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December
2018

2018
Contact Us

Church Office
will be closed
Dec. 25 & 26
& Jan. 1

Give us a call for
information about our
Worship Service.

Join us in worship
each week for our
DRAW NEAR series.
Sundays | 10:45a

Jacksboro Parish
115 N. Knox St.
P.O. Box 716
Jacksboro, TX 76458
(940) 567-3735
jackparish@att.net

STAY CONNECTED WITH US

Visit us on the web at
www.jacksboroparish.com

WEBSITE | WWW.JACKSBOROPARISH.COM
CHURCH FACEBOOK | @THEJACKSBOROPARISH
GIVING | VISIT TITHE.LY ONLINE
YOUTH FACEBOOK | @JACKSBOROUCYF
YOUTH FLOCKNOTE | GIVE PH# TO MINISTER
MDO XTREME FACEBOOK | @MDOXTREME

First Presbyterian Church &
Memorial Christian Church:
A combined ministry for
over 40 years.
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Children’s
Christmas Choir
Rehearsal
@ Noon

9

7

8

13
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15

20

21

22

27

28

29

M2 & Graceists
Party @ 6p
Maddox Home
10

11

12
Holy
Conversations
with Youth
6 - 8p @ Parish

Caroling 4p
followed by
party at church

CCF @ FUMC
5:30 - 7p

16

17

Parish Council
12:15p

Food Pantry
2:30p

18

19
Soul Support
Noon @ Salmon
Home

Children’s
Christmas Choir
Rehearsal
@ Noon

No Youth

24

25

26

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

Christmas Eve
Service 5p
@ Parish

Christmas
Offering
30

6

CCF @ FUMC
5:30 - 7p

Congregational
Meeting|Noon

23
Christmas
Brunch 9:30a
NO Sunday
School

5
No Youth

31

Worship
submitted by Lanna Moxley
The Advent Season begins on December 2nd. We hope you will mark each Sunday as
a highlight for your week. December 2nd is the deadline for giving a poinsettia in
honor of or in memory of special people.

On December 9th we will meet at the church at 4pm to go Caroling. Those
who are bringing appetizers for the Christmas Gathering after Caroling
may drop their items off before we leave in the Church Van to go on our
Caroling Adventure. Those who choose not to go caroling can come to the
church around 5:30pm to enjoy the fun, food and fellowship. The Jacksboro
Parish traditions continue.

On Sunday morning, December 23rd, our children are presenting a special vocal
performance as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

The Christmas Eve service will begin at 5:00pm. Each year this is a very
meaningful experience which we hope you will plan to attend. Bring your family
and friends ~ all are welcome to join us.

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes
to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our
Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift
by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their
time of need and developing our future leaders at
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of
color. We will collect this offering in worship on Dec. 23rd.

Parish Christmas
events

Graceists and “Men and Meat” will be having their combined Christmas Party at the
home of Bob and Roxanna Maddox on Wednesday, Dec. 5 at 6pm. Please make
plans to join us then for a joyful time together and bring your favorite finger food
and/or appetizer to help us celebrate the festive season! There will be a sitter
available at the Parish beginning at 5:30pm.

The Parish will be singing their favorite Christmas carols on Sunday, Dec. 9.
Please meet us at the church parking lot at 4pm as we embark on the church van
for a merry time together caroling to the residents of Greystone Park Retirement Home, Faith Community Nursing Home and possibly Faith Community
Hospital too (time permitting). There will be a sitter available (if needed) at the
Parish beginning at 4pm.

Following the caroling, we will reconvene to our beautiful, new fellowship hall
for soup and cornbread as well as enjoy some savory homemade Christmas
desserts. And who knows……..we might even have a surprise visitor before
the evening has ended! Make plans to join us on the 9th for an afternoon of
jovial time filled with laughter and lots of jolly!

We will join together for a Christmas Brunch on Dec. 23rd at 9:30am
in the Parish Fellowship Hall. There will be no Sunday School on this
day. Please plan to bring your favorite holiday brunch item as we
fellowship in fun together.

Advent Online Bible Study
This year we are trying a Bible Study experience via our Facebook page, which
will allow you to access the weekly material when it best suits your schedule. Visio
Divina, latin for “divine seeing,” is a method of meditation, reflection, and prayer
through a process of intentional seeing. Visio Divina extends the 6th century
Benedictine practice of Lectio Divina by the use of visual imagery. Traditionally,
Visio Divina was accompanied by Benedictine iconography and illuminations,
however, different faith traditions have adapted the process over time, utilizing both secular and
non-secular images.
You will need a Bible, the printable for each week (will get posted) and pens, pencils, crayons.
Suzanne will post the guided study each week and you are encouraged to post thoughts in the
group. We hope you join in for DRAW NEAR VISIO DIVINA. Just head to our Facebook Page
and click events and you will find the information on the study.

