February 23, 2020  9:00 am

“They saw no one except Jesus only.”

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE OF GOD
____________________________________ GATHERING ____________________________________

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.
(silence for reflection and self-examination)
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P Most merciful God,
a we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“This is the feast . . . “
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
C Almighty God, on the mountain you showed your glory in the transfiguration of your Son.
Give us the vision to see beyond the turmoil of our world and to behold the king in all his
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

____________________________ SERVICE OF THE WORD ____________________________
FIRST READING Exodus 24:12-18
12
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The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the
mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets
of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I
have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses set out
with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the
mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait
here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and
Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to
them.”

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the
cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of
the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it
for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of
the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of
the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the
mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses
entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses
was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

L Word of God. Word of life.
a Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

2 Peter 1:16-21

16

19
So we have the prophetic message more fully
confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must
understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter
of one’s own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever
came by human will, but men and women moved by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God.

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his
majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the
Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this
voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the
holy mountain.

L Word of God. Word of life.
a Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 17:1-9

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 17th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a
voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am
well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard
this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by
fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up
and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they
saw no one except Jesus only.
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As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus
ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after
the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

1

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother
John and led them up a high mountain, by
themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and
his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became
dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses
and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus,
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will
make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“Christ Upon the Mountain Peak”

SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED
a I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS

(Response to each petition)
P Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” (Cantate Choir)

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P Let us pray.
a with great joy we worship you and lay before you these gifts,
which you have first given us. Let our lives serve you only,
and lead us always to our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, the Bright and Morning Star. Amen

________________________ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT _________________________

INVITATION TO THE MEAL
P Here we have the Word made more certain –
C like a light shining in a dark place.
P Thanks and praise to you, heavenly Father, for the epiphany of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, the light
shining in the darkness. Of Him the Father's voice from the cloud said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom
I am well pleased; listen to him." Therefore, with angels and archangels, the saints in heaven and those on
earth, we glorify your name, praising you and singing:

SANCTUS
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
C we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
a

P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
a

LORD’S PRAYER
a Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Scripture says, “Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 1
Corinthians 11:26. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism says, “Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” All baptized
Christians who have been instructed in this confession of faith and who share our belief in the real presence of Christ
in the sacrament for the forgiveness of sins are invited to the Lord’s Table today. Children who have not received their
first communion are invited to come to the table and receive a blessing.
As you approach the table down the aisles, receive an empty cup from the cart.






Proceed to the left or the right and gather around the altar.
After each gathered group has communed, they are dismissed in peace.
As you return to your seat down the side aisles, place your cup in the racks on the tables to your left or right.
Non-alcoholic wine is offered in pre-filled cups for those who cannot drink alcohol. These cups are marked in the rack.
Gluten-free (and dairy-free and nut-free) wafers are offered in the small white bowl on the communion cart for those who
prefer this option.

SONGS DURING COMMUNION

“Beautiful Savior”
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“In Thee is Gladness”

____________________________________

SENDING ____________________________________

DISMISSAL
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep us in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Faithful God,
C you have kept your promise to us in this meal,
nourishing us with the gift of salvation.
Now send your servants forth in peace,
that we may testify to your goodness
and share the hope that is ours
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen
P Go in peace. Christ lives in you.
C Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

Note: During Lent we refrain from “Alleluia” in our worship for a time of quieter contemplation on the cross. Our
“Alleluias” will return on Easter Sunday!

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Worship leader
Piano
Elder
Lector
Ushers
Acolyte/Crucifer
Greeters

Jon Marxhausen
Mary Dinesen
Bob Koeritzer
Bruce Gilman
Jim Roth/ Jan Roth
Maren Sletten
Allen and Sally Warren

DON’T FORGET YOUR 3-MINUTE MINISTRY

Let those in worship with you today feel the affirmation and love of God from YOU! Greet and
welcome those who are here today.
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WELCOME TO GRACE OF GOD

Thank you for worshipping with us today.
Please fill out a welcome card and place it in the basket on the table in the entryway.
Help yourself to a welcome packet that will tell you more about the ministry at Grace of God.
You are always welcome at Grace of God.
GRACE OF GOD MISSION STATEMENT
Grace of God is a Christ-centered community gathered around Word and Sacrament,
preaching Christ crucified, serving our neighbor and
discovering what it means to live under the grace of God.

