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YOUTH EVENT
LAST WEEKEND OF FEBRUARY

Let Us Pray for the Following Members and Friends of BCUMC!
This list is provided by our Congregational Care Network of Brentwood Community UMC.
If you want to add names or make any change in this list,
please contact Linda Barnhill at 634-8521 or Michael Ann Honea at 516-9541.
Diane Hutchison,
Cliff Fortner,
James Collins,
Mary Bronzan,
Norma Hall,
Vernon Noble,
Joan Peterson,
Gerald Peterson,
Helen Curtis,
Joyce Heflin,
Phil & Nancy White

2015 February Worship & Preaching Schedule
Liturgical Calendar
February 1 (Green)
Fourth Sunday after the
Epiphany
February 8 (Green)
Fifth Sunday after the
Epiphany
February 15 (White)
Transfiguration Sunday
February 18 [Purple]
Ash Wednesday
February 22 [Purple]
First Sunday in Lent

Scripture Text
Mark 1:21-28
Mark 1:29-39
Mark 9:2-9
Matthew
6:1-6, 16–21
Mark 1:9-15

Sermon Title

Connect with God –
Ministry of Word

Worship Acts

Holy Communion

Serve the World –
Ministry of Serving
Growing Into Christ –
Ministry of Nurturing
From Ash to Life
Making Home in God –
In Wilderness

Imposition of Ash
In 7pm Worship
Service
New Members Sunday

Guatemala Medical Mission News
The medical mission trip that Marcie Lukacs and Paul Slay went on last year is looking for new volunteers
for this year’s trip to Guatemala. The team has confirmed the dates of the trip as July 24-August 2nd with
our hosts in Guatemala. The approximate cost of the trip is $1,800, which can be raised through fundraising
efforts. The team is planning to work in the same two communities (Nueva Covadonga and San Juan
Cerritos), and, if they have enough doctors, they will likely add one more community. Medical experience
is NOT required.
If you have any questions, please contact the team leaders whose information is below.
Mari Ward
(925) 813-0205 cell
mariward76@gmail.com

Jan Pearson
(925) 825-3956 home
janpearson@earthlink.net

◆ Pastor’s Letter ◆
Dear	
  Beloved	
  Family	
  of	
  BCUMC	
  
	
  
“Make	
  Home	
  in	
  God”	
  is	
  the	
  overall	
  theme	
  for	
  Lent	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  chosen	
  for	
  this	
  year!	
  “Home”	
  is	
  where	
  our	
  
hearts	
  are.	
  “Home”	
  is	
  where	
  we	
  rest	
  fully.	
  “Home”	
  is	
  where	
  we	
  feel	
  safe,	
  refreshed	
  and	
  empowered.	
  
But	
  we	
  know	
  our	
  worldly	
  homes	
  are	
  not	
  always	
  like	
  that.	
  Some	
  are	
  broken,	
  weak	
  and	
  stressful!	
  During	
  
Lent,	
  I	
  hope	
  and	
  pray	
  that	
  we	
  begin	
  our	
  journey	
  together	
  to	
  restore	
  our	
  HOMEs	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  model	
  
HOME	
  that	
  God	
  has	
  designed.	
  
	
  
Lent	
  begins	
  with	
  Ash	
  Wednesday	
  on	
  February	
  18th	
  when	
  we	
  will	
  have	
  Ash	
  Wednesday	
  Service	
  at	
  7pm.	
  
“Ash	
  Wednesday	
  is	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  the	
  Lenten	
  journey	
  of	
  forty	
  weekdays	
  (Monday	
  through	
  Saturday)	
  that	
  
takes	
  the	
  church	
  to	
  the	
  eve	
  of	
  Easter.	
  While	
  Sundays	
  in	
  the	
  Christian	
  Year	
  are	
  always	
  "little	
  Easter"	
  
celebrations	
  (and	
  thus	
  we	
  refer	
  to	
  Sundays	
  IN	
  Lent	
  rather	
  than	
  Sundays	
  OF	
  Lent),	
  Sundays	
  are	
  still	
  fast	
  
days	
  during	
  this	
  season.	
  
