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PASTOR’S CORNER

By Luke Smith

Psalm 138:1 "l give thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart.."

November quickly approaches. Perhaps you have already begun looking for a good deal on a
turkey? Thanksgiving marks not only the beginning of the Christmas shopping season, but it
remains a time when people from across our community pause to give thanks to God.

| am grateful for the kind and generous encouragement for "Pastor Appreciation". Please
know that | feel appreciated!

In the coming days and weeks there are a number of events. On Monday, October 28th,
churches from across the Augusta Baptist Association will be gathering at Greenville Baptist
church at 7:00 p.m. Come and learn about some of the new work going on in our Associa-
tion. We are attempting to launch a Spanish language mission in Harrisonburg. We have re-
launched the John Leland Center for Theological Studies.

In just a few weeks, Virginia Baptists from across the Commonwealth will gather at Bonsack
Baptist Church in Roanoke. This meeting begins Monday and concludes on Wednesday. On
Tuesday afternoon, there will be over thirty free training sessions. We are entitled fifteen vot-
ing messengers, and we can bring as many guests as we would like. If you are interested in
attending, let us know!

Our Linden Ladies (and some men) will be getting together for a night out on November 8. On
November 21st, we will have our Thanksgiving Meal. Please know that we would love for you
to reach out to neighbors and friends to invite them to join us for this free meal. This offers an
opportunity to especially think about people who might be lonely or just disconnected from a
church home to know that we would love for them to be a part of Linden Heights. The holi-
days can be an especially isolating time for people. Here is an opportunity to reach out to oth-
ers.

We will participate in the annual community worship service. The time, date, and place is still
being decided. On December 1st at 6:00 p.m. We will have our Hanging of the Greens ser-
vice. This service decorates our sanctuary for the coming Christmas season.

Blessings,

Luke
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Yout h News

NO Super Wednesday act i Ziombeé £No@mbér3-o-Meetrllmden Haights
Happy Turkey Day! at 5 p.m. We will carpool to Greenville Baptist for

Christmas Pr o g:00a6ms @i anc t SURPEL, devotions and a time of FUN! The Theme

November 10, 17, and December 1, 8. Please be pre- will be Romans 8:38-39, “For I am convinced that
sent for alll T o neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, nei-

ther the present nor the future, nor any powers...will

Youth Christmas Party be able to separate us from the love of God.

There will be a Christmas Party for the Youth at Bar-
ret’s house on December 19! Those who want to car-
pool must meet at church at 4:00 p.m.

BGAV Annual Meeting, November 1 11 3-Breakout Sessions:

Drawing the Net: How to Offer an Effective Invitation

The invitation time is one of the most important parts of the entire worship service. It is when people respond to
the Word of God and make life-changing decisions. When offered clearly and boldly, it can be a powerful tool.
In this session you will learn effective ways to draw the net, which can lead to greater response at the end of
your message.led by Roger Roller, BGAV Minister in Residence for Evangelism

Financi al Solutions for Shrinking Church Budgets
Many factors result in church budgets that do not keep pace with church expenses. We will consider steps to not only do

more with less, but to reverse shrinking church budget capacity.
led by Jeff Cranford, BGAV Minister in Residence for Church Finance.

How Faith Grows: Children Grow and Develop According to God& Design

If we could better understand how children are learning, growing, and thinking, how might that affect our ap-
proach to nurturing them in their faith? Join us for a discussion of childhood development, including cognitive,
moral, and faith development theories, which will help us to better meet the learning needs of the children God
has placed in our care. led by Kim Eskridge, BGAV Minister in Residence for Children& Ministry

Jeremi ah

God spoke through Jeremiah during one of the most tumultuous times in Israel’s history. This breakout will give a thor-
ough overview of the primary message of Jeremiah, including his famous Temple Sermon. We’ll also look at the Call of
Jeremiah, his use of prophetic symbolism, and his candid and revealing confessions.led by Bob Moore, BGAV Field Strategist

fiLobbyingo is Not a Dirty Word

Hear a report on the lobbying efforts opposing Senate Bill 1502 during Virginia® legislative session in February.
If passed, SB 1502 would have authorized public schools to teach the Old and New Testaments as an elective.
Then learn about ways to effectively lobby your legislators and how to join a lobbying network for religious liber-
ty among Virginia Baptists.led by Shelton Miles, BGAV lobbyist; Jonathan Davis, Pastor, Beale Memorial Bap-
tist Church, Tappahannock, VA; and David Bailey, David Bailey Associates.