TODAY at 10:15 am
SERVING IN WORSHIP
DATE

ELDER

ACOLYTE

LECTOR

USHERS

GREETERS

2/23/20
2/26/20
3/1/20

Bob Koeritzer
Bob Koeritzer
Bob Koeritzer

Maren Sletten
Kiernan Benson
TJ Richter

Bruce Gilman
Pam Fallert
Sally Warren

Jim Roth/ Jan Roth
Dan Evenson/ Jason Evenson
Jeff Olofson/ Jenny Olofson

Allen Warren/ Sally Warren
Lori Ruppel/ Pat Randall
Errol Bartz/ Cindy Bartz

CLEANING CREW SCHEDULE

FINANCIAL REPORT
Feb. 27 - 29

TEAM 1
Marxhausens and Kaufenbergs

March 5 - 7

TEAM 2
Lori Ruppel, Doreen Rubbert, Becky Vigstol

March 12-14

TEAM 3
Randy & Janice Henderson/Janice Roth/Bruce & Audrey
Gilman
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2019 Year-end Budget
2019 Year-End Actual Expenses
2019 Year-End Income
2020 YTD Budget
2020 YTD Expenses
2020 YTD Income

$293,360
$281,741
$277,068
$37,958
$37,089
$37,089

GRACE OF GOD WEEK at HOPE FOR
THE JOURNEY HOME
THANKS TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS THIS WEEK!

ADULT WINTER RETREAT
FEBRUARY 28-29
Mount Olivet Retreat Center — Farmington,
Minnesota

February 23 – March 1, 2020

Sunday, February 23 ______________________________________________________
9:00 am
10:15 am

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
Fellowship time after worship
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study

Monday, February 24 ______________________________________________________
3:30 – 5:30 pm

FARE FOR ALL

Tuesday, February 25 _____________________________________________________
9:30 am

Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, February 26 ___________________________________________________
7:00 pm

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP

Frideay, February 28 – Saturday, February 29 ________________________________
ADULT RETREAT

Sunday, March 1 __________________________________________________________
9:00 am
10:15 am

LENT 1
Fellowship time after worship
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study
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THIS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 at 7:00 pm
LENT FELLOWSHIP
We will enjoy a time of fellowship after worship on Wednesday evenings in Lent.
Please sign up to serve a snack or desert after worship on Wednesday evenings.

COINS FOR TANZANIA
Grace of God supports students in Tanzania with high school scholarships. Our goal for this year is $1300 to
help support these scholarships as well as other projects with our Tanzanian partners. We will collect our
“alms” (loose change) during worship on Wednesday evenings in LENT. Alms bowls are available.

Easter Plant Sale
Lilies to decorate our worship space for Easter Sunday can now be ordered. Please use the sign-up sheet and payment
envelope located on the table in the entryway to place your order. You may designate your lily in memory of
someone who has died or in commemoration or thanksgiving of a special person or event.
You can also purchase gift cards to Gertens! Checks should be made payable to Grace of God Lutheran Church.
This year’s lily and plant sale helps support our 2020 Youth Mission Trip! DELIVERY IS APRIL 7
Prices are:
Traditional Easter Lily (2 sized) -- $15/$24 each
Yellow Cala Lily -- $22.00 each
Pink Azaleas -- $22.00 each

GRACE OF GOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
420 Hayward Avenue North  Oakdale, Minnesota 55128
651.730.4900  www.graceofgodlutheran.com
Jon Marxhausen, Pastor
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