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 Twelve men have enrolled in TRBA’s 
Pastor Essentials class that promises to 
train men to plant a church or pastor an 
existing church in our area. 
 The every Monday evening class began 
Jan. 12.  Students will spend a year learn-
ing the basics that every pastor should 
know.   
 The class covers a broad range of top-
ics including  the call to ministry, making 
disciples, personal character, hermeneu-
tics (how to interpret the Bible), homilet-
ics (how to write sermons and preach), 
survey of the entire Bible, major Bible 
doctrines, apologetics, and various practi-
cal maters such as how to perform wed-
dings and funerals, keep records, and 
handle church finances. 
  The number of students was an answer 
to prayer, said David Williams, TRBA di-
rector of missions. 
 “As I prayed about the class, I felt led 
to trust the Lord for 12 students, 12 men 
to train them, and 12 new church starts 
during this year,” he said.   
 “We have ten committed trainers al-
ready and I’m sure that at least 12 of our 

pastors will be involved in some way,” 
Williams said.  “That’s an amazing thing.  I 
know of no other association that has 
anywhere near that kind of involvement 
of their pastors in training new pastors.” 
 Williams said he fully expects 12 
churches to be planted in 2015.  “Some 
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Sun, February 1 
 AM Hinch, _________ 
 PM Snell, Catchings 
Sat, February 7  
 AM Mendoza, Longoira 
 PM Dosier, Skinner 
Sun, February 8  
 AM Presnulls 
 PM McGuires 
Sat,  Februay 14 
 AM Thomas, Clark 
 PM Garvins  
Sun, February 15 
 AM Radley, Gault 
 PM Baldridges  

 Sat,  February 21 
 AM Davis, Goff 
 PM Hortmans 
 Sun,  February 22 
 AM Smarts 
 PM Herring, Morales 
 Sat,    Februay 28 
  AM C. & G. Theis 
  PM K. & L. Yielding 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Family Visitors’ Center Schedule   

Pastor Essentials starts with 12 students 

A Heart for Missions 
Banquet set for Feb. 3 
 Jerry and Sherrie 
Avery, missionaries to 
Zambia, will be key-
note speakers at this 
year’s A Heart for 
Missions Banquet, 
sponsored by the TRBA 
Women’s Missions and 
Ministry Team. 
 The 6:30 p.m. banquet at First 
Liberty will be preceded by a brief TRBA Executive 
Board meeting at 6 p.m. 
 Special music will feature a quartet from Har-
din Baptist Church.   
 The meal will be a fried fish dinner, catered by 
the Haidusek Family.  Cost of the meal is $12 
each, with reservations due Wednesday, Jan. 28.  
  Banquet guests will have opportunity to con-
tribute to a money tree for the Averys. 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  
6-9 pm 
Pastor 

Essentials 
 

 

