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Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,
the King of creation! O my soul,
praise him, for he is thy health
and salvation! All ye who hear,
now to his temple draw near;
join me in glad adoration!
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all
things so wondrously reigning
bears thee on eagle’s wings,
e’er in his keeping maintaining.
God’s care enfolds all, whose true
good he upholds. Hast thou not
known his sustaining?
Praise to the Lord! O let all that
is in me adore him! All that hath
life and breath, come now with
praises before him! Let the amen
sound from his people again;
gladly forever adore him.

FORMED
Scripture Lesson

Genesis 1:1-5 (CEB)
When God began to create the
heavens and the earth— the earth
was without shape or form, it was
dark over the deep sea, and God’s
wind swept over the waters— God
said, “Let there be light.” And so
light appeared. God saw how good
the light was. God separated the
light from the darkness. God named
the light Day
and the darkness Night.
There was evening and there was
morning: the first day.

Gospel Reading

Mark 1:4-11 (CEB)
John the Baptist was in the
wilderness calling for people to
be baptized to show that they were
changing their hearts and lives and
wanted God to forgive their sins.
Everyone in Judea and all the people
of Jerusalem went out to the Jordan
River and were being baptized by
John as they confessed their sins.
John wore clothes made of camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his
waist. He ate locusts and wild
honey. He announced, “One
stronger than I am is coming after
me. I’m not even worthy to bend
over and loosen the strap of his sandals. I baptize you with water, but
he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”
About that time, Jesus came
from Nazareth of Galilee, and John
baptized him in the Jordan River.
While he was coming up out of the
water, Jesus saw heaven splitting
open and the Spirit, like a dove,
coming down on him. And there
was a voice from heaven: “You are
my Son, whom I dearly love;
in you I find happiness.”

Sermon

Voice: Baptism of the Lord

Response to the Word:
Giving Voice to Peace

God of Love, We’ve Known Division
Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
Tune: BEACH SPRING (Lord, Whose Love
Through Humble Service, UMH 581)

God of love, we’ve known division
and we’ve seen its awful cost.
We have struggled
as a nation, and there’s
much that we have lost.
We have been a house divided —
and, divided, we can’t stand.
May our nation be united; give us
peace throughout this land.
Turn us, Lord, from what divides
us — fear that drives us far apart,
greed that leads to great injustice,
racist ways that break your heart.
May we seek what brings together
— hearts that bear
each other’s pain,
care and mercy toward our
neighbors, love that welcomes
strangers in.
May we all, in conversation, speak
the truth and listen well.
May we hear, across this nation,
stories others have to tell.
May we learn from other
cultures and be blessed by their
worldview;
May we serve with one another —
loving others, loving you.
You have challenged us to
goodness; you have shown a
kinder way.
It’s your love that now inspires us
as we seek a better day.
May we end our harsh division;
may we stop the hate and fear.
Make us one, Lord, as a nation;
may we be united here.

Prayers of the People
Rev. Jonathan Heifner

Offering
Doxology

When Jesus Came to Jordan
UMH 252 (stanza 1)
When Jesus came to Jordan
to be baptized by John, he did not
come for pardon but as the sinless
one. He came to share repentance
with all who mourn their sins,
to speak the vital sentence with
which good news begins.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENT
Sending Hymn

Baptized in Water
TFWS 2248
Baptized in water, sealed by the
Spirit, cleansed by the blood of
Christ, our King;
heirs of salvation , trusting is
promise, faithfully now God’s
praises we sing.

Baptized in water sealed by the
Spirit, dead in the tomb with
Christ, our King;
one with his rising, freed and
forgiven, thankfully now God’s
praises we sing.
Baptized in water, sealed by the
Spirit, marked with the sign of
Christ, our King;
born of one Father, we are his
children, joyfully now God’s
praises we sing.

Benediction
Postlude

Fantasy of Praise
to the Lord, the Almighty
Aaron David Miller
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