November 4, 2018  9:00 am

Today we celebrate the fellowship of all God’s people in heaven and earth – the communion of saints of which we are a
living part! It is the custom of the church on All Saints’ Sunday to commemorate those who have joined the Church
Triumphant in the past year.
If you would like to have someone named in this commemoration, fill out a card and return it to
the ushers during the hymn, “For All the Saints.” In addition, if you would like to light a candle in
their memory and celebration of their life in Christ, take a candle in the entryway and bring it
forward to light on the altar during the hymn, “For All the Saints.”

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the + holy Trinity,
the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us,
the one who reforms us again and again.
C Amen
P Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power.
(Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination)
1

P Source of all life,
C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough.
We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.
We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.
P God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven, + God’s love is unconditional,
and we are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new,
in the name of Jesus Christ.
C Amen

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
C Almighty God, whose people are knit together in one holy Church, the body of Christ our
Lord: Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to
know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

FIRST READING Isaiah 25:6-9
6

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
9
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

L Word of God, Word of Life.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Revelation 21:1-6a
1

4

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no
more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them; they will be his people,
and God himself will be with them;

he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain
will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”
5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for
these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end.”

L Word of God, Word of Life.
C Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL John 11:32 -44
P The Holy Gospel according to John the 11th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
32

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus
saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said
to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to
weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said
to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would
see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you
for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me,
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When
he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

38
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Later in our service in the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed, we will remember by name those who
have died in the past year. If you would like someone named aloud during this commemoration, fill out the
card and hand it to an usher during the following hymn, “For All the Saints.” In addition, if you would like to
light a candle in memory of one whose name will be mentioned later, bring a candle forward to the altar and
light during the following hymn.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “For All the Saints”

4. (women and girls)
Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine,
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one within your great design.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
5. (men and boys)
And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
and hearts are brave again and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
6. But then there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

SERMON
PRAYERS
(response to each petition:)
P Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
P

P On this day, we remember with thanksgiving those who have gone before us with the sign of faith. They
were created by God to offer Him praise forever, redeemed by Jesus, God's Son, and filled with the Holy
Spirit through Baptism, where God gave them new life. They have been nourished in the company of His
people through the Lord's Supper and the Word, and in His mercy God has summoned them to His
presence that they may continue in joyful service to Him forever.
a refrain
P We especially remember this day:
(here are named all those who have died in the past year)
Blessed are they that die in the Lord from now on, for they will rest from their labors, and their deeds will
follow them. Revelation 14:13
a refrain
P Let us pray:
In joyful expectation for the resurrection of the body to life, we remember before you, O Lord, all those
who have gone before us in faith. We offer thanksgiving for the gift of faith and we hold fast to the certainty
of your promises. May their memory among us be blessed, and may we follow their footsteps of faith to
your eternal presence in the heavenly kingdom.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
P God of majesty,
C in your might you have created all things, and you entrust to our care what you have made.
Receive our offerings, and make them a sign of our dedication to provide for the needs of all
people in the name of the one who sustains all things by his word, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE;
P The home of God is with us and he will dwell with us.
C We will be his people and God himself with be with us.
P Thanks and praise to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord. In him you have you have made
your dwelling with us and through him you give us life. Therefore, with saints and angels and with the
whole Christian church in heaven and on earth, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy, holy, holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
a Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Scripture says, “Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 1
Corinthians 11:26. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism says, “Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” All baptized
communion are invited to come to the table and receive a blessing.
As you approach the table down the aisles, receive an empty cup from the cart.
Proceed to the left or the right and gather around the altar.
After each gathered group has communed, they are dismissed in peace.
As you return to your seat down the side aisles, place your cup in the racks on the tables to your left or right.
Non-alcoholic wine is offered in pre-filled cups for those who cannot drink alcohol. These cups are marked in the rack.
prefer this option.

COMMUNION SONGS “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup”

“Give Thanks for Saints”

DISMISSAL
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep us in his grace.
C Amen

THANKSGIVING PRAYER
P O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your
Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN “Thine the Amen”
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Jon Marxhausen
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Lori Ruppel
Maren Sletten
Roger & Nancy Prigge

A $1 suggested donation for treats and coffee helps us to continue to serve our fellowship times!

