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March 2015
YOUTH SERVICE
Sunday ♱ March 8th ♱ 12:00
Aidan Dunn will give the sermon on

Acceptance
SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT

Sierra Service Project: Building faith and strengthening
communities through service to others.

Let Us Pray for the Following Members and Friends of BCUMC!
This list is provided by our Congregational Care Network of Brentwood Community UMC.
If you want to add names or make any change in this list,
please contact Linda Barnhill at 634-8521 or Michael Ann Honea at 516-9541.
Diane Hutchison,
Vernon Noble,

Cliff Fortner,
Joan Peterson,

James Collins,
Helen Curtis,

Norma Hall,
Phil & Nancy White

Our prayers are continued for the family of Mary Bronzan whom we have dearly loved and respected.
May God bless Lou and the family members with everlasting love and warm memories!

2015 MARCH WORSHIP & PREACHING SCHEDULE
DATE

SCRIPTURE

March 1 [Purple]
Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16;
Mark 8:31-38

March 8 [Purple]
Third Sunday in Lent

Exodus 20:1-17;
John 2:13-22

March 15 [Purple]
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22 [Purple]
Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 29 [Red or
Purple]
Passion/Palm Sunday
April 5, 2015 [White]
Easter Sunday

SERMON TITLE
Making a Home in
God – Abraham’s
Journey
Making a Home in
God – Moses’ Journey

Numbers 21:4-9;
Making a Home in
John 3:14-21
God – Israel’s Journey
Guest Preacher: Micheal Pope
(Lay Leader of Concord UMC)
*Pastor will be out of town for Sierra Service
Project with Youth Group!
Making a Home in
Isiah 40:4-9;
God – Journey of the
Mark 11:1-11
Suffering Servant
1Corinthians
Making a Home in
15:1-11
God – Journey from
John 20:1-18
No Room to Empty
Tomb

WORSHIP ACTS
-Holy Communion
-Commissioning of Holy
Currencies Team
-Youth: 30 Hr Famine Report
-Girl Scout Sunday
-Youth: Stock Market Report
-Youth Service at 12pm
-Holy Currencies Survey A
-One Great Hour of Sharing
-Young Disciple Time: JoAnn
Funk (Ad Council Chair)
-Holy Currencies Survey B
-Palm Sunday
-Easter Sunrise Service at the
home of Julius and Marcie
Lukacs

ACOLYTE AND CRUCIFER SCHEDULE
Date
3/1
3/8
3/15
3/22
3/29
4/5
4/12
4/19
4/26

Acolyte
Jamie Feldermann
Audrey Dunn
Alex Dunn
Ogechi Ekpemero
Nate Clarke
Wren Driscoll
Jacob Lukacs
Ogechi Ekpemero
Jamie Feldermann

Crucifer
Sam Lukacs
Aidan Dunn
Ike Esomonu
Chineyere Ekpemiro
Ike Esomonu
Murphy Slay
Sam Lukacs
Chineyere Ekpemiro
Aidan Dunn

◆ Pastor’s Letter ◆
Dear Beloved Family of BCUMC
May God walk with you during your Lenten journey! I met a professor during Lenten Worship
Workshop at Pacific School of Religion in early January. Her daughter, 3rd grader at the time, said to
her mom, “I CAN’T wait for the Lent to begin!” Being surprised, the mom asked, “You are so looking
forward the beginning of Lent this year?” “Yes, mom,” she confirmed. “Why is that?” Her daughter
responded, “Because I can do something wonderful every day for God during the whole Lent!” With a
big smile on her face, her daughter was filled with such a joy and anticipation! What a great way to start
Lenten journey!
Lenten is a time when we reflect on the meaning of following Jesus Christ. It encourages us to imitate
Jesus more in our words and actions. The way we see our changes in following Jesus would be to see
changes in our relationships and in our mental, spiritual and even physical health, etc. It takes time. It
takes practice. It takes repeated actions day after day.
In order to make our journey communal one, I suggested the following list of things for Lenten-To-DoList on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. I have seen some members who have chosen a couple of
things from the list and practiced every day. It is not too late to start. Let’s do it together.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Ask your children / family members for their three prayer requests and pray for them!
Read the Gospel of Luke one chapter a day with United Methodist Men!	
  
Participating in small group spiritual journeys!	
  
Send one card each day to someone who needs your friendship, care, love or thanksgiving!	
  
Read one Psalm each day and pray based on the pleas found in the reading!	
  
Fast one meal a day and send the meal money to H.O.P.E. HOUSE	
  
Exercise one hour each day and be proud about it! 	
  

