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Persistent Prayer 

 

Luke 18:1 

Kjv 

And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint; 

 

Introduction: 

 

1. We are to be persistent 

 

   a. Persistent in our daily walk with God and in our relationship with Him 

 

   b. Persistent to win our battles 

 

   c. Persistent in our relationships with each other 

 

   d. Persistent in overcoming those things that could be called besetting sins in our lives 

 

   e. Persistent in overcoming addictions 

 

   f. Persistent in being a light for Christ 

 

2. Persistent is  

 

   a. Continuing firmly in a course of action in spite of difficulty or opposition:  

 

   b. Continuing obstinately in a course of action in spite of difficulty or opposition 

 

   c. Continuing to exist in spite of difficulty or opposition 

 

   d. Continuing to endure regardless of the obstacles 

 

3. Persistence as a Christian  

 

   a. Always praying without fainting, giving in to weariness, giving up 

 

   b. Being steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord 

 

   c. Refusing to be weary in doing what is right            

  

4. Look at our text, Luke 18:1 

 

   a. Kjv…He spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to  

     faint; 

 

   b. Nlt…Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give up. 
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   c. Message…Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently  

      and never quit.   

 

   d. Amp…Also [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not to  

      turn coward (faint, lose heart, and give up). 

                  

5. Look at these definitions  

 

   a. Ought is from the Greek “dei” which means  

 

     i. It is necessary, there is need of, and it is right and proper to always pray and not faint 

 

     ii. It is necessary in the nature of this case that we pray always and not faith 

 

     iii. It is necessary and required to attain the proper end and conclusion to always pray and not  

        faint               

 

     iv. It is necessary as of God required law and command as well as our duty to always pray and  

        not faint so as to received the proper end and conclusion of the matter. 

 

     v. Praying always without fainting is established by the counsel and decree of God so that  

        through our prayers we are able to get God involved in what is happening in our world. 

 

   b. Faint in our text is from the Greek “ekkakeo” which give us the following meanings 

 

      i. To be weak, to fail, and to be weary. 

 

      ii. To be utterly spiritless, to be wearied out, and exhausted 

 

      iii. To lose courage, to be listless like a flag with no wind blowing, and thus faint by the  

         wayside. 

 

      iv. To begin to act as if your prayer is not going to be answered or come to pass especially in  

         reaching the loss, growth of a church, reconciliations, financial, and even health.  

 

   c. Notice Galatians 6:9   

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 

 

     i. In this verse, “faint” comes from the Greek “ekluo” which means “to relax.” 

 

     ii. Let us not relax in our persistent praying, for in dues season, the answers will come.        

 

        1) My wife along with her sister dedicated one day a week in prayer and fasting for their  

           parents and siblings for about 20 years before they began to see anything happening. 

 

        2) In 1995 my wife’s parent’s lives began to change as they gave themselves to the Lord  
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           and her mother was filled with the Holy Ghost in 1997, and then in about 2000 they  

           began to pay tithes while attending the A/G in Mt View, Arkansas which showed  

           spiritual growth. 

 

Note: Persistent praying refuses to quit, for a minister told my wife once, when she said that she  

      was praying for her parents salvation, that some people were not going to get saved, but my  

      wife continued to pray and the rest is glorious history. Therefore, do not get weary in  

      praying, for in due season you shall reap if you “faint” not. 

 

        3) They continued to be persistent and in the last 4 years or so they have saw their siblings  

           come to have a personal, loving, and real relationship with Jesus Christ their Savior.    

 

        4) Persistent prayer is why our children and grandchildren are growing in Christ, and as we  

           continue to persist in prayer and fasting dedicating Tuesday’s to family, God “will  

           bring in those of our family that are wayward, wandering around in a lost condition, for  

           we are “praying always without fainting.”            

 

   d. We are being told to continue, keep on continuing, refusing to relax, or let up, but obstinately  

     determined to go all the way through to victory in Christ. 

 

     i. People remain failures because they give up trying 

 

     ii. People backslide because they quit trying to go forward 

 

     iii. People live in their jealousies, addictions, fears, anxieties because it is hard work to rise  

        above our “SAP line,” Self Assumed Potential.         

