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RIGHT OF CONFIRMATION—AUGUST 1 

It has been over two years since our last Rite of Confirmation. The families have 

been waiting patiently for the pandemic to subside enough to schedule the con-

firmation service. It is now official. On August 1 three confirmands who complet-

ed their work will be presented before the members of Bethany declaring their 

faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. They are Jonathan and Benjamin Chelf and 

David King.  

Confirmation includes a person declaring their relation with God, beginning in 

their baptism, as central to their being. Confirmation is also a rite of passage 

when a confirmed member accepts becoming a full-fledged member with all the 

privileges and responsibilities associated with that membership. It is important 

for us to hold confirmed members in our prayers to they will continue their faith 

journey in the days ahead. 

I have enjoyed my experience in teaching all our candidates and look forward to 

God’s plans for everyone. 

 



JULY-AUGUST ACTIVITIES 
 

The Retired Nurses will not be meeting during 
July and August. 

 SULLIVAN PATRICK DRAKE 

 

It is with great joy that I an-

nounce the upcoming bap-

tism of Sullivan Patrick 

Drake. Sullivan will have a 

family baptism in July. He is 

the son of Katelyn and Char-

ley Drake and the grandson 

of Pat and Kelli Reichelt. When a person is 

baptized they automatically become a mem-

ber of Bethany. Sullivan’s sponsors are Kate-

lyn’s brothers, Mike and Steve Reichelt. The 

congregation also serves as sponsors for the 

spiritual growth of every newly baptized per-

son. May we all keep Sullivan in our prayers 

as he grows in truth and knowledge. 

BIRTHDAY BANK, WORLD HUNGER, AND 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT OFFERINGS 

 
Now that we are inside again for worship, we 
would like to remind you of our special of-
ferings. The little box is our birthday bank. 
The money you put in the birthday bank 
helps to fund our human concerns ministry. 
The offering plate next to it is for world hun-
ger. Because of the pandemic, both of these 
sources of offerings have been depleted. 
There is also a sign-up sheet in the hallway 
to support our missionary Brian Palmer. 
There is a bulletin board by the Boy Scout 
table with his newsletters. 

A POEM FOR PAPA 

With honesty and dedication, 

you pledged to protect and serve. 

Using courage and compassion, 

your community you preserved. 
 

When you were a patrolman 

and a car went speeding by, 

you made the driver pee his pants 

just be giving him the eye. 
 

If he wasn’t wearing his seatbelt 

you’d really give him heck, 

you said, “if you don’t wear it,  

you’ll surely break your neck.” 
 

If boaters didn’t wear life jackets 

when you patrolled the river, 

you told them they should be prepared 

to be an organ giver. 
 

At last you worked in Civil 

where everybody knows, 

the door they’d better answer 

or you’d use the garden hose. 
 

we hope that your retirement 

is the rich and rewarding kind,  

and may there be no limit 

to the fish that you will find. 

 

Written by Alexia Banks in 2005 in honor 

of grandfather, Mike Miller’s, retirement. 

During the pandemic the 

duties of the altar guild 

were much lighter than 

usual. Now that we are 

back inside there is an 

increased work load for setting up for every Sun-

day. We have had six on our team resign. We 

need new volunteers. Altar guild comes under 

Church Life. Our next Church Life meeting is 

Monday, July 5. If you would like to learn more 

about serving on altar guild, please come to the 

meeting or call Pastor Paul. 

 

Barb West 

925 Primmer Rd. 

Lincoln, IL 62656 

217-732-4460 

Donna Miller 

1900 Stoney Point Rd. SW, 

#311 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 

319-750-3704 

grandmadonna.us 

@outlook.com 



FINANCE COMMITTEE 

There will be a Finance Committee meeting 

on Wednesday, July 14, at 6:30 p.m. Anyone 

who is interested in the finance process is 

invited to the meeting. 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Peace Lutheran Church is again 

having their annual ice cream 

social on Wednesday, July 14, 

beginning at 5:00 p.m. They are located at 

13646 Beaverdale Road, West Burlington. 

The menu contains creamed chicken, 

Maidrites, salads, and homemade pie. Carry 

out is available. Call 319-392-4422 between 

4:00 and 6:00 p.m. to order. 