Let us connect, grow and serve in one spirit as the Body of Christ!
Your Pastor, Hyesung

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Kayla, Doug and Valerie Umana and Diana Lane with
Lay Leader Julius Lukacs, Membership Secretary Shirley Gray and Pastor Hyesung Lee

SUNDAY MORNING DISCUSSION GROUP
The 9am Sunday morning book discussion group is currently reading and discussing Flora Wuellner’s
book Forgiveness, the Passionate Journey as a Lenten Study. Mel Strong and Charlene Dobson are jointly
facilitating the class. Everyone is invited and encouraged to join us. Just "Come on Down" to the youth room
and enjoy our spirited discussions and Christian Fellowship. Hope you will be joining us.
Mel and Charlene

We are looking . . . . . .
for someone with computer skills who might be interested in working
one day a week checking in our clients. Shirley Gray is presently
doing it both Monday and Wednesday and would like to cut back to
one day a week. We would train and help anyone interested.
Also, if you have a truck and would be interested in being a
back up driver to pick up on Fridays or Saturdays or Sundays, HOPE
House could use you.
Our ministry is growing and we would love to have you be a
part of this rewarding experience. We encourage anyone with some
free time to join us! If interested, please contact Robin Vaughan at
925-634-6409.

UMW, MORNING GROUP, SAYS GOODBYE TO MARY BRONZAN
by Dorothy Leonard
Tuesday morning, February 10, in the Fireside Room, was a time to "Remember Mary".
Mary once said she had been a UMW member all her life, as she was enrolled in her Mother's UMW
when she was born, in Stockton. She served as past president of UMW
and taught Sunday School for many years at BCUMC.
Mary met her husband, Lou, at College of Pacific, a Methodist
College at that time, where her father was a professor. After college
graduation, she went to Connecticut to attend Yale School of Nursing
and received her Masters in Nursing and her RN.
Lou and Mary were married after World War II and came to
Brentwood in 1957. Lou came to Liberty High School to teach. They
have five children, and several grandchildren and great grandchildren.
In our time on Tuesday, we shared our feelings of love and
the experiences we had with Mary. We sang two of her favorite hymns:
"Beneath The Cross Of Jesus" and "Breathe On Me Breath Of God".
One of Mary's Favorite Bible Verses:
What Does the Lord require of You? To Act Justly and to Love Mercy
and To Walk Humbly With Your God Micah 6:8

UMW READING PROGRAM “CHASING CHAOS”
by Patti Bartlebaugh
The March meeting of Priscilla Circle will be at 7 pm March 18th at
the home of Jan Schults. Patti Bartlebaugh will lead the program, which
will be a discussion about the book “Chasing Chaos-My Decade in and out
of Humanitarian Aid” by Jessica Alexander.
Jessica Alexander arrived in Rwanda in the aftermath of the 1994
genocide as an idealistic intern, eager to contribute to the work of the
international humanitarian aid community. But the world that she
encountered in the field was dramatically different than anything she could
have imagined. It was messy, chaotic, and difficult—but she was hooked.
In this honest and irreverent memoir, she introduces readers to the
realities of life as an aid worker. We watch as she manages a 24,000-person
camp in Darfur, collects evidence for the Charles Taylor trial in Sierra
Leone, and contributes to the massive aid effort to clean up a shattered
Haiti. But we also see the alcohol-fueled parties and fleeting romances, the
burnouts and self-doubt, and the struggle to do good in places that have
long endured suffering.
Tracing her personal journey from wide-eyed and naïve newcomer to
hardened cynic and, ultimately, to hopeful but critical realist, Alexander transports readers to some of the
most troubled locations around the world and shows us not only the seemingly impossible challenges, but
also the moments of resilience and recovery.
This book is from the UMW Reading Program. I encourage women to get a copy and read it before
the meeting. If you don’t, please come anyway and join in the discussion.

The theme of our next Youth Service Sunday,
March 8th at noon will be Acceptance. Aidan
Dunn will be giving the sermon, so stick around after
the regular service to see our youth in action!
Friday, March 6th, all Youth attending Sierra Service
Project will be required to go to Orientation with a
parent. The required SSP Training will also be held
Sunday, March 15th from 9-noon. We will be doing
a few projects around the church to prepare us for the
Weekend of Service.
We will also work at the craft booth of the Pleasanton
car show on March 29th, to raise funds for the Youth
Program.

SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT-VERNONIA, OREGON
Two vans of 24 youth and their leaders will be heading up to Oregon, to
serve the people of Vernonia, at the end of March for their Weekend of Service
program. Vernonia is located on the Nehalem River on the eastern side of the
Northern Oregon Coast Range, near the Washington border. It is one of the
most important timber producing areas of the state, and logging has played an
important part in the history of the town. It is a small community with just over
2,000 residents.
The city has been severely impacted by floods on multiple occasions. It suffered damage from the
Willamette Valley Flood of 1996 and heavy storms impacted the region in 2007 washing out roads and
destroying homes, cars, and communications. Although they had made preparations for floods after 1996, in
some parts of the town, floodwater reached 4 feet above the 100-year base flood elevation in 2007.
Vernonia has appeared in several movies, including Twilight.
GREEN AND YELLOW HILLS
I went out hiking the other day
It was February, but felt more like May.
And cows watched me - as I went on my way.
I felt the Presence in those hills
It helped my mind to be a little more still.
And when God calls I hope to say "I will."
Exercise helps to keep us strong
It can lift our hearts to sing a song
And know that God is with us - all day long.

2 Ogechi Ekpemiro
10 Barbara Pinkston
12 Rick Dunn
15 Marjorie Walton
18 Myron Sorenson
24 Nate Clarke
25 Chu Ekpemiro
25 Don Fraley
26 Annalise Hanel
29 Charlie Johnson

© Joe Kick - 2015

!

18 Lisa & Paul Slay
26 Robin Harmell & Loren Jenks

UBUNTU* WEEKEND OF
SERVICE WITH UMW
by Cheryl Breitenbucher
On a rainy Friday evening, Patti Bartlebaugh, Jennifer
Dunn, and myself headed to the Waller Center in San Francisco
to experience a weekend of service and fellowship. With the
weather and traffic, we arrived a bit later than we had planned,
and showed up right as they were serving dinner. We quickly
joined in, and met the rest of our group totaling 10 women
representing churches from Modesto, Fremont, and San
Jose. After dinner, we had some discussion about our expectations about the weekend and how to work with
people who may have different views than our own. We then broke into smaller groups and prepared lunch
for the next day, which included a lot of chopping!
Most of the group got up early the next morning to serve at Glide, and the rest of us met up with the
entire group afterwards at the Mary Elizabeth Inn. We had a great tour of the home, which just celebrated its
100th anniversary. Lizzie Glide set it up in 1914, naming it after her two daughters. They provide affordable,
safe housing, supportive services, and free meals to formerly homeless women who are single. She then
donated the Inn to the United Methodist Church, and they still hold the deed to the property. After the tour,
half of the group served lunch to the women who live there.
We walked the 10 blocks to the Gum Moon Women's Residence to serve lunch to the women who
live at that residence. While they ate, we sat down and chatted with them, learning a bit about their lives, and
how some of them had come to America. Their stories were very interesting.
After we had a chance to eat, we received a tour of the Gum Moon residence and the Asian Women's
Resource Center (AWRC). Gum Moon was founded in 1868 to meet the needs of the Asian Immigrant
Community-specifically the struggles of the early Chinese railroad laborers, but it has endured many
changes over the years and now helps address the unmet needs of women and children in geographic and
social transition. Although they have served mainly the Chinatown community, it is open to all women. We
met women from Nepal, Morocco, and Taiwan.
Following our tour, we walked a few blocks to the beautiful Grace Cathedral. We had some quiet
reflective time walking the labyrinth. We drove by Mission Delores, which we had planned to tour, but they
had closed for the day. We headed back to the Waller Center and had a hearty dinner, discussing our day.
The next morning, our group went to church at Bethany UMC-a reconciling
congregation. The church is a modern building from the outside, but inside a beautiful
wooden ceiling full of old fashioned stained glass windows takes your breath
away. The congregation was quite small (about 20), which surprised us, but the message
was uplifting. I can still hear the pastor saying, "Wait. Hope. Wait."
Patti, Jen, and I had a fulfilling weekend, and had a chance to get to know one
another better. We have several ideas for the future that we hope to put into action and it was powerful to see
the programs that UMW supports.
* Ubuntu: Nguni Bantu term roughly translating to "human kindness." It is an idea from the Southern African region
which means literally "human-ness," and is often translated as "humanity toward others," but is often used in a more
philosophical sense to mean "the belief in a universal bond of sharing that connects all humanity".