     

6. By the way, Persistent goes along with Persevere, which means to continue, to last, to remain. 

 

Note 1 Thessalonians 15:58 

 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

 

7. Examples of perseverance: 

 

   a. Two frogs in Cream by T.C. Hamlet 

  

Two frogs fell into a can of cream, 

Or so I’ve heard it told; 

The sides of the can were shiny & steep, 

The cream was deep & cold. 

 

"O, what’s the use?" croaked Number One, 

"’Tis fate; no help’s around. 

Goodbye, my friends! Goodbye, sad world!" 
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And weeping still, he drowned. 

 

But Number Two, of sterner stuff, 

Dog-paddled in surprise. 

The while he wiped his creamy face 

And dried his creamy eyes. 

 

"I’ll swim awhile, at least," he said- 

Or so I’ve heard he said; 

"It really wouldn’t help the world 

If one more frog were dead." 

 

An hour or two he kicked & swam, 

Not once he stopped to mutter, 

But kicked & kicked & swam & kicked, 

then hopped out... 

from the island he had made of fresh churned butter. 

 

   b. 2 Samuel 23:8-12 tells of the tenacity (determination, persistence) of three of David’s  

      mighty men.       

 

Note that v8 begins with…These be the names of the mighty men whom David had  

 

     1
st
  is The Tachmonite that sat in the seat, chief among the captains; the same was Adino  

         the Eznite: he lift up his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time. 

 

     2
nd

 was Eleazar the son of Dodo the Ahohite, one of the three mighty with David, when  

         they defied the Philistines that were there gathered together to battle, and the men of  

         Israel were gone away: Eleazar arose, and smote the Philistines until his hand was  

         weary, and his hand clave unto the sword: and the LORD wrought a great victory that  

         day; and the people returned after him only to spoil. 

 

Note: Wouldn’t it be great if through our determination, our persistence, our refusal to faint by the  

       wayside, others, family, friends, neighbors could come after us only for the purpose of  

       enjoying the spoils of victory. 

 

     3
rd

 was Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite. And the Philistines were gathered together  

        into a troop, where was a piece of ground full of lentiles: and the people fled from the  

        Philistines. But he stood in the midst of the ground, and defended it, and slew the  

        Philistines: and the LORD wrought a great victory. 

 

Note: We need to stand, face the enemy 

 

      i. Let us fight if necessary until our hand gets weary and have to be pried loose from the altar.   

 

      ii. Quit running, and stand and fight 
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      iii. Mom used to preach a message titled, “I have run from this pea patch for the last time.” 

 

      iv. Stand and fight being persistent in prayer, and you will see that the Lord still bring great  

         victories so His people can come and enjoy the spoils of victory.  

 

   c. Persevering prayer answered. (Dutch Sheets’ Intercessory Prayer. 

 

     i. A minister was requested by a young lady that he go to the hospital and pray for her sister.     

 

       1) He knew she was sick, but did not know that she was as sick as she was. 

 

       2) The sister did not tell him because she was afraid that he would not go. 

 

     ii. Here is what the minister found. 

 

        1) She was comatose with a tube in her throat for breathing. 

 

        2) A tube in her stomach for feeding. 

 

        3) She had been like this for a year and a half. 

 

        4) If she lived, which the doctors gave no hope, she would be a vegetable because of her 

           extensive brain damage according to the doctors.  

 

     iii. He went to pray with her 60 to 70 times throughout that year.  

 

     iv. He expected the Lord to heal, but he did not expect 

 

        1) To invest 3 to 4 hours of his life each week for a year. 

 

        2) Humiliation and insults from the staff of the nursing home where she stayed. 

 

        3) To cry so much. 

 

        4) To be so bold at times. 

 

        5) To be so intimidated at times. 

 

        6) For it to take so long. 

 

        7) To learn so much.         

 

     v. God healed the lady. 

 

        1) He restored her brain. 
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        2) She was not a vegetable. 

 

Note: Most do not get the answers they need, or the victory they desire, because they give up  

       before the answer comes. Pray Until Something Happens. Persist in prayer.  

 

I. Hang in there 

 

  A. Longsuffering 

 

     1. Is not part of the Ten Commandments 

 

     2. Is one of the Fruit of the Spirit 

 

     3. Is from Greek “makrothumia” meaning fortitude (courage, determination, stamina) 

 

     4. In essence, longsuffering means “Hang in there.” Do not give up.   

 

  B. We have forgotten how to persevere. 

 

     1. Raphael said his greatest painting was his next one. He was continually striving. 

 

     2. We are living in a day of fast foods, get rich quick schemes (gambling), 4 east steps to  

        answered prayer. We cook faster, travel faster, produce faster, and spend faster, and we 

        expect God to keep pace with us, especially in prayer.             