	
  
Ash	
  Wednesday	
  is	
  about	
  corporate	
  penitence	
  and	
  facing	
  our	
  mortality.	
  We	
  confront	
  our	
  mortality	
  and	
  
our	
  sinfulness,	
  and	
  we	
  do	
  this	
  together.	
  We	
  acknowledge	
  and	
  embrace	
  our	
  mortality	
  through	
  the	
  
imposition	
  of	
  ashes	
  as	
  a	
  corporate	
  sign	
  of	
  our	
  corporate	
  acknowledgment	
  and	
  repentance,	
  both	
  
individual	
  and	
  corporate.	
  We	
  confess	
  and	
  turn	
  away	
  from	
  our	
  sinfulness	
  through	
  confession	
  and	
  
pardon.	
  These	
  two	
  actions—embracing	
  our	
  mortality	
  and	
  acknowledging	
  and	
  turning	
  from	
  our	
  sin—
are	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  this	
  service.	
  They	
  are	
  our	
  primary	
  preparation	
  for	
  Holy	
  Communion	
  that	
  follows,	
  and	
  
the	
  taking	
  up	
  of	
  our	
  personal	
  and	
  corporate	
  disciplines	
  of	
  discipling	
  throughout	
  this	
  season”	
  (p.	
  321	
  
The	
  United	
  Methodist	
  Book	
  of	
  Worship)	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  excited	
  about	
  several	
  things	
  in	
  February.	
  First	
  of	
  all	
  we	
  will	
  receive	
  two	
  new	
  families	
  as	
  our	
  
members	
  on	
  Feb	
  22nd	
  New	
  Members	
  Sunday.	
  The	
  Youth	
  Group	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  30	
  Hours	
  Famine	
  on	
  
27th	
  and	
  28th.	
  We	
  have	
  three	
  people	
  from	
  our	
  church	
  who	
  participate	
  in	
  Stephen	
  Ministry	
  Training,	
  
which	
  is	
  held	
  at	
  Concord	
  UMC	
  over	
  8	
  months.	
  We	
  will	
  have	
  three	
  Lenten	
  Studies	
  in	
  small	
  groups	
  
(information	
  is	
  included	
  in	
  this	
  newsletter).	
  	
  
	
  
Let	
  us	
  be	
  thankful	
  for	
  the	
  season	
  and	
  our	
  lovely	
  community!	
  
Your Pastor, Hyesung

THE DAY THE CHURCH LEFT THE BUILDING
by Charlene Dobson
Remember the campaign of a few years ago when the Methodist Church
asked the question, “What if the church left the building......?
One day a small group of UMW women started putting a basket in front
of the Altar each month on Communion Sunday and asked the
congregation to fill it with cans of food and to bring gently used clothing
to fill the a basket in the Fellowship Hall. These items were delivered to
Shepherd’s Gate.
Then came Hope House. The ladies turned their focus there, and Mercy Hall was born. One of their own
was sent to organize and run the operation. You know her……..Robin.
Other ministries have been going on for several years that are not as well known. Each year at Christmas
time, teddy bears are delivered to Kaiser neonatal intensive care unit in Oakland for the sick babies. The
parents are so delighted. Last year, or was it the year before last, a whole bunch of teddy bears were
hand-carried to the children in the Philippines that had suffered thru the tsunami that year. A picture of
those kids is on the bulletin board in Mercy Hall. This year the UMW ladies delivered 100 teddy bears to
the children of Hope House. This ministry is supported by the cookies that you bake and the cookies you
buy every December when we have the Cookie Walk.
Another ministry supported by the Cookie Walk is the Angel Tree project. Money raised is sent to this
organization, a prison ministry that buys toys and presents for prisoners’ children. They match every dollar
that we send.
The picture above is about the ministry of Jacob’s Well. With money raised from your participation in this
fundraiser, every $100 buys a filtering unit for four families in Africa. The money is sent to UMCOR for
distribution. This ministry has been going on for several years--and if you want to contribute to this project,
put your donation in Jacob’s Well in Mercy Hall. It is regularly checked for donations. Money received
from our recycling cans and bottles is going to Jacob's Well also, so you can contribute by bringing your
empties to the container in the kitchen or leaving a bag full in Mercy Hall.
Then, if you have a friend, neighbor or family to remember, you can always buy a card from the card rack
right inside the door of Fellowship Hall for a little donation of $2.00 per card. This is the “Thinking of
You” ministry.
The ladies of the UMW have continued to provide you with an
opportunity to support ministries here in our community and abroad,
touching the lives of people we will never know. So if you eat one of our
salads in our salad lunches, buy a baked potato at The Potato Bake or a
hot dog at our summer picnic, called Hot Diggity Dog, you are in
mission too, and the ladies that continue year after year to provide these
opportunities thank you.