3  
6 pm 
TRBA Ex Bd, and 

A Heart for 
Missions Banquet 
First Liberty  
 
6:30 pm 
Gideons 

4 5 
9 am 
Senior Pastor 

Prayer Time 

6 7 

8  9  
6-9 pm 
Pastor 

Essentials 

10  11 12 
9 am 
Senior Pastor 

Prayer Time 

13 14  

15 16 
6-9 pm 
Pastor 

Essentials 

17 
6:30 pm 
TRBA Youth 

Ministers 
Fellowship 

18 19 
9 am 
Senior Pastor 

Prayer Time 

20 21 
SBTC 
Conferencia de 

Evangelismo 
First Euless 

22  
 

23 
6-9 pm 
Pastor 

Essentials 

24 25 26 
9 am 
Senior Pastor 

Prayer Time 

27 28 
9-11:30 am 
BGCT VBS 

Materials 
Overview 
Dell Dale BC, 
Channelview 

 Dec 14  Jan - Dec 14 

Batson Prairie 175.00  4,108.00 

Berean Tabernacle 0.00  1,200.00 

Calvary, Dayton 500.00  5,200.00 

Calvary, Liberty 279.48  3,297.19 

Center, Thicket 0.00  798.00 

Central Daisetta 454.87  2,381.47 

Central, Liberty 257.25  1,706.10 

Covenant 102.41  558.27 

Eminence 346.00  1,270.00 

First Anahuac 833.33  9,999.96 

First Batson 200.00  2,600.00 

First Concord 0.00  386.22 

First Daisetta 592.00  4,208.00 

First Dayton 759.48  8,526.25 

First Devers 324.78  5,092.75 

First High Island 0.00  1,614.74 

First Hull 0.00  2,064.21 

First Liberty 1,362.32  15,545.61 

First Saratoga 465.69  5,398.24 

First Sour Lake 732.02  8,128.52 

Grace Community 700.00  9,200.00 

Grayburg 0.00  798.99 

Gum Grove 39.64  392.71 

Hardin Baptist 1,665.33  16,082.04 

Heights 675.09  8,556.31 

House of Living Waters 0.00  437.06 

Kenefick Southern 1,002.09  9,599.23 

Mt Calvary 465.93  5,396.82 

North Main 1,200.00  14,400.00 

Nuevo Amanecer 0.00  0.00 

Oak Island 106.57  434.24 

Old River 2,333.34  14,000.04 

Pathways 102.00  1,327.00 

Primera Dayton 75.00  900.00 

Smith Point 108.81  713.06 

South Dayton 50.00  741.84 

Sweet Home 50.00  764.63 

Trinity 100.00  1,200.00 

West End 937.00  5,531.00 

Whispering Meadows 288.10  2,759.14 

Wild Country Mission 0.00  1,103.80 

Interest 16.69  124.94 

TOTAL 17,300.22  178,546.38 

SBTC Empower Conference and Conferencia de Evangelismo 
First Euless 

Class Photo — Students and trainers in the TRBA Pastor Essentials class gather for a group picture behind the 
Church Planting Pipeline model.  The class is the part of the Pipeline that prepares men called by God.  Pastors 
serving as trainers include the three men on the left — Tim Gruver of Heights, Byron Sanford of Grayburg, Scott 
Tidwell of Wild Country — and the one on the right — Steve Bean of First Liberty.  The other men are students, left 
to right, Alan Tidwell, Michael Mitschke, Lee Weaver, Mac Robinson, Robert Hammond, Robert  Tarwater, Omar 
Cantu, Jerry Owens, Freddie Villarreal Jr., Dennis Odell, and Walter Lowe.  Those who have attended but are not 
pictured are Charlie Ammons, a student;  Michael Blackburn, pastor of Trinity Dayton; and David Williams, TRBA 
director of missions.   

TRBA at Prayer — Before delivering a powerful sermon during the Jan. 11 TRBA Evangelism Rally, Nathan 
Cothen, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Beaumont, asked the people to kneel or bow in personal prayer, 
right where they were in their pews at First Dayton.  More pictures on page 3. 

may meet in homes, restaurants, store 
fronts, or even outside in a park or under a 
tent,” he said.  “Church is not the building  
people meet in.  It’s the people, wherever 
they meet.” 

After the TRBA Evangelism 
Rally, Tony Hines and other 
leaders took Nathan and Vicki 
Cothen to Jax for dinner.  Co-
then said he really enjoyed the  
Big Dirty hamburger, fries, and 
onion rings with ranch dressing.   

Ugly Sweater Contest —Here are the winners of 
Hardin Baptist Church’s youth department’s Ugly 
Sweater Contest on Dec. 21.  Left to right are Casey 
Hortman, Madison Scott, Jennifer Jackson, Michael 
Kinnamon, Zachary Barrett, and Bryce Barrett.  Min-
ister of youth is John Pages. 



   

As Paul and Barnabas wrapped up their first missionary 

journey, they returned to the churches they had just 

started a few months before in Lystra, Iconium and Pisidian Antioch, 

“strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith.”  

And they also “appointed elders for them in each church” (Acts 14:22-23). 

Mission JourneyMission Journey  

 Those elders Paul and Barnabas ap-
pointed became pastors of those young 
congregations.   
 New believers themselves, having just 
been won to Christ by the missionaries who 
had come through town a few months ear-
lier, those men needed a crash course in 
what it takes to be a pastor, an elder, a 
leader of a congregation. 
 TRBA’s Pastor Essentials class is our ef-
fort to train men who live and work in our 
area to be pastors.  Some of those men will 
start new churches.  Some will become 
pastors of our existing churches. 
 
