
Thursday, May 21, 2020

Dear Friends in Christ,

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of
their sight.
Acts 1.6-9 NRSV

This Sunday we will gather to rehearse the ascension of the resurrected Jesus to
the right hand of God. Just prior to this ascension, the disciples asked Jesus the
question they had been asking for most of the time they were with him: “When
are you going to set things right?” Jesus does not offer much by way of an
answer, but instead, he gives his followers a commission: be a witness to my way
of life and be signs of the kingdom you so desperately desire.

Lately, there has been a lot of talk about time, and there is little certainty of when
things will be just as we would like them to be. However, the commission to be
Spirit-blanketed witnesses of Jesus’ way of life and to be signs of his kin-dom ring
just as clear now as it did the day Jesus ascended to God’s right hand.

This Sunday, we gather (online) to hear the good news at the center of our faith:
Jesus is the ascended Lord! And, with this proclamation, we are called to renew
our commitment to his way of life and good kin-dom.

-Pastor Jonathan

Announcements



All-Church Surprise Parade for High School Seniors
Wednesday, May 27, 6:00-8:00 pm

Meet in the St. Paul's 2nd Avenue parking lot at 6:00 pm. Cars will be organized
and provided a parade "route" to drive by seniors' homes in the Cedar Rapids
metro area. Organizers will wear masks, and participants will stay in your car for
the event. Seniors will be told that they are to be outside their homes in their
graduation gowns for a church photo opportunity, but it is a SURPRISE that the
congregation will celebrate them by driving by, cheering, and honking horns! You
are encouraged to decorate your car with signs congratulating seniors. These
event is hosted by Youth Council, but we really want our youth to know that they
are loved and supported by all ages of our congregation! Family and friends of
seniors are also invited to join us. We hope that you'll join us for this multi-
generational, social-distancing opportunity to come together as a church family!

All-Together (online) Worship
May 31st, 11:00 am
Join us on Facebook Live at 11:00 am, Sunday, May 31st for our All-Together
(online) Worship.This will be an inspiring time of multicultural worship on
Pentecost Sunday. How fitting to worship on Pentecost as part of a congregation



that is united in our diversity!

Note: there will not be a live-streamed services at 9:00 am or 12:30 pm nor
Pastries with the Pastors on the 31st.

Foundation Names Scholarship Recipients
Several scholarships have been awarded by St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Foundation. Dave Mahlke, chair of the Foundation, says the scholarship fund was
started by the family of Cornelius Arnold nearly 75 years ago. Since then many
people have generously provided for additional scholarships. This year the
Foundation is pleased to award the following scholarships:

DR. MARY E. WILSON SCHOLARSHIP
Leissa Vyizigiro

FRAN AND STAN RICHARDSON SCHOLARSHIP
Nathan Morton

ROBERT JAMES (R. J.) and GRACE M. NOONAN SCHOLARSHIP
Shelby Williams

LEOLA Z. CLARK SCHOLARSHIP FOR A RESIDENT
OF WELLINGTON HEIGHTS

Prince Bangwete

ST. PAUL'S UMC SCHOLARSHIPS
Leah Crilley
Peyton Hanlin
Drew Jensen
Carter May
Jean David Mukiza
Jeanette Mukiza
Natasha Nichols
Anna Ridnour
Isaac Twedt-Ball

ST. PAUL’S SEMINARY SCHOLARSHIPS
Nathan Ferguson
Ian Montgomery
Tyler Walker



Cynde Clymer Retirement Shower
Please join us in honoring Cynde Clymer's retirement as the Executive Director of
FOCUS Preschool. Cynde’s passion for early childhood education and her
dedication to children and families have been a blessing to St. Paul’s and our
community. We are asking that you help us celebrate Cynde with a card shower.
Please mail a card with your words of encouragement and appreciation to: St.
Paul’s UMC, 1340 3rd Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52403, by June 15th,
2020.

Thank You
Thank you to all of those who have set up our church on “Recurring Giving” –
either through the St. Paul,s app, on our website or directly from your bank! We
are grateful to all of you who make sure that we are able to do the Lord’s ministry
in this time.

Learn More

We have some exciting news to share. St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is now
on YouTube. Be sure to subscribe to the channel and you can watch our latest
worship services.

New videos are coming so be sure to subscribe so you can be notified when new

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/give


videos are posted.

