
Thursday, April 11, 2019

Dear Friends in Christ,
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God,
and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches,
up to the horns of the altar. 
-Psalm 118.26-27 (NRSV)

This Sunday we remember and reenact the festivity and celebration of the crowds of
people that welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem with a runner made of garments and branches.
This week we are wrapped up into the crowd, as we will also say, “Blessed is the one
who comes in the name of the Lord.”

Pastor Jonathan

Adults

Summer is Right Around the Corner
Meeting - April 11
And that means it is time for Vacation Bible School! What a great opportunity to make an
impact on the children we serve at St. Paul’s! Please join Becca Nims and Julie Hanlin for
the first VBS planning meeting on Thursday, April 11th at 6:30 pm in the Art Space. We
look forward to serving with you! Can’t make the meeting but would love to help out?
Contact Becca (rnimms@stpaulsumc.org) or Julie (jhanlin@stpaulsumc.org) to sign up!

mailto:rnimms@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:jhanlin@stpaulsumc.org


Please Join Us for Ed Holstrom's 80th Birthday,
April 13
Open House Saturday, April 13 1:00-4:00 pm. in the Gathering Space at St Paul’s UMC.
Park and enter on 2nd Avenue No gifts please. 

Youth Pancake
Breakfast, April 14
Who wants PANCAKES?! Join us on
Sunday, April 14 from 8:30 am-12:30 pm
in the Wesley Center (St. Paul's UMC,
1340 3rd Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids).
Pancakes, sausage, and juice will be
served. COME HUNGRY! Free will
donation. Donations will go towards

youth mission trips to Des Moines and Memphis, Tennessee.

Watch Youth Missions Pancake Breakfast Video

Walk the Labyrinth
During this Lenten season, we encourage you to walk the labyrinth in the Upper Room at
St. Paul’s. You are welcome to use the labyrinth any time we are open. This may be an
especially meaningful practice before or after Holy Week services. 

Palm Sunday - April 14 (8:15, 9:00, 11:30 am & African Nationals 12:30 pm)
It was a day that began in celebration and shouts of Hosanna! Join our children in a
special time in worship with this community of faithful people who come in praise! Hold
your palm branch, wave it and sing to the One who came for us all.

Maundy Thursday - April 18 (12:15 & 7:00 pm)
What was it like on that last night that Jesus gathered with his disciples, teaching them,
serving them, and giving them a new commandment...to Love One Another. With a short
drama to help us experience it for ourselves, and with a sharing of Holy Communion,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSlVaakCr_c&feature=youtu.be


Jesus Christ invites all to his table of grace.

Good Friday - April 19 (12:15 & 7:00 pm)
A Tenebrae Service, one that moves through scripture readings and beautiful music from
a place of light to darkness, as the world comes face to face with the crucifixion of our
Lord. The St. Paul's Sanctuary Choir leads us in contemplation through the shadows of
betrayal, agony, loneliness, desertion, accusation, mockery, and death.

Easter Sunday - April 21 (8:15, 9:00, 11:30 am & African Nationals 12:30 pm)
The Lord is risen indeed! That's reason to celebrate in hope! We witness to the miracle
of life in Christ! Claim this hope of new life even out of death itself, resurrection out of
endings. Celebrate a new creation!

Easter is for Everyone!
We invite you and your friends and
family to join as we celebrate the risen
Lord Jesus! Easter service is an
inspirational experience where everyone
will feel welcomed. Join us on April 21,
2019 for worship: 8:15 am Chapel; 9:00
am Sanctuary; 11:30 am Worship Cafe;
12:30 pm African Nationals.

Easter Event Invite on Facebook

Blood Pressure Checks, April 21
April 21 7:45-8:15 am outside the Chapel; 8:15-9:00 am in the library; and 11:30 am-1:00
pm outside the sanctuary.

We’ve been given the opportunity by the Iowa
Annual Conference of the UMC to participate in
a local church assessment survey.

This assessment will provide a picture of who
we are as a church and directions for our future.
The tool we’ll use is the Congregation
Assessment Tool (CAT), which will provide key
indicators of our congregational health along

with areas of challenge and potential growth. It will help us to collect and understand the
range of views that exist at St. Paul’s UMC and the possibilities, willingness, capacity
and energy for moving our ministry into the future.

If you have provided us with a current email address, within a few days before Easter,
you will receive a unique web link to complete the assessment online. It will be available
April 21-May 12, 2019. If you would prefer to take the assessment using a paper copy,
please stop by the office, and we will provide one for you along with a self-addressed

https://www.facebook.com/events/270171887216736/


stamped envelope.