 

     3. We are much like the African Cheetah. 

 

        a. It can run up to speeds of 70 miles per hour. 

 

        b. It runs down its prey to eat.   

 

        c. It has one problem. 

 

          i. A small heart which causes it to tire quickly. 

 

          ii. If it does not catch its prey quickly, it must end the chase. 

 

        d. Many have the Cheetah’s approach to prayer. 

 

          i. We speed into our closets with great energy. 

 

          ii. We speed to the front of the church 

 

          iii. We speed to someone else for prayer 

 

          iv. We lack the heart for sustained effort in prayer. 
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          v. We falter before we accomplish what is needed. 

 

          vi. For our next prayer excursion, we decide to pray harder and faster 

 

             1) What we need is not more explosive power but staying power. 

 

             2) What we need is stamina that comes from a bigger prayer heart. 

 

     4. Another example of perseverance. 

 

        a. A Pilot wheels his plane down the runway 

 

          i. The plane leaves the ground 

 

          ii. A warning light comes on because of a door being ajar. 

 

          iii. As the pilot approached the door, it flew off, and he was sucked out of the plane. 

 

          iv. The co-pilot radios that he is returning to the airport, and requests that a helicopter  

             be sent to search for the pilot. 

 

          v. He lands the plane, and they find the pilot holding to a rung of a ladder that he had 

             managed to grasped when he was sucked from the plane. 

 

             1) He had held to the ladder rung for 15 minutes. 

 

             2) He had managed to keep his head from hitting the ground when the plane landed  

                even though the runway was on six inches away. 

 

             3) They had to pry his fingers from the ladder. 

 

Note: Let us hold onto God with the same type of perseverance believing that God is answering  

       our prayers. 

 

       b. George Muller on perseverance: 

 

The great point is never to give up until the answer comes. I have been praying for sixty-three 

years and eight months for one man’s conversion. He is not saved yet, but he will be. How can it be 

otherwise...I am praying.” The day came when Muller’s friend received Christ. It did not come 

until Muller’s casket was lowered in the ground. There, near an open grave, this friend gave his 

heart to God. Prayers of perseverance had won another battle. Muller’s success may be 

summarized in four powerful words: He did not quit.   

Note: What about our success? Are we quitting? Or Are we hanging in there, Persevering.  

 

  C. Let us notice Jesus and prayer 
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     1. He spent nights in prayer. 

 

     2. It took Him three hard hours of prayer to find the strength to face the Cross. 

 

        a. Hebrews 5:7 tell us that  

 

“...He had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able 

to save him from death...” 

 

Note: We want to give God a two hour service once a week and feel that we are spiritual. We get  

       caught up in trying to achieve the world’s achievements that we leave God behind and  

       wonder why we do not receive an answer to our prayers. It is time to sell out to God  

       realizing that He is the only answer, and then, hang on until the answer comes. 

 

II. The Church is God’s womb on the earth. 

 

   A. Some reasons to persist in prayer. 

 

Note: If we do not achieve what God asks from us as we run our race, it is because we fail in heart  

       and spirit. A tenacious endurance is often the key to victory in prayer. But why? 

 

      1. Consider these questions: 

 

         a. Does God have a certain amount of prayers required for certain situations? 

             

         b. Do we talk God into doing things?     

 

         c. Does God “finally decide” to do something? 

      

         d. Do we earn answers through hard work or perseverance? 

 

         e. The Answer to these five questions is No, No, No, No, and No.         

 

           i. We come to the throne of Grace boldly. 

 

           ii. There are times that God is teaching us. 

 

           iii. There are times that God does have a specific time to answer the prayer. 

 

   2. These are great answers, but there are reasons beyond these, that it takes persistence to get  

     through to victory 

 

     a. There was a reason that Dutch Sheets had to pray 30 hrs for a cyst to be removed from his  

       wife’s body. 

 

     b. There was a reason that it took 60 to 70 hrs of prayer for the girl in the coma. 
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     c. There is a reason that it takes years of intercessory for an unsaved person. 

 

     d. There is a reason that Elijah had to pray 7 times before rain came. 

 

     e. There is a reason that Daniel had to pray 21 days before the angel arrived with the answer. 

