
Thursday, August 30, 2018

Dear Friends in Christ,
Greetings!

It’s back to school time for the children of Cedar Rapids and St. Paul’s is getting ready
too! 

I recently walked through the spaces of our children’s ministry area and prayed my way
through, in anticipation of each child who will enter into this space. As I walked, I saw
the signs hanging reminding me of God’s word to each of us, no matter what our age.
I pray that we never miss seeing the image of God in each and every child’s face.

Please join me by including our children and youth in your prayers each day. If you feel
like writing a note to our children, please do so and send it to me at St. Paul’s. I’ll be sure
that they will hear your encouragement and prayers! 

With some new staff and new enthusiasm, we begin our children and youth ministries in
full this coming week!

Grace &peace, 
Pastor Sherrie



Welcome to New Staff!

Director of Children's Ministry
& St. Paul's Early Learning Center: Julie Hanlin

On behalf of SPRC, I’m excited to share that Julie Hanlin has been
offered and has accepted the position of Director of Children’s
Ministries at St. Paul’s!

Julie is currently serving as Director of St. Paul’s Early Learning
Center and will add this quarter-time position to her roles and
responsibilities. She will be helping to nurture and support such
ministries as Pathfinders (Sunday School), TGIW, FOCUS, Early
Learning Center, African National children’s ministries, as well as
others such as SPRINT. Her passion for children and excellent

leadership skills will be a great blessing.

Julie shares:
“I am thrilled to join the children’s ministry team here at St. Paul’s UMC. My passion for
teaching and inspiring young children started as a classroom teacher for the Parents Day
Out program and has lead me to the executive director position for St. Paul’s Early
Learning Center. I look forward to connecting with you all and I am excited for the



opportunity to help grow this ministry. “

We look forward to welcoming Julie into this new area of ministry leadership!

Grace & peace, Pastor Sherrie

Director of Youth Ministries: Becca Nims
On behalf of SPRC, we are excited to share that Becca Nims will join
St. Paul's UMC on September 17th as our full-time Director of Youth
Ministry! Prior to that date, she will be visiting on September 5th for
TGIW kick-off!

We announced this exciting news to the congregation on Sunday
morning in our worship services. Becca brings her love for God along
with her commitment to building relationships and community! We
look forward to welcoming Becca.
Grace & peace, Pastor Sherrie

A note from Becca:
"My name is Becca Nims, I have been involved in youth ministry for 8 years, 4 years as a
volunteer at both Cedar Falls First UMC, and Immanuel UMC in Des Moines. The past 4
years I have been on staff at First UMC in Cedar Falls where I lead the 7th-12th grade
ministry. I have many fond memories of being apart of Saint Paul’s during my early
childhood and I am thrilled to have the opportunity to come back as a staff member. 
 
Facts About Me:

I am a graduate of UNI (Go Panthers) 
I have a three year old Italian Greyhound named Meeko.
I tore my ACL at a trampoline park back in February, I have since had 1
replacement surgery and will have to have another one this fall.

 
I look forward to meeting and reconnecting with all of you soon!" 

Director of Sanctuary Choir: Ben Owen
SPRC Announces New Sanctuary Choir Director. Ben Owen has joined
the music ministry staff. We are happy to welcome him to the team!

A message from Ben:
"Gratitude is the seed of happiness and I am filled with both as I
begin conducting the Sanctuary Choir at St. Paul's. I am originally
from Clinton, Iowa, and earned my bachelor's degree in music
education from UNI in 2015. From there, I taught in the Dunkerton
schools for two and a half years and served as the director of music
at First Congregational UCC in Waterloo. Currently, I live in Coralville

with my adorable mutt, Odessa, and will begin study toward a master's in choral



conducting at the University of Iowa. To say I am excited to start at St. Paul's is an
understatement!"