NOTE: If there is only one email address for all members of your household, it may be
tempting to have one person take the survey on behalf of the family. However, please be
sure your spouse and all young adults living in your home have an opportunity to
complete the survey. INDIVIDUAL INPUT is key to our gaining insight into overall
perceptions and experiences.

Please set aside enough time to answer all the questions. This will take about 30-40
minutes. All survey responses are strictly anonymous.

Thank you for your willingness to be a part of this congregational assessment and for
helping to build St. Paul’s UMC’s future.

If you have questions, please contact Brad Colton (brcolton@msn.com), Gary Lindsay
(glindsay711@mac.com), Colton Valenta (cvalenta44@gmail.com), Jerry Oakland
(joakland@stpaulsumc.org), Holli Schneekloth (hschneekloth@stpaulsumc.org), or Rev.
Dr. Sherrie Ilg (silg@stpaulsumc.org).

Path Forward Conversations, April 28
1. On Sunday, April 28th at 10:20 am in the Sanctuary we will be offering a

morning gathering time for informal conversations, questions, and sharing your
reflections since General Conference.

2. We will be leading a 3-part teaching forum on May 5th, 12th, and 19th in the
Sanctuary from 10:20-11:20 am (the same study will take place on Wednesday
evenings from 6:00-7:00 pm in the Parlor, May 8th, 15th, and 22nd for those
who do not want to miss Sunday School). We will seek to answer the following
question: “How do we discern God’s will for us in this time?”

The specifics are tentative, but will consist of something like this:
The first week will look at “our theological task” and how Methodists seek to
understand God’s work.
The second week will look at some historical moments in which we have struggled
to be together, as well as some of the materials provided to work through these
times.
The third week we will look at scripture, especially as it relates to human sexuality.

On the journey with you,
Your Pastors

2019 High School & College Graduates
Please leave your framed or unframed graduation picture in the church office by April 30,
to be displayed in the parlor cabinets during May. Please include your name, school, and
phone number. Questions: Genny Yarne, genny2605@gmail.com or 377-4212.

Seeking Volunteers to Help Set-up the Coffee
Etc.

mailto:brcolton@msn.com
mailto:glindsay711@mac.com
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Volunteers are needed for Coffee Etc. one Sunday per month. Job is to set out the treats
and set up the coffee supplies. Please contact Barb Steggall at 361-2876 or email:
bjsteggall@mchsi.com.  

Club 56 Mission Trip Reflections

"I had a lot of fun helping other people and through that I was able to show the
love of Jesus." 

"I went on the mission trip so that I could help the church. I learned that helping
others is what Jesus would have us do. I would go on another mission trip because
it was fun and helping other people was fun." 

"I went on the mission trip to have fun, work and find new friends. We helped the
church by cleaning up and doing yard work. I would go on another mission trip
because it was fun to meet new people and to help people."

Path Foward Team
On April 8 a new group called “Path Forward Conversations” held its’ first meeting. The
group was formed as a result of a motion passed by the Church Council at its’ March
meeting. The mission of the ad hoc group is described below:

1. Assess the views of the congregation as far as the General Conference decisions
2. Facilitate processes that inform the congregation and promote respectful

discussion
3. Promote healing and reconciliation among congregation members and others
4. Design processes that will eventually result in recommendations to the Church

Council
The main agenda items at the first meeting were setting group norms, clarifying the
mission of the group, discussing group membership, and exploring group timelines and
structure. The group will be meeting monthly, with sub-committees meeting between
monthly meetings. Path Forward Conversations is chaired by Gary Lindsey and will make
every effort to communicate its work to the congregation.
If you have questions or comments for the group, please contact Gary or one of the
following team members: Vonda Birchmier, Bill and Sarah Clymer, Brad Colton, Charles

mailto:bjsteggall@mchsi.com


and Lora Lea Edwards, Jonathan and Stephanie Heifner, Sherrie Ilg, Dannie Keck, Gary
Lindsey (chair), Beddin Muwayezu, Daniel Niyonzima, and Cheryl Tucker. 

Visit our Facebook Page

Arts & Music Ministry

All St. Paul's Art Show, April 14-May
12
View the original artwork by the people of St. Paul’s UMC in
the Art and Upper Room spaces beginning April 14-May 12.

Spring Handbell
Concert, April 28
Join us for a spring celebration of
the handbell ministry at St. Paul’s
UMC, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on
Sunday, April 28, 4:00 pm in the
Gathering Space, next to the
Sanctuary. Participating will be 3
ensembles; Handbell Quintet,

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedmethodistchurchcedarrapids/


Tower Bells, and Carillonneurs. These handbell ringers will perform on 6 octaves of
handbells and hand chimes. Music will include familiar hymns, spirituals and “Love Will
Keep Us Together,” the hit 1970’s song made popular by Captain and Tennille. Free.