You can set someone free today just by your love and acceptance!
Take some time to share the liberating power of God’s love with those in worship with you today.
Pay special attention to those who are new or someone you don’t know well.

Welcome Friends!
Thank you for worshipping with us today.
Please fill out a welcome card and place it in the basket on the table in the entryway.
Help yourself to a welcome packet that will tell you more about the ministry at Grace of God.
You are always welcome at Grace of God.
GRACE OF GOD MISSION STATEMENT
Grace of God is a Christ-centered community gathered around Word and Sacrament,
preaching Christ crucified, serving our neighbor and
discovering what it means to live under the grace of God.
SMALL CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP AT GRACE OF GOD

X

“Busy bags” for young children are available in the classroom adjacent to the worship space near the doors.
That room also has a speaker to hear the worship service.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
TODAY at 10:15 am
We are looking at Luther’s Small Catechism with fresh video intros, a companion book and
conversation about the catechism’s meaning for TODAY!
ALL ARE WELCOME!

NEW “LUNCH BUNCH”!
Thursday, November 8
11:30 – 1:30

For anyone available during the day.
Need a ride? We’ll help with that! Let Cindy Bartz know.
Lunch + a fun activity here at church!

CLEANING CREW SCHEDULE

November 6 - 10

TEAM 8
Evenson Family/Dinesen Family

November 13 - 17

TEAM 9
Shirley Muelken/Errol & Cindy Bartz/Eileen Ocone

November 20 - 24

TEAM 10
Marxhausens and Kaufenbergs

SERVING IN WORSHIP
DATE

ELDER

ACOLYTE

LECTOR

USHERS

GREETERS

11/4/18

Tom Schoenberg

Maren Sletten

Sue Hotzel

Lori Ruppel

11/11/18

Allen Warren

TJ Richter

Tom Schoenberg

11/18/18

Allen Warren

Jake Richter

Jeff Olofson

Roger & Nancy Prigge
Errol Bartz / Kathy
Rehbein
Errol Bartz / Kathy
Rehbein

Darrel & Noel Smith
Errol Bartz / Kathy Rehbein

On behalf of the St. Croix Family Resource Center - Youth Connections Drop-In Center we would like to
thank all who donated items to the center. The youth drop-in is going well, last week we had eight very grateful
homeless youth come in and they were able to get much needed food and clothing. Your generosity is
overwhelming and appreciated. A huge thank you goes out to Kathy Rehbein for dropping off all of the
donations.

November 4 - 11, 2018
Sunday, November 4 ____________________________________________________________
9:00 am
10:15 am

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
Fellowship time after worship
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, November 6 ____________________________________________________________
9:30 am

Ladies’ Bible Study

Wednesday, November 7 __________________________________________________________
6:00 pm
7:15 pm
7:45 pm

Bible Blazers, Confirmation and Youth Bible Study
Handchime Choir
Cantate Choir

Thursday, November 8

__________________________________________________________

11:30 am – 1:30 pm LUNCH BUNCH
Sunday, November 11 ____________________________________________________________
9:00 am
10:15 am

PENTECOST 25
Fellowship time after worship
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, December 2 after worship
Two main agenda items:
 2019 Budget
 Parsonage Refinance
(we need a quorum to approve the Parsonage Refinance, so we need EVERYONE there!)

YOUNG ADULT ACTIVITY
Tuesday, November 13
Unlimited Laser Tag
Meet at Pinz in Oakdale at 6:30 pm
Cost: $12.99 plus any food or drinks

Life is a precious gift
Here’s who’s celebrating birthdays this month!
Ethan
Nichole
Phil
Erik
Nancy
Kassidy

Onken
Frazer
Hennemann
Benson
Prigge
Mackie

November 03
November 05
November 08
November 10
November 10
November 13

Sandy
Errol
Randy
Rachael
Audrey
Angie
Chris

Prueser
Bartz
Henderson
Clark
Gilman
McMorrow
Fallert

November 14
November 21
November 24
November 26
November 28
November 28
November 30

We want to thank you for the very kind “Pastor Appreciation” acknowledgement last Sunday. Your
love and support is life-giving. And we are honored and privileged to work in God’s kingdom alongside
all of you. YOU are a gift to us!
Pastor and Dawn
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