol Sing
10:00 pm Festival Eucharist with Parish Choir

Tuesday, December 25

10:00 am

Christmas Eucharist

Weekly Schedule
Sunday

7:45 am

Holy Eucharist - Rite I

10:00 am

Holy Eucharist with Choir - Rite II
Church School at 9:45

Monday-Thursday

9:10 am

Morning Prayer

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am

Holy Eucharist with Healing
Bible Study

Remember to check our website
The website is where you can find updated information about all parish events and organizations. The site has been
refreshed and navigation has been streamlined—check it out at www.stpaulswestfield.org
Spiritus Gladius, the St. Paul’s newsletter, is published four times per year and is a ministry of the Evangelism Committee,
designed to inspire members to share the Good News of Christ with their neighbors
Bill Havlena, editor
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