HOLY CURRENCIES – COMING SOON!
by Jennifer Dunn
Money is what we normally think of when we hear ‘Currency’, but Eric Law, author of “Holy
Currencies – 6 Blessings for Sustainable Missional Ministries,” provides five additional currencies we
believe are vital to the growth of our congregation:
Relationship,
Truth,
Wellness,
Gracious Leadership and
Time/Place.
Led by Carey Hutchinson, a team from BCUMC
has joined Antioch, Byron, Pittsburg and Martinez
UMCs for the training to utilize all of these currencies
as we seek to connect, grow and serve through
BCUMC. Over the coming year, we will periodically
engage all participants at BCUMC in this process.
Starting this month, we need all of your help in completing our first homework, on Relationships!
Don’t worry; this homework will actually make you feel good. On Sunday, March 15th, we will ask
everyone to note 5 people within the church for whom you want to give thanks for their friendship. Then, on
Sunday, March 22nd, we will ask everyone to note up to five people within our local community (but outside
BCUMC congregation) for whom we are grateful. We will collect cards during the service and throughout
the week; all responses will be kept confidential.
Thank you for sharing openly. We appreciate everyone’s help in building BCUMC’s resources in all
of these valuable currencies! If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to discuss with any of
our BCUMC team: Pastor Hyesung Lee, Carey Hutchinson, Patti Bartlebaugh, Dennis Buckley, Charlene
Dobson, Jennifer Dunn, or Jan Schults.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
FAITH * HOPE * LOVE in Action
by Roxanna Simas
We are women in Christ living a life of Faith, Hope and Love.
Our mission work helps women and youth through our pledges and
offerings. We do mission work right here at BCUMC in several ways: donating to HOPE House,
Mercy Hall, youth group, Congregational Care Network and memorials. Our mission work outside
of our church is done all around the world. To learn more about United Methodist Women, log on
to cnumwconference.weebly.com or elcaminorealdistrictumw.umcchurches.org
It’s time for call to prayer and self-denial. We will all gather on Sunday, March 15th, at
12:15 for a simple lunch and our program “A gesture of gratitude.” Our offerings this year will go
toward the pensions and health care of retired deaconesses and missionaries. All women of the
church are invited to attend.
Looking ahead – The program for the Priscilla Circle April meeting will be “It’s starting to
look a little green.” The meeting will be at JoAnn Funk’s, 992 Finn Way, Brentwood. Her phone
number is 513-0020. You won’t want to miss it!

THANKS
TO CCN (CONGREGATIONAL CARE NETWORK)
AND SPRC (STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE)!
From Pastor Hyesung
CCN and SPRC worked together to provide our first time WELCOME NIGHT FOR NEW FAMILIES
WITH KIDS! Friday, February 20th, five new families with kids gathered together with our members for
dinner, games, introductions to Sunday School and Youth program, Church ministries and missions. A total
of 27 people attended. Thanks to CCN for the fantastic dinner and SPRC for excellent leadership!

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
by JoAnn Funk
The volunteer leaders of our church meet quarterly throughout the year
to share their good works, communicate with each other, and discuss future
needs. We thought you might like to hear about some of the reports from the
various leaders.
Stewardship reports that we have a small surplus and that’s good news.
(See a separate article in this issue concerning “Holy Currencies”.)
Lay Leader Julius tells us the pastor and he have begun family visits, and a small group is forming
around the book Parenting Teens in a Confusing Culture.
The Youth Team meets twice monthly for various activities including Santa Cruz Christian Concert
and a Pay-it-forward event. The future holds a Sierra Service Project in Oregon helping a community
rebuild after a flood and a trip to Glide Memorial in May.
The highlight of the H.O.P.E. House news was that some special needs students from Liberty H.S.
have been given the opportunity to help by bagging groceries. Staff is working on a card to give to people
in need telling about the services provided by H.O.P.E. House.
Love God team tells us that there will be another Easter Sunrise service at the Lukacs’ house led by
youth as well as a Youth Worship Service on March 8th.
Serve the World is excited by the news that we will have a Volunteer in Mission with Michael Ann
Honea going to Guatemala! We all want to support her.
UMW has doubled in size in the past two years. President Patti Bartlebaugh reports that most
pledges were in, giving our church the ability to support many ministries and missions. Teens and UMW
women met to work on two missions: Bed-in-a-bag (blankie, book, stuffed animal) and Birthday-in-a-bag
(cake, candles, banner, and present) for children of homeless or abused women.
UMM are ramping up for the annual Bean Feed March 1st to raise funds for scholarships. They are
forming a committee to discuss Reconciling Congregation.
Trustees emphasized that it is a big job taking care of a 150-year-old building. Maintenance
includes needed repair of a leak over the front door, and a stove for the parsonage.
Merry Methodists find it hard to choose a date in our busy calendar, but stay tuned this spring!
We find rewards in hearing what we have accomplished and what we are planning for the future.

Statement of Inclusion:
Because we believe that no one is excluded from God’s love
and that all may come who hear the Shepherd’s voice (John 10:1-18), so we affirm:
In keeping with the spirit and teachings of Jesus Christ and with United
Methodist principles, the Brentwood Community United Methodist Church
welcomes all persons into our fellowship.
Resident Bishop: Warner H. Brown, Jr.
El Camino Real District Superintendent: Kristie Olah
Pastor: Hyesung Lee ✞ Lay Leader: Julius Lukacs
Secretary: Debra Urzua
The Mission of the United Methodist Church
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Brentwood Community
United Methodist Church
809 Second Street
Brentwood, CA 94513
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