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel

Summer Ministry Calendar Updates
from St. Paul's UMC
*New or changed information will be highlighted in red

St. Paul’s Clear Lake Cabin availability: pending Church Council decision
JWHS (John Wesley Heritage Society) Luncheon: June 19, postponed, if
not canceled.
Lemonade Stand: is suspended this summer.
Kickball tournament: Canceled
Family Night at the Kernels: Canceled
In-person Vacation Bible School: Canceled, however we will be offering
resources/curriculum for families to do an at-home Vacation Bible School
experience.
Neighborhood Meals Enrichment Program will suspend the program for
this summer
SPRINT: will not meet in person, but provide a weekly communication with
participants.
June Mid-High Trip to Minneapolis: Canceled
Intergenerational Mission Trip to Mission, SD: Canceled: In the next few
weeks and months we will be discussing, planning and praying for an
alternative mission opportunity to serve our local community. At this time we
do not know what this might look like, we know it won’t be the same as
when we can travel together , but we believe God will still move. We would
ask that you still keep July 20th-24th open on your schedule. This
opportunity will be at a free cost to participants.
Summer Youth Group: Online until further noted.
Back toSchool Bash: On hold

Neighborhood Meals Suspended
for Summer 2020
The Board of Directors for the Neighborhood Meals Enrichment Program has
voted to suspend the meal program for the 2020 summer due to the COVID-19
pandemic. This decision was a difficult one to make but the board ultimately felt
they would not be able to obtain volunteers and maintain social distancing safely
for the guests and volunteers.

The boards would like to convey its' sincere apologies for the inconvenience and
thank you for your willingness to help with this program. We hope to see you next
summer.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwzuv9cFiB5hZxr232zPl7w


This decision was made after learning that schools and other organizations will be
providing grab and go lunches throughout this summer.

Ingathering Kits
June 7, 2020

Ingathering Kits provides school supplies and
basic health supplies to send around the world.

How to get involved
See website for detailed list of kit supplies. Provide
items (typically in summer/fall), help assemble kits in October, or join a team to
help deliver kits to Louisiana to be prepped to send into the world.

Learn more about Ingathering Kits. 

Dual Initiative for
June 7 Ingathering
Mission Partner Offering
For the fourth year, your Ingathering Team is
recommending a two-pronged effort for Ingathering gifts
that you may be able to offer:

1. We feel it is important to support our own African
families as they prepare their children and youth to
start the school year. This year will be unusual
since we don’t know a date or what the year may look like. We’re quite
certain, however, that backpacks will be even more important than ever for
our students. Therefore, we are inviting your contributions toward quality
backpacks which we will make available to our St. Paul’s children and youth
who will have needs. We anticipate that we will need approximately 60
backpacks at an average cost of $20. You’re invited to help out with a
monetary donation to support this special effort. Any extra funds can be
used to purchase basic school supplies to add to the backpacks.

2. We also want to support our fall Mission Ingathering where we will send
supplies for Personal Dignity Kits (formerly call Hygiene Kits) which will be
distributed to areas of disaster and need. These kits include a towel,
washcloth, soap, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, and other items. We can
purchase the materials in bulk with your generous donations, so please
consider this opportunity as well. A complete Hygiene Kit is worth $15.
These will be assembled in the fall and taken to our November Mission
Ingathering, so your contributions can be accepted at any time.

Thank you so much for responding to this June 7 Special Ingathering offering to
support families near and far.

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/mission-kits


Your St. Paul’s Ingathering Team

Personal Dignity Kit Flyer

Share Love, Share Hope, Share Life!
There are so many needs and more will emerge from this pandemic, so we want
to grow something new; a St. Paul’s UMC Community Love Gift Fund we'll call,
Share Love, Share Hope, Share Life. It's where all of us together can make an
impact in any or all of three distinct ways. Make one gift and designate it in
whatever proportions you chose between these types of Love Gifts:

1. Personal Lifeline Love Gift - Gifts to help an individual or family through
financial challenge due to the pandemic

2. Mission Partners Love Gift - Gifts to be shared between several of our
local Mission Partners serving those in immediate need in our local
community.

3. St. Paul’s Love Gift - Gifts to support ongoing ministries of our church,
reaching out in love, hope, and life.

Online Giving

https://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/131e3c6b-f867-4a4d-8aaa-d47c82915279.pdf
https://www.stpaulsumc.org/give


ZOOM Spiritual Opportunities

Pastries with
the Pastors*
Sunday Morning
Join Pastor Sherrie and
Pastor Jonathan during the
Sunday School hour for an
hour of informal
conversation and
connection. This gathering
will take place using Zoom,
and can work on a smartphone, tablet, personal computer, or landline. After you
sign up below, you will be sent a direct link from either Pastor Sherrie or Pastor
Jonathan. Sunday morning, 10:00 am. *Pastries not included

Note: On Sunday, May 31st there will not be a 10:00 am Pastries with the
Pastors. Please join us on line for our All-Together (online) Worship at 11:00 am.

Sign up Here

Create Night
on ZOOM
Hosted by Creative
Expression Sunday School
Class

What: We will use the Zoom
meeting platform to video
chat as we work on our own
creative projects from home.
Any type of arts, crafts,
writing, etc. All are welcome,
no long term commitment
required.
When: Thursdays 6:00-7:30 pm
Where: Online from your home!
How: Sign up with this Google Form and the meeting link will be sent to
you.
Questions about the event? Ask Stephanie at
stephanie.heifner@gmail.com

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScL0FJZGXfmbasQ4XQQSBUpExD-OePxjxFBL2OAqevnl2kSKQ/viewform
mailto:stephanie.heifner@gmail.com


Sign up Here for Create Night

Facebook LIVE Spiritual Opportunities

Join Us on Facebook LIVE!
Here’s how:

Log on to St. Paul's Facebook page
Scroll down our Facebook page at the time of the scheduled worship
service until you see Posts
Then click into the service.

