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Prelude
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Philip Moore

Welcome

Theme Song
From Generation to Generation

(see insert and slides)
Text: Debi Burns, Tune: W ZLOBLOBY LEZY

From generation to generation, 
we have shared the Christmas 

story of a baby in a manger, who 
was born in Bethlehem. Hope is 
winging, Peace now ringing, Joy 

we’re singing, Love he’s bringing.

God will meet you in your fear. 
And bring peace  

both far and near. 

Lighting the Advent Wreath

+ Hymn of Praise to the Triune God
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

UMH 211 (stanzas 1, 5, 7)

 O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Key of David,  
come, and open wide our heavenly 

home. The captives from their 
prison free, and conquer  

death’s deep misery.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Desire of nations  
bind all peoples in one heart  
and mind. From dust thou 

brought us forth to life;  
deliver us from earthly strife. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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+ Opening Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Patient God,

you know just how often
we make decisions from a place  

of fear rather than love.
You know just how often

we allow fear to take the place of 
logic, fanning unhealthy fires in 

our lives. You know just how often
we tuck your words, “Do not be 
afraid” on dusty shelves and in 
the back of closets, stubbornly 
holding onto our own point of 

view. Forgive us for giving fear 
the microphone. Silence the voices 
of scarcity, shame, and rejection,
which spark and feed so much of 

our fear, to recenter us in love.
With hope we pray, amen.

+ Words of Assurance

FORMED

Children’s Message

Act of Praise
Be Not Afraid

Craig Courtney
Sanctuary Choir

Be not afraid:  
for I have redeemed you;

Be not afraid:  
I have called you by name.

When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you;

When you pass through the floods, 
they will not sweep o’re you;

When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be consumed; 

You are mine,  
you are precious in my sight.



My love for you is everlasting,
My love for you shall have no end.

When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you;

When you pass through the floods, 
they will not sweep o’re you;

When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be consumed; 

You are mine,  
you are precious in my sight.

Prayer of Illumination

A shoot will grow up from the 
stump of Jesse; a branch will 

sprout from his roots. The Lord’s 
spirit will rest upon him, a spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, a spirit 
of planning and strength, a spirit of 

knowledge and fear of the Lord.
He will delight in fearing the Lord.
He won’t judge by appearances, nor 

decide by hearsay. He will judge 
the needy with righteousness, and 
decide with equity for those who 

suffer in the land. He will strike the 
violent with the rod of his mouth; by 
the breath of his lips he will kill the 
wicked. Righteousness will be the 

belt around his hips, and faithfulness 
the belt around his waist. The 

wolf will live with the lamb, and 
the leopard will lie down with the 
young goat; the calf and the young 
lion will feed together, and a little 
child will lead them. The cow and 
the bear will graze. Their young 
will lie down together, and a lion 

will eat straw like an ox. A nursing 
child will play over the snake’s 

hole; toddlers will reach right over 
the serpent’s den. They won’t harm 

or destroy anywhere on my holy 
mountain. The earth will surely be 

filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord, just as the  

water covers the sea.



On that day, the root of Jesse will 
stand as a signal to the peoples. 

The nations will seek him out, and 
his dwelling will be glorious.

+ Hymn of Preparation
Here I Am

(see insert and slides)
Text: Anna Strickland  

Tune: PICARDY

Angel Gabri’l came to Mary in 
the hills of Galilee. Apprehension 

and confusion filled her, 
wond’ring what’s to be. “Do not 

be afraid,” the angel told the maid 
“God has highly favored thee.”

Though his words were filled with 
glory still the message brought 
great fear “Who am I to bear 
the savior with the pathway 

so unclear?” “Here I am,” she 
pledged; the angel Gabriel fled 

quickly as he had appeared. 

Week by week in Mary’s belly 
God was growing flesh and bone 

as her life and path were changing 
never was she left alone with her 

all the while was Mary’s holy 
child pledge of “Here I am”  

of God’s own.

Whether we may feel we’re ready 
for the task before us laid God 
will strengthen and uphold us 
even when the fear won’t fade 
we say, “Here I am,” to God’s 

transcendent plan trusting  
God to lend us aid. 

+ Gospel Lesson
Luke 1:26-38

When Elizabeth was six months 
pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel 

to Nazareth, a city in Galilee,  
to a virgin who was engaged to a 
man named Joseph, a descendant  

of David’s house. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. When the angel came to 
her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! 

The Lord is with you!” 



She was confused by these words 
and wondered what kind of 

greeting this might be. The angel 
said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God 
is honoring you. Look! You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He 
will be great and he will be called 

the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of 

David his father. He will rule over 
Jacob’s house forever, and there 
will be no end to his kingdom.” 