Small Groups

Has your teaching in Sunday School become monotonous? Would you like ideas to get class members excit-
ed? Come join me as we discuss creative teaching methods in Sunday school! We will examine the best ways
for your students to learn and creative learning approaches.

led by Tony Brooks, BGAV Field Strategist

What You Can Expect from Deacons
The number-one issue facing deacons is meeting expectations from pastors and church members. In this session, we’ll look
at how to address this issue with clarity in a way that will set deacons free to be the servant leaders they were called to
be.led by Tom Stocks, BGAV Minister in Residence for Deacon Ministry and Senior Pastor of Bon Air Baptist Church,
Richmond, VA

(Continued on Page 4)



BGAV Annual Meeting, Breakout Sessions Continued from page 3

Youth Need Issacharites

Too often in today® world we spend a lot of time and energy looking for the next fthingdto attract teens to our
churches and are frustrated when they dond show up or the turnout is small. Maybe what they need are
fissacharites.0 Together wedl discover how understanding the times will transform how we do ministry with stu-
dents. led by Danny Quirin, BGAV Minister in Residence for Youth Ministry

Session #2 Breakouts

Christian Life Commission Presents: Addressing the
Dr. Farmer wants to take you through the history of one church’s calling to be a part of the solution to the opioid crisis
within the state of Ohio. As they ventured out with this program in 2008 they were certain of three things: Jesus is the ulti-
mate answer for the addict; the local church is called and empowered to minister to the drug addict in the name of Jesus;
and this crisis touches every family in their city, inside and outside the church. These certainties drove them to begin the
work. Over the next ten years, the church began to shape a program that has transformed and continues to transform the
lives of hundreds of opiate addicts and their families. Dr. Farmer’s hope is that through this presentation other churches
might find the inspiration they need to begin their own work in their own towns. If not God’s people, then who?

led by Rick Farmer, Bluefield College

Creating a Discipleship Culture

In this breakout session we will explore ways that we can create a culture of discipleship in our churches. The focus will
be on creating an organic approach to discipleship rather than many of the traditional approaches to discipleship which are
program based, institutionally shaped, and volunteer driven. This session is designed to encourage fresh conversation and
new insights concerning the original mandate to make disciples. led by Brian Williams, BGAV Field Strategist

fHelp lave Fallen é 0 Contemporary Dilemmas in Stewardship

This seminar will explore some of the current dilemmas in stewardship as they affect ministries and missions of
the church. The demands of realistic circumstances, when weighed against the motivating dreams for missions,
will highlight reasons and rationale for a new approach to corporate and personal stewardship.

led by Don Campbell, BGAV Stewardship Development

Revitalizing the Church

Has your church begun to plateau or decline? Come join me as we discuss revitalizing your church. We will examine some
of the causes and solutions for your church to move forward. Every church should seek some type of renewal every three
to five years. led by Tony Brooks, BGAV Field Strategist

Sunday School as a Strategy

The church has a mission — the Great Commission. But the church needs a strategy to accomplish that mis-
sion. Enter Sunday School! Sunday School is not a weekly event that takes place at the church each Lord&
Day. Neither is Sunday School just another program. Sunday School is a strategy that when properly utilized
will provide Great Commission results led by Allan Taylor, Director of Sunday School & Church Education Min-
istry, LifeWay Christian Resource

The Gospel Dilemma: The Letter to Philemon

Philemon is the only letter of Paul that is addressed concurrently to individuals—primarily Philemon—and the church that
meets at his house (vv. 1-2). Contrary to traditional interpretation, the focus in this letter is not on the pros and cons of
slavery as an institution. Rather, it is about the crisis the gospel creates in Philemon’s life. As a believer, Philemon can no
longer live simultaneously in the old realm in which he is master over a slave, and in the new realm of brothers and sisters
“in Christ.” Like Philemon, the gospel confronts us with the ultimate reality: “For in Christ Jesus you are all children of
God through faith...There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is male and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:26-28). Don’t miss this new perspective on the Letter to Philemon! led by Daniel Dapaah, Associate
Professor of Divinity, John Leland Center for Theological Studies, and Associate Pastor, Parkwood Baptist Church, An-
nandale, VA

What Jesus Taught About Evangelism
In this breakout we will take a look at John chapter 4 and the principles our Lord taught us about sharing our faith as
he talked to the woman at the well. Those same principles apply in our witnessing encounters today.

Opi oi
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fiWhen | started counting my blessings, my whole life

turned around.o

—Willie Nelson

PLEASE
PLACE

STAMP
HERE
Linden Heights Baptist Church
371 Linden Drive

Staunton, VA 24401

Phone: 540-886-1138
www.lindenheightsbaptistchurch.org
E-mail: lhbecsec@yahoo.com