Steps to Join Us on Facebook

Sunday Spiritual Opportunity

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTY6yMuaBZ169N8eYU52lL41EEZOX_iFHFbv0aPlvxm40-zQ/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedmethodistchurchcedarrapids/
https://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/8fc50b5d-05c3-4dbb-99b7-e131cfe9d51c.pdf


"Lectio Divina" Mondays - 12:00 pm
Mondays, 12:00 noon, live
online Lectio Divina, a prayer
practice where we meditate on
a scripture passage and for
what it says to us.

Hymn Sing Tuesdays - 5:15 pm
Tuesdays, 5:15 pm, Tuesdays
5:15 pm Hymn Sing! Take the
time to find comfort and
assurance during our weekly
hymn sing. We encourage you
to sign up in advance here:

https://forms.gle/DYx3nvymPDksyfMp7 (By signing up in advance, we can be
careful to avoid live streaming copyrighted material).

Morning Praise & Prayer Thursdays - 9:30 am
Thursdays, 9:30 am, live
online Morning Praise and
Prayer, based on UMH 876.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRYWSsUbPMkZxfPMIGqSo1uvLUdQsUJ9ePZIBe5VH9slCz1Q/viewform


Children & Youth

St. Paul's Families,
As Director of children’s ministry here at St. Paul’s, it is important for me to
connect with families and help navigate this new normal we have found ourselves
in. While we cannot predict when we will be able to gather again in person, we
can continue to provide resources and find creative ways for families to model
faith formation at home. If you have been checking in with us via our social media
pages you know that we have been posting videos, YouTube stories and other
guides to help empower parents to be their child’s teacher at home. However, we
recognize that accessing social media is not always an option for families and I
am reaching out to you today to ask what you are looking for during this time. In
what ways can St. Paul’s Children’s Ministry be an advocate for you? I would also
challenge you, as we move through this pandemic and look ahead at the next
school year, what do you envision for your child(ren) as they grow through our
Pathfinders Sunday School and TGIW programming? Strong parent and family
support is key to providing children a fruitful and formative relationship with God.
Together, we can walk the path of faith formation. I can’t wait to hear your ideas!
Please share them with me at jhanlin@stpaulsumc.org.

Check out these latest resources:
United Methodist Camping and Retreat ministries has created a virtual day camp
opportunity during this difficult time in our world. Each day, campers can log in
and follow a day camp session, exploring topics such as spiritual development,
nature exploration, STEM, art, social emotional learning, exercise and more!

https://virtualdaycamp.wixsite.com/umcrm

RightNowMedia is a subscription based online video streaming service that
provides churches and families with on-demand biblical content that includes
curriculum, small group studies, and children’s resources. During this time of
global concern, RightNowMedia is offering certain resources free of charge.

mailto:jhanlin@stpaulsumc.org
https://virtualdaycamp.wixsite.com/umcrm


rightnowmedia.org

Cokesbury Kids is a new site created solely to provide children’s resources. This
site provides curriculum but also articles and resources to provide leaders,
caregivers, and children a wealth of useful information. Cokesbury is the retail
division of the United Methodist Publishing House.

cokesburykids.com

Blessings,
Julie

St. Paul's Youth Check Out Ways
to Connect Spiritually Throughout the Week

St. Paul's Children's
Sunday School
Videos Updated Every Sunday

We believe all children are entitled to gather
together in this place to experience God’s love.
Where faith, imagination, and learning go hand
in hand. 

St. Paul's Children's Ministries

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/home-2
https://www.cokesburykids.com/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulskids/


Prayers
God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

Lord hear our prayers:
For all of us in a time of
pandemic.

Continued healing & grace for:
Genny Yarne ( Andrew)
Vestina Bacumi
Marianne Mickle
Gloria Ford
Charles Edwards (Lora Lea)
Sharon Libby (Stephen)
Robert Freese (Tim Reisen’s
borther-in-law)
Keith Arbore (Tina)
Connie Conrad
Dan Nickerson
Kendall Truax (Kelly Truax’s
father)
Ann Emerson
Esther Miceli
Charman Banks (John)

Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-
law)
Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy &
Brice Anton Jensen’s son)
Char O’Brien
Cheri Young (Gene & Carrie
Young’s daughter)
Linda Hadley
Ryan Vick; Kris Yahn (Steve)

Hospice Care:
Laverne Tucker

Memorial prayers for the families
and friends of:

Edith Nekola (Fred)
David Treneman (Pat)
Patricia Thomsen
Keith Conrad
Donn Lang
Karine Evans (daughter of Shawn
Evans)

View Worship Times

Worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.

stpaulsumc.org

   

http://www.stpaulsumc.org/worship
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedmethodistchurchcedarrapids/
https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsumccr/

