


   

It was another terrible terrorist act like so many we have 

seen lately.  But there was something different that 

caught my attention.  The February beheading of 12 Egyptian Christians by Isis on 

a Libyan beach was clearly an act of war against the cross of Jesus.  The terrorists 

released a graphic video of their barbaric act and titled it, ά! aŜǎǎŀƎŜ {ƛƎƴŜŘ 

With Blood, To The Nation of the Cross.έ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ άǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎέ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ άŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƭƭǳǎƛƻƴ.έ   Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ, they killed 

those men because those men loved Jesus. 

Mission JourneyMission Journey  

 Before their deaths, the men cried out in 
unison, ά¸ŀ wŀōōƛ ¸ŀǎƻǳ,έ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ, άh 
my Lord Jesus!έ  ²ŀƭƛŘ {ƘƻŜōŀǘ, a terrorism 
expert who is a former 
Muslim and now a 
Christian, said their cry 
is evidence that the 
men refused an offer to 
save their lives by de-
nying Jesus. 
 Pope Francis called 
the men Christian mar-
tyrs.  Franklin Graham 
said, ά²ŜΩŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛ-
ously as these acts of terror will only spread 
throughout Europe and the United States . . 
. . The storm is coming.έ 
 ¢ƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƳŜǎ-
sage of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God (1 Cor. 1:18, 
NIV).   
 Jesus said these times would come.  ά!ƭƭ 
men will hate you because of me,έ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ 
(Matt. 10:22, NIV).  άLŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ƳŜ, 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻέ (John 15:20, 
NIV).  ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŜǊǎŜ-
cuted and put to death, and you will be 
hated by all nations because of me,έ (Matt. 
24:9, NIV). 
 In His vision to John, Jesus wrote to the 
church at Smyrna: ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳ-
tion . . . . Be faithful, even to the point of 
death, and I will give you the crown of 
life,έ (Rev. 2:10, NIV). 
 We Christians in the U.S. have been 
shielded from religious persecution but that 
is likely to change in the days ahead.  We 
no longer live in a land where the majority 
accept Christianity as good and right, even 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ.  These 
days Christianity is seen by many as a relig-
ion of hatred and exclusiveness.  The cross 
has become offensive even in this nation 
we used to call Christian. 
 As David Platt says, άhǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ 
shifted, and it seems that right and wrong 

are no longer measured by universal truth 
but by popular opinion.έ   
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ, 

Culture and a Call 
to Action.έ  ²Ƙŀǘ 
an appropriate 
and needed study 
for those of us 
ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ άǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎέ ƛƴ ŀ 
world that is 
growing in its ha-
tred toward Jesus. 

 I hope you will join me and others for this 
study the evening of Apr. 24 at Heights Bap-
tist Church in Liberty.   
 It will be useful to you, I know, because 
now τ before the persecution comes τ 
now is the time for you to nail down the 
ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ άǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ŜǾƛƭ 
comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done everything, 
to stand,έ (Eph. 6:13, NIV). 
 When that day comes, I want to be like 
those 21 believers on the beach who re-
fused to deny the Jesus who took up His 
cross for them.  I want my final words to 
give testimony to the Jesus who saved me. 
  

Wanting to be found faithful, 
David Williams 

Pray for our pastorless churches 
Gum Grove, since February 2015 
West End Saratoga, since August 2014 
 Bill Fabriguze, interim 
First Hull, since February 2014 
 John Guedry, interim 
First Concord, since January 2014 
 Richard Stidham, interim 
Oak Island, since December 2012 
 
Welcome Daniel Harris, called February 15 
as pastor of Covenant Baptist Church, New 
Caney. 