 
   B. Prayer is doing warfare, and there are times that we are laying siege by continuing in prayer.   

 

       1. Prayer motivates the Father to action, but goes much farther than motivating the Father. 
 
      2. Prayer actually releases the power of the Holy Spirit from us to accomplish things.                
 
          a. The power of the Holy Spirit is released from us when we pray in the Spirit. 

 

          b. The power of the Holy Spirit is released from us when we speak the Word of God as a  

             sword into certain situations.  

 

Note Ephesians 6:17… And take the…sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 

 

          c. The power of the Holy Spirit is released when we speak declarations or commands  

 

             i. Matthew 17:20   

 

And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a 

grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall 

remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

 

             ii. Mark 11:23   

 

For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be 

thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he 

saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 

 
Note: You got any mountains that need removing? Speak to it! And believe. You got something  

       that need removing? Speak and declare the Word of God and believe. 

 

         d. We release the Holy Spirit that is within us when we lay hands on others. 

 

Note Mark 16:18   

 

They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 

hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 

 

          e. We can release the literal power of the Holy Spirit from us, that power of God that  

            brings life, healing, and wholeness to the earth flows out from us--The Church.                     
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           i. His throne is in our heart according to John 14:23   

 

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will 

love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

 

             ii. We are the temple of the Holy Ghost 

 

                1) 1 Corinthians 3:16   

 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

 

                2) 1 Corinthians 6:19   

 

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have 

of God, and ye are not your own? 

 

           iii. We are the “naos’ of God.  (holy of holies)  

 
                 1) We are “holy of Holies” 

 

                 2) We are the dwelling place of God upon the earth. 

 

                 3) When God moves to release power, it does not come from the sky, it comes  

                    from us, His people where His Spirit dwells upon the earth. 

 

    C. Look at John 7:38 

 

He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

 

       1. Belly from Greek means cavity or Womb. 

 

       2. We then are the Womb of God. 

 

          a. Whether through speaking, touching, laying hands on the sick, declaring, or worship,  

             when God’s power starts flowing upon the earth, it is flowing through human vessels. 

 

         b. We, the Body of Christ, are God’s womb from which His life is birthed or released  

            upon the earth. 

 

          c. The life that Christ produces flows from the womb of the church. 

 

          d. The womb speaks of reproduction or birthing, or bringing forth of life. 

 

Note: This is why Paul tells us to not defile our bodies, the womb of the Holy Spirit, for defiling  

      interferes with us being able to release a healthy response of the Spirit of God. 
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       3. Jesus is the source of Life as seen in Revelations 22:1-2 

 

1) And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 

God and of the Lamb. 2) In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the 

tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of 

the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

 

         a. The tree of life grows by the River of Life which flows from the Throne of God and the  

            throne of the Lamb. 

 

          b. The picture is that Jesus is the source of our life. 

 

          c. Leaves are produced by the trees, which are fed by the river, which is fed by Jesus, and  

            people, the nations, eat the leaves and are made whole. 

 

          d. The Living water in John 7 is the same as the River of Life in Rev 22.   

 

             i. Therefore, the River of Life flows into us from Jesus, and flows through us to touch  

               the lives of others, and they are made whole because of the Power of God in us. 

 

             ii. This makes us His birthing vessels, His incubation chambers as the rivers of living  

                water flow from the womb of the church. 

 

             iii. This is released: 

 

                1) By us laying hands on the sick, not Jesus for we are his hands 

 

                2) By us laying hands on a person and ordaining them, not Jesus, for we are His  

                   hands 

 

       4. Jesus is insides us  

 

          a. Releasing a river to flow into us so we are anointed and appointed by God. 

 

          b. When Jesus wants to bring forth the gospel which is the power of God unto salvation  

             and life, He does not echo it from heaven, but speaks it through us.   

 

          c. God’s life, the literal power and energy of God flows out of our mouths and penetrates  

             the hearts of unbelievers, and they are born again. 

 

          d. We are the ones who wield the sword of the Spirit--the Spoken Word of God 

 

          e. The Spirit speaks through us when He wants to bring judgment into situations 

 

          f. When we speak God’s Word into a situation at the direction of the Holy Spirit, it is as  

             if the Lamb of God Himself spoke the Word, and It releases Life.   
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          g. We are the womb of God from which the river is supposed to flow. 