YES, BCUMC HAS LEFT THE BUILDING!
FINAL WORDS
by Adam Hamilton
Each chapter in this book begins with a biblical account followed by a first person story
as might have been told by the viewpoint of one of the characters at the foot of the Cross.
Then the chapter explores the meaning for our lives today,

Friday Morning Lenten Study - in the Quiet Room - February 20 – April 3rd - 10 a.m.

RECONCILING CONGREGATION
by Martin Tucker
I thank those who commented favorably about my first two informational pieces regarding Reconciling
Congregations. Some very interesting related information is in the January 26 issue of TIME magazine under
the title "A Change of Heart". If you can find a copy of the magazine you can read about how evangelical
churches are trying to cope with society's changing attitudes.
I contacted the Claremont UMC, asking if they would send me the statement
we had adopted in 1993. There are two versions as follows: (I also have
other samples.)
1. The Sunday bulletin each week: WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE
HERE! Claremont United Methodist Church is a welcoming and
reconciling congregation, affirming its ministry with the whole family of
God regardless of age, race, ethnic origin; gender, economic situation,
sexual orientation, or marital status. Claremont United Methodist Church
believes its diversity is a blessing through which persons are strengthened to
love and serve.
2. The Claremont United Methodist Church Statement of Reconciliation.
Luke 10:27 says "....You shall love God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with your
strength, and with all our mind, and your neighbor as yourself." In this spirit, we acknowledge that each
person is a member of God's family, and a recipient of God's love and grace. Therefore, we members of the
Claremont United Methodist Church strive to draw all people into this loving relationship with God, and to
be a community which embodies love, reconciliation, and justice for all people.
We proclaim that all people are created in the image of God and affirm that all people regardless of
age, economic status, ethnicity, gender, abilities, marital status, race or sexual orientation are beloved
children of God
We seek to insure a world where families are nurtured, children are protected, caring relationships are
valued, all people are welcomed, and where silenced voices are heard.
We affirm the inclusion of lesbian and gay men, their families and friends within our church
community. (Editor's note: needs to be updated. MT) We invite the participation of all people in the life of
the church and strive to utilize the many and varied gifts and talents of all members and friends of CUMC.
We acknowledge sexuality as one of God's good gifts to humankind and confess our discomfort with
issues related to sexuality.
We pray that the Holy Spirit which call us to become a reconciling people will continue to create in
us at CUMC a vital, active and caring ministry, allowing us with our diverse congregation of young families
and children, youth and young adult, middle aged and older couples and singles to serve as a model for
others.
We profess to be followers of Christ who are seeking to reflect Christ's love through the welcome we
extend to all. In the spirit of Christ, we proclaim God's grace and join in a ministry of reconciliation.