Pastors are important 
 Churches need pastors.   
 To start a new church, you need a pastor. 
 To help a church get back on track in ful-
filling the Great Commission, you need a 
pastor. 
 To grow a church, you need a pastor. 
 To equip the members of a church to use 
their spiritual gifts, you need a pastor. 
 To model the sacrificial servant spirit of 
Jesus Christ, you need a pastor. 
 To revitalize a church that is about to 

close its doors, you need a pastor. 
 For a church to become all that God de-
signed it to be, desires it to be, and certainly 
deserves it to be . . . you need a pastor. 
 A church without a pastor is like a load of 
hay without a wagon, or a wagon without a 
horse, or a horse without a bridle.  Or 
maybe all three.  There are no words ade-
quate to describe the incompleteness of a 
church without a pastor. 
 
But what about “bad” pastors? 
 No church wants a “bad” pastor, but a 
“bad” pastor is not one you disagree with or 
don’t get along with or don’t like the looks 
of, or doesn’t do things the way you think 
they ought to be done.   
 A “bad” pastor is one who is criminal, im-
moral, unethical, or seeking his own good 
rather than seeking the will of God for him-
self and his church. 
 Be very careful about criticizing any pastor 
who is called by God to lead your church and 
is earnestly seeking to do so.  Your church 
desperately needs that man.  And your 
church desperately needs you to follow that 
man rather than try to derail his efforts. 
 Churches call pastors.  Don’t call a “bad” 
pastor.  Find out what kind of man he is be-
fore you call him.  Be sure that you are call-
ing the man God wants you to call.  Once 
you do that, then be confident you have a 
“good” pastor. 
 Here are a couple of truths that have 
grabbed me lately: 
 1. Every church needs a pastor who will 
lead them to accomplish God’s purposes. 
 2. Every church needs a congregation that 
will follow their God-given pastor. 
  
Equipping pastors to serve you and lead you, 

David Williams 

Pray for our pastorless churches 

 
West End Saratoga, since August 2014 
 Bill Fabriguze, interim 
First Hull, since February 2014 
 John Guedry, interim 
First Concord, since January 2014 
 Richard Stidham, interim 
Oak Island, since December 2012 

Exciting things are happening in TRBA! 
Help us spread the word. 
 Send us your photos and information about past events.   
 We especially love to see photos of baptisms, ordinations, and community outreach 
events.  But anything happening in your church may be of interest to other TRBA people.  
Check out your church calendar for ideas of what to send us.    
 Email pictures and information to David@TrinityRiverBaptistAssociation.org. 

Evangelism Rally — “You plant seed everywhere you can plant seed as long as you can 
plant seed,” Nathan Cothen, right, told those attending the 2015 TRBA Evangelism Rally 
on Jan. 11 at First Dayton.  “Not every seed you plant is going to come up, but the more 
seed you plant, the more will come up,” said Cothen, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Beaumont.  Leading worship, top, were Michael McIlwain and his praise team from Kene-
fick Southern Baptist Church.  Norris Rhodes, above right, sang two solos.  Above left, 
Tony Hines, pastor of Hardin Baptist Church and TRBA’s evangelism director, planned 
the event. 

Youth ministers pizza 
fellowship Feb. 17 

Baby Dedication —Pastor Michael Blackburn of 
Trinity Baptist in Dayton, leads Taylor and Nina Harp 
in dedicating their new baby to the Lord.  Carter 
Michael Harp was born Dec. 19.  His daddy, a U.S. 
Marine, was able to get to the hospital just minutes 
before his birth.  The parents asked Blackburn about 
having a dedication ceremony on Dec. 28 before 
Taylor had to return to camp.  Although Blackburn 
and his wife Marilyn had already arranged to take 
that day off to celebrate their 40th wedding anniver-
sary, they decided to adjust their plans and be at 
church for the dedication.  Instead of taking the 
whole day off, they celebrated their anniversary with 
breakfast before church and dinner that evening. 

