
Thursday, March 19, 2020

Dear Friends in Christ,

During our Lenten thematic focus, we have been using the metaphor of a pilgrim’s
travels to help us turn the diamond and see new facets of our lives, and
particularly, our lives with Jesus. 

Yet, as I consider the scriptures we have read and the sermons Pastor Sherrie
and I have offered, we seem to be saying more about the stops than the
movement of this journey: the times we step off the path to mark a holy moment
with a cairn or to reflect on the one with whom we walk or to drink from the well’s
water, and this week we will continue in the same direction by looking to the
things we do when we stop along the way. 

We did not anticipate a month ago we would be leading worship in front of a
phone placed in the middle of an empty sanctuary. The rhythms of all our lives
has stopped, or at least slowed in some significant ways. Instead, “social
distancing” has many of us rethinking all our movements. Maybe this Lent, by
God’s grace, we can learn something from all this about our journeys: both the
moving and the stopping matter. 

I have seen some people calling this a time of sabbath rest (at least for those
fortunate enough to be able to do so), others are looking at projects around the
house or office that have been on the “maybe” list for too long with new resolve.
Others are realizing how important face-to-face gatherings are to our well-being.
The way we spend these days ahead matters a lot, and this Lent, we can
remember: the steps, as well as the stops along the way are the life we live. Look
for the goodness, and look for God who accompanies us, even in the midst of this
unexpected stop.

Pastor Jonathan

For the Weeks of March 22 & 29



4 Weekday Facebook Live Spiritual Opportunities
In addition to Sunday mornings, for the weeks of March 22 & 29



Visit our Facebook Page

Announcements

The Way: You Don't Choose a Life,
You Live a Life
Lent is a time for reflection and there’s nothing like a
pilgrimage to conjure that up. Inspired by passages in
the scriptures that talk about the journeys, roads, and
pathways of life, we will make our ‘way’ together
through this poignant season. Here’s what’s ahead!
Join us on Facebook LIVE.

The Way Home – March 22 (yearning for spiritual
home of acceptance and belonging)
The Free Way – March 29 (new paths and

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedmethodistchurchcedarrapids/


horizons)
The Other Way – Palm Sunday, April 5 (the end
and the beginning)

Mission Partner
Offering, March 22
One Great Hour of Sharing is
an effort to empower, proved
water, supply food, and give
relief from disasters.

Online Giving

Online Presentation
March 26, 2020 at 6:30 pm
Learning, Loving, Leading,
and the One Board Model.

Join online for this presentation by
Rev. Jaye Johnson, by providing
your email address and getting
connected for his Thursday, March

26, 6:30 pm presentation. We hope to have several of you able to participate this
way! Please contact Kristin at office@stpaulsumc.org to register for this FREE
presentation for St. Paul’s members.

Spring Grounds
Clean-Up!
March 28, 2020
Can you spare a few hours on
Saturday, March 28 from 9:00 am-1:00

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/give
mailto:office@stpaulsumc.org


pm to clean up the church grounds? If
we have enough people, it will be a
quick job. There is a sign-up sheet in
the church office. Bring your rakes and
other tools. We have leaf bags and
gloves. Thank you for your service.

Scholarship
Application Forms
Now Available
Several scholarships are available
from St. Paul's United Methodist
Church Foundation due to the
generosity of church members who
have endowed funds. Those gifts

were given as the donors placed their trust in the future by supporting students in
their educational pursuits.

Information about each scholarship and application forms are here. Three types of
scholarships are available:

1. St. Paul’s Scholarships – for a post-secondary education in an accredited
college, university, community college, vocational or technical school, not
including continuing education – restricted to persons who are members of
St. Paul’s UMC or are participants in the church’s ministries

2. Leola Clark Scholarship for Wellington Heights – for college or training
after high school – restricted to high school graduating seniors who reside in
Wellington Heights

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/scholarships


3. Seminary Scholarships – restricted to persons enrolled in theological
schools

In addition, the Iowa United Methodist Foundation and the United Methodist
Church General Board of Higher Education and Ministry offer a variety of
scholarships and loans to students attending United Methodist and other
accredited colleges and universities. Some scholarships and loans are reserved
for seminary students.

View Scholarship Opportunities

Easter Flowers
These will be a part of our April 12th
Easter worship service, whether we
are gathered in person or online. Let
us know if you would like to provide
one of the spring bulb plants by
returning the enclosed order form that
was included in the March 18th
mailing.

Holy Week & Easter

Palm Sunday
9:00 am Facebook LIVE Worship
It was a day that began in celebration and
shouts of Hosanna! Join our children in a
special time in worship with this
community of faithful people who come in
praise! Hold your palm branch, wave it and
sing to the One who came for us all. Palm
Sunday worship services will include a
major musical offering by our Sanctuary Choir, Liturgical Drama: Song of Mark (passion
portion) by Marty Haugen. Join us for on Facebook LIVE.

Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm Facebook LIVE Worship
We listen in as Jesus spends the evening
with his disciples, teaching, serving, and
sharing a meal with them. This service
includes Holy Communion at the table
Jesus still prepares for his disciples. Join us

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/scholarships


for on Facebook LIVE.

Good Friday
7:00 pm Facebook LIVE Worship
Move through the story with readings and
music to bring us face to face with the
crucifixion of our Lord. Join us for on
Facebook LIVE.

Easter Sunday
Worship Schedule To Be Determined
Easter is for everyone, and we invite you
and your friends and family to join as we
celebrate the risen Lord Jesus! Easter
service is an inspirational experience
where everyone will feel welcomed.

March 16 Update from St. Paul's

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak and community spread, we will be doing our part
and closing our building until further notice. Cedar Rapids Public Schools
announced today a 4 week closure. We will follow this guideline with our building



as well, perhaps being able to reopen on Easter Sunday. We will wait and see!
This closure may need to remain in place for a longer period of time.

The community spread is a serious matter and we have concern for each of you,
our families, community, and world. We will do our best in separation, in
sanitation, and in prayers. Your staff and perhaps a few volunteers will be working
on extra sanitation while the building is closed.

In the meantime, your church staff will continue to work in new ways. We will
communicate by a variety of methods, including emails to groups, Facebook
LIVE, and other digital means. Worship will happen each Sunday at 9:00 am, live
streamed for real time participation. Thanks for worshiping with us yesterday this
way! Click here to view March 15th's worship service. Technology is our friend!

We are also preparing a church wide mailing to be sent this week with worship
materials and other helpful information.

Your offering is a gift to the ministry of Jesus Christ through St. Paul’s UMC.
Please consider downloading the new church app, or go to our website for
electronic options. We will also provide envelopes in our mailing to you this week
for gifts and pledges.

To download St. Paul's new church app, simply grab your smart
phone or tablet and text app4spumc to 77977 to receive a direct
link to download the app. Or go to Google Play Store or Apple App
Store and search for stpaulsumccr then download to your device.

If you have questions or would like to speak with a pastor or staff person, please
call (319-363-2058) or email us and we will respond.

Rev. Dr. Sherrie Ilg, Lead Pastor (silg@stpaulsumc.org)
Rev. Jonathan Heifner, Associate Pastor (jheifner@stpaulsumc.org)
Rev. Daniel Niyonzima, Minister of African Nationals
(dniyonzima@stpaulsumc.org)
Julie Hanlin, Director of Children's Ministry & St. Paul's Early Learning
Center (jhanlin@stpaulsumc.org)
Becca Nims, Director of Youth Ministry (rnims@stpaulsumc.org)
Garr Hintz, Church Business Administrator (ghintz@stpaulsumc.org)
Denise Allison, Accounting Assistant (dallison@stpaulsumc.org)
Shelby Roth, Membership & Financial Secretary (sroth@stpaulsumc.org)
Holli Schneekloth, Director of Communications
(hschneekloth@stpaulsumc.org)
Kristin Simon, Front Desk, Hospitality, & Events Coordinator
(ksimon@stpaulsumc.org)
LuAnn Wherry, Maintenance/Security & Nursery Coordinator/Child Care
Provider (luwherry@gmail.com)
Jennifer DeBaun, Maintenance Coordinator (jdebaun@stpaulsumc.org)
Dr. Mark Baumann, CAGO, Coordinator of Music Ministries

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedmethodistchurchcedarrapids/videos/633727977460662/
https://play.google.com/store/apps?utm_source=na_Med&utm_medium=hasem&utm_content=Jan0219&utm_campaign=Evergreen&pcampaignid=MKT-DR-na-us-1000189-Med-hasem-ap-Evergreen-Jan0219-Text_Search_BKWS-id_100469_%7cBMM%7cONSEM_kwid_43700051529018202&gclid=Cj0KCQjwu6fzBRC6ARIsAJUwa2RW9DRY5N8Q2KH2ZCBkyPt8HEOS9TF6Zray8_aITZDQH80xkvA4gLcaAv4kEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.apple.com/ios/app-store/
mailto:silg@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:jheifner@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:dniyonzima@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:jhanlin@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:rnims@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:ghintz@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:dallison@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:sroth@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:hschneekloth@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:ksimon@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:luwherry@gmail.com
mailto:jdebaun@stpaulsumc.org


(mmbaumann@msn.com)
Ben Owen, Director of Sanctuary Choir (benowenmusic@gmail.com)
Dr. Timothy Hein, Director of Handbell Ministries (tjonhein@aol.com)

Friends, we love you and we care for you.

Grace & peace,

Your Pastors, Staff, and Church Leaders

Children & Youth

5th & 6th Grade Mission Trip
Clear Lake, Iowa
April 17 & 18, 2020
$35 participation fee

5th and 6th grade students will head to Clear Lake,
Iowa in April to assist with spring cleanup projects
around the St. Paul’s UMC cabin.