 

III. We have the Power of God 

 

    A. Power is Measurable 

 

       1. Measurable things from God. 

 

          a. Faith as seen in Romans 12:3   

 

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man 

the measure of faith. 

 

            i. We all have a portion of faith from which Faith grows 

 

            ii. There are levels of faith. 

 

          b. There are measurable portions of righteousness. 

 

          c. There are measurable portions or degrees of sin as seen in Genesis 15:16   

 

But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 

full. 

 

          d. There are measurable levels of Grace 

 

             i. In 2 Corinthians 9:8, we find that there is all grace. 

 

             ii. In Acts 4:33, we find that there is great grace.       

       

             iii. Then of course there is simply grace. 

 

         e. Then, there are measurable degrees of Love 

 

            i. In John 15:13, we read of “Greater Love.” 

 

            ii. In Matthew 24:12, we discover “love grown cold” 

 

            iii. Then, in Philippians 1:9 we find “love abounding more and more” 

 

       2. There are measurable degrees of the Power of God 

 

          a. In Mark 6:5, we find that a measurable degree of the power of God was missing  

             because of the unbelief of the people which prohibited Jesus from doing mighty  

             miracles in Nazareth.     
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          b. In Acts 4:33, we read of Great or “mega” power because they had “great grace” 

 

          c. Listen,  

 

            i. The spirit realm is tangible and real 

 

            ii. The anointing is real 

 

            iii. The power is real 

 

            iv. Even though we may not see it, it is still there and it is measurable 

 

               1) Certain amounts of this power or river or life must be released in the realm of the  

                  Spirit to accomplish certain things 

 

               2) Different amounts are required for different things just like in the natural. 

 

Note: The heavier the object, the more power you need to lift it. The heavier or stronger the  

      stronghold, the more power needs to be released to move it.                    

 

               3) It takes more power to run a city, than a building, and more power to run a  

                  building than a flashlight. 

 

Note: Therefore, we need to Know God, and spend time with Him to build up our power, and  

      continue releasing that power into a situation until there is enough to change it. It may take a 

      year or 63 and a half years. Whatever it takes, keep praying. 

 

    B. Takes more power for some things 

 

       1. Jesus at Nazareth---he had enough power for some healings, but could not get enough  

          flowing for great miracles because of their unbelief.      

 

       2. The Disciples in Matthew 17:14-21 had been casting out demons and healing the sick 

 

          a. But they could not deliver a lunatic boy.  (No problem for Jesus) 

 

          b. The disciples had enough power flowing in their ministry to deal with most demons  

             and diseases, but they came up against one that required more faith and power. 

 

          c. Jesus said that this kind comes by prayer and fasting--Perservance 

 

       3. After asking, we tend to set back and wait on God, when God is waiting on us. 

 

          a. We are to release enough power in the spirit to get the job done. Perseverance 

 

         b. Quit waiting, but keep on speaking the Word into a situation through prayer. 
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            i. Keep binding and loosing. 

 

            ii. Keep speaking health into your body. 

 

            iii. Keep speaking Salvation into the lives of your family members 

 

          c. Prophets who persevered. 

 

            i. Elijah for the Widow’s son. He prayed three times (1 Kings 17:21) 

 

              1) Why 3 times? 

 

              2) Each time He released a little more power into the Spirit 

 

            ii. Elijah prays on Mt Carmel 

 

               1) A 63 word prayer and God answered by fire 

 

               2) Yet, he had to pray 7 times for rain 

 

                  a) He knew that God had spoken to Him to do what He did. It was God’s timing, 

                     God’s idea, and God’s will. 

 

                  b) Therefore, he persevered until God gave the rain 

 

                     i) He got into the posture of a Hebrew woman giving birth 

 

                     ii) He birthed a rain. 

 

                     iii) God’s timing, will, and idea, yet Elijah had to pray 7 times. Why? 

 

                         1] Warfare. 

 

                         2] There were spirits in the air, and he had to release enough power into  

                            the spiritual realm to get it done. 

 

            iii. Daniel persevered 

 

               1) 21 days until God answered 

 

               2) God heard the first day, but here we get an insight into the spirit world as Daniel 

                  is informed that the Prince of Persia hindered the answer. 