Thanks to Producer,
Kay Galli
Kay Galli who received a special Lifetime
Achievement Award, a delightful, delicious and
entertaining evening was had by all who
attended the joyful noises concert on Saturday
April 6th.

The money raised at Joyful Noises was about $8,000. A great fundraiser for Family
Promise.

Thank You
I want to thank all you wonderful volunteers who helped at the Joyful Noises concert on
Sunday, April 6, 2019. Also, a big thanks to Kate Buroker who signed you up and
organized everyone. I could not do a big production like that without your help. 

Blessings to all of you, 
Kay Galli

Care, Serve, & Outreach

Thank You for Thrift Mart's Success!
Our Spring Thrift Mart has netted $5,562.47 which is about the same as the Fall sale. It
would not be possible without the dedication of a core group of workers (men and
women) who have worked for years. We need some new, younger people to help out. It is
fun and very profitable. Volunteer for the next sale. We thank those that donated items,
chairpersons of all the departments, workers, food preparers, and those that purchased
items. Many items were given to Mission of Hope, vouchers for African American
students to shop and the rest of items given to Salvation Army. It is a good project for
missions, our homes, and our neighbors. Help us reduce and recycle. Thank you again. 

 Thrift Mart Committee
 Becky and Ed Holstrom, Marla Nikodim, and Doug Thompson 

Easter Offering,
April 21
The Sending to Serve ministry



team is excited to announce that
Hunger Corp will be the recipient
of this year's Easter offering! The
SPUMC mission team worked
with Hunger Corp in Puerto Rico
in February. This Christ-centered,
dynamic, non-profit organization
has projects there and in three
other Latin American countries,
where their goal is to partner
with local churches, residents

and volunteers to meet needs in the community and to share and live out the good news
of God's Kingdom. Their motto is "because praying is not enough", and they serve
because of their love for others.

View St. Paul's Mission Partners

Building a Hospitality Team, May 2
On Thursday, May 2 from 5:30-8:00 pm, Johnson STEAM Academy will be hosting an
event for students and their families at St. Paul’s. This event includes a meal and several
breakout workshops. We are looking for a handful of people to help serve the meal as
well as a few people to welcome and offer assistance to our guests. If you are
interested, please let Pastor Jonathan know (jheifner@stpaulsumc.org).

Our BIG Service
Project, May 5
Join us for the next Our Big
Service Project, Sunday, May 5th
from 4:00-6:00 pm as we make
bags of food for Kids Against
Hunger. This has always been a
successful event, so this year we
are doubling the amount of bags
we will assemble! So, bring your

whole family and/or a friend to this fun service opportunity. And, once the bags are
packed we will eat pizza together.

Learn More About Our BIG Service Project

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/mission-partners
mailto:jheifner@stpaulsumc.org
https://www.stpaulsumc.org/our-big-service-project


Mary Horn, RN, St. Paul's Parish Nurse, writes articles to share pertinent and timely
health topics on nutritional, mental, emotional, spiritual, and information on a wide-
range of health topics.

Read Health Notes

Children & Youth

Easter Egg Hunt,
April 13
St. Paul’s UMC and Collins
Community Credit Union will be
hosting an Easter Egg Hunt!
Saturday, April 13th, 2019 11:00 am
at Redmond Park in Cedar Rapids All
ages welcome! There will be candy,
face painting, and Papa Balloon will

be making his balloon creations. All ages welcome!

Watch Easter Egg Hunt Video Invite

Easter Egg Hunt Facebook Invite

Confirmation Retreat

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/newsletters
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cODlI8sdcXY&feature=youtu.be
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A few photos from the 8th grade Confirmation retreat April 5-7, 2019. We even included
an early Seder Meal!

Confirmation Celebration Banquet,
April 14
On April 14th our 8th grade confirmation class and their families are
invited to a celebration banquet. The dinner will start at 5:30 pm with a
rehearsal for confirmation Sunday to follow at 6:30 pm. Please rsvp by
April 9th so we can adequately prepare for this evening of celebration.
RSVPs can be made by emailing Becca Nims, rnims@stpaulsumc.org.

Youth Mission Pancake Breakfast, April 14
Palm Sunday Pancake Mission Fundraiser APRIL 14! Sign up at this link!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C4FA4A82BA46-palm Confirmands, please sign
up after class or before since you will have confirmation class. We need more folks in
later part to clean up than in early morning, so please help out then!