For more information, contact Becca Nims, Youth
Ministry Director at rnims@stpaulsumc.org.

Club 56 Mission Trip Registration Packet

Grades 7th & 8th
Grade Mission Trip
Urban Immersions
Minneapolis, Minnesota
June 14-17, 2020
TBD participation fee

6th-8th grade students will travel to Minneapolis, MN
through Urban Immersions June 14th-17th. On this
trip you will have the opportunity to do a combination
of: service projects and educational activities center
around discussion, simulation, and experience, participants engage in narratives of
poverty and privilege throughout the Twin Cities Metro. Participants develop skills and
are given the tools to become agents of change in their own communities. More
information can be found at https://www.uisr-mn.org/about-uisr

For more information on Confirmation, Contact Becca Nims, Youth Ministry Director at
rnims@stpaulsumc.org.

mailto:mmbaumann@msn.com
mailto:benowenmusic@gmail.com
mailto:tjonhein@aol.com
mailto:rnims@stpaulsumc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/7514a9bc-e4e1-4cfe-a979-583ad591cf6b.pdf
https://www.uisr-mn.org/about-uisr
mailto:rnims@stpaulsumc.org


Grades 7th-8th Grade Mission Trip Registration Packet

Intergenerational Mission Trip
Informational Meeting
(Incoming 9th Graders-Adult)
Tree Of Life – Mission, SD
July 19th-25th, 2020
Registration Deadline: May 29th
25% Deposit is requested at registration

Cost:
$250 per Adult | $125 per Student

What is Tree of Life:  
Tree of Life Ministry is a part of the working hands and feet of God to the Lakota Nation
residing on the Rosebud Reservation serving body, mind, and soul. We feed, cloth,
shelter, and love. We demonstrate His love, power, and grace to a broken, hurting
society.

To the naked eye our service may look like a handout or a hand-up, however to God it
may look like an answer to prayer. A much needed witness of love toward salvation.

Every donation is vital to this ministry the gift may very in size, however the act of
obedience and reward is the same.

Serving is our Ministry
Feeding the Hungry in Our Soup Kitchen, Clothing the Needy through Our Thrift Store,
Being an Answer to Prayer Through Our Construction Ministry. 

More information can be found at: https://www.treeofliferelief.org/

For more information, contact Becca Nims, Youth Ministry Director at
rnims@stpaulsumc.org.

Intergenerational Mission Trip Registration Packet

Prayers

Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers, wearing the blue
badge, are glad to talk privately with
anyone going through a rough time. 

Prayers for... Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave

https://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/5efb1033-396a-403c-8c6c-a93082f5143c.pdf
https://www.treeofliferelief.org/
mailto:rnims@stpaulsumc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/60d6e9af-5c16-4fc0-bf74-302cf87ead07.pdf


For the people of the world in
areas impacted by COVID-19,
and for all people everywhere
who live with new concerns
brought on by coronavirus.

Continued healing & grace for:
Esther Miceli
Ray Heng (Maree)
Brytta Fitzgibbons
Grant Kellogg (Stephanie
Heifner’s brother)
Tom Young (Sally)
Shar Petersen; Norm Stevenson
Garr Hintz (Linnea)
Fred Balster (Ruth)
Steve Davis (Kathy)
Esther Miceli
Georgana Ridnour
Genny Yarne (Andrew)
Janet Webster
Larry Johnson
Jody Svec
Charman Banks (John)
Pat Jacobson (Stan)
Craig Ekstrom (Colton Valenta’s
father)
Virginia Goehring (Genny Yarne’s
sister)
Merida Niyibaruta
Emily Bell (sister of Matt Stoner)
Gary & Gloria Hammond (Tom
Young’s brother-in-law and sister)
Joyce Vick (Steven)
Tom & Susan Titus
Tim Glenn (son of Laverna
Hanson)
Keri Collins
Denise Feltes (Ronald)
Colleen Lewis
Michael Wilkinson

Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-
law)
Linda Jandik
Sally & Tom Young
John Matthews
Rena Brodt
Benjamin Van Winkle (Julie
Gladfelder’s grandson)
Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy &
Brice Anton Jensen’s son)
Char O’Brien
Joe Boots (relative of Chris and
Mike Crilley)
Cheri Young (Gene & Carrie
Young’s daughter)
Linda Hadley
Justin Ilg (Sherrie & Larry Ilg’s
son)
Angela Shultz
Rhonda Viktora
Carrie Cummins (Jamie’s
daughter and Steve and Kathy
Davis’ granddaughter)
Jim & Rose Milden; Raine Allen
(Dixie & Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
James Wahe; Nora Mae Vance
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s
daughter); Mina Arbore (John)
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s
father)
Ryan Vick
Pam Anslyn
Kris Yahn (Steve)

Hospice Care:
Laverne Tucker

Memorial prayers for the families
and friends of:

Kathy Regennitter (Lysle)

View Worship Times

Worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.

http://www.stpaulsumc.org/worship
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