ANSWER THE CALL TO 
BE A STEPHEN MINISTER 

 
All roads lead to . . . 

Have you ever driven in 
a subdivision where all 
the roads seemed to lead 
back to the main en-
trance? It is a careful de-

sign to keep us from getting hopelessly 
lost. When God wants us to do something, 
sometimes it seems as if all roads lead to 
that very activity. Is God calling you to a 
new ministry in our congregation? 

Spiritual gifts are gifts to give 
away. God gives them to us and we use 
them to serve others. God has given us the 
greatest gift of all—eternal life and uncon-
ditional love in Jesus Christ. How can you 
say thanks? One way is to share the love 
you have received with others who may 
feel unloved and alone in their troubles. 
Stephen Ministers say thanks to God by 
caring for others. If your spiritual gifts in-
clude one or more of the following—faith, 
mercy, teaching the faith, encouragement, 
or knowing, are you looking for a new way 
to use them? If so, please consider Stephen 
Ministry, our congregation’s one-to-one 
caregiving ministry. This may be just what 
you have been looking for! 

Learn how you can join this grateful, grace-
full group and thank you to those who 
have answered the call. Stay tuned. We are 
almost ready. So far we have all women 
signed up that limits us to ministering to 
women. We need men to step forward for 
this rewarding experience. 

Contact Kim Engle at (319) 372-1887 or 
keengle@protonmail.com or Pastor Paul at 
319-752-3621. 

WORSHIP LIFE UPDATE 

Slowly but surely we are returning to our 

regular worship activity. The Church Life 

Committee gives recommendations and the 

council makes the final decisions. At some 

point we will resume our familiar protocol 

on communion. Right now we still have 

people participating in the parking lot. 

Therefore, our worship service will remain 

as it is because we use two different hym-

nals. It is encouraging to see people coming 

back. One of the things I have observed is 

that people can be very passionate on how 

worship should be. Our Church Life Com-

mittee meets the first Monday of the month 

at 6:30 p.m. I encourage everyone to join 

us if you can. We welcome your input. 

VIDEO TECH TEAM NEEDED 

A year ago we added showing our Sunday ser-

vice online as part of our ministry. In doing so  

we received new participants in the life of 

Bethany. The main video technician  in this 

endeavor has been Abbey Timberlake. Abbey 

will no be able to continue after July 4. She 

will, however, be more than happy to register 

additional “filmers” to our Bethany Facebook 

account. It would be helpful to have an actual 

team of people to provide this service for us. 

Michelle Huppenbauer is our current assistant 

but cannot do it every Sunday. If you would 

be on this team, or have people to recom-

mend, please give me a call. 



 

 
 

 

 

GOD’S PRESENT AND FUTURE VISION FOR BETHANY  

 The prevailing job description for a pastor is that pastors do the ministry of the church from 

which members receive that ministry. This understanding, however, does not come from the Bible. 

In the biblical quote above, the function of a pastor is to train people to be able to do God’s minis-

try. 

 Bethany Lutheran is blessed to have many of you doing a lot! We could not be the church we 

are without all of you. However, two areas of ministry normally reserved for pastors are now mov-

ing into a ministry from the people. The first is helping members develop the gift of preaching. On 

June 13 Bethany had its ninth member give the sermon. Mitchell Huston was that preacher and, of 

everyone who heard him, I am sure you would agree he was excellent. Before Mitchell gave his mes-

sage we worked together on what Mitchell believes and how he would share it. What came out of 

this experience was a person drawing closer to God, along with the congregation, in hearing God’s 

message. A time may be coming when Bethany might not be able to afford a full-time pastor. If that 

day arrives, having several members skilled in preaching will be a great blessing as backup for a 

potential part-time pastor. 