Parish
Congregational
Meeting
Dec. 9 | Noon

Nov.
Financials
Income
Tithe: $9,802.95
Lord’s Acre: $12,981.10
Other: $ 693.12
Expenses:
Lord’s Acre: $775.44
Hygiene Locker: $453.11
Other: $12,634.07

November
Attendance
Nov. 4th — 50
Nov. 11th — 48
Nov. 18th — 45
Nov. 25th — 49

Our United Christian Youth Fellowship will undergo a process of
HOLY CONVERSATIONS with esteemed Youth Ministry
consultant, Charles Harrison. Over the next several months, our
congregation will engage in activities, prayer, discussions and
more as together we figure out where we are and dream
where we can be. It is vitally important that ALL YOUTH
PARENTS and YOUTH (as well as anyone interested in our youth ministry program) plan to be at the
Parish Fellowship Hall on Dec. 12th for our first Holy Conversation.
We will begin with dinner at 6p, and then Charles will walk us through a process created just for us.
Your voice is crucial in this process! The meal is no cost to you, and we will have childcare available to
you (but RSVP for childcare is needed.) We can also set up homework areas/games/movies for any
kiddos so that parents can be present. Please mark your calendar!

Dear Members of The Jacksboro Parish & First United Methodist Church,
In life God places people in your life for a reason it may be to give comfort to you during a difficult
time, it may be to share a great joy. I have been so blessed to call both congregations a home, and
value our relationship. I value the opportunity that you have given me to serve your youth and you as a
congregation. It is with a heavy heart and after taken time of discernment that I officially announce
effective immediately with my last Sunday being November 18th that I step down as the Youth Director
of The Jacksboro Parish and First United Methodist Church.
Peace be with you,

Chris Kahlmorgan
UCYF Youth Director

MDO Xtreme
November was focused on friends, family, and thankfulness. The month was full of
turkey crafts, Thankful books, and Pilgrim and Indian activities. We hosted a
‘Friendsgiving’ with delicious food provided by our MDO families. Our students
created Pilgrim and Indian hats to wear to the feast. Everyone
enjoyed celebrating togetherness!

MDO will be
closed from
Dec. 19th - Jan. 7th.

During December, our 3 & 4 yr. old students will visit the Grandmas and
Grandpas at Greystone Retirement Center for a time of crafts and
activities. All of our classes will focus on Jesus’ birthday and the spirit of
giving to others throughout the month. On Dec.
13th, we will have a Dr. Seuss Who-ville float
in the City Christmas Parade! The parade
starts at 6:30. Be on the lookout for us!

From the desk of
Rev. Dr. Suzanne Castle

Our unification committee has been busy researching, writing, discerning, praying…. And we hope to
have a full document of unification to the church in early 2019. I’d like to use this space to talk to you
about Elders and Deacons in our forthcoming document.
Biblical Definition for Deacon
The exact nature and duties of the New Testament deacon are not systematically described anywhere
in Scripture. The origin of the office is still being debated; however, the traditional view is that it had its
beginning in the appointment of the seven (Acts 6), although they are not specifically called deacons. If
you read further into 1 Timothy 3, you will see that deacons were to assist with the physical needs of
the church, and to assist with the needy (as in physical needs of church members or in the community at
large). Many look to the gifts of helping and mercy as qualifications to be a deacon. This role is usually
considered as a servant-leader.
Traditional church roles for deacons include: serving communion/offering, logistics of welcoming and
property/facilities, ushers, communion preparation, overseeing financial matters and benevolence/
mercy ministries.
Biblical Definition for Elder
There are numerous references to the role of Elder in both Testaments of scripture. Biblical tradition has
that these are ‘seasoned’ church leaders who shepherd, oversee, lead and care for the local church; this
also includes settling conflicts within the church. (see Acts 20, James 5, 2 Timothy 3, 1 Peter 5). This role
is usually considered as a spiritual-leader.
Traditional church roles for elders include: teaching, lay leaders/committee chairs, praying for
members/church, visiting members and/or the sick, and assisting with sacraments.
In light of the biblical definitions above, and each denomination’s understanding of these roles, we
are proposing one significant change in the area of Elders and Deacons.
We are suggesting the following language:
•

The Active Board of Elders shall comprise of a minimum of 10 persons and no more than 15.

•

The Active Board of Deacons shall comprise of a minimum of 12 persons and no more than 20.
Each Elder and Deacon shall serve for a term of one year, and consecutive terms are welcome;
however, each board shall not lose over half of the serving members in any one 12 month period.
(Which means for 2019, half will serve ONE year and the half will serve TWO years.)
We are also advocating that ANY elder who will be serving at the Lord’s Table, take a course on
officiating communion. While most of the time our Elders are responsible for praying over the loaf
and cup, they could be called upon to bless the elements.

•

•

It is such an exciting time for the future of our church! If you have questions or concerns about our
unification process, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. We will continue to keep you updated in
various communications as we get closer to completing our work.

