
Thursday, July 12, 2018

Dear Friends in Christ,
The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants too.
Because God is the one who established it on the seas; God set it firmly on the waters.
-Psalm 24:1-2

I hope you have been enjoying the sunshine and time in nature during these warm
summer months. There is so much beauty to be found under every rock and around every
corner. Along with this wonderful creation we can enjoy, we have also been given great
responsibility to care for it. One of the many things I appreciate about St. Paul’s is the
“Be Healthy, Be Green” task force that teaches me to care for God’s good earth by
consuming less, reusing items more often, and recycling what can be recycled. I would
invite you to take some time and consider your practices and habits: do the things we do
bring harm or care for for God’s creation?

Sincerely,
Jonathan

Adults

Are you interested in working at St. Paul's UMC? We are a Christ-centered community
with rich traditions moving forward into a bold future where we are GATHERED,
FORMED, and SENT by God's grace. Learn more about the year-round employment
opportunities at St. Paul's United Methodist Church. Please click on the links below for
more information regarding available opportunities. 



Director of Youth Ministries
Director of Children’s Ministries 

(application deadline August 1, 2018 by 12:00 pm)

Beloved Community Home Build
This year marks the 50th anniversary of not only
the birth of our denomination, the United
Methodist Church, but also 1968 was the year
of the tragic death of civil rights leader, Martin
Luther King Jr. It also was the year that the Civil
Rights Act, known as the Fair Housing Act, was
passed.

Dr King’s daughter, Bernice, CEO of The King
Center in Atlanta, has connected with Habitat

for Humanity about a partnership in honor of her father’s legacy. Her father often spoke
about the “Beloved Community,” a society based on justice, equal opportunity, and love
of one’s fellow human beings. Across the country, local Habitat organizations are
planning Beloved Community Home Builds.

We are partnering with other Third Avenue churches in a home to be built just a few
blocks away! YOU are invited to participate in the project!

July 9: Basement digging begins
Aug. 7: Wall raising ceremony with clergy
Friday, Aug. 24 & Sat. Aug. 25: Third Avenue Church Members work days

 
Jeff Capps, Executive Director of Cedar Valley Habitat for Humanity says, “We were
hoping to get as many volunteers from the churches involved (collectively from the 6
Third Avenue Churches & Coe College) as possible on Aug. 24 & 25. We should be able
to accommodate up to a total of 40 full-day volunteers (or 80 half-day volunteers) on
exterior painting of the home (assuming we’re on-schedule)."

Mark your calendars for this special ministry in our own beloved community.
Questions? Contact Pastor Sherrie Ilg (silg@stpaulsumc.org).

Women's Bible Study Resumes August 2
Women’s Bible study will resume on August 2, at 9:30 a.m. in the Annex. We will be studying
the Parables of Jesus. This is a six week study.  

Faces of Our Faith Sermon Series: July 1-August
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There are many heroes of the faith, people we admire and wish to be. However, there are
even more ordinary people of faith—those doing what they can with what they have to
make a difference. This summer, we’ll dig deep into the bold and untold stories of those
often overlooked in our biblical narratives, hoping these characters remind us that we all
play a role in shaping God’s story of redemption and grace. Stop by the church office and
pick up a study journal for $3.

African Nationals

Unity Through Diversity
The African National Board invites you to celebrate the diversity of St. Paul’s with a
picnic to be held at Bever Park on Saturday, August 4th at 5:00 in the Bever Pavilion. The
pavilion is located at the east entrance to the park on Bever Avenue.

St. Paul’s will provide fried chicken, hamburgers, hot dogs, lemonade and water. We will
also supply the paper products (plates, cups, and napkins). Each family should bring a
dessert, salad, or side dish to share and your own table service.

The African National Youth Choir will provide entertainment. Don’t miss this opportunity
to rejoice in our unity through diversity.

Arts Ministry & Music

Join in Our "Faces of Our Faith" Art Installation
During the current worship series "Faces
of Our Faith," we invite you to
participate in an installation which will
hang in our sanctuary and Wesley



Center. We ask:

Who has shaped your faith? Who has
nurtured you, baptized you, taught you,
transformed you? Who are the figures
who have opened your mind to expand
your faith? Who are the people who
have helped you to feel God's love in
startling ways? Who are the faces of
your faith?

There are paper circles and markers
placed in baskets that can be found in
the Connection Centers on Sundays and
in the office during the week. Write
names, including descriptions or even a

drawing if you like. Use both sides of the circle, as they will turn around. Leave them in
the basket and they will be added to the installation. Over the next weeks, we can watch
them grow as names are added.

Chalk the Walk July 14

ALL are invited to Chalk the Walk! The theme of our event is “Living Water.” Join us to
SHARE our faith and to COLOR the summer day with our neighbors on Saturday, July 14
from 12:00-3:00 pm. We will gather on the 14th Street side of St. Paul’s. Chalk provided.

A Big Thank You
BIG THANK YOU. I now have over 100 photos for a new artwork titled, “Faces of St Paul’s.
To everyone who took pictures with their phones last week, selfies or of others here at St
Paul’s. and sent to them to me, I need more. If you have not yet sent me a photo or
photos, I encourage you to send them to: norm.bennett@gmail.com. 

