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BOWING BEFORE GOD IS NOT AN OPTION 

“. . and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother,  

and they fell down and worshiped him.” Matthew 2:11 

 

There are some things in the Bible that do not always sound consistent or con-

cise. But one thing that is unmistakably clear is God’s requirement that we sub-

mit to His authority. In the Bible, whenever God’s people stopped submitting to 

His reign in their lives, bad things happened to them. It was not because God 

was punishing them. The reason things went to pieces is because people do not 

realize we need God’s supervision for life to go well. 
 

We are currently mired in a lot of things going badly. At the same time the im-

portance of God in our lives has dropped dramatically. It is not because of any 

one person or political party. Today people as a whole seem to have less room in 

their lives for God than we used to. But our disinterest has not caused God to 

abandon us. He is still seeking us out. Many people are also still doing wonderful 

things for one another. 
 

It should be noted that the most frequent passage in the Bible is “the fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” The Bible describes God as someone great to 

behold. But does this perspective of God still hold true today? Do we see God to-

day as our majestic Lord or simply someone who answers our requests? I truly 

treasure Matthew’s story of the Magi visiting Jesus. When the Magi saw the child 

they fell down and worshiped Him. Should it be any less so today? 
 

 As the celebration of Jesus’ birth approaches per-

haps we might consider how different life could be if we 

had a collective return to respecting and reverencing our 

most High and Wonderful God. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER ACTIVITIES 
 

The Des Moines County Retired School Personnel, 
the Retired Nurses and Boy Scout Troop  

#25 will not be meeting for the foreseeable future. 
 
 

 CHURCH LIFE MOVED TO FIRST MONDAY 

 

The Church Life Committee covers several 

areas of ministry at Bethany. The most im-

portant one right now is making the neces-

sary preparations for returning to indoor 

worship. We have a new night for Church 

Life meetings. They will meet the first Mon-

day of the month at 6:30 p.m. Anyone may 

attend. 

In this year of awkward 

adjustments to our usual 

routines we will still 

have a Christmas Eve 

“candlelight” service at 

4:00 p.m. Because of the 

rise of Covid cases, we will meet again 

in the parking lot. If it is warm enough I 

will be outside to lead worship. If it is 

not warm enough I will be inside but 

still have the service on the radio as 

well as Facebook. This would be an ex-

cellent opportunity to invite people to 

Bethany for a unique and blessed Christ-

mas experience. 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 

One of the things the 

pandemic has done to 

churches is challenge 

us to still have minis-

try without meeting in person. Thanks to the 

creative gift of Pam Taylor we have a new 

Wednesday night Bible study at 7:00 p.m. 

which you can access through your computer. 

Every Monday you will receive an email giv-

ing you the link to our Zoom meeting. We are 

going to study the Gospel of John. If you 

would want to read the text before the study 

and have things you would like to bring up, I 

strongly encourage you to do so. We will meet 

every week. 

 

 

SALVATION ARMY NEEDS BELL RINGERS 

The current COVID-19 pandemic has had a 

powerful impact on all of us, especially the 

less fortunate in our community. To better 

meet this growing need the Salvation Army is 

starting its bell ringing ministry early this 

year. If you would serve, please contact Lt. 

Dennis Jolly at 

dennis.jolly@usc.salvationarmy.org. 

SEARCHING FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS TO 

SERVE IN 2021 

As we approach 2021 our nominating 

committee will be seeking as many as 

four people to fill the vacancies. The 

members of that committee are Kim 

Engle, Bill Mundt, Todd Morehead, Vicki 

Stoller, Jan Creighton, and Bob Sogard. 

The role of the council is not emphasized 

as much as it should be. By the rules of 

our constitution, the council oversees the 

well-being of Bethany. The nominating 

committee will review our membership 

to determine who has the qualifications 

to do a good job on the council. I see 

serving on council as significant as the 

role of a pastor. If you feel moved to 

serve, contact a member of the commit-

tee for further consideration. 



      ANGEL TREE 

The Outreach Committee is 

wrapping up the holiday sea-

son of giving. This year our 

Angel Tree is going virtual! 

Bethany has adopted a family 

of six this Christmas. We will 

be using a Google Doc to 

track each person and to avoid duplications. 

Monetary donations will also be accepted. 

Watch your email inbox and the Bethany Face-

book page to sign up! 

