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Shout triumphantly to the Lord,
all the earth!
Serve the Lord with celebration!
Come before him
with shouts of joy!
Know that the Lord is God—
he made us; we belong to him.
We are his people,
the sheep of his own pasture.
Enter his gates with thanks;
enter his courtyards with praise!
Thank him! Bless his name!
Because the Lord is good,
his loyal love lasts forever;
his faithfulness lasts
generation after generation.

Opening Prayer
Hymn of Praise to the Triune God
Crown Him with Many Crowns
UMH 327
Bruce Nesmith, song leader

Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne.
Hark! how the heavenly
anthem drowns all music
but its own. Awake, my soul,
and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless
King through all eternity.
Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o’er the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died,
and rose on high, who died,
eternal life to bring, and lives that
death may die.

Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a scepter sways from
pole to pole, that wars may cease,
and all be prayer and praise. His
reign shall know no end, and
round his pierced feet fair flowers
of paradise extend their fragrance
ever sweet.
Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side, those
wounds, yet visible above, in
beauty glorified. All hail,
Redeemer, hail! For thou hast
died for me; thy praise and glory
shall not fail throughout eternity.

Scripture Reading
Ephesians 1:15-23

Since I heard about your faith in
the Lord Jesus and your love for
all God’s people, this is the reason
that I don’t stop giving thanks to
God for you when I remember you
in my prayers. I pray that the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, will give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation that makes
God known to you. I pray that the
eyes of your heart will have enough
light to see what is the hope of
God’s call, what is the
richness of God’s
glorious inheritance among
believers, and what is the
overwhelming greatness of God’s
power that is working among us
believers. This power is conferred
by the energy of God’s powerful
strength. God’s power was at work
in Christ when God raised him from
the dead and sat him at God’s right
side in the heavens, far above every
ruler and authority and power and
angelic power, any power that might
be named not only now but in the
future. God put everything under
Christ’s feet and made him head
of everything in the church, which
is his body. His body, the church,
is the fullness of Christ, who fills
everything in every way.

Hymn of Praise

Jesus Shall Reign
UMH 157
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
does its successive journeys run;
his kingdom spread from shore
to shore, till moons shall wax and
wane no more.
To Jesus endless prayer be made,
and endless praises crown his
head; his name like sweet perfume
shall rise with every
morning sacrifice.
People and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest
song; and infant voices shall
proclaim their early blessings
on his name.
Blessings abound where’er he
reigns; all prisoners leap and loose
their chains; the weary find
eternal rest, and all who
suffer want are blest.
Let every creature rise and bring
honors peculiar to our King;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud amen!

Gospel Lesson

Matthew 25:31-40
“Now when the Human One[a]
comes in his majesty and all his angels are with him, he will sit on his
majestic throne. All the nations will
be gathered in front of him. He will
separate them from each other, just
as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats. He will put the
sheep on his right side. But the goats
he will put on his left.
“Then the king will say to those
on his right, ‘Come, you who will
receive good things from my Father. Inherit the kingdom that was
prepared for you before the world
began. I was hungry and you gave
me food to eat.

I was thirsty and you gave me a
drink. I was a stranger and you
welcomed me. I was naked and you
gave me clothes to wear. I was sick
and you took care of me. I was in
prison and you visited me.’
“Then those who are righteous will
reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you a drink?
When did we see you as a stranger
and welcome you, or naked and give
you clothes to wear? When did we
see you sick or in prison
and visit you?’
“Then the king will reply to them,
‘I assure you that when you have
done it for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you
have done it for me.’

Sermon
Act of Praise

Joy in the Morning
Natalie Sleeth

Sanctuary Choir

Prayers of the People
Rev. Jonathan Heifner

Peace of Christ
Act of Praise

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
arr. Linda R. Lamb

St. Paul’s Handbell Sextet

Doxology

Give Thanks
TFWS 2036
Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given
Jesus Christ his Son.
And now let the weak say,
“I am strong”;
let the poor say, “I am rich
because of what the
Lord has done for us.”

Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given
Jesus Christ his Son.
And now let the weak say,
“I am strong”;
let the poor say, “I am rich
because of what the Lord has
done for us.”
Give thanks!

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn

For the Healing of the Nations
UMH 428
For the healing of the nations,
Lord, we pray with one accord;
for a just and equal sharing of the
things that earth affords; to a life
of love in action help us rise and
pledge our word,
(pledge our word) help us
rise and pledge our word.
Lead us forward into freedom;
from despair your world release,
that, redeemed from war and
hatred, all may come and go in
peace. Show us how through care
and goodness fear will die and
hope increase, (hope increase)
fear will die and hope increase.

All that kills abundant living,
let it from the earth be banned;
pride of status, race, or schooling,
dogmas that obscure your plan.
In our common quest for justice
may we hallow life’s brief span,
(life’s brief span)
may we hallow life’s brief span.
You, Creator God, have written
your great name on humankind;
for our growing in your likeness
bring the life of Christ to mind,
that by our response and service
earth its destiny may find, (may
find) earth its destiny may find.

Blessing
Going Forth
Postlude

Prelude in C Major
Johann Sebastian Bach
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