 The second area of developing ministry skills is in our Stephen Ministry. You have heard a 

lot about Stephen Ministry and will continue to hear more. All of us go through challenging experi-

ences. One of the ways we can receive the support and encouragement we need is to have someone 

reach out to us who understands what we are experiencing. A Stephen Minister is trained to listen 

and care for us. A Stephen Minister conveys to us that we are valued and that our trauma is real. 

My own training will be completed on August 6. There have been times when we have been able to 

help someone in their time of need. The feeling we receive when we do that is one of the best expe-

riences we will ever know. There have also been times when we have not been as successful. No one 

will be able to connect every time with everyone. This is one of the reasons Stephen Ministry is so 

vital. In Stephen Ministry the ministers are uniquely gifted people. Stephen Ministers are connected 

with the people they are best matched with. When a really good connection is made, the receiver 

will feel more comfortable to open up and freely share their world. 

 As I go through the training I grow in confidence about Stephen Ministry and my belief that 

it will really bless Bethany. In the meantime I lift us all up in prayer as we embrace our role in the 

ongoing work of God’s Kingdom. We may not always take the time to think about God’s vision for 

Bethany but God has one and is working in us to bring it to completion. If you are doing something 

for God even as we speak, I would love to hear what your ministry is. Maybe your giving the sermon 

is something God has planned for you. Or getting trained to be a Stephen Minister. Whatever work 

we do for God we, in turn, bless God, others, and ourselves in the doing of His  ministry. 

In Christ,  
Pastor Paul 
 
 

 

...equip the saints for the work of ministry,  

for building up the body of Christ. 

Ephesians 4:12 

 



 

1—Paul Hermansen; Jim Martin-

dale 

2—Warren Tharp 

3—Sydney Cox; Katelyn Drake; 

Savannah Jackson 

6—Sandra Sandy 

8—Amy Bloomer; Debbie Hoxie; 

Jackie Marion 

9—Todd Morehead 

13—Pamela Schwerin; Vanette 

Wooldridge 

14—Brody Johnson 

16—Claus Benninghoven 

19—Stephen Reichelt 

25—Carol Dodge 

26—Jeff Engle 

28—Kathy Beach 

30—Melissa Hopp; Michelle Hup-

penbauer; Bonnie Rosenberg; Bill 

Ward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14—Ginny and Art Mesecher; Dan 

and Julia Wischmeier 

16—Claus and Eleonore Benning-

hoven 

19—Chris and Shelley Wallace 

28—Jim and Sharon Martindale 

 

Head Ushers:   
Dan & Julia Wischmeier 

 
July Lead  
Usher: Jeff Engle 
 
Ushers  
4— 
11— 
18— 
25— 

 
Communion Assistants 
4— 
11— 
18— 
25— 

 
Children’s Sermons 
4— 
11— 
18— 
25— 

 
 
THIS SCHEDULE OF LAY 
LEADERS IS SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE DUE TO THE VI-
RUS. PLEASE CHECK BETH-
ANY’S FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR UPDATES OR CALL 
THE OFFICE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 
4— 
11— 
18— 
25— 

 
Lector  
4—Sue Hermansen 
11—Melissa Hopp 
18—Ron Kastner 
25—Todd Chelf 

 
Greeters 
4— 
11— 
18— 
25— 

 
Missionary Support 
4— 
11— 
18— 
25— 

 
Flowers 
4—Sue Hermansen 
11—Bill Mundt 
18—Julie Wischmeier 
25—Richard and Holly Wil-
liamson 

 
Altar Guild 
Marlys McClurg; Ann Zaiser; 
Donna Edgington; Marilyn 
Ward; Mitchell Huston 
 

July 2021 Lay Leaders 



 