African National Choir Director: Fidel Taylor
We’re pleased to announce the hiring of Fidel Taylor as African
National Choir Director. If you’ve met Fidel, you know that his
creative music gifts, his energy, and love for God is contagious! Fidel
will work with the Zion Choir, the Jerusalem Choir, and the African
National Sanctuary Choir, as well as providing support for the African
National Sunday School Choir. He will also facilitate in the
development of multi-cultural choirs in the future. Welcome Fidel!
Funding for our St. Paul’s African National Ministries, under Rev.
Daniel Niyonzima’s leadership, continues to be jointly supported by
St. Paul’s UMC and grant funds from the Iowa Annual Conference.

TGIW Cook: Laurie Niles
Please join us in welcoming our new TGIW Cook, Laurie
Niles! You may know Laurie from Neighborhood Meals
and our Christmas Dinner! Welcome Laurie!

View TGIW Menus

Meet the Staff

Adults

Thank You, St. Paul's, for Your Care
Thank you for your continued prayers and care for our family and our son, Justin, as he
lives life with lung cancer. 

We’ve learned a lot, not only about cancer, but about life, love, relationships, and our
faith through a time such as this. God keeps centering us in the ups and downs of this
unexpected journey. 

Many of you have wondered and asked how he is doing. The diagnosis, as many of you
know, came as a complete surprise this past spring. He is doing pretty well, is home
keeping busy, living each day with gratitude and making fun, adventurous, plans for the

http://www.stpaulsumc.org/tgiw
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/meet_the_staff


future including going back to Mt. Mercy to finish up his degree and back to work. His
targeted drug therapy is working well against this disease and we pray that it will for a
long time! Justin and Tasia will celebrate their one year wedding anniversary on Sept.
16th and he will celebrate his 30 birthday on October 7th, marks in life that we don’t take
for granted.

We’ve received your beautiful cards and expressions of love and care over the past 5
months. You have been the body of Christ to us, holding us and walking with us. I’ve not
been able to write personal notes of thanks to each of you, so please accept this note of
true appreciation and know how you have deeply touched our hearts.

Love,
Larry and Sherrie Ilg

Bible Reading in Sanctuary
We are again going to read through the Bible in the sanctuary as a start to the Sunday
school year and our love of the Bible. We encourage you to sign up on line as we did last
year (see sign-up link below). You will read where ever we are in the reading of the Bible.
If you have questions contact Ron Bunch rjbunch@southslope.net or 319-350-8945.

Sign-up to Read Bible in Sanctuary

Growing on the Journey Gatherings
Want to understand more about
our church and how your
generosity makes an impact?
Have questions about
apportionments or our financial
plan for ministry support at St.
Paul’s? 

Come to one of these 3
gatherings in the new Choir

Room to see a short presentation, ask questions of Pastor Sherrie and Jerry Oakland,
Chair of Stewardship Committee, and share your ideas about ministry! 

When: 
Sunday , September 9, 1:30 – 2:30

Tuesday, September 11, 6:30 – 7:30
Thursday, September 13, 2:00 – 3:00

St. Paul's Library Update

mailto:rjbunch@southslope.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aa5aa2ba0f85-reading


Back to school is a great time to educate children (and adults) on environmental issues
that affect our planet. The St. Paul’s Library has a selection of books for both children
and adults on explaining the importance of reducing waste, reusing items, recycling and
composting and these ideas are presented in clever and interesting ways. For adults, the
science behind global warming is explained in everyday terms.

Click on link below to go to the Library tab on the St. Paul’s web site. Happy Reading!

St. Paul's Library

Announcement
For security reasons the Annex door locks will soon be re-keyed or replaced. If you
currently have an Annex key please bring it to the office so we know how many new keys
to purchase. Thank You.

Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and
Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans
Beginning September 19 for nine weeks. Wednesdays 6:00-7:15 pm in the Parlor.