2019 High School & College Graduates!
Leave your framed or unframed graduation picture in the church office by April 30, to be
displayed in the parlor cabinets during May. Include your name, school, and phone
number. Questions: Genny Yarne, genny2605@gmail.com or 377-4212. 

Scholarships
Available!
Deadline April 15
St.Paul’s United Methodist Church
Foundation, The Iowa Annual
Conference United Methodist Church
Foundation, and the United
Methodist Church General Board of
Higher Education and Ministry offer a

variety of scholarships for those attending post secondary education. These scholarships,
awarded from funds given in love and faith, are truly the intersection of faith and

learning, with hope for the future. Application deadline is April 15,
2019.

For more information visit: www.stpaulsumc.org/scholarships

mailto:rnims@stpaulsumc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4fa4a82ba46-palm
mailto:genny2605@gmail.com
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Let's Taco 'bout
Pathfinders, May 5
The children of Pathfinders Sunday
School invite congregation members,
friends, and family to join us on
Sunday, May 5, to Taco ‘bout
Pathfinders! Come and see all that
we have have been learning about
during our year together. There will
be games, activities and treats! See

you at 10:20 am!

United Methodist Women (UMW)

Like To Go Out
For Lunch? May 2
Invite friends to join St. Paul’s
“Tasting Luncheon” Thurs., May 2.
We will have many varieties of
salads and desserts for you to
sample as well as beautiful themed
centerpieces at the tables. Join 
us at St. Paul's UMC (1340 3rd

Avenue SE, canopy elevator entrance 2nd Avenue) anytime between 11:00 am-1:00 pm as
food and beverages will be continuously available. Plan to browse and buy crafts and
backed goods in room 117. Tickets for $10.00 are available from UMW members or Kate
Buroker, 362-5285. We hope you’ll join us and invite your friends and family.

Prayers

Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers, wearing the blue
badge, are glad to talk privately with
anyone going through a rough time. 

Pray for...

Continued healing and grace for:
Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-law)
Linda Jandik
Janet Webster

Tom Titus (Susan)
Joe Boots (relative of Chris and Mike
Crilley)
Craig Ekstorm (Colton Valenta’s
father)



Nancy Nygren (Wes)
Joe Trecek
Jeffrey Casey (Judy)
Sally Young (Tom)
Edie Nekola
Joel Oxenford (Elaine Oxenford’s
son)
Cynthia Burger (Jon)
Emma Azelborn
Elias Macumi
Roger Simon (brother of Kristin
Simon)
Gary and Mira Campbell (Ron
Campbell’s brother and sister-in-
law)
McKenzie Drahn
Myrna Fisher
Jim Struve (Sandra)
Mary Gade (Milt)
John Matthews
Vestina Buchumi
Grace Maresh
Robert Schurk
Rena Brodt
Christine Kool (Norm & Jackie Kool’s
daughter)
Benjamin Van Winkle (Julie
Gladfelder’s grandson)
Audrey Swalley
Gary Hamond (Tom Young’s brother-
in-law)
Kristen Morlan (Kathleen Baker’s
daughter)
Beulah Cave (Angela Stookey’s
niece)
Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy & Brice
Anton Jensen’s son)
Jean Shibley
Steve Miceli (Esther Miceli’s son)
Char O’Brien
Susan Moore (Lee Moore’s sister)
Jody Sloan

Theodore “Teddy” Dvorak
Tom Smeed (Bill’s father)
Louise Single (Fred)
Barb Zahradnik (Bob)
Cheri Young (Gene & Carrie Young’s
daughter)
Patricia Hartwell (Heather Moore’s
mother)
Sally Ford; Dianne Berrett (Bob)
Linda Hadley
Justin Ilg (Sherrie & Larry Ilg’s son)
Clyde Satterly
Katherine Martensen
Angela Shultz
Rhonda Viktora
Carrie Cummins (Jamie’s daughter
and Steve and Kathy Davis’
granddaughter)
Jim & Rose Milden
Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
Charman Banks (John)
James Wahe
Nora Mae Vance
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s daughter)
Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)
Mina Arbore (John)
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s
father)
Ryan Vick
Pam Anslyn
Kris Yahn (Steve)

Memorial prayers for the families and
friends of:

Madalynne Dice (Dr. Craig Dove’s
mother)
Charles Davis (Steve Davis’s brother)
Eugene “Gene” Larson (Janet)
Judy Smith (Norm) 

View Worship Times

Worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.

stpaulsumc.org
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http://www.stpaulsumc.org/
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