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We are the Body of Christ!
The hand clapping, toe tapping,
heart pumping, mouth laughing,
arms embracing,
Justice seeking, hymn singing, love
making, bread baking, risk taking
All: Body of Christ!
Baptized by one Spirit, we are
members of one body.
All: Many and varied in gender,
color, sexuality, age, class, and
ability, we are members of
Christ’s beautiful body.
None of us can say to another,
“I have no need of you.”
All: For only together can
we find wholeness.
None of us can say to another,
“I will not care for you.”
All: For we are connected like
muscle and bone.
If one suffers; we all suffer. If one
rejoices, we all rejoice!
Thanks be to God who
in Christ has made us one.
All: Let us worship God!

+ Hymn of Praise to the Triune God
“Gather Us In”
TFWS 2236 (stanzas 1, 2, 4)

.

Here in this place new light is
streaming, now is the darkness
vanished away, see in this space
our fears and our dreamings,
brought here to you in the light
of this day. Gather us in - the lost
and forsaken, gather us in - the
blind and the lame; call to us now,
and we shall awaken, we shall
arise at the sound of our name.

. We are the young - our lives are
a myst’ry we are the old - who
yearn for your face, we have been
sung throughout all of hist’ry,
called to be light to the whole
human race. Gather us in - the
rich and the haughty, gather us
in - the proud and the strong;
give us a heart so meek and
so lowly, give us the courage
to enter the song.
Not in the dark of buildings
confining, not in some heaven,
light-years away, but here in this
place the new light is shining, now
is the Kingdom, now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your
own; gather us in - all peoples
together, fire of love in our flesh
and our bone.

+ Opening Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of all goodness,
to know you is eternal life:
Grant us so perfectly to know
your Son Jesus Christ to be
the way, the truth, and the life,
that we may steadfastly follow
his steps in the way that leads
to eternal life;

through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Peace of Christ
FORMED
Act of Praise

“Let Everything that Hath Breath”
arr. Jeffery Ames

Sanctuary Choir
Sing unto the Lord a new song.
Sing unto the Lord all the earth.
Declare His glory among
the nations.
Let everything that hath
breath praise the Lord!
Magnify the lord with me
and exalt His name together.
Hallelujah, bless His name
for He’s worthy to be praised.
Clap your hands all ye people.
Shout with a voice of triumph!
For the mighty Lord is great and
greatly to be praised.
Let everything that hath
breath praise the Lord!
Come on and praise the Lord.
Let’s all praise His name.
Praise Him with the timbrel,
praise Him with the dance.
Stand on your feet and
just lift up holy hands.
Sing Hallelujah,
praise His holy name.
For the Lord is worthy to be praised!
Let’s praise the Lord!
Let everything that hath breath
praise the Lord!

Children’s Message

Scripture Lesson
“Acts 11:1-18”

. The apostles and the brothers and
sisters throughout Judea heard that
even the Gentiles had welcomed
God’s word. When Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
criticized him. They accused him,
“You went into the home of the
uncircumcised and ate with them!”
Step-by-step, Peter explained what
had happened. “I was in the city
of Joppa praying when I had a
visionary experience. In my vision,
I saw something like a large linen
sheet being lowered from heaven
by its four corners. It came all the
way down to me. As I stared at
it, wondering what it was, I saw
four-legged animals—including
wild beasts—as well as reptiles
and wild birds. I heard a voice
say, ‘Get up, Peter! Kill and eat!’ I
responded, ‘Absolutely not, Lord!
Nothing impure or unclean has
ever entered my mouth.’ The voice
from heaven spoke a second time,
‘Never consider unclean what God
has made pure.’ This happened
three times, then everything was
pulled back into heaven. At that
moment three men who had been
sent to me from Caesarea arrived at
the house where we were staying.
The Spirit told me to go with them
even though they were Gentiles.
These six brothers also went with
me, and we entered that man’s
house. He reported to us how he
had seen an angel standing in his
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa
and summon Simon, who is known
as Peter. He will tell you how you
and your entire household can be
saved.’ When I began to speak, the
Holy Spirit fell on them, just as the
Spirit fell on us in the beginning.
I remembered the Lord’s words:

‘John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.’ If God gave them the same
gift he gave us who believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, then who am I?
Could I stand in God’s way?”
Once the apostles and other
believers heard this, they calmed
down. They praised God and
concluded, “So then God has
enabled Gentiles to change their
hearts and lives so that they might
have new life.”

+ Hymn of Preparation
“Come, Thou Fount
of Every Blessing”
UMH 400

.
Come, thou Fount of every
blessing, tune my heart to sing thy
grace; streams of mercy, never
ceasing, call for songs of loudest
praise. Teach me some melodious .
sonnet, sung by flaming tongues
above. Praise the mount!
I’m fixed upon it, mount
of thy redeeming love.
Here I raise mine Ebenezer;
hither by thy help I’m come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home. Jesus
sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor
daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart, O take and seal
it, seal it for thy courts above.

Sermon

Response to the Word

“The World Methodist
Social Affirmation”
UMH 886
We believe in God, creator
of the world and of all people;
and in Jesus Christ, incarnate among
us, who died and rose again;
and in the Holy Spirit,
present with us to guide,
strengthen, and comfort.
We believe;
God, help our unbelief.
We rejoice in every sign of God’s
kingdom: in the upholding of human
dignity and community; in every
expression of love, justice, and
reconciliation;
in each act of self-giving on behalf
of others; in the abundance of God’s
gifts entrusted to us that all may
have enough; in all responsible use
of the earth’s resources.
Glory be to God on high;
and on earth, peace.
We confess our sin, individual
and collective, by silence or action:
through the violation of human
dignity based on race, class, age,
sex, nation, or faith; through the
exploitation of people because
of greed and indifference;
through the misuse of power
in personal, communal, national,
and international life; through the
search for security by those military
and economic forces
that threaten human existence;
through the abuse of technology
which endangers the earth
and all life upon it.
Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

We commit ourselves individually
and as a community
to the way of Christ: to take up the
cross; to seek abundant life for all
humanity; to struggle for peace
with justice and freedom; to risk
ourselves in faith, hope, and love,
.
praying that God’s
kingdom may come.
.

Thy kingdom come on earth
as it is in heaven. Amen.

An Expression of Joy

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
arr. Albert Zabel

Messiah Bells and flute

Prayers of the People
Offering Invitation
+ Doxology

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
UMH 89 (stanza 1)
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love; hearts
unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above. Melt the
clouds of sin and sadness; drive
the dark of doubt away. Giver
of immortal gladness, fill us with
the light of day!

+ Prayer of Thanksgiving
+ The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever.
Amen.

SENT
+ Sending Hymn

“Lead On, O Cloud of Presence”
TFWS 2234
Lead on, O cloud of Presence, the
exodus is come, in wilderness and
desert our tribe shall make its
home. Our slavery left behind us,
new hopes within us grow.
We seek the land of promise
where milk and honey flow.
.
Lead on, O fiery Pillar, we follow
yet with fears, but we shall come
rejoicing though joy be born of
tears. We are not lost, though
wandering, for by your light
we come, and we are still God’s
people. The journey is our home.
Lead on, O God of freedom, and
guide us on our way, and help us
trust the promise through struggle
and delay. We pray our sons and
daughters may journey to that
land where justice dwells with
mercy, and love is law’s demand.

+ Dismissal with Blessing
Going Forth
Postlude

“Fugue/Finale on Lead On,
O Cloud of Presence”
Kevin Hildebrand
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