ACOLYTE AND CRUCIFER SCHEDULE
Date
2/1
2/8
2/15
2/22

Acolyte
Nate Clarke
Wren Driscoll
Jacob Lukacs
Ogechi Ekpemiro

Crucifer
Ike Esomonu
Murphy Slay
Sam Lukacs
Chineyere Ekpemiro

SUNDAY MORNING BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
by Mel Strong and Charlene Dobson
On February 8th we will start a Lenten Study. We will be using Flora Wuellners book “Forgiveness,
the Passionate Journey” as our text. She uses Jesus' nine Beatitudes from the Gospel of Matthew as her guide
for each chapter in her book.
Flora Wuellner is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ and a former faculty member
at the Pacific School of Religion in Berkley. She has a Specialized Ministry in Spiritual Renewal and Inner
Healing. She is a teacher, retreat leader, spiritual director and author.
Flora Wuellners’ work reflects a deep understanding of the human condition and what Jesus' teaching
has to say about it. I encourage everyone to take advantage of this opportunity for Spiritual Growth and
Christian Fellowship.
Books for the class are five dollars. The books are used, from Amazon, but just like new; a couple
may have a paragraph or two highlighted.
Hope you will be joining us.

A Valentine
1 Steve Bronzan
2 Jan Nixon
8 Jeff Schults
9 Kevin Gray
11 Mary Jean Spediacci
13 Blake Kurz
14 Hannah Bartlebaugh
14 Veronica Hanel
16 Mark Azevedo
26 Lorraine Campbell
28 Martin Tucker

by Joe Kick

Sometimes I like to imagine we are all
Living in the heart of God.
I like to imagine that for God
Every day is Valentine's Day.
I like to imagine that all
The diversity and colors and cultures
And ideas and feelings and beliefs that we all
Are and hold and cherish
Are simply wonderful and colorful costumes
And disguises - that God wears
In the grand theater play
The Oscar nominated movie
That we call Life.
I like to imagine that when we share
Love with one another
It is simply God - loving
Herself, himself, yourself, myself,
And all selves. It's all good. All God.
Happy Valentine's Day!
© Joe Kick – 2014

!

14 Marcie & Julius Lukacs
21 Joani & Tom Johnson

On Wednesday, February 25th, at 7 pm the UMW
Priscilla circle, together with the High School Youth girls,
will host an opportunity to join with all women of the church
to share love. We’ll make snuggle blankets, assemble Project
Night Night bundles, and assemble ‘Birthday in a Bag’ kits
for delivery to Shepherd’s Gate and Hope House.
Donations of lightly used children’s books, stuffed
animals, fleece fabric, cake mix, frosting, candles, character
plates/napkins, “Happy Birthday” signs/decorations/party
hats, gift bags, and small children’s gifts will be greatly
appreciated!
Look for a bin in the narthex, or contact Jackie
Azevedo or Jennifer Dunn.

WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN STUDY
REVIVAL: Faith as Wesley Lived It
By Rev. Adam Hamilton
Wednesdays -- February 25th–April 1st -- 7:00-8:30 pm
Study Leader: Pastor Hyesung Lee
Book and DVD on spiritual renewal with the United Methodist founder John
Wesley’s life and spiritual journey. Study Book: $12

Acolyte and Crucifer
Installation
Sunday, January 25, 2015
Pictured with Pastor Hyesung:
Aidan Dunn, Murphy Slay,
Chineyere Ekpemiro, Ike Esomonu,
Sam Lukacs, Audrey Dunn,
Alex Dunn, Jamie Feldermann,
Jacob Lukacs, and Ogechi Ekpemiro
Missing: Wren Driscoll, Nate Clarke

TRIVIA, TREAT, AND TREASURES A SUCCESS
by Patti Bartlebaugh
On Saturday January 10th about 50 people showed up to answer Trivia questions,
eat delicious treats and try their chances on getting some great Gift Baskets. After two
rounds of questions the team made up of Marcie and Julius Lukacs, Rick, Jennifer and Audrey (the ringer)
Dunn won the first place prize of $100. They donated their prize money the Compassionate Project Child
that BCUMC Youth are sponsoring. After two tough tie breaking rounds the team of Rosemary and Josh
Wood, Alvin Simas and Diane Lee won the second place prize of $60.
The Ultimate winners of the night were the UMW who raised over $1,100. An anonymous donor
had fulfilled the Pastor pledge commitment so all money raised will go to UMW Mission Projects that help
women, children and youth around the world. This was a great time, and don’t worry if you missed it
because another one is planned for January 2016!