If the Bible isn’t a science book, instruction manual, or position
paper, then what is it? Rachel Held Evans invites readers on a
journey of rediscovery as she explores the magic of the Bible,
engaging the old, familiar stories in new ways that honor the past
and enlighten the present. For more about the book, view the
author's web page here: https://rachelheldevans.com/inspired , or
email stephanie.heifner@gmail.com. Please sign up in the office to
receive the reader's guide and a copy of the book so that you may
have read the introduction before the class starts on September 19.

Books are $14.

Disciple III Fast Track Will Begin on September 19
Disciple III Fast Track a shortened version of Disciple III will be offered this fall and
winter. The Fast Track covers the same part of the Bible. We will meet at 1:00-2:30 pm
on Wednesdays. It will begin September 19 for 12 week studying the Prophets in the Old
Testament and resume January 9 for 12 weeks studying the Letters of Paul. If you have
questions contact Ron Bunch rjbunch@southslope.net or 319-632-4428.  

http://www.stpaulsumc.org/library
https://rachelheldevans.com/inspired
mailto:stephanie.heifner@gmail.com
mailto:rjbunch@southslope.ne


Parlor Cabinet Display
In the cabinets in the room next to the Gathering Space, view some special stamps from
the collection of Ernie Miller.

Money Problems Getting You Down?
If so, you are invited to a class to work on topics
such as basic budgeting, credit, and handling
expenses. Led by Susan Taylor from ISU
Extension Service, the Financial Literacy Class
will be offered at St. Paul’s UMC on Monday
evenings, Oct. 1, Oct., 15, and Nov. 5. A family
meal will be offered at 5:30, with the class and
child care being from 6:00 – 7:30 pm. To see the
brochure and registration form, click button

below.

View Flyer & Registration

Visit our Facebook Page

African Nationals

Volunteers Needed

http://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/c595bb92-7aea-48d3-bb79-36e38b4fe2c5.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedmethodistchurchcedarrapids/


We are seeking volunteers who would enjoy helping to watch small children, Tuesday
mornings from 9:30-11:45 am at St. Paul’s, while their parents or grandparents receive
English and citizenship tutoring. You can choose how often you volunteer. This is a very
rewarding ministry! Please contact Stephanie Heifner at 918-805-1260 (cell) or
stephanie.heifner@gmail.com.

Arts Ministry & Music

Celebration of the Arts Ministry, September 10

Visual Arts and Faith as partners? Come and see the possibilities! From 6:30-8:00 pm on
September 10, join us in the Wesley Center as Pastor Sherrie shares about her Doctorate
of Ministry project. 

New Art Exhibit in the Upper Room: Scott Dolash
September 9-30
Artist Scott Dolash grew up in Cedar Rapids and graduated from Kennedy High School in
1981. After graduation, he earned a BFA in painting and BA in Design and Illustration
from Southern Illinois University. He then became creative director/illustrator of a
sportswear company in Kansas City. His time (20 years) in Kansas City, also included
special projects manager, marketing director, and business owner (Words and Pictures
Creative). In 2012 he returned to Cedar Rapids.

Current projects include illustrating comic books and children’s stories, designing coffee
table books, creating portraits, marketing and advertising pieces, and teaching drawing
and painting classes from his home.

Real Men Sing

mailto:stephanie.heifner@gmail.com


Men’s Ensemble rehearsals will resume this Wednesday, September 5, 6:30-7:15 p.m. in
the choir rehearsal room. All skill levels are invited and welcome. Contact Mark Baumann
(319-721-4587, mmbaumann@msn.com), Coordinator of Music Ministries and director of
the ensemble for more information. 

Worship Café Praise Band Seeks Keyboardist
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is looking for a Worship Café (Praise Band) Piano
Player. If interested please click link below. Contact Pastor Sherrie
(silg@stpaulsumc.org).