NAMB partners with Focus on the Family 
to provide care line for SBC pastors 
 Southern Baptist pastors struggling through 
personal or professional crisis now have a confi-
dential place to turn, thanks to a new partnership 
between the North American Mission Board 
(NAMB) and Focus on the Family.   
 The care line launched Oct. 1 is dedicated exclu-
sively to Southern Baptist pastors, chaplains and 
missionaries.  Calls to 844-PASTOR1 are answered 
by Focus on the Famly’s Famly Help Center and 
remain completely confidential.  No information 
about the calls — including the name of the pastor 
or the church or the nature of the call — will be 
provided to NAMB. 
 The phone line is available weekdays between 8 
a.m. and 10 p.m. Eastern Time. 

 TRBA churches can apply to participate in 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary’s an-
nual Revive This Nation (RTN) program which 
matches preaching students with congregations 
for spring revival meetings. 
 The seminary pays the roundtrip transportation 
for the preachers to the church.  The church pro-
vides lodging, meals and local transportation for 
the preacher.  The meetings begin on Sunday 
morning, March 8, and end on Wednesday eve-
ning, March 11.  During the day, the preacher and 
pastor engage lost people in the community. 
 “Our ambition is to partner with as many local 
churches as possible in proclaiming the gospel to 
the lost,” said Bethany Thomas, RTN representa-
tive. 
 The application form is online at http ://
swbts.edu/rtn.  For more information, call  
817-923-1921, or email rtn@ swbts.edu. 

SWBTS offers to send 
preachers for revivals 

Mt. Calvary hosting Love and 
Respect video conference 

 “Women need love.  Men need respect.  It’s as 
simple and as complicated as that.” 
 That’s the idea in a nutshell of the Love and 
Respect conference that promises “revolutionary 
insights on how to achieve a brand-new level of 
intimacy and friendship.” 
 Cost to attend the video conference at Mount 
Calvary Baptist Church Feb. 13-14 is $20 each, with 
a $5 discount through Feb. 2.  Sessions are 6:45-
10:15 p.m. Friday and 8:45 to 1:45 p.m. Saturday. 

 

Senior Pastor Prayer Time 
9 a.m. each Thursday 

TRBA Conference Room 

 Omar Cantu, youth minister at North Main 
and youth director for TRBA, is calling all youth 
ministers to join for fellowship, support, en-
couragement and sharing of ideas. 
 The first meeting will be 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Feb. 17, at the TRBA office.  Pizza and soft 
drinks will be provided. 
 “As a youth worker, you know there are 
many challenges,” Cantu said in an email to 
youth leaders.  “TRBA is bringing together a 
community of individuals who each share the 
call to minister to teenagers.  Our desire is to 
see you connect to other great youth workers 
through our social networks, special promo-
tions, and events.” 
 Cantu said he anticipates the development 
of “a strong youth network” that will improve 
the youth ministry in all TRBA churches. 

A big thank you to Hardin Baptist Church for lead-
ing our association in both amount given and per 
capita gifts to the Annie Armstrong Offering in 2013.  
Tony Hines is pastor.   

MEALS NEEDED 

Pastor Essentials meets 6-9 p.m. each 
Monday and begins with a meal for the 
men.  If your church, class or group would 
like to provide a meal, contact Theresa 
Adair at TRBA.  Meals need to be dropped 
off at 5:45 p.m. in throwaway containers.  
Plan for 20 men.  Ideas: pizza, barbecue, 
chicken, sandwiches, tacos. hamburgers. 
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 Be very careful about criticizing any pastor 
who is called by God to lead your church and 
is earnestly seeking to do so.  Your church 
desperately needs that man.  And your 
church desperately needs you to follow that 
man rather than try to derail his efforts. 
 Churches call pastors.  Don’t call a “bad” 
pastor.  Find out what kind of man he is be-
fore you call him.  Be sure that you are call-
ing the man God wants you to call.  Once 
you do that, then be confident you have a 
“good” pastor. 
 Here are a couple of truths that have 
grabbed me lately: 
 1. Every church needs a pastor who will 
lead them to accomplish God’s purposes. 
 2. Every church needs a congregation that 
will follow their God-given pastor. 
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Baby Dedication —Pastor Michael Blackburn of 
Trinity Baptist in Dayton, leads Taylor and Nina Harp 
in dedicating their new baby to the Lord.  Carter 
Michael Harp was born Dec. 19.  His daddy, a U.S. 
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having a dedication ceremony on Dec. 28 before 
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that day off to celebrate their 40th wedding anniver-
sary, they decided to adjust their plans and be at 
church for the dedication.  Instead of taking the 
whole day off, they celebrated their anniversary with 
breakfast before church and dinner that evening. 
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ning, March 11.  During the day, the preacher and 
pastor engage lost people in the community. 
 “Our ambition is to partner with as many local 
churches as possible in proclaiming the gospel to 
the lost,” said Bethany Thomas, RTN representa-
tive. 
 The application form is online at http ://
swbts.edu/rtn.  For more information, call  
817-923-1921, or email rtn@ swbts.edu. 