Creating Faces of Our Faith Story Collection
Who is a face of your faith? Who comes to mind
when you consider a person or people in your life
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who have shaped and formed your faith? Help us
create a summer collection of our own Faces of Our
Faith. Share your story in 300 words or less and we’ll
share it in our summer collection. Email stories to:
silg@stpaulsumc.org.

Care, Serve, & Outreach

Our 2016 Christmas Offering Keeps Giving
(in a big way!)
Using funds given to promote literacy from our 2016 Special Christmas Offering, Johnson
STEAM Academy welcomed Ruby Bridges, who became a civil rights icon at the age of six
years old when Norman Rockwell memorialized her escorted journey to a desegregated
New Orleans elementary school.

Read the story below:
(painting by Norman Rockwell, The Problem We All Live With)

Every day is special at Johnson STEAM Academy, but
May 2, 2018 was extra memorable for students and
staff.

After many years of dreaming and months of
planning, Johnson STEAM Academy students and staff welcomed Ruby Bridges.

It all began in the summer of 2016 when a Title I teacher, Kathy Gilbert, read an article in
the Washington Post about Ruby Bridge’s visit with former President Obama at the White
House.

That fall, music specialist and STEAM enrichment coordinator, Melissa Summers
arranged for the Paul Engle Center for Neighborhood Arts to sponsor Kathy to teach a
Writer’s Workshop after school at JSA. Students read books about Ruby Bridges and
wrote Ruby letters inviting her to JSA.

After receiving a donation from St. Paul's United Methodist Church which was stipulated
to be used to promote literacy and to think "outside the box", Kathy came up with the
idea to formally invite Ruby to JSA. After months of organizing, an additional donation
from a private donor, and the support of Grant Wood’s PTA (to help pay for a visit to
Grant Wood), the Writer’s Workshop participants’ dreams came true!

To honor Ruby’s privacy, her visit was kept a secret. To say the students and staff were
excited is an understatement. While students did not know the details of her visit, they
were knowledgeable about Ruby’s life because teachers spent a lot of time preparing
them. Students researched and learned about Ruby’s life. They read books, created art,
played games Ruby played, and wrote her letters.

Ruby presented to 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students in the
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morning for 2 hours and to Kindergarten and 1st grade in the
afternoon for an hour. Students were mesmerized, engaged, and very
excited to learn about Ruby’s life. They listened, laughed and asked
Ruby questions. The oldest child in each JSA family took home an
autographed copy of her book - Ruby Bridges Goes to School - My
True Story. 
 
Ruby’s message was loud and clear: “it doesn’t matter what you
look like or the color of your skin, what matters is you’re a good
friend”. May 2, 2018 was undoubtedly a day the JSA community will

never, ever forget. Ruby is now officially part of the JSA family.

Mission Partner Offering:
Women at the Well August 5

Women at the Well is The United Methodist
Church that meets inside the walls of the
Iowa Correctional Institution for Women in
Mitchellville. Not only does Women at the
Well offer hope and support to the women
while they are at Mitchellville, but they also
coordinate reentry teams to provide support
as women leave the prison.

Ingathering School Kits
Look for school supplies on sale
soon in Cedar Rapids. Ingathering
School Kits are sent to disaster
areas in the United States (via
UMCOR) where even a few
school supplies may be more than
a family can afford. In addition,
school supplies will be provided
to St. Paul’s children in need.
These supplies can help write a

positive future for children. A few of the supplies needed are listed below. For a list of all
the supplies and the exact details about each supply, pick up a supply list at the
Connection Center.

Spiral notebooks, wide-lined
Rulers with inch and metric
Box of 24 Crayola crayons
An eraser (2-inch or longer)
A pencil sharpener (1” minimum)
Pencils (Ticonderoga)
Crayola markers
Vinyl folders (3-pronged w/ pockets)



Colored pencils
Check the St. Paul’s website for a list and do a search on “Ingathering”. If you don’t have
the time, you can always contribute money toward the purchase of supplies. Write
“ingathering” on the memo line of your check. Please drop off the supplies at the church
office or the Connection Center bin no later than Sunday, August 5th.

Are You Looking for More?
Are you looking for more ways to serve the church? Consider joining the Sunday morning
audio team. We’re in search of one or two people to join us for 9:00 am services.
Commitment is light (on average once per month) and scheduling is flexible. Whether
you’re recently retired, one of our youth or any age in between, you’re welcome to visit
with one of us (Kerry Kupka, Mike Weaver, and Bob Lee) before or after the service. For
more info, contact Bob Lee, rclee2266@gmail.com, 319-440-1224.

Children & Youth

Community Carnival, July 14
Join in the fun at St. Paul’s 3rd Annual Summer Fun with
Jesus Carnival, July 14th from 12:00-3:00 pm at the 2nd
Avenue parking lot. This year’s carnival theme is Living
Water. A community celebration with Bible stories, bouncy
House, dunk tank, sprinklers, bubble tub, balloon man, face
painting, cotton candy, snow cones, slushies, popcorn, hot
dogs, chalk the walk, and games & prizes. All are welcome!

