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Bethany Lutheran Church
Mission Statement
Reaching out in Worship, Fellowship, Learning, and
Love - We Are God’s People.
EASTER - RAISING HOPE FOR ALL!
Easter happens a little later this year. The day is April 21. The human spirit needs Easter. We all need a lifting of our emotions, outlook,
and perspective. Easter is the ultimate lifting. Easter is God’s lifting His
Son out of death to eternal life.
There are people in our community who do not have the financial
resources that most of us do. Because of this we are raising hope for all
by bringing donations of personal hygiene items for people in our community who cannot afford them. There is a large tub for you to put them
in when you bring them to church. The following are what we are asking
you to bring: shampoo/conditioner, soap (bar or liquid), deodorant,
toothpaste and single packaged toothbrushes, mouthwash, men and
women’s disposable razors, panty liners/tampons, lotion, cotton swabs,
toilet paper, paper towels/napkins, Kleenex, dish detergent, laundry soap/
fabric softener sheets, and all-purpose cleaners/disinfectants.
All of these supplies are essential to our health, hygiene, and appearance. When we look and smell good our spirits are lifted. Right now
we can lift the spirits of all by bringing these hygiene products to church.
Let’s make this Easter an Easter that raises hope for all.
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE
Plans are underway for worship during Holy
Week and Easter. As of this writing we are having a Maundy Thursday service at Bethany at
7:00 p.m. and a 3-church Good Friday service at
Faith at 6:30 p.m. Our Easter service will be at
the regular 9:00 a.m. time with the Hope service
shown at 10:55.

Please help remember Bethany’s members who are in nursing homes or homebound by sending them a card. A birthday or a “thinking of you” card is a special way of showing God’s love. During
the summer months, take a minute to
send a card with a short note - these
folks would love to hear from you.
Names and addresses are available on
the table in the fellowship hall. Please
remember to mark the spreadsheet if
you send a card.

HELPING OUR TRINITY FRIENDS
Life has changed for the people of Trinity
Lutheran Church. Following an internal explosion at their facility the building is being
examined regarding its safety. In the meantime we are reaching out to help where we
can. For now Faith Lutheran will serve the
needs of both congregations. Please keep
Trinity in your prayers for God to lead them
to a better future.

Pastor Paul and
his family are
celebrating
Sue’s 70th birth
with a supper
party for her
on Friday, April
26, from 5:00 to
7:00 p.m. at Bethany. Everyone is invited. There is a sign-up sheet in the
fellowship hall for a head count so
they will know how much food to purchase.

Bethany will have a casserole breakfast
and Easter egg hunt on Palm Sunday,
April 14. Come and enjoy a breakfast of
casseroles and fruit after the worship
service. There is a sign-up sheet to bring
food. If you cannot bring food, we still
want you to join us for the meal. The
Easter egg hunt will follow after breakfast. There will be eggs hidden outside
for all school age children. For children
5 years of age and under, the hunt will
take place indoors. We are accepting donations of candy. On Saturday, April 13,
anyone who would like to help fill the
eggs meet at church at 10:00 a.m.

APRIL ACTIVITIES
The Retired Nurses will be here on Friday, April 5,
at 9:30 a.m. They gather in the fellowship hall.
.
Boy Scout Troop #25 has its regular weekly meetings on Tuesdays.

donations
of candy.
On Saturday, April
13, any-

EASTER - A JOY THAT SURPASSES ALL
There is something in nearly every human spirit that looks for a better tomorrow to deliver us
from a troubling today. At the beginning of Lent I started coming down with multiple health issues. They did not keep me from being able to serve as your pastor, but they were still unpleasant
to endure. They are also still somewhat of a mystery to the medical community treating me. One
person told me they had never seen anything like it before. This gave me little comfort in anticipating a full recovery. But something good has come out of my ordeal. For over four decades I
have enjoyed eating far more than I should. But during my illness my mouth hurt so much that I
did not want to eat the same amount of food I normally do. It made me think of the old proverb:
:do we eat to live or live to eat?” I have known for a long time that taking in fewer calories would
yield greater benefits. Now, with God’s help, having an illness might actually become a divine intervention. Could sickness today be my deliverance for a better tomorrow?
For 2,000 years Christian theologians have weighed in on how to perceive Christ’s brutal crucifixion. All agree that it was overwhelmingly barbaric and painful. Many theologians have also concluded that such a suffering has to create a benefit some way to someone. This is the consensus of
most believers going all the way back to the Apostle Paul. Specifically, Christ’s death means forgiveness and salvation for us. This is the good that God has brought forth for us. If this were not
true, Christ’s sacrifice would be pointless.
However, the story does not end with Jesus’ death. On the third day a most surprising promise was fulfilled. On the third day God brought a joy to humankind that surpasses all others. The
Savior who died for our sins has been raised for our salvation. This is the good that God brought
out of bad. And a most wonderful good it is!
Not everyone accepts this interpretation of Christ’s suffering and death. When I was in college
I had a close friend whose father had attended seminary studying to become a pastor. After two
years he quit for theological reasons. His objection was the way he saw Jesus’ death; “a loving Father would never let His Son die.” There is no doubt that Jesus’ heavenly Father loved His Son very
much. That same Father also loves us very much. When God shared His vision for saving us
through His Son dying on the cross, His Son accepted this destiny in humble obedience rather than
refuse to carry it out. The crucifixion was an unimaginably bad thing. But it was not for naught.
God brought good out of bad. God snatched victory from the jaws of defeat. A painful death
brought joyful new life. Good Friday brought us the Resurrection, a joy that surpasses all others.
In Christ,
Pastor Paul