SWBTS offers to send 
preachers for revivals 

Mt. Calvary hosting Love and 
Respect video conference 

 “Women need love.  Men need respect.  It’s as 
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 Omar Cantu, youth minister at North Main 
and youth director for TRBA, is calling all youth 
ministers to join for fellowship, support, en-
couragement and sharing of ideas. 
 The first meeting will be 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Feb. 17, at the TRBA office.  Pizza and soft 
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 “As a youth worker, you know there are 
many challenges,” Cantu said in an email to 
youth leaders.  “TRBA is bringing together a 
community of individuals who each share the 
call to minister to teenagers.  Our desire is to 
see you connect to other great youth workers 
through our social networks, special promo-
tions, and events.” 
 Cantu said he anticipates the development 
of “a strong youth network” that will improve 
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 Twelve men have enrolled in TRBA’s 
Pastor Essentials class that promises to 
train men to plant a church or pastor an 
existing church in our area. 
 The every Monday evening class began 
Jan. 12.  Students will spend a year learn-
ing the basics that every pastor should 
know.   
 The class covers a broad range of top-
ics including  the call to ministry, making 
disciples, personal character, hermeneu-
tics (how to interpret the Bible), homilet-
ics (how to write sermons and preach), 
survey of the entire Bible, major Bible 
doctrines, apologetics, and various practi-
cal maters such as how to perform wed-
dings and funerals, keep records, and 
handle church finances. 
  The number of students was an answer 
to prayer, said David Williams, TRBA di-
rector of missions. 
 “As I prayed about the class, I felt led 
to trust the Lord for 12 students, 12 men 
to train them, and 12 new church starts 
during this year,” he said.   
 “We have ten committed trainers al-
ready and I’m sure that at least 12 of our 

pastors will be involved in some way,” 
Williams said.  “That’s an amazing thing.  I 
know of no other association that has 
anywhere near that kind of involvement 
of their pastors in training new pastors.” 
 Williams said he fully expects 12 
churches to be planted in 2015.  “Some 
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Family Visitors’ Center Schedule   

Pastor Essentials starts with 12 students 

A Heart for Missions 
Banquet set for Feb. 3 
 Jerry and Sherrie 
Avery, missionaries to 
Zambia, will be key-
note speakers at this 
year’s A Heart for 
Missions Banquet, 
sponsored by the TRBA 
Women’s Missions and 
Ministry Team. 
 The 6:30 p.m. banquet at First 
Liberty will be preceded by a brief TRBA Executive 
Board meeting at 6 p.m. 
 Special music will feature a quartet from Har-
din Baptist Church.   
 The meal will be a fried fish dinner, catered by 
the Haidusek Family.  Cost of the meal is $12 
each, with reservations due Wednesday, Jan. 28.  
  Banquet guests will have opportunity to con-
tribute to a money tree for the Averys. 
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1 2  
6-9 pm 
Pastor 

Essentials 
 

 

3  
6 pm 
TRBA Ex Bd, and 

A Heart for 
Missions Banquet 
First Liberty  
 
6:30 pm 
Gideons 

4 5 
9 am 
Senior Pastor 

Prayer Time 

6 7 

8  9  
6-9 pm 
Pastor 

Essentials 

10  11 12 
9 am 
Senior Pastor 

Prayer Time 

13 14  

15 16 
6-9 pm 
Pastor 

Essentials 

17 
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TRBA Youth 

Ministers 
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Senior Pastor 

Prayer Time 

20 21 
SBTC 
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Prayer Time 

27 28 
9-11:30 am 
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Materials 
Overview 
Dell Dale BC, 
Channelview 