 

               3) It took 21 days to release enough power into the spirit realm to break through the  

                  demonic opposition so an angel could get through with the message. 
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    C. Man’s, or our part 

 

       1. God’s power is not limited 

 

       2. God works on the earth through man which limits God 

 

       3. Man’s prayer released an angel 

 

          a. Then provided the power for the angel to get through with the message 

 

          b. Daniel’s prayer was granted and on the way, but if Daniel had not continued praying,  

             than presumably the answer would not have arrived.   

 

    D. Let us release the Power of God 

 

       1. If Jesus had to pray three times to release enough power for a breakthrough, why can’t we  

         pray until a breakthrough                             

 

       2. I am not talking about asking God again and again, but I am talking about understanding  

          the ways and principles of God enough to know how to release the River in order to give  

          birth to things out of your spiritual womb. 

 

       3. When you intercede, you are co-operating with the Spirit of God, and it releases Him to  

          go out from us to hover over a situation, releasing His life-birthing energies until that for 

          which we are asking comes forth. 

 

         a. Dutch Sheets had to release the river of life from his womb for a month for his wife to  

           be healed of the cyst in her body. Throughout the entire month, the pain decreased  

           which, according to the Doctor, meant that the cyst was shrinking.   

 

         b. I know a family that released the river of life for 20 years or more for their parents, until  

           life came. 

 

         c. My wife and I have released the river of life for our children since birth, but especially  

            since 1985 when they began to reach adulthood, and we have saw the results. 

 

         d. It took a year of speaking the Word of God, weeping, calling forth a new brain inside  

            the comatose girl’s head, and fighting the fight of faith to release enough of the River  

            of life to bring new life into her brain and body. 

 

       4. Notice Paul’s words in Ephesians 3:20  

 

          a. Scripture 

 

            i. Kjv… 
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Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 

the power that worketh in us, 

 

            ii. Nlt… 

 

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish 

infinitely more than we might ask or think. 

 

            iii. Amp… 

 

Now to Him who is able to [carry out His purpose and] do superabundantly more than all that we 

dare ask or think [infinitely beyond our greatest prayers, hopes, or dreams], according to His 

power that is at work within us,           

                

          b. Why then are we so often deficient. 

 

          c. The problem is not the Power source  

 

          d. The problem is the “power that worketh, continues to work within us” 

 

             i. According to the power that works within us  

 

             ii. This could be translated to read  

Measure of the power or the “distribution” of the power within us.                     

 

                1) Are we distributing the river of life that is in us 

 

                2) He is going to do superabundantly more than we can ask or think in the measure  

                   of the power that is distributed from us. 

 

                   a) We do not release enough power through casual or sporadic praying 

 

                   b) We must release this power on a consistent basis as James said, “The  

                      effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 

 

                      i) This verse says that our prayers do much. They operate. 

 

                      ii) Our prayers go to work. 

 

                      iii) Our earnest (heartfelt) prayers makes tremendous power available   

 

Note: We have the same power in us that created the world. We have the same power in us that  

       went into the depths of the earth and took the keys from the kingdom of darkness. We must  

       release it. Release the river. Release the power. Release it and release it and release it, and  

       release it some more. Again, again, and again. 
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Conclude: 

 

Note the following Scriptures 

 

      i. Revelations 5:8   

 

And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the 

Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of 

saints. 

                    

      ii. Revelations 8:3   

 

And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto 

him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which 

was before the throne. 4) And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, 

ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. 5) And the angel took the censer, and filled it with 

fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, 

and an earthquake. 

 

1. This indicates that our prayers accumulate 

 

   a. It seems that our prayers are stored in bowls in heaven. 

 

   b. When it is the right time, or there are enough prayers in the bowl, he mixes it with fire from  

     the altar. 

 

2. Note this: God takes the same fire 

 

   a. That fell on Sinai 

 

   b. That burned the sacrifice, the rocks, the water, and everything else when Elijah prayed 

 

   c. That fell at Pentecost 

 

   d. That destroys His enemies 

 

   e. The very fire of Almighty God, and He mixes it with our bowl of prayers, and then He pours  

      it upon the earth. 

 

      i. Lighting starts flashing 

 

      ii. Thunder begins crashing 

 

      iii. The earth quakes 

 

      iv. Something awesome happens in the realm of the Spirit which affects the natural realm. 
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3. Maybe that is what happened when Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises late at night. 