UMW UNIT GATHERING
A unit gathering combining the Jesse Lee and Priscilla Circles met to have a
Planning meeting and Pledge Service after eating a delicious lunch provided by
Roxanne Simas and Rosemary Wood. It was decided for some of their fundraisers
this year UMW would “Leave the Building” helping with crafts at the Good Guys
Car Shows and selling snacks at the Brentwood Pony league baseball games.
Additionally, mark your calendars for the annual UMW Salad Luncheon on Sunday May 3rd and Fruits of
Brentwood, Jams, Jelly and Baked Goods Sale on Sunday August 30th. All money raised will support
mission projects such as HOPE House, Mercy Hall, Congregational Care Network (CCN) and other mission
projects supporting women, children and youth.
The Circles of UMW will come together on the following days
Sunday March 15th-Call to Prayer and Self Denial
Sunday September 20th Social Justice
Sunday November 1st- World Thank Offering
A Bead and a Prayer –Prayer bead workshop is being planned for the summer.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
A status review of the activities of the Finance Committee is "Good News"! We were able to manage
our finances in 2014 to meet the budget adjustments required to support our new full-time pastor; pay our full
10% Apportionments for the year; and support growing expenses related to our growing church activities and
missions. This success could not be achieved without the generous giving of time and money by our members.
Thank you all.
We also had extra financial support from UMW and UMM during the year
as both groups raised extra funding that kicked us over the top. Many thanks for
these special efforts.
The 2015 pledge drive was successful and should provide funding through
the year to meet support needs for the projected new growth activities at BCUMC.
The 2015 finance budget has been finalized and approved.
Carey Hutchison
Chair, Finance Committee

Our first Youth meeting of the year was very successful, with a total of 28 participants that went to Sky
High. We reviewed our expectations of the group, welcomed new members, and had some quality
fellowship. Our next event will be a Youth Drop In on February 13th.
The Youth Group will be hosting a Fat Tuesday Dinner Fundraiser on February 17th at 5:30pm. We
will have pancakes with all of the fixings, and other scrumptious delights. Suggested donations are $5
per person or $20 per family.
30 Hour Famine will be held during the last weekend of February. The UMW will be hosting a
dinner at the end of the famine at 5pm. Come hear about the experiences of the youth after they
have fasted for 30 hours and participated in numerous activities.

SPONSOR A YOUTH
Our annual SSP (Sierra Service Project) trip is coming in March and we are headed up to Oregon this
year. If you are interested in sponsoring a youth to participate in this unforgettable trip, please contact the
Youth Ministry Team at youth@brentwoodumc.org With scholarships from SSP and the many
fundraisers the Youth have worked, the remaining cost per participant is $125 for 6 days of fellowship,
service, and youthful fun!

Statement of Inclusion:
Because we believe that no one is excluded from God’s love
and that all may come who hear the Shepherd’s voice (John 10:1-18), so we affirm:
In keeping with the spirit and teachings of Jesus Christ and with United
Methodist principles, the Brentwood Community United Methodist Church
welcomes all persons into our fellowship.
Resident Bishop: Warner H. Brown, Jr.
El Camino Real District Superintendent: Kristie Olah
Pastor: Hyesung Lee; Lay Leader: Julius Lukacs
Secretary: Debra Urzua
	
  
The	
  Mission	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  Methodist	
  Church	
  
is	
  to	
  make	
  disciples	
  of	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  for	
  the	
  transformation	
  of	
  the	
  world.	
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Brentwood, CA 94513

TIME DATED MATERIAL