 Dec 14  Jan - Dec 14 

Batson Prairie 175.00  4,108.00 

Berean Tabernacle 0.00  1,200.00 

Calvary, Dayton 500.00  5,200.00 

Calvary, Liberty 279.48  3,297.19 

Center, Thicket 0.00  798.00 

Central Daisetta 454.87  2,381.47 

Central, Liberty 257.25  1,706.10 

Covenant 102.41  558.27 

Eminence 346.00  1,270.00 

First Anahuac 833.33  9,999.96 

First Batson 200.00  2,600.00 

First Concord 0.00  386.22 

First Daisetta 592.00  4,208.00 

First Dayton 759.48  8,526.25 

First Devers 324.78  5,092.75 

First High Island 0.00  1,614.74 

First Hull 0.00  2,064.21 

First Liberty 1,362.32  15,545.61 

First Saratoga 465.69  5,398.24 

First Sour Lake 732.02  8,128.52 

Grace Community 700.00  9,200.00 

Grayburg 0.00  798.99 

Gum Grove 39.64  392.71 

Hardin Baptist 1,665.33  16,082.04 

Heights 675.09  8,556.31 

House of Living Waters 0.00  437.06 

Kenefick Southern 1,002.09  9,599.23 

Mt Calvary 465.93  5,396.82 

North Main 1,200.00  14,400.00 

Nuevo Amanecer 0.00  0.00 

Oak Island 106.57  434.24 

Old River 2,333.34  14,000.04 

Pathways 102.00  1,327.00 

Primera Dayton 75.00  900.00 

Smith Point 108.81  713.06 

South Dayton 50.00  741.84 

Sweet Home 50.00  764.63 

Trinity 100.00  1,200.00 

West End 937.00  5,531.00 

Whispering Meadows 288.10  2,759.14 

Wild Country Mission 0.00  1,103.80 

Interest 16.69  124.94 

TOTAL 17,300.22  178,546.38 

SBTC Empower Conference and Conferencia de Evangelismo 
First Euless 

Class Photo — Students and trainers in the TRBA Pastor Essentials class gather for a group picture behind the 
Church Planting Pipeline model.  The class is the part of the Pipeline that prepares men called by God.  Pastors 
serving as trainers include the three men on the left — Tim Gruver of Heights, Byron Sanford of Grayburg, Scott 
Tidwell of Wild Country — and the one on the right — Steve Bean of First Liberty.  The other men are students, left 
to right, Alan Tidwell, Michael Mitschke, Lee Weaver, Mac Robinson, Robert Hammond, Robert  Tarwater, Omar 
Cantu, Jerry Owens, Freddie Villarreal Jr., Dennis Odell, and Walter Lowe.  Those who have attended but are not 
pictured are Charlie Ammons, a student;  Michael Blackburn, pastor of Trinity Dayton; and David Williams, TRBA 
director of missions.   

TRBA at Prayer — Before delivering a powerful sermon during the Jan. 11 TRBA Evangelism Rally, Nathan 
Cothen, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Beaumont, asked the people to kneel or bow in personal prayer, 
right where they were in their pews at First Dayton.  More pictures on page 3. 

may meet in homes, restaurants, store 
fronts, or even outside in a park or under a 
tent,” he said.  “Church is not the building  
people meet in.  It’s the people, wherever 
they meet.” 

After the TRBA Evangelism 
Rally, Tony Hines and other 
leaders took Nathan and Vicki 
Cothen to Jax for dinner.  Co-
then said he really enjoyed the  
Big Dirty hamburger, fries, and 
onion rings with ranch dressing.   

Ugly Sweater Contest —Here are the winners of 
Hardin Baptist Church’s youth department’s Ugly 
Sweater Contest on Dec. 21.  Left to right are Casey 
Hortman, Madison Scott, Jennifer Jackson, Michael 
Kinnamon, Zachary Barrett, and Bryce Barrett.  Min-
ister of youth is John Pages. 