April 2019 Lay Leaders
Head Ushers:

Acolytes

Dan & Julie Wischmeier 7 - David King

April Lead
Usher: Todd Chelf
Ushers
7 - The Chelf Family
14 - Scott & Jan Creighton;
Dan & Julie Wischmeier
21 - The Chelf Family
28 - The Chelf Family

14 - Jonathan Chelf
21 - Mason Fritz; Aaron
Morehead
28 - David King

Lector
7 - Bob Sogard
14 - Shelley Wallace
21 - Kim Engle
28 - Sue Hermansen

Communion Assistants Greeters
7 - Todd Chelf; Scott & Jan
Creighton
14 - Sue Swanson; Teresa
Morehead; Bob Sogard
21 - Sue Hermansen; Mark
Rosenberg; Mike Hopp
28 - Mike Morris; Steve &
Sue Rogers

7 - Marlys McClurg; Vanette
Wooldridge
14 - Bob Sogard; Arnhild
Zaiser
21 - Dan & Julie Wischmeier
28 - Susanne Adam; Donna
Miller

Fellowship

Flowers

714 21 28 -

714 - Marlys McClurg;
Vanette Wooldridge
21 - Easter Lilies
28 - Pastor Paul

Missionary Support Altar Guild
714 21 - Barb West
28 - Dan & Ruth Harken

Kim Engle; Kaye Sladky;
Sharon Martindale; Lynda
Johnson

3 - Carlene Woodside
4 - Kent Gaudian
5 - David Milton
6 - Michael Kastner
9 - Courtney Quam; Arnhild
Zaiser
10 - Erica House
12 - Thomas Holz; Jim Morris
15 - Adam Roy
17 - Lori Cox; Darrin Timberlake
18 - Tracy Beal; Doreen Roy
19 - Julie Coleman; Eli Wallace
22 - Barb Miller
24 - Sue Hermansen; Dylon
Kuster
29 - Hunter Adam; Steve Rogers
30 - Vivienne Mafra

18 - Todd & Laurie Chelf

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation

resumes

at

p.m. on April 24 at Bethany.

ACOLYTES

6:30

The If your student is unable to fulfill his/her

last night of confirmation for 2019
will be May 1.

duties, please find a replacement for that
Sunday.
April 7 - David King
April 14 - Jonathan Chelf
April 21 - Mason Fritz; Aaron Morehead
April 28 - David King

The annual Jr./Sr. High Lock-in will
be at Messiah April 5-6 starting at
6:00 p.m.

Bring a sleeping bag and

snack to share.

We will watch mov-

ies, work on service projects, worship, and play games!
and have fun!
questions.

Bring a friend

Contact Amanda with

The meetings for April that have been
scheduled as of the publishing of this
newsletter are listed below. Watch the
bulletins for any date and time changes or
additional meetings scheduled.

FINANCIAL
UPDATE
MARCH
ATTENDANCE

WELCA
TBA
Social Ministry Committee
TBA

March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24

90
90
81
74

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, April 20, 8:00 a.m.

MARCH
GIVING

Executive Committee
Tuesday, April 16, 6:30 p.m.
Church Council
Sunday, April 28, 10:15 a.m.
Property Committee
Monday, April 8, 6:30 p.m.

March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
Total

$ 4,546.80
2,450.00
2,249.25
3,328.94
$12,574.99

Worship & Music Committee
TBA
Finance Committee
Thursday, April 25, 6:30 p.m.

Thank you for your generosity and
faithful trust in God to provide

PLEASE NOTE
The deadline to submit information for the
monthly Chimes is the 25th of the month.
You’re welcome to email your submissions,
leave a note on the desk in the office, or call
the church office.

ALSO!
Because of Federal Privacy laws, if you or a
member of your family are hospitalized and
would like the Pastor to visit, you must contact the church and let us know.

your needs! God believes in you
and has a great future planned for

If you change your mailing
address, please let the office know ASAP.
For every returned piece of mail returned
for an incorrect address, we are charged
75 cents.