WorshipCafé (Praise Band) Job Description

Care, Serve, & Outreach

Composting
Did you know that this summer the Neighborhood Meals
and Enrichment Program served 6024 meals at St. Paul’s?
And did you know that all the uneaten food, napkins, (and
paper plates when the dishwasher was not working for 4
weeks) were placed in the church’s Yardys to be made into
compost by the City of Cedar Rapids? Meat was the only
food item not composted. Because of this, each day NMEP
produced only about ½ gallon of garbage. If you live in
Cedar Rapids, you can be doing this at home too, by putting
ALL food waste except meat into your Yardy. This includes

napkins, paper plates, and paper towels. You too can create compost!

Fair Trade for Sale - September 9
Sunday September 9 from 8:30-11:15 am items for sale will include coffee, tea, baskets,
jewelry, women’s T’s, paper products made from elephant poop, and scarves as well as
other items. Please come visit and look at our products. Remember Fair Trade helps
prevent human trafficking and demands that workers get fair wages and safety
recommendations are followed. Please help make a difference! All proceeds go to
prevent human trafficking and other missions.

Opportunity to Serve Adults with Memory Loss

mailto:mmbaumann@msn.com
mailto:silg@stpaulsumc.org
http://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/48d03dcb-abdb-41ee-83e1-7d85a470482d.pdf


Watch the bulletin and our communications in the next few weeks for a survey about an
opportunity for St. Paul's to serve adults with memory loss and their caregivers.

Children & Youth

TGIW is BACK - September 5

Be a part of Thank God It’s Wednesday with food, fun, fellowship and faith! Come and
meet our new Cook, our new Director of Children’s Ministries and our new Director of
Youth Ministries!

The night begins with tacos at 5:15-6:00 pm in the Wesley Center. Children, youth,
families, adults are all welcome. Donations are accepted to help with food costs.
Then, join in one of the activities happening at 6:00 pm.

View TGIW Menu & Activities

Join the St. Paul's Team for the Especially for You
Race Against Breast Cancer
Deadline to Register August 31Deadline to Register August 31
This will be a combined team again this year – youth and other members of our
congregation. Register for 5k run, 5k walk, or 1 mile family walk. Register now through
August 31. Registration fee of $30/adult or $20/youth (through age 18) when registered
by August 31. We need 15 members signed up to get our custom logo printed on the back
of the t-shirts.

Register Here

Invitation to Youth
Youth Ensemble, also known as Messiah Singers, will resume rehearsals on Sunday,

http://www.stpaulsumc.org/tgiw
https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/RaceGroup-488437?raceId=34374


September 9, – Grades 7-12, starting September 9, 11:20-11:55 a.m. in the choir
rehearsal room. All commitments are welcome. Come when you can, whether you can
come every week or as often as your schedule allows. Contact Mark Baumann (319-721-
4587, mmbaumann@msn.com), Coordinator of Music Ministries and director of the
ensemble for more information. 

Upcoming Dates
September 2: No Confirmation class due to Labor Day
September 5: TGIW—Wednesday night meal and activities for K-12 begins at 5:15
meal and 6:00 activities.
September 8 at 10:00 am to 9 at 2:30 pm for Student Presentation of Online
church plans: Confirmation Retreat at church and Indian Creek Nature Center—
Registration/Med forms at the following links: 

Confirmation Registration Form

Medical Release & Permission Form

September 9: First day of Sunday school for K-12!
September 10: Pastor Sherrie shares here Doctoral work in art ministry at 6:30 in
Wesley Center!
September 17: New Director of Youth Ministry, Becca Nims officially begins work.

Flag Fundraiser this Monday, September 3
for Labor Day
We still need youth and drivers with trucks for both shifts! Thanks to Langstons, Reisen,
and Frischkorns for signing up. Join them at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4fa4a82ba46-stpauls2

All Children in 2nd-6th Grade are Invited
to Sing in Wesley Choir
Wesley Choir practices on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-7:30 pm in Room 117 and
sings in the 9:00 am service once each month. Our first practice is Wednesday,
September 5 — come join us! Contact Kelly Truax (pianogal4@mchsi.com) for more
information.

mailto:mmbaumann@msn.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oX4R_ywoZdZHl0oABQrQ8-5n6dXdFYm7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tlZ3xpn7R2HWRL3ZmWLyQvobJ9QeJxu3/view
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4fa4a82ba46-stpauls2
mailto:pianogal4@mchsi.com


3rd Grade Bibles - September 9
All 3rd graders will receive their Bibles at 9:00 am worship
service on September 9. Contact the church office if you have
a 3rd grader who would like a Bible.