 

   a. Worship started ascending 

 

   b. God was anointing it 

 

   c. Bowls were filled 

 

   d. God poured it out and the earth literally started quaking, the jail door opened and the shackles  

     fell off, which resulted in their first converts in Asia being born again in Philippi, and the  

     Gospel made its first penetration into a new continent on earth. 

 

4. When we pray 

 

   a. God sends His angels to get the bowls of prayer to mix with the fire of the altar 

 

   b. Problem is that there is not enough prayers in our bowls to meet the need. 

 

   c. The reality is that God is not able to do what we have asked because we have not given Him  

      enough power in our prayer times to get it done. He poured out all there was to pour, and  

      there was not enough to get the job done.   

 

Note: Not just a faith issue but a power issue also. 

 

5. Let us Get Radical and Pour on the Power 

 

   a. For a year Dutch Sheets tears were bottled up 

 

Note Psalms 56:8…”put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book? 

 

   b. One Saturday morning in 1986, God said to one of the angels: See the little girl over there  

     whose brain is no longer functioning; who has to be fed through her stomach; who breathes  

     through a hole in her throat; who is lying there like a living dead person; whom the doctors  

     say there’s no hope; and she’s is dying? Do you see her? Take this bowl that’s been filled, mix  

     it with My fire, and go dump it on her head.” The rest is history. 

 

   c. Put to work these principles 

 

     i. Go into your unsaved child’s room, and pray power, substance in everything they touch.   

 

     ii. Pray over cloths to distribute to people releasing the power that is in us. 

 

     iii. One lady got radical and had a cloth prayed over 

 

        1) Put it in everything she could as she hid them in her son’s clothes 
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        2) She would run out and come for another and another 

 

        3) She hid them under the insole of her son’s shoes, and he loaned them to a friend and  

           the friend got saved. 

 

        4) Smear everything your children have with the anointing  

 

   d. Some will use a burro to break a horse 

 

     i. The horse wears himself out fighting the burro that is tied to him 

 

     ii. The burro assumes the place of the leader and the horse follows him 

 

   e. Victory  

 

     i. Goes to the persistent, not to the angry 

 

     ii. Goes to the dedicated, not to those who can provide great demonstrations of emotion and  

        energy 

 

Note: We need committed, determined, systematic prayer, not once in awhile fireworks.            

 

6. Listen to this prayer from Intercessory Prayer by Dutch Sheets called “Forgive Us, Father” 

 

Father, why is the thing we need the most, the thing we do the least? Why are most of us so busy 

we don’t have time? You must have many frustrated days when Your eyes roam to and from 

throughout the earth in search of someone whose heart is completely Yours. You must weep often 

when You seek for a man or woman to stand in the gap to fill the breech and find no one. Your 

heart must ache at times for us, Your people, to rise up and be what You’ve called us to be.             

  

We humble ourselves before your throne and ask You to forgive us for our lack of prayer. And 

forgive us as leaders, Lord, who have not told Your people the truth. Forgive us as a church--the 

Body of Christ for allowing evil to rule in this land when You have more than more than enough 

power in our wombs to change it. 

  

Forgive us, for it is not Your fault, that we have a generation marked X. It is not Your will that we 

kill the next generation before it takes its first breath. It is not Your plan that we still have not 

overcome the principality of hatred that divides this land. 

 

Forgive us, Lord. Cleanse us now and break the curses we have allowed to rule over us. Forgive us 

and cleanse us from the sin of apathy, complacency, ignorance and unbelief. Wash us with the 

water of your Word. Break off of us this lethargic prayerlessness, which we justify in a thousand 

different ways. It really boils down to disobedience, unbelief and sin. 

 

Father, please forgive us and deliver us. Set us free from being hearers of the Word only, and not 

doers. Give us homes and churches that are founded on the rock of obedience to Your Word. Rise 
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up in Your people with the stubborn tenacity that Jesus had, that the Early Church walked in. 

Cause us to cast off everything that would oppose Your Spirit and move us into a realm that pays a 

price and lays hold of the kingdom of God. 

 

Fill us with Your Spirit. Baptize us in fire. Let there be an impartation of the Spirit of grace and 

supplication.  Let there be an anointing that comes from your throne to hungry people who are 

tired of status quo, of mediocrity, of death and destruction. We are tired of it, God. We are tired of 

being defeated by a defeated enemy. We are tired of being held back from our destiny, both 

individually and as a nation. We are tired of lack and disease. We are tired of sin. We are hungry 

for something---the God of the Bible. 

          

          


