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3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! 
Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of 
God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He 

is pure. 1 John 3:1-3 NKJV 

 
My Dear friends in Christ, 
 
We have hope in the one who has overcome, who is with us each day and promises to be with 
us until the end of the age. I have been asked a slew of questions over the last few days? 
Weeks? The most important one I’ll address: Where is God in this? Why did He do this? My 
dear friends, God didn’t do this, well unless you go back to the curse of original sin and even 
then it was our human parents, Adam and Eve. Viruses have been around, seemly, forever, 
this one is just the Government trying to get ahead of the peak infection and, in their way, 
right or wrong, keep us safe. 
  
Natural or actually un-natural disasters have been happening since before the world wide 
flood of Noah. People hurting or taking advantage of others since before that. Sin, is real, and 
the devil wants nothing more than for us to get caught up in it. When things happen in our 
lives, people tend to stop worshipping, stop praying, stop giving tithes and offerings to the 
Lord. Please don’t do that. Jesus was sent to die on the cross for our sins, and the sins of the 
whole world. Don’t get caught up in glory or decision theology. Instead focus on Scripture, 
which, tells us God works good in the lives of all who love Him. But He didn’t promise us a 
rose garden or a sinless life. Please don’t panic, take things serious, prepare, worship, pray, 
steward your life and make plans to do it for the rest of our earthly stay. 
  
This email/letter will be full of information. However, details and clarification on some shall 
be forthcoming. Please check our webpage for updates and new info: oursaviorchurch.net 
As you know we are under local governmental orders, so far, in both Clay and Platte Counties 
for no travel except essentials and no gatherings over 10, which includes worship services, 
which they deem non-essential, for the next 30 days and perhaps longer. Therefore,  
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basically all in person congregational activities are cancelled, at least through April 
24th, 2020. This has and will continue to put a bind on our worshipping opportunities, 
stewardship and perhaps the survival of many congregations. 
While Jesus did not say where two or more are gathered to watch I will be; He did say where 
two are more are gathered in His name He would be, so video, while not optimal, is a viable 
way to worship with your family. In light of the restrictions and hardships put on us, Scripture 
would guide us to continue in His Word, to worship, to the Gospel, and to confession and 
absolution during this time of limited gatherings. 
Holy Communion while vital to our way of life, and nourishment we need every week, will 
not be offered except on an individual request, because of the restrictions put upon us. 
Holy Baptism is vital and important to be done as soon as possible. If you know of someone 
who wants to be baptized or have a child who needs to be baptized, don’t wait, let us know 
and we will make that happen. 
With all that in mind, we are constantly working with in our limited means and resources to 
provide for your Spiritual strength. For those of you who are internet savvy, we will use our 
webpage, it will be our mode of communication and updates as well as email and phone calls 
from Grace Ministers. 
  
Grace ministers, are members, who have limited care training. They will call and check on you 
as an extension of our congregation, and the pastoral office. Let them know how you are. 
Communicate your needs with them. If you need food, help, etc. Let them know or call or 
email the church office. We have members who want to help. 
Another contact is Susan Hart. She is our congregational ministry support coordinator. I have 
asked her to help with member care, meeting of needs and coordinating what we might miss. 
For now, she can be reached through the church office email or oslcminsup@gmail.com 

As always Pastor Ratcliffe and I are here and available. Please pray and think about the 
exposure to covid-19 (coronavirus), before you ask us to your home. 
We are setting up a Facebook page, and hopefully there and our webpage, we will have the 
Sunday readings, coloring pages for children, Devotionals, Bible Studies, and Services. 
  
We plan to have music and hymn links as well. If you would like to check out a hymnal, please 
contact the office and we will set up a time for you to come get one. 
Beginning, Wednesday, March 25 (tomorrow), on the webpage and/or our Facebook page, 
there will be an informational and devotion from me. On Sunday there will be a recorded 
service or perhaps a Facebook live service. 
  
We hope to have a live Bible study via zoom on Sunday morning, however, we are still 
working the logistics on that. 
Home Use: For those who do not have email or internet, we are putting together a written 
service to be delivered for them to use as a devotional. If you know someone who is, shall we 
say, electronically challenged, please forward their names and info to the church office, or 
print off a copy and take it to them. The more we care for one another while maintain the 
restrictions the stronger we are. 
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Stewardship of tithes and offerings is very important for our life as Christians. Our Lord asks 
and commands us to return to Him from what He gives us. He also blesses us with the store 
house of heaven. Malachi 3 stresses this along with the cheerfulness and willingness of the 
New testament. So for our need to return to His store house not our favorite charity but 
God’s house and for the survival of our congregation we have two ways to return first fruits. 
  
The first is to mail your offering to the Platte City office: 
14155 N Highway | Platte City, MO 64079 | PH: 816-335-4049 

Email: church@oursaviorchurch.net 
 
The second, and preferred, is an electronic venue called Venmo, more information will be 
sent out on this soon, as well as checking the webpage. 
For those who requested a drop off, after research we will not be able to provide that, due to 
the restrictions, your health and logistics. I am sorry. If you need stamps please let us know 
and we will work to provide those. 
Our Lord and Savior is with us each day. Put your fear and anxiety upon Him. He is lifting us 
up and working good in each of us and our lives. 
God bless each of you. 
pb 

  
18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but indeed and in truth. 19 And by this we know 
that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart condemns us, God is 
greater than our heart, and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 
confidence toward God. 22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His 
commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: that we 
should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 24 
Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides 

in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 1 John 3: 18-24 
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