UMW

St. Paul's Women's Retreat 2018

The Women's Retreat was a wonderful weekend with lots of fun, fellowship, and food!
We discovered the recipe for a "Healthy Spirit: Hope... Healing...Heart" with Rev. Cindi
McKee's warm leadership. The retreat was held at St. Paul's Cabin at Clear Lake on
August 24-26.

Drop Off Items for Thrift Mart
We will continue to accept items each
Saturday and Monday (except Labor
Day) until the sale. Sorting will take
place on Mondays from 8:30-10:30 am.
We need lots of workers to sort items
into various departments. Come and
join the fun. Thrift Mart is Tuesday,
September 18th 9:00-5:00 pm and
Wednesday, September 19th 9:00-1:00

pm. 

Donation Drop-Off Dates, 8:30-10:30 am
Saturdays: September 1, 8 
Mondays: September 10 

Wednesday night drop-off, 5:30-7:30 pm

Move out date:
Sunday, September, 16 12:30 pm

Set up:
Monday, September 17, 8:30 am



September 5

Sorting dates: 8:30-10:30 am
Mondays: September 10

Sale:
Tuesday, September 18, 9:00 am-5:00 pm;
Wednesday,September 19, 9:00 am-1:00

Prayers

Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers, wearing the blue
badge, are glad to talk privately with
anyone going through a rough time. 

Pray for...

For leaders and team members in all of our ministry areas
For spiritual disciplines of a weekly fast Thursday after dinner to Friday mid-
afternoon, and pausing to pray at 2:23–2:26 daily for our church’s mission and way
forward.
Beloved Community Habitat for Humanity home building project at 1637 3rd Ave,
SE.

Continued healing and grace for:
Maggie Hotz
Jeanne Nemec
Peggy Smithson (LeLand)
Martha McCollough (Amy Reisen’s
mother)
Dick Hanson (Laverna)
Pat Sharp
Myrna Cooney
Deborah Cassidy (daughter of Julie
Gladfelder)
Robert Ford
Barb Zahradnik (Bob)
Tom Young (Sally)
John Matthews
Audrey Swalley
Marguerita Nyandwi
Cheri Young (Gene & Carrie Young’s
daughter)
Patricia Hartwell (Heather Moore’s
mother)
Sally Ford
Diane Berrett (Bob)
Pauline Belding
Linda Hadley
Justin Ilg (Sherrie & Larry Ilg’s son)

Angela Shultz
Rhonda Viktora
Carrie Cummins (Jamie’s daughter
and Steve and Kathy Davis’
granddaughter)
Edie Nekola
Jim & Rose Milden
Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
Charman Banks (John)
James Wahe
Nora Mae Vance
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s daughter)
Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)
Jody Sloan
Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-law)
Mina Arbore (John)
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s
father)
Ryan Vick
Pam Anslyn
Kris Yahn (Steve)
Matthew Hudson (Fran Nathanson)



Clyde Satterly
Rena Brodt (Dale)
Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy & Brice
AntonJensen’s son)
Neoma Starnes (Duane)
Katherine Martensen
Rhemi Studt (Ashley & Matthew
Studt)

Memorial prayers for the families and
friends of:

Donn Carnal
Betty Rutherford
Janetha Girotto (John)
Dorothy White
Don Willmott
Sue Freese (Mary Horn’s sister-in-
law)
Grace Hines

View Worship Times

Worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.

stpaulsumc.org
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