TRBA Senior adult 
lunch set at Kenefick 

TRBA presentation offered to churches 

First Liberty hosting 
BUA donor dinner 

 

Senior Pastor Prayer Time 
9 a.m. each Thursday 

TRBA Conference Room 

 A free lunch, missions program and 
great fellowship are in store for senior 
adults who attend the TRBA Senior Adult 
Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Monday, March 9, 
at Kenefick Southern Baptist Church. 
 Those coming are asked to make their 
reservation by March 5 with Iris Whitting-
ton, TRBA senior adult ministry director.  
Her phone number is 936-549-7052. 
 The program will include informative 
and inspiring reports from community 
ministries sponsored or supported by 
TRBA, including Liberty County Jail Minis-
try, CŀƳƛƭȅ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ 
units, Pregnancy Care Center in Dayton, 
Spirit of Sharing (SOS) in Liberty, and 
House of Destiny in Votaw, Texas.  

A Heart for Missions  ñ  Left, Sherrie Avery, medical missionary to Zambia, shares her life verse during TRBAõs A 
Heart for Missions Banquet Feb. 3 at First Liberty  Right, the Hardin Baptist Quartet shares a 30-minute concert of 

Christian music.  Left to right are Karla Burris, Dana Arthur, Norris Rodes, and Frank Green. 

First Liberty to  
redo sanctuary 
 In a Feb. 15 called business meeting, 
members of First Baptist Liberty voted to 
renovate their sanctuary, add a modular 
youth building, and begin planning the 
replacement of their south building. 
 The church is moving forward immedi-
ately with the $409,500 remodeling job 
and purchase of the $90,000 youth build-
ing, said Steve Bean, pastor. 
 As for the demolition and replacement 
of the south educational building, a team 
will now begin to discuss that project with 
architects and begin planning a capital 
stewardship program to fund the project, 
Bean said. 

 David Williams and Scott Tidwell would 
like to visit your church on a Sunday or 
Wednesday evening to share information 
about the TRBA Church Planting Pipeline 
and the Pastor Essentials class. 
 Williams is TRBA executive director.  
Tidwell is discipleship director and former 
moderator of the association. 
 άDƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
men for ministry and planting new 
churches throughout our area,έ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 
said.  ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ 
all of our churches praying, planning, and 
working together.έ 
 The Monday evening Pastor Essentials 
class has 12 students enrolled and 12 of 
our pastors involved as trainers/mentors. 
Williams is trusting the Lord that the result 
will be 12 new church starts during 2015. 
 ά9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 41 churches can have a 
part in what God is doing,έ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ǎŀƛŘ.  
ά{Ŏƻǘǘ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

story and offer ways for your church to 
join God in this miracle.έ 
 Pastors can contact Williams at TRBA to 
schedule a time for the presentation. 

Heights Remodeling ñ  Heights Baptist Church in 
Liberty is remodeling their sanctuary, including the 

installation of new windows.  Pastor Tim Gruver said 
the project is 
expected to be 
completed by 

Easter Sunday 
and TR Baptists 
who come to 

Secret Church on 
Apr. 24 will get 
to see the fin-
ished product. 

 First Liberty will be the location for 
what Baptist University of the Americas is 
calling their First Annual Southeast Texas 
Friends and Donors Dinner. 
 The 6 p.m. event will be Tuesday, Apr. 
16 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ. 
 Carlos Garduno, BUA development 
officer who once served as an intern for 
TRBA, asks that those interested call of 
email him for reservations by Apr. 1.  His 
phone numbers are 210-298-3180 and  
936-776-1387.  His email address is  
Carlos.Garduno @bua.edu. 

Love and Respect ñ Rodney Sellers reports 39 
attended the Feb. 13-14 Love and Respect Video 

Conference at Mt. Calvary in Marysee, those at-
tending calling it òeye-opening,ó and òa blessing 
of insight.ó  Carlton Bailey is pastor.  From top 
left, clockwise, attendees learned from the video, 

made new commitments, and enjoyed a Valen-
tineõs Day breakfast together. 

 

HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH, LIBERTY, TEXAS 
Beginning at 6 p.m., lasting until midnight 

Intensive Bible study, 
worship, fellowship, 

refreshments 
 

Cost is $10 each; register 
through TRBA Office 

Please . . . . . . . . . 
email David Williams pictures 

and information about special 

events that have happened in 

your church.  

We especially like baptisms,  

ordinations and community  

outreach events.   