Then Mary said to the angel, “How 
will this happen since I haven’t 

had sexual relations with a man?” 
The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit 
will come over you and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow 
you. Therefore, the one who is to 
be born will be holy. He will be 

called God’s Son. Look, even in her 
old age, your relative Elizabeth has 
conceived a son. This woman who 
was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is 
now six months pregnant. Nothing 
is impossible for God.” Then Mary 
said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it 
be with me just as you have said.” 

Then the angel left her.

Sermon
God Meets Us in Our Fear

+ Response to the Word

We believe in a God who knows 
our fears. We believe in a God 

who says, “Be not afraid.”
We believe in a God who kicks 

off her shoes and wades into the 
muck of our lives with us. We 
believe in a God who stitches 

herself to our heels, and invites us 
to dance. We believe in a God who 
hemmed stars into the night sky

so that we can find our way home,
and who sends us friends with 

open doors, so we can  
find our way to love.



We believe in a God who finds us 
in our fear and does not leave us 

alone. Thanks be to God for a love 
like that. Amen.

Prayers of the People 

Invitation
UMH 12

Christ our Lord invites to his 
table all who love him, who 

earnestly repent of their sin and 
seek to live in peace with one 

another. Therefore, let us confess 
our sin before God  
and one another.

Confession and Pardon

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not 

loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient 
church. We have not done your 
will, we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your 

love, we have not loved our 
neighbors, and we have not heard 

the cry of the needy. Forgive 
us, we pray. Free us for joyful 

obedience, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were 

yet sinners; that proves God’s love 
toward us. In the name of Jesus 

Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ  
you are forgiven.

All: Glory to God. Amen.

The Peace



The Great Thanksgiving
TFWS (b, c, d)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.
 Let us give thanks  

to the Lord our God.
It is right to give  

our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful 
thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Almighty God, 
creator of heaven and earth.

 And so, with your people on earth
 and all the company of heaven
 we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,                                   

Heaven and earth  
are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna in the highest!

Blest is the one who comes  
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna in the highest!

Holy are you, and blessed is your 
Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of 
his suffering, death, and resurrection

you gave birth to your church,
delivered us from slavery to sin 

and death, and made with us a new 
covenant by water and the Spirit.

On the night in which he gave 
himself up for us, he took bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which 

is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me,”

When the supper was over, he took 
the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it 

to his disciples, and said:  



“Drink from this, all of you;
This is my blood of the new 

covenant, poured out for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these 
your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and 

thanksgiving as a holy and living 
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s 

offering for us, as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith.

Christ has died,
Christ is risen;

Christ will come again.                       
Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna in the highest!

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
gathered here, and on these  

gifts of bread and wine. Make them 
be for us the body and blood of 

Christ, that we may be for the world 
the body of Christ,  

redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with 
Christ, one with each other, and one 

in ministry to all the world, until 
Christ comes in final victory and we 

feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit in your Holy Church,

all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and forever.

Amen. Amen. Amen.                                                   
Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna in the highest!



+ The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,
and the glory, forever. 

Amen.

Giving the Bread and the Cup
Tithes and offerings may be  
brought forward at this time.

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming
UMH 216

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung! Of 
Jesse’s lineage coming, as those of 
old have sung. It came, a floweret 
bright, amid the cold of winter, 
when half spent was the night.

Isaiah’ twas foretold it, the Rose 
I have in mind; with Mary we 

behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, she 
bore to us a Savior, when half 

spent was the night.

O Flower, whose fragrance tender 
with sweetness fills the air, dispel 
in glorious splendor the darkness 
everywhere. True man yet very 

God, from sin and death now save 
us, and share our every load.



Blessed Be The God of Israel
UMH 209

Blessed be the God of Israel, who 
comes to set us free, who visits 
and redeems us, and grants us 
liberty. The prophets spoke of 
mercy, of freedom and release; 
God shall fulfill the promise to 

bring our people peace.

Now from the house of David a 
child of grace is given; a Savior 
comes among us to raise us up 
to heaven. Before him goes the 

herald, forerunner in the way, the  
prophet of salvation, the 

harbinger of day.

On prisoners of darkness the sun 
begins to rise, the dawning of 

forgiveness upon the sinner’s eyes, 
to guide the feet of pilgrims along 

the paths of peace; O bless our 
God and Savior with songs  

that never cease!

Prayer after Communion 

SENT

Dismissal with Blessing

Going Forth

Postlude
Toccata on ‘Veni Emmanuel’

Andrew Carter
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