Sign up to Serve

UMW

Kool Kool Luncheon, August 2
Kool Kool Luncheon, August 2, 12:00 pm at
Bever Park, Bever Pavilion. You won’t want
to miss this celebration of our youth in
mission and fundraiser for future youth
mission projects. Make reservations in the
Church Office, 363-2058, or
office@stpaulsumc.org.

St. Paul's UMW Women's Retreat, August 24-26
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You’re Invited to a Women’s Retreat The
United Methodist Women of St. Paul’s
Church invite all women to join us for a
spiritual retreat in Clear Lake, Iowa, August
24 - 26, 2018. Enjoy the fellowship of other
women, as well as the beauty and serenity
of Clear Lake, as we stay in the church
cabin located steps from the lake. Have
your spirit lifted and fed as our very own

Rev. Cindi McKee leads us in 3 sessions of her presentation titled “Recipe For A Healthy
Spirit: Hope...Healing...Heart.” Sign up in the church office with a retreat fee of $20 due
at registration. A maximum of 16 lower bunk beds available. A wait list will also be
available.  

About Speaker Rev. Cindi McKee
Rev. Cindi McKee is a graduate of Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN,
and also attended Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.
Cindi is a lifelong United Methodist having grown up at St. Paul's
UMC and now is an ordained Deacon in the UMC, a member of the
Minnesota Conference. Cindi has served as Associate Pastor in two
churches and has worked for several years as a hospice spiritual
care provider and bereavement counselor. Currently, Cindi is
employed in that role for Care Initiatives Hospice. Cindi and her
husband Tom lived in the Twin Cities for several years and moved

back to Cedar Rapids two years ago to be near family. Cindi has 4 step-children and four
granddaughters. Cindi's passion is the pursuit of our never ending quest to grow
spiritually and become ever closer to the heart of God where we find rest and peace in
God's deep abiding love for us. May God bless you on your journey, now and always. 

Thrift Mart is Coming! September 18 & 19
Time to clean out,and bring
unneeded items to 2nd
Avenue canopy drive at St.
Pauls UMC on Saturday and
Monday mornings. 8:30-10:30
am. Starting August 18, 2018
(except Labor day)

Help support this mission
project of United Methodist
Women and the whole

church. It is a win win project for missions, neighborhood, and our own homes. Help is
needed on Monday sorting days to organize the donations into departments. Please join
us for this worthwhile project.  

Donation Drop-Off Dates, 8:30-10:30 am Move out date:



Saturdays: August 18, 25; September 1, 8 
Mondays: August 20,27, September 10 

Wednesday night drop-off, 5:30-7:30 pm
August 29; September 5

Sorting dates: 8:30-10:30 am
Mondays: August 20,27; September 10

Sunday, September, 16 12:30 pm

Set up:
Monday, September 17, 8:30 am

Sale:
Tuesday, September 18, 9:00 am-5:00 pm;
Wednesday,September 19, 9:00 am-1:00

Prayers

Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers, wearing the blue
badge, are glad to talk privately with
anyone going through a rough time. 

Pray for...

For spiritual disciplines of a weekly fast Thursday after dinner to Friday mid-
afternoon, and pausing to pray at 2:23–2:26 daily for our church’s mission and way
forward.

Continued healing and grace:
Mike Johnson (Rebecca)
Marguerita Nyandwi
Janet Webster
Cheri Young (Gene & Carrie Young’s
daughter)
Myrna Cooney
Patricia Hartwell (Heather Moore’s
mother)
Dick Hanson (Laverna)
Harper Keck (Dean Keck’s daughter)
Jerry Clemmens
Dixie Allen (Roger)
Sally Ford
Diane Berrett (Bob)
Carrie Cummins (Jamie Cummins’
daughter)
Pauline Belding
Winifred Tvrdik
Linda Hadley
Bill Galli (Kay)
Macumi Elias
Atlas Cokman (Heidi & Rob Hanson’s
grandson)
Justin Ilg (Sherrie & Larry Ilg’s son)
Clyde Satterly
Rena Brodt (Dale)

Rhemi Studt (Ashley & Matthew
Studt)
Angela Shultz
Rhonda Victoria
Carrie Cummins (Jamie’s daughter
and Steve and Kathy Davis’
granddaughter)
Edie Nekola
Jim & Rose Milden
Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
Mariana Joseph (Faida
Nshimirimana’s daughter)
Charman Banks (John)
Patricia Oostenryk (Lori
Montgomery’s mother)
James Wahe
Nora Mae Vance
Steve Dix (Dixie Allen’s brother)
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s daughter)
Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)
Jody Sloan
Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-law)
Mina Arbore (John)
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s
father)



Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy & Brice
AntonJensen’s son)
Neoma Starnes (Duane)
Katherine Martensen

Ryan Vick
Pam Anslyn
Kris Yahn (Steve)
Matthew Hudson (Fran Nathanson)

Memorial prayers for the
family & friends of:

Clyde Cammack

View Worship Times

Worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.

stpaulsumc.org
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