The Outreach Com-

mittee wants to 

thank you for your 

generous giving in 

recent months to two Bethany projects: dona-

tions of food for the Zion Church food bank, 

as well as donations of household items to 

Young House to be distributed to kids who 

have “aged out” of the foster care system (age 

18) and are setting up a household of their 

own. Several vehicle loads of food and sup-

plies have been delivered to these two worthy 

causes. These projects will continue; however 

we are going to alter the focus of our commit-

tee for the next few months. We would love 

to have your generous participation continue. 

Here are the new projects that the Outreach 

Committee are working on: 

1. From November 1 to December 4-5 we will 

collect donations of money and/or pre-teen 

sized bikes which will be distributed at 

Christmas. 

2. In October construction will begin on a  

supplies “library” on the Bethany grounds 

(on Madison near the turn-in for the parking 

lot). We and community members can put 

cleaning and/or personal hygiene supplies 

(e.g., toilet paper, paper towels, masks, etc.) 

that people can come by and take. 

3. We are encouraging people to donate mon-

ey to the efforts to clean up from the 

Derecho (wind storm) of early September, 

especially in the Cedar Rapids area. Please go 

to the Southeast Iowa Synod website 

(seiasynod.org) to donate or give a donation 

marked “Derecho/Wind Storm” and we will 

forward it to the Synod.  

 

Thank you again for your generosity in reaching 

out to the community and spreading God’s love! 

If you would like to be a part of this committee, 

please join us. Our next meeting is December 8 

at Bethany. You can always pass your great ideas 

on to me or other members of the committee.   

   Teresa Morehead 

Anne Wischmeier has moved 

to OakView. Her new ad-

dress is 1212 Indian Hills 

Drive. She would love to 

hear from you! 



Dear Friends, 

 I have just completed Stephen Ministry Leader training and I wanted to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce what I truly believe is going to be a wonderful addition to Bethany.   

 The Book of Acts tells how, as the early Church grew, the twelve apostles got a bit over-
whelmed with the day-to-day needs of the people.  They needed help, and Stephen was one of the 
disciples chosen to look after the individual needs of the congregation so the twelve could focus 
their attention back on the big picture—spreading Christ’s Word. This is what Stephen Ministry is 
intended to do at Bethany—equip laypeople to look after each other and, in so doing, take some 
of the burden off Pastor Paul.  

 Right now I don’t think you need me to remind you what Jesus’ said in John 16:33:  “In this 
world you will have trouble…” --grief, illness, relationship issues, job stresses, financial struggles, 
and a whole heap of other things. During these times, it can be extremely helpful to have some-
one come alongside us to provide emotional and spiritual stability, hope, and love to help us get 
through. That’s what Stephen Ministers do. They provide a one-on-one, compassionate, and strict-
ly confidential ear; a nonjudgmental and supportive perspective, and God’s Word to help us cope.    

 While Stephen Ministers are well-trained, supervised volunteers who provide a high level of 
care, they are not professional caregivers—they do not provide practical or physical help, advice, 
or counseling. And they do not take the place of the Pastor. Instead, they fill a gap between what 
friends and family can provide (often because they’re going through the same crisis) and what the 
Pastor and other professionals can.   

 

 In short, they do what Jesus told us to do—love our neighbors, lift each other up, “rejoice 
with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn” (Romans 12:15), and “carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).   

 I am convinced Stephen Ministry will build up and strengthen Bethany, not only for our-
selves, but to make us a beacon of God’s light in our community—to be a reminder of the rest of 
what Jesus said in John 16:33, “…but take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

 Stay tuned…a lot more to come… 

--Kim Engle 



GIVING PEOPLE ARE HEALTHY PEOPLE 
 

 Recently I became familiar with the airline Jet Blue. The founder of Jet Blue, David Neeleman, 
knew how important the practice of giving is to our overall health. So, when Neeleman started the 
airline, he set up a matching funds giving program where he committed to match up to one-half of 
his CEO salary for every dollar his employees contributed. The money went into an employees’ 
emergency relief fund to assist people going through a financial crisis. In the 22 years Jet Blue has 
been flying they have received very high ratings for their service. Neeleman would credit Jet Blue’s 
success at least in part on developing a desire to give. 
 
 Promoting the practice of giving has been shown to have a positive impact on our health. The 
Bible says that God loves a cheerful giver. What this means is that giving people have a spirit of joy 
within them. They have an uplifting and positive outlook on life. They think and feel beyond their 
own well-being for the good of all. The health benefits from being generous are immeasurable.  
 
 In the eighth chapter of 2 Corinthians Paul talks about the Macedonians and their enthusiasm 
in being generous. Paul received their financial gift and used it to spread the Gospel message of Je-
sus Christ faithfully for many generations. We have an excellent Property Committee that keeps our 
facilities looking sharp and functioning well. Our Outreach Committee reaches into our community 
and provides everything from bicycles to food and clothing. We have one of the area’s finest musi-
cians in Cory Byrne. We have a conscientious council that makes sure we are very careful to spend 
your contributions only for necessary needs. Our financial secretary, Michelle Huppenbauer, stays 
on top of our receipts and expenses to keep us in good order. We also support our missionary Bri-
an Palmer and world hunger. 
 
 If you have already submitted your pledge for 2021, please accept our heartfelt appreciation. 
This year has been the most unpredictable year of our lives. During times of uncertainty it is 
tempting to become overly cautious in our tithes and offerings. But these can also be times of 
growing our faith in God. May our generosity lead to healthy and abundant living. 
 
In Christ,  
 
Pastor Paul 
 
 

 
 

 

 

For they gave according to their means,  

as I can testify, and beyond their means,  

of their own free will . . . 

2 Corinthians 8:3 



 

2—Annette Peterson; Kyle Peter-

son 

5—Scott Creighton; Nancy House; 

Rebecca Ward; Anne Wischmeier 

7—Matthew Morris 

9—Savanna Quam 

11—Shayla Hopp 

12—June Stoermer 

13—Jacquelyn Chubb 

14—Samantha Gerdes; Patricia 

Milton; Holly Williamson 

18—Adam Cox; Betty Stanley; 

Christopher Wallace 

21—Jaelyn Adam; Beverly Felland 

23—Robert Hoxie 

24—Tammy Morris 

26—Nathaniel Johnson 

27—Linda Hermann 

29—Kandace Durbin 

30—Julia Wischmeier 

31—Benjamin Chelf; Jonathan 

Chelf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Usher:   
Dan & Julia Wischmeier 

 
November Lead  
Usher: Adam Fritz 
 
Ushers  
6— 
13— 
20— 
27— 

 
Communion Assistants 
6— 
13— 
20— 
27— 

 
Children’s Sermons 
6— 
13— 
20— 
27— 

 
 
THIS SCHEDULE OF LAY 
LEADERS IS SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE DUE TO THE VI-
RUS. PLEASE CHECK BETH-
ANY’S FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR UPDATES OR CALL 
THE OFFICE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 
6— 
13— 
20— 
27— 

 
Lector  
6—Bob Hoxie 
13—Carlene Woodside 
20—Pam Taylor 
24—Sue Hermansen 
27—Sue Hermansen 

 
Greeters 
6— 
13— 
20— 
27— 

 
Missionary Support 
6— 
13— 
20— 
27— 
 
 

Flowers 
6— 
13— 
20— 
27— 
 

Altar Guild 
Sharon Martindale; Lynda 
Johnson; Kim Engle 
 

December 2020 Lay Leaders 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The meetings for December that 
have been scheduled as of the pub-
lishing of this newsletter are listed 
below.  Watch the bulletins for any 
date and time changes or additional 
meetings scheduled.   
 
WELCA 
TBA 
 
Outreach Committee 
Tuesday, December 8, 5:30 p.m. 
 
Finance Committee 
Wednesday, December 9, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Church Life Committee 
Monday, December 7, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Property Committee 
Monday, December 14, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Executive Committee 
Tuesday, December 8, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Church Council 
Sunday, December 13, 10:15 a.m. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
TBA 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

     

FINANCIAL  
UPDATE 

 

 

NOVEMBER 
ATTENDANCE 

 

 November 1 61 
 November 8   
 November 15  59 
 November 22  65 
 November 29  64  
  
  
    

NOVEMBER 
GIVING   

 November 1  $   2,561.00 
 November 8   1,829.00 
 November 15    1,406.00 
 November 22 3,030.00 
 November 29 2,929.00  
 VANCO Offerings    1,595.00 
 Total    $ 13,350.00 
  
    

    

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
The deadline to submit information for the 

monthly Chimes is the 25th of the month.  You’re 
welcome to email your submissions, leave a note 
on the desk in the office, or call the church office.   

 

ALSO!  

Because of Federal Privacy laws, if you or a 

member of your family are hospitalized and 

would like the Pastor to visit, you must contact 

the church and let us know.  

If you change your mailing  

address, please let the office know 

ASAP.  For every returned piece of mail 

returned for an incorrect address, we 

Thank you for your generosity and 

faithful trust in God to provide your 

needs!  God believes in you and has a 

great future planned for Bethany. 