3—Bill Taylor 

4—Gary Coleman; Jane Ward 

6—Tara Rosenberg; Abbey Tim-

berlake 

7—Ron Kastner; Joanne Schwarm 

8—Erin Mafra 

10—David Roberts 

12—Laurenn Beach; Addison 

Shepherd 

14—Dorothy Hopson; Tim Ru-

berg; Kamera Staub 

15—Randy Tharp 

16—Jeffrey Peterson 

18—Michael Rogers 

20—Nancy Mower 

21—Robert Roy 

22—Lila Janssen 

23—Justin Ward 

26—Barb West 

28—Tyler Bloomer; Brenda Kast-

ner; Bailee Morris; R. J. Staub 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4—Michael and Megan Rogers 

6—Todd and Teresa Morehead 

10—John and Michelle Schoof 

15—Thomas Holz and Nancy 

Robin 

18—Steven Quam and Rhonda 

Lynne Howard 

21—Paul and Sue Hermansen 

 

Head Ushers:   
Dan & Julia Wischmeier 

 
July Lead  
Usher: Bob Hoxie 
 
Ushers  
1— 
8— 
15— 
22— 
29— 

 
Communion Assistants 
1— 
8— 
15— 
22— 
29— 

 
Children’s Sermons 
1— 
8— 
15— 
22— 
29— 

 
 
THIS SCHEDULE OF LAY 
LEADERS IS SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE DUE TO THE VI-
RUS. PLEASE CHECK BETH-
ANY’S FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR UPDATES OR CALL 
THE OFFICE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 
1— 
8— 
15— 
22— 
29— 

 
Lector  
1—Jessica King 
8—Bob Hoxie 
15—Pam Taylor 
22—Carlene Woodside 
29—Sue Hermansen 

 
Greeters 
1— 
8— 
15— 
22— 
29— 

 
Missionary Support 
1— 
8— 
15— 
22— 
29— 

 
Flowers 
1—Richard and Holly Wil-
liamson 
8—Susan Swanson 
15—Marlys McClurg and 
Vanette Wooldridge 
22—Paul and Sue Herman-
sen 
29—Beverly and Duane 
Sherbondy 

 
Altar Guild 
Marlys McClurg; Kathy 
Beach; Jackie Marion; Ginny 
Mesecher; Mitchell Huston 
 

August 2021 Lay Leaders 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The meetings for July and August 
that have been scheduled as of the 
publishing of this newsletter are 
listed below.  Watch the bulletins for 
any date and time changes or addi-
tional meetings scheduled.   
 
WELCA 
TBA 
 
Outreach Committee 
Monday, July 12 and August 9, 5:30 
p.m. 
 
Finance Committee 
Wednesday, July 14, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Church Life Committee 
Monday, July 5 and August 2, 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Property Committee 
Monday, July 19 and August 16, 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Executive Committee 
TBA 
 
Church Council 
Sunday, August 15, 10:00 a.m. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, July 17 and August 21, 
8:00 a.m. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

     

FINANCIAL  
UPDATE 

 

 

JUNE 
ATTENDANCE 

 

 June 6  23  
 June 13  53 54 FB** 
 June 20  55 79 FB 
 June 27   72 64 FB 
   
  
  
    

JUNE 
GIVING   

 June 6  $   1,455.40 
 June 13   2,678.80 
 June 20    2,530.00 
 June 27 3,526.50 
 VANCO Offerings    1,600.00     
 Total    $ 11,790.70 
  
**Service watched on Facebook  
    

  

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
The deadline to submit information for the 

monthly Chimes is the 25th of the month.  You’re 
welcome to email your submissions, leave a note 
on the desk in the office, or call the church office.   

 

ALSO!  

Because of Federal Privacy laws, if you or a 

member of your family are hospitalized and 

would like the Pastor to visit, you must contact 

the church and let us know.  

If you change your mailing  

address, please let the office know 

ASAP.  For every returned piece of mail 

returned for an incorrect address, we 

Thank you for your generosity and 

faithful trust in God to provide your 

needs!  God believes in you and has a 

great future planned for Bethany. 


