
Thursday, December 27, 2018

Dear Friends in Christ,
Merry Christmas to you!

This week, we hope you've found moments to celebrate the gift of God's outpouring of
love in the Christ-child born to all of us! With wonder and awe, with praise and
thanksgiving, may we receive this gift!

This Sunday, we'll be celebrating with Lesson's and Carols at all 3 morning worship
services. Come learn a bit about this Christmas tradition which is in its 100th year at
King's College in England.

I would also like to thank each one of you who have made this season a beautiful and
meaningful time in ministry and worship at St. Paul's. Your faithfulness, leadership, gifts,
prayers, and service to the community celebrate the love of Christ! Through all of your
cooking, cleaning, greeting, planning, sewing, arranging flowers, hanging the greens,
vacuuming, writing, rehearsing, ringing, singing, and giving in generosity, our community
has been blessed by all of you.

May the next year find us always growing in our witness to the love and heart of the
Prince of peace!

In Christ,
Pastor Sherrie

Adults

Lessons & Carols - Dec. 30
Join us on December 30 for Lessons & Carols at all 3
worship services (8:15, 9:00, and 11:30 am). The idea of
reading scripture lessons and singing carols in a house



of worship likely began in 1878 in the city of Truro,
England. A tradition of such continued more formally in
a wooden building in 1880. The now familiar service of
Nine Lessons and Carols was first held in the chapel
(completed in 1536) at King’s College, Cambridge on
Christmas Eve 1918. The service has been held for 100
years and is heard around the globe on radio. The
service can be heard online as well. Since 1919, the first
song sung has been Once in Royal David’s City begun
with the voice of one chorister. The main theme is to
retell the loving purposes of God as seen through the
windows and words of the Bible. We celebrate the
anniversary today so that we may well know the
purpose of God’s salvation to tell to all around us.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, January 21 Join us Monday, January 21st for our
Martin Luther King Jr. activities. Free meal at 5:30 pm, service at 6:30 pm.



Are You A Good Listener?
As the first phase in the Wellington Heights Investment Strategy, Sending to Serve will
train and equip a group of volunteers to have listening conversations with targeted
organizations and individuals living, working and serving in our neighborhood. If you’d
like to learn more, please contact Clint Twedt-Ball (karlaclint@yahoo.com) or any
Sending to Serve member. Our goal is to recruit and train at least ten listeners in early
2019.

New Door Locking Policy
The only door that will be unlocked in the evening is the handicapped door at the 2nd

Ave entrance. 

Curio Cabinet Display
Stop by the parlor to see Barb Newhall's collection for Christmas.

Visit our Facebook Page

African Nationals

Seeking Volunteers
We are Seeking Volunteers who would enjoy helping to watch small children Tuesday
mornings from 9:30-11:45 am at St. Paul’s, while their parents or grandparents receive
English and citizenship tutoring. You can choose how often you volunteer. This is a very
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rewarding ministry! Please contact Stephanie Heifner at 918-805-1260 (cell) or
stephanie.heifner@gmail.com.

Arts Ministry

Fitzgibbons Family
Christmas Cards
Now through December 30th in the Upper Room

For over 30 years, St. Paul's member Dale Fitzgibbons
has designed and published greeting cards using
various media including ink, paint, and computer
graphics. On display now are five recent designs
illustrating scriptural passages inspired by Medieval
fine lettering manuscript practice.

All are invited to join Creative Expressions Sunday
school class Sunday, December 2nd in the Upper Room
at 10:30 am to hear Dale share and answer questions
about his work.

Care, Serve, & Outreach

Be Healthy. Be Green. Task
Force Invites You to a
Mending Party! - January 19
Taking care of the stuff we have, instead of throwing
it away and buying more, new stuff, is one way to

help the planet and our wallets. I’m sure all of us have some potential mending projects
tucked into our drawers and closets. Mending parties are a growing trend. Let’s get
together with some basic supplies and sew on that button, mend that hole, share
valuable skills and knowledge, and enjoy fellowship together as we chat over coffee and
give new life to our stuff!

Saturday, January 19, 10:00 am -12 noon in the Annex

Bring your expertise to share or projects to work, and materials if you have them. Basic
needles, thread, buttons, other notions and sewing machines will be available. Any
questions, contact Stephanie Heifner or Barb Oakland.

Homeless Overflow Shelter Ministry
You may have read in the Cedar Rapids Gazette that the Homeless Overflow Shelter for
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Cedar Rapids opened on December 1 at the old Salvation Army Store site on Third Avenue
SE. It is being run by the Willis Dady Shelter. It is open as a place for evening shelter
through March. This is the “shelter of last resort” for many of our least fortunate
brothers and sisters. The shelter is in need of volunteers, and the people using the
shelter are in need of many things. SPUMC member Brad Colton is putting together a
ministry team to support the shelter and the people who use it. If you are interested in
being on this ministry team, please contact Brad at 319-329-0351 or brcolton@msn.com.

Children & Youth

Senior High News:
No HS Sunday school meets December 30
No TGIW December 26 or January 2

Confirmation News (7th-8th)
Reminder: No Confirmation on December 30!
No TGIW January 2
January 18-20 Winter Retreat “Who Do You Say I Am?” at Pictured Rocks near
Monticello! More info coming!

Club 56 News
No Club 56 December 30
No TGIW January 2
Save the date of January 26, 2019 from 1-8 pm for the Winter Retreat! We will be
learning how to put on the Armor of God. Dinner will be served around 5:00 pm.

Prayers

Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers, wearing the blue
badge, are glad to talk privately with
anyone going through a rough time. 

Pray for...

For spiritual disciplines of a weekly fast Thursday after dinner to Friday mid-
afternoon, and pausing to pray at 2:23–2:26 daily for our church’s mission and way
forward.

Continued healing and grace for:
Avarie Keck, (daughter of Dean Keck,
granddaughter of Darlin and Dannie
KeckQuinn Anton Jensen (Nancy &
Brice Anton Jensen’s son)

Justin Ilg (Sherrie & Larry Ilg’s son)
Clyde Satterly
Neoma Starnes (Duane)
Katherine Martensen
Angela Shultz

mailto:brcolton@msn.com


Jean Shibley
Janet Harding
Gerol Goodlove
Char O’Brien
Susan Moore (Lee Moore’s sister)
Jody Sloan
Kathy Davis (Steve)
Tom Titus (Susan)
Haley and Kaleb Admire (Kay & Bill
Galli’s granddaughter and family)
Joe Boots (relative of Chris and Mike
Crilley)
Craig Ekstorm (Colton Valenta’s
father)
Theodore “Teddy” Dvorak
Tom Smeed (Bill’s father)
Louise Single (Fred)
Barb Zahradnik (Bob)
John Matthews
Audrey Swalley
Cheri Young (Gene & Carrie Young’s
daughter)
Patricia Hartwell (Heather Moore’s
mother)
Sally Ford
Dianne Berrett (Bob)
Linda Hadley

Rhonda Viktora
Carrie Cummins (Jamie’s daughter
and Steve and Kathy Davis’
granddaughter)
Edie Nekola
Jim & Rose Milden
Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
Charman Banks (John)
James Wahe
Nora Mae Vance
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s daughter)
Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)
Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-law)
Mina Arbore (John)|
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s
father)
Ryan Vick
Pam Anslyn
Kris Yahn (Steve)

Memorial prayers for the families and
friends of:

Mark Streff (Steve Streff’s brother)
Paul Wrider (Darrel Wrider’s son)

View Worship